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AUTHORS PREFACE TO THE 
FIRST EDITION* 


Amplissima ct putchcrrima swentia ligurarurn. At quam est inoptc sortita 
nomen Geomotriae!—-JI icod. Krischlini'h, Dialog. I. 

^VrapwVyac methodus, qua ncc inter inventas nee inter inventu possibiles ulla* 
compemliiisiftr esse videtur ... —B. Pascal, Lit. ad AcHd. Pari#., 1054. 

• Da veniaih seriptis, quorum non gloria nobis # 

• Causa, sed utilitas ofttciumque fuit.— Ovid, rx»P 4 >nt., iii. 0. 55. 

. Uk . 

This book is not intended foj; those who’s® hfelf mission it 
is to advance the progress seieuLCC ; they wouldJind in it 
nothing new* *neither as regards 'principles, por As wgards 
methods. The propositions are all old ; in fad *:zi fc-wo J,J 
thpm owe their origin to mathematicians iff the most remote 
antiquity. They m&y be traced back to^ucLin (285 jlti.); 
to AroELONiirs of Perga (247 b.c.) to Pappus of Alexandria 
{4th eentiy’y after Christ.) ; to Desari *r es of Lyons (LV.Kl- 
1602); to Pascal (1623-1002) ; toDELA Hire (i?>40-l71S) ; 
to Newton (1042-1727); to Maolaurin (1008-1740) ; to 
J. H. Lamrert (1729^-1777), &c. The theories and methods 
which make of these propositions a homogeneous and har¬ 
monious whole it *Ss usual $o call modern, because they have 
been discovered or perfected by mathematicians of an age 
nearer to ours, such as Carnot, Brianciion, Poncelet, 
Mobius, Steiner^Chasles, Staudt, &e#; whose works were 
published in Che earlier half of the nineteenth clntury. 

Various names have been given to this subject of which we 
are about to develop the fundamental principles. I prefer 
not to adopt that of Higher Geometry ( Geometric superieurg , 
hdhf r# Geometrie), because that to'which the title ‘ higher ’ at 
one time seemed appropriate, may to-day^iave become very 

* With the consent of the Author, only such part of the preface to thc^original 
Italian edition (1872) is Jk%ro repr^clllled as may be of interest to the English 
reader. * . _ 
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elementary ; nor that of Modern Geometry (neuere titeomelrie), 
which in like manner'expresses a merely relative ilea ; and 
is moreover open to the objection that although the methods 
may be regarded as modern, yet the i^ttel is to a greats 
extent old. Nor does the title Geometry of\position (Geometrie 
de\ Lage) as used by Staudt * seem to me a suitable one, 
since it excludes the consideration of the metrical properties 
of figures. I have chosen the name 4 of Projective Geometry f, 
as expressing the true nature of the method^, which are based 
.essentially on central projection or perspective, ^hd ohe 
reason which has^ determined this choice is that tlie great . 
Poncelet, the chief creator of the modern methods, gavo-to 
his immortaPb’ook the title of Traife des proprietes projectives 
des figures { 1^22),- , t «' 

In developing the subject *£ hat\ 7 e not followed exclusively 
any one ipithor, but hav$ borrowed from all* what seemed 
useful lo r my fiurpose, that nafnely of writing a book \tfhich 
slfould be thoroughly elementary, and accessible even* to 
those whose knowledge docs not exten:> beyond the mere 
elements of ordinary geometry. I might, after the manner of 
Stajtdt, have taken for granted no previous notions at all; 
but in that ease my work would have become too'extensive, 
and wohld no longer have been suitable for students who 
have read the usual elements of mathematics. Yet the whole 
of what such students have probably read, is not 4 necessary 
in order to understand my book ; it is sufficient that they 
should know the chief propositions relating to the circle and 
to similar triangles. 

It is,* I think, desirable tfi&t theoretical instruction in 

geometry should have tiie help afforded ill by* the* practical 

constructing and drawing of figures. I havd accordingly laid 

more stress on descriptive properties than on metrical ones ; 

* • 

* Equivalent to the Descriptv'c Geometry of Cayley ( Sixth memoir on 
qualities, Phil. Tra*.s., 1859 ; 4 p t 9<$$. The name Geomblrie de position as used 
by Carnot corresponds ^o an idea quite different from that which I wilirfd to 
express in the title of my book. I leave out gf consideration other names, Buch 
as G borne trie segmentairc and Organische Geometric, as referring to ideas which 
arc too limited, in my opinion. * *■ , • 

f See Klein, Ueber die sogenunnte >iicht Euklidi^he Geometrie (Gbttingfr 
NaaLjtL;htcn, Aug. 30^ 1871). 
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and have! followed rather the methods of the Geometrie der 

Lage of Staudt than those of the Gtometrie superieure of 
Chasles *. It* has not however been my wish entirely to 
exclude metrical properties, for to do this would have* been 
detrimental to ot*her practical objects of teaching f. I have 
thereforei introduced into the book the important notion^of 
the anharmonic ratio, which has enabled me, with the help 
of the few above-mentioned propositions of the ordinary 
geometry,, to establish easily the most useful metrical 
pfcope^es, which are either consequences of the projective 
properties, or are closely related to them.* # 

.1 have made use of central projection in order to establish 
’ the idea of infinitely distant elements ; and; following the 
example of Steiner and of Staudt, I havQ t placed the*law of 
duality quite at the beginning Of the book, As being a logical 
.fact which# prises immediately * and naturally «from the 
possibility of constructing space by taking wither tlfe pointy 
or4he plane as element. Tfie enunciations and proofs whicn 
correspond to one*another by virtue of tfiis law have often 
been placed in parallel columns ; occasionally however this 
arrangement has be<m departed from, in order to give to 
•students tfihe opportunity of practising themselvesjn deducing 
from a theorem its correlative. Rkye remarks, with justice, 
in the preface to hisjbook, that Geometry affords nothing so 
stirring to a beginner, nothing so likely to stimulate him to 
original work, as^he principle of duality; and for this reason 
it is very important to mllke him acquainted with it as soon 
as possible, and to accustom him to employ it with confidence. 

The masterly treatises of Poncelet, Steiner, ^iiasles, 
and Stavdt i are thoso to which I must acknowledge myself 
anost indebted ;• not only because all who devote themselves 


* Cf. Re ye, Geometrie der Lage ^Hannover, 1860; 2nd edition, 1877), p. xi of 
the preface. • 

f Cf. Zech, Die hiihere Geometrie in ih&r ^ itlvendung agif Kegelschnitte tyd 
FltihWn zweiter Ordnung (Stuttgart, 1857), prefaco. # 

t Poncelet, Traiti dee propriitls projectives des figures (Paris, 1822). Steiner, 
Systematische EUtwickdung der J&hiingigkeit geometrischer Gestalten von einander, 
dbc. (Berlin, 1832). Chassis, Traiti de*Giomitrie supirieure (Paris, 1852); 
Traitfrdes sections coniofits (Paris, Tt>65). Staudt, Geometrie der Lage (Nurn- 
bqjg, 1847). * 
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to Geometry commence with the study of these works, but 
also because I have taken from them, besides the Substance 
of the methods, the proofs of many tlieprems and the 
solutions of many problems. But along with these I have 
had occasion also to consult the works* of Apollonius, 
Pappus, Desargues, De la Hire, Newton, M^laubin, 
Lambert, Carnot, Brianchon, Mobius, Bellavitis, &c. ; 
and the later ones of Zech, Gaskin, Witzschel, Townsend, 
Reye, Poudra, Fiedler, &c. 

ft * 

In order not to increase the difficulties, already v^pjy con¬ 
siderable, of my undertaking, I have relieved myselHrom the 
responsibility of quoting in all cases the gourdes from which 
I have drawn, <or the original discoverers of the various pro- - 
positiefns or theories. I trust then that I, may be excused 
if sometiipes Ihef source quoted is^not the original one *, or if 
occasionally the reference'is found to be waning entirely. 
In givilig references, my desire? has been chiefly to' call the 
Attention oHhe student to the ilames pf the great*geometers 
and the titles of £heir works, which ha^p become classical. 
The association with certain great theorems of the illustrious 
names of Euclid, Apqlloniijs, Pappus* Desargues, Pascal, 
Newton, Carnot, &e., will not be without advantage in' 
assisting the mind to retain the results themselves, and in 
exciting that scientific curiosity which so often contributes to 
the enlargement of our knowledge. 

Another object which 1 have had in view in giving refer¬ 
ences is to correct the first impressions of those to whom the 
name Projective Geometry has a suspicious air of novelty. 
Such persons I desire to convince that the subjects are to 
a great extent of veilcrahle antiquity, matured,in the minds 
of the greatest thinkers, and now reduced to that form of 
extreme simplicity, which Gergg^ne considered as the mark 
of perfection in a scientific theory f. In my analysis I shall 

f 

* '■ i. 

* In quoting an Author I have'almost always cited such of his trcatisciy|g,aro 

of considerable extent arid generally known, although his discoveries may have 
been originally announced elsewhere. For example, the rescaighep of Chasles 
in the theory of conics date from a period in most cases anterior to the year 1830; 
those of Staudt began in 1831; &c. f ' 1 . c* • 

f ‘ On ne pout se flatter d’avoir le dernier mot d’unKthcorie, tant qu’on no 
’ t , * e 
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follow the order in which the various subjects are arranged 
in the book. 

The conception of elements lying at an infinite distance is 
due to Besakgue^ ; who, in 1639, explicitly considered 
parallel straight* lines as meeting in an infinitely distant 
point*, and parallel planes as passing through the same 
straight line at an infinite distance f. 

The same idea was thrown into full light and made 
generally known by Poncelet, who, starting from the postu¬ 
lates the Euclidian Geometry, arrived at the conclusion^ 
that the* points in space which lie at an infinite distance 
must be regarded as all lying in the same plane 
Desargues § and Newton || considered the asymptotes 
of the Jiyperbola*as tangents whose points t>f contact lie at an 
infinite distance. * ' , 

The n&m^homology is due to Fencelet. Homoiogy, with 
reference to plane figures, is found in some of thd earlier, 
treatises @n perspective, fof example in Lambert or per¬ 
haps even in Desargues **, who enunciated arid proved the 
theorem concerning triangles #nd quadfllaterals in perspec¬ 
tive or homology. This theorem? for, the particular case of 
•two triangles (Art. 17), is however really of much older date, 
as it is substantially identical with a celebrated porism of 
Euclid (Art. 114), which haarbeen handed down to us by 
Pappus f j\ Homoiogical figures in space were first studied 
by Poncelet J JL 

The law of duality, &s an independent principle, was 

peat pas l’expliquer en peu de paroles a un passant dans la rue ’ (cf. Chasles, 
Aperfu hiatorique, p. 115). » , J 

* (EuvrSB de DesaRoues, riuniea et analyses par M. Pou^ra (Paris, 1864), 
,tome i. Brouillon-projct d'une atteinte aux ivenements ctea rencontres d'un c6ne 
avec un plan (1639), pp. 104, 105, 2<i5. f 

t Loe. cit., pp. 105, 106. * 

% Traiti des proprUt&a projectivea des figures (Paris, 1822), Arts. 96, 580. 

§ Loc. cit,, p. 210. 

I! &hiloaophiae naluralia jwincipia mathelnatica (1685), lib. i. prop. 27, 
scholium. * • 

Tf Freie Perspective , 2nd editi&n (Zurich, 1774). 

•• Loc. cit., pp 413-416. 0 % 

* tt f'HASLES, Lea troi• {idea d^ptortsmcs d’Euclide, dsc. (Paris, 1860), p. 102 
It Loc. cit., pp. 36^ sqq. ^ 

*1514 * A 3 ‘ 
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enunciated by Gergonne *; as a consequence of tfie theory 
of reciprocal polars (itnder the name principe de reciprocity 
polaire) it is due to Poncelet f. • 

The geometric forms (range of points, ffyt peftcil) are found, 
the names excepted, in Desargues and the*later geometers. 
Steiner $ has defined them in a more explicit manner than 
any previous writer. 

The complete quadrilateral was considered r by Carnot §; 
the idea was extended by Steiner || to polygons of any 
pumber of sides and to figures in space. t V ^ 

Harmonic,section was known to geometers of the most 
remote antiquity; the fundamental properties'of it are to be 
found for exariiple in Apollonius % De la Hire ** gave 
the construction Qf the fourth element of a harmonic system 
by means of tfie harmonic property of the quadrilateral, i. e. 
by help of the ruler only. t % *■ t 

^ From 1832 the construction of projective forms was taught 
by Steiner ff. * . 6 «- 

The complete theory of the anharmonie ratios is due £o 
Mobius J J, but before him r Euclid, Pappus §§, Desar¬ 
gues || ||, and Brianchon *^| had demonstrated the funda¬ 
mental proposition of Art. 63. Desargues ***° was the' 
author cf the theory of involution , of which a few particular 
cases were already known to the Greek geometers fff. 

The generation of conics by means of two projective forms 
was set forth, about 1832, by Steiner apd by Chasles ; 
it is based on two fundamental fheorems (Arts. 149, 150) 
from which the whole theory of these important curves can 
be deduped. The same method of generation includes the 

* Annates de fflathematiques, tfol. xvi. (Montpellier, 1&6), f». 20JT. 
t Ibid., vol. viii. (Montpellier, 1818), p. 201. '* t 

J Systcmatische Kntwykdung, pp. xiii, xiv. Collected Works, vol. i. p. 237. 

§ De la correlation dcs figures de Geometrie (Paris, 1801), p. 122. 

|| Loc. eit., pp. 72, 235 ; §§ 19, 55. 
f ',i Conieorum lib. i. 34, 36, 37, 38- 

** Sectiones conicae (Parisiis, 1685), i. 20. ft Loc. p. 91.«*» 

tt Der barycentrische latent (Leipzig, 1827)“ chap. v. 

§§ Malhematicae Collectiones, vii. 129. 0 || || LoCa.cH., p. 425. 

M&rnoire sur les lignes du seconi ordre (Parjp, 1817), p. 7 t . 

*** Loc. cit., pp. 119, 147, 171, 176. t t \ « 

ttt Patpus, Malhematicae Collectiones, lib.vii. props. 37-56,127,128,130-133. 

4- lit t 
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organic description of Newton* and various theorems of 
Maclaurin. ' 

But the projactivity of the pencils formed by joining two 
fixed points oif a cqnic to a variable point on the same hacl 
already been proved, in other words, by Apollonius f. 

When only sixteen years old (in 1640) Pascal discovered 
his celebrated theorem of the mystic hexagram J, and in 1800 
Brianchon deduced the correlative theorem (Art. 153) by 
means of tjie theory of pole and polar. 
t Th^roperties of the quadrilateral formed by four tangents t 
to a conic and of the quadrangle formed by thpir points of 
contact are to be found in the Latin appendix (De linea- 
rum gUometricarum proprietatibus generalibus ttactatus) to the 
Algebra of Macdaurin, a posthumous wor^: (London,* 1748). 
He deduced from these properties methods for* the con¬ 
struction of a, conic by points or l5y tangents in several cases 
where five elements (points' or tangents) ave given. This, 
problem, in its full generality, was solved at a later date by 
Brianchon. 

The idea of considering two»projectivff ranges of points on 
the same conic was explicitly set forth by Bellavitis 

* To CabJNot || we owe a celebrated theorem (Ant. 385) con¬ 
cerning the segments which a conic determines on the sides of 
a triangle. Of this theorem alffo certain particular cases were 
known long before % 

In the *Freie Perspective of Lambert we meet with elegant 
constructions for the solution of several problems of the first 
and second degrees by means of the ruler, assuming however 
that certain elements are given ; but the possibility &f solving 
all problems«of idle second degree by nleans of |he ruler and 

• •* 

* Loc. cit., lib. i. lemma xxi. » ^ 

t Conicorum lib. iii. 64, 66, 56. * I owe this remark to Prof. Zeuthen (1885). 
j Letter of Leibnitz to M. Perier in the (Euvres de B. Pascal (Bossut’s 
edition, vol. v. p. 459). # * • * 

§ fityjgio di geometria derivata (Nuovi Saggi dell’ Accademia di Padova, vol. i v. 
1838), p. 270, note. * • * 

|| Qiomelrie di- position (Paris,* 1803), Art. 379. 

Apolloniu^, ConicorumAib. iii. 16-2J). Desargues, loc. cit., p. 202. De 
4A HjftE, loc. cit., book«v. flrops^ M/12. Newton, Enumeratio linearum terlii 

ordinis ( Opticks , Loncjon, 1704), p. 142. 

* • 
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a fixed circle was made clear by Poncelet ; afterwards 
Steiner, in a most valtiable little book, showed the manner of 
practically carrying this out (Arts. 238 sqq.).. 

The theory of pole and polar was already contained, under 
various names, in the works already quoted of Desargues * 
and De la Hire f ; it was perfected by Monge % Brian- 
chon §, and Poncelet. The last-mentioned geometer 
derived from it the theory of polar reciprocation, which is 
essentially the same thing as the law of duality H called by 
him the ‘ principe de reciprocity polaire ’. > 

Tlie principal properties of conjugate diameters Verc ex¬ 
pounded by Apollonius in books ii and vii of his work on 
the Conics. « P • 

c 

Andlastly, the fundamental theorems concerning/oci are to 
be found jn book iii of ApoLLonj^jjs, in book vii of Pappus, 
and in book viii of De la Hire. # * , 

, Thosfe who desire to acquire a more extended and detailed 
knowledge of the progress of Geometry from its beginnings 
until the year* 1836 (which is sufficient for what is contained 
in this book) have offly to rcadethat classical work, the Apercu 
Mstorique of Chasles. 

* Loc. cit., pp. 104, 186,190 sqq. 

• f Loc. cit., i. 21-28; ii. 23-30. 

J Geometric descriptive (Parft, 1795), Art. 40. 

5 Journal de l’Ecole Polytechnique, cahicr e xiii. (Paris, 1806). 



AUTHOR’S PREFACE TO THE 
. ENGLISH EDITION 

In April last year, \yhen I was in Edinburgh on the 
occasion of the celebration of the tercentenary festival of 
tMe UfciWsity there, Professor Sylvester did me the honour 
. of saying\hat in his opinion a translation of my book on the 
Elements of Projective Geometry might be useful to students 
at the *English Universities,as an introduction tf> the modern 
geometrical metlfods. The same favourable judgement was 
shown to me by other mathematicians, especially in Oxford, 
which j)lg,ee I/visited in the following month of May at the 
inyitktion of Professor Sylvester. There Professor Price 
proposed tb me that I -should assist in an English translation 
of my book, to be carried out by Mr. C. Leudesdorf, 
Fellow of Pembroke College, Und to be published l>y the 
Clarendon Press. 1 accepted the proposal with pleasure, 
and for this reason. In my opinion the English t'xeel in the 
art of writing text-books for mathematical teachihg; as 
regards the clear exposition of theories and the abundance of 
excellent qxamples, carefully selected, very few books exist 
in other countries* which c^n compete with those of Salmon 
and many other distinguished English authors that could be 
named. I felt it therefore to be a great honour that my 
book should be considered by such competent judges*worthy 
to be intrt)dufced Into their colleges.* . ) 

• Unless I am mistaken, the preference given to my Elements 
over the many treatises on modern geometry published on 
the Continent is to be attributed, to the circumstance that 
in it I have striven, to the best c 4 my ability,* to .imitate tile 
Englfsh models. My intention was not to produce a book 
of high theories which should be of interest to the advanced 
mathematician, biit t<j -consjjrjuet'an elementary text-book of 
modest dimensions, Intelligible to a student whose knowledge 
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need not extend further than the first books of Euclid. 
I aimed therefore at 'simplicity and clearness of exposition; 
and I was careful to supply an abundance qf examples of a 
kind suitable to encourage the beginner, to maka him seize 
the spirit of the methods, and to rendei* him capable of 
employing them. r 

My book has, I think, done some service in Italy by helping 
to spread a knowledge of projective geometry; and I am 
encouraged to believe that it has hot been unproductive of 
results even elsewhere, since I have had the honour ^icci^g 
it translate^ into French and into German. 

If the present edition be compared with the preceding oi\es, 
it will be see?i i that the book has been considerably enlarged 
and atnenefed. All the improvements which are to bp found 
in the French and the German, editions have been incor- 

K- 

porateda new Chapter^ on Foci, has been, added; and 
k every 'Chapter has received modifications, addition^, and 
elucidations, due in part to frtysclf, and in part to the 
translator. 

In conclusion, I "beg leave to express my thanks to the 
eminent mathematician, the Savilian Professor of Geometry, 
who advised this translation ; to the Delegates of the 
Clarendon Press, who undertook its publication; and to 
Mr. Leudesdorf, who has executed it with scrupulous fidelity. 

D. CREMONA. 


Rome, Mav 1885. 
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ELEMENTS. OF PROJECTIVE GEOMETRY 

CHAPTER I 

DEFINITIONS 

m 

1 1. '$3n $, figure is meant any assemblage of points, straight, 
lines, and planes ; the straight lines and planes <are all to be 
considered as 'extending to infinity, without regard to the 
limited portions of space which are enclosed*by them. By 
the wojd triangh, for example, is to bo understood a System 
consisting of three point's apd three straight lines connecting 
these points hwo and two ; a tetrahedron is a system consisting 
of font planes and the four points in which thesse planes inter¬ 
sect three <and three, &c. * 

■ 

In order to secure uniformity of notation, we"shall always denote 
points by the capital letters A , B , ,..., straight lines by the small 

letters,a, h , c,..., planes by the Greek letters u, /?, y,.... Moreover, 
ilB.will denote that part of the straight lind joining A and B which 
"is comprised between the points A and B ; Aa will denote the plane 
which passes through the point A and the straight line a; aa the 
point common to the straight line a^md the plane a ; a/3 the straight 
line formed by the intersection of the planes a, (3 ; ABC the plane of 
the three points A v J3 , C ; u/?y the point common to the three planes 
a , f3 , y; a.JiC the jjoint common to the plane a and the straight line 
BC; A.(3y the plane passing % through the point A and the straight 
line J3y ; a .Be the straight line common to the plane a and the plane 
Be ; A.(3c the straight line joining the point A to the point /3c y &c. 
The notation a .BC = A' we shall use to express that the poiqfc common 
to the plane a and the straight line BC ooincfdes with a*. point A *; 
u = ABC will express that the straight line u oontains the points 

hl,b,c,& c. . ; 

'3 

2. To project from a fixed point S (the centre of projection) a 
figure (ABCD ..., abed ...) composed.of points and straight 
lines, is to construct the straight lines or projecting ray's 
SA , SB, SC , SD ,... and* the planes (projecting planes) 
Sa , Sb , Sc ,1Sd , .... We thus obtain a new figure composed 
o^ straight Hhes end* wWh all pass through the 

centre S. 

.1514 • B 
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3. To cut by a fixed plane <r (transversal plane) a figure 

(afiyb, ... abed ...) made up of planes and straight lines, is to 
construct the straight lines or traces va , <rfi, <ry , ... and the 
points or traces aa , ab , <rc,... . By this means c we obtain 
a new figure composed of straight lines add points lying in 
the plane <r. r , 

4. To project from a fixed straight line s (the axis) a figure 

ABGD ... composed of points, is to construct the planes sA , 
sB , sG , ... . The figure thus obtained is composed of planes 
which all pass through the axis s. ' 

5. To cut by a fixed straight line s (a transversal) a figure 
afiyh ... composed of planes, is to construct the points sa , sft , • 
sy , ... . In thi'a way a new figure is obtained, composed of 
points all lying on the fixed transversal s. 

6. If a figure i§' composed of straight lines a ,b , c, ... which 
all pass through a fixed point of centre S, it can be projected 
from a straight line or axis s passing through S') the result is 
a figure composed of planes sa sb , sc t .... 

7. If a figure is composed of straight lines a , b , c , ..."all 
lying in a fixed plane, it may be cut by a straight line (trans¬ 
versal) s lying in the same piane ; the figure which results is 
formed by the points sa , sb , sc , ... *. 


* Tlu^opcrations of projecting and cutting (projection and section) arc the two 
fundamental ones of Projective Geometry. 



CHAPTER II 


CENTRAL PROJECTION ; FIGURES IN PERSPECTIVE 

8. Consider* a plane figure made up of points A , B ,0, ... 
afid st-r^igh't lines'AR, AC , ..., BO , .... Project these from 
a centre $ not lying in the plane (a) of the figure, and cut the 

• rays SA , SB ?SC ,... and the planes SAB, SA &,..., SBC , 
... by^ transversal plane </ (Fig. 1). The tr&xss on the plane 
a of the projecting rays tind 
planes* will form a second 
figure, a picture of the fifst. 

When* we carry out the two 
operations by which this 
second figure is derived from 
the first, wc arc said to project 
from a centre (or vertex) S a 
given figure <r upon a plane of 
projection a'. The new figure 
cr' is called the perspective 
image or the central projection of the original one. Of course, 
if the second figure be projected back from the centre S upon 
the plane *r, the *first figure will be formed again ; i. e. the 
first figure is the projection of the second from the centre S 
upon the picture-plane a. The two figures a and </ are said 
to be in perspective position, or simply in perspective- v 

9. If Al, Bi, C', ... are tile traces of* the ra yffSA , SB , 
§C , ... on the plane o-', we may say th/b to the points 
A , B , C ,... of the first figifre correspond%he points AB', 
C ',... of the second, with the condition that two correspond¬ 
ing points always lie on a straight line passing through A 
If the point A describe ,a straight line a in tfie plane <r, the 
ray &4 will describe a plane Sa ; and therefore A' will 
describe a straight line a', the* intersection of the planes 
Sgt a$d </. The stsaigiit tf»es a and a in which the planes 
a and a are cut by any the same projecting plane, may thus 

* b 2 ’ 
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be called corresponding lines. It follows from this that 
to the straight linefi AB , AG ,... , BG ,... correspond the 
straight lines A'B', A'C ',..., B'C' ,... and that to all straight 
lines which pass through a given point \ of the plane <r corre¬ 
spond straight lines which pass through the corresponding 
jfbint A' of the plane </. . 

10. If the point A describe a curve in the plane o-, the 

corresponding point A' will describe another curve in the 
plane o-', which may be said to corfespond to the first curve. 
Tangents to the two curves at corresponding* poii^s a^o 
clearly corresponding straight lines; and agaii4 the two 
curves are cut by corresponding straight lines in correspond-’ 
ing points. Tv£o corresponding curves are therefore^of ‘the 
same‘degree*. * 4 

11. Tlie two figures may equally* well be generated by the 
simultaneous motion of a«pair of corresponding straight lines 
a , a'. If a revolve about ft fixed point A, then a' will jilways 
pass through the corresponding point A'. 

Similarly, if a> envelop a curve, then a' will envelop 'the 
corresponding curve. The lines a and a', in corresponding 

positions, touch the two curves at 
corresponding points ; and again, 
to the tangents to the* first curve 
from a point A correspond the 
tangents tcv the second from the 
corresponding point A'. Two 
corresponding curves are there¬ 
fore of the same class f. 

12. Consider two straight lines 
a and a' which correspond to one 
anotlierin the figures o- (Fig. 2). 
Every ray draVm through S \n 
theil .plane meets them in two 
points, say A and A', which cor¬ 
respond to one another. If the ray 
change its position and revolve rouqd S, the points A and A' 

* The degree of a curve is the greatest number of points in which it can be cut 
by any arbitrary plane. In the cajio of a plane curve, it is thb greatest number 
of points in which it can bo cut by any otraighfr ljne in the ptano. 

t The class of a piano curve is the greefcett number of tangents which cav bo 
drawn to it from any arbitrary point in the plane. 
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change their positions simultaneously ; when the ray is about 
to become parallel to a , the point A' approaches /' (the point 
where a' is cut by the straight line drawn through 8 parallel 
to a) and the point A moves away indefinitely. In order that 
the property that to one point of a' corresponds one point 
of a may bold universally, we say that the line a has a pointat 
infinity J, with which the point A coincides when A' coincides 
with I', viz. when the ray, turning about 8, becomes parallel 
to a. The straight lino *a has only one point at infinity, it 
b^ing^ ass u filed that we can draw through 8 only one ray 
parallel Mi a *. 

The point 1\ the image of the point at infinity I, is called 
the vanishing point of a'. • % 

Similarly, the^straight line a' has a point J' at infinity, 
which Corresponds to the point where a is cut by the ray 
drawn through 8 parallel t(J a'. • 

Twq parallel straight lines have*the same pojnt at infinity. 
All straight lines which are .parallel to a given straight line 
must be considered as having a common point of intersection 
at infinity. 

Two straight lines lying in the same plane always intersect 
in a point (finite or infinitely distant). ' • 

13. If now the straight line a takes all possible ’positions in 
the plane <r, the corresponding straight line a' will always be 
determined by the intersection of the planes a' and 8a. As 
a moves, the ray SI traces out a plane -n parallel to o- and the 
point I' describes*the straight line tat , which we may denote 
by i'. This straight line i' is then such that to any point 
lying on it corresponds a point at infinity in the plane <r, 
which point belongs also to the plane tt. ^ 

We assume that the locus of these points at in^tffity in the 
plane <r is a straight line i because it may/be considered as 
the intersection of the planpl ir and <t. Bfit this locus must 
correspond to the straight line i' in the plane a' ; thus the 
law that to every straight line in thp plane </ correspond* 
a straight line in the pl^nc o- holcfs without exception. * 
The plane it has only one straight lino at infinity, because 
through the'point 8 only one plane parallel to o- can bo 

* This is one of th^fundamental hypotheses of the Euclidian Geometry. 
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t * 

drawn. The straight line the image of the straight line 
at infinity, is called the vanishing line of </. It is parallel 
to acr'. r 

In the same way, the plane <r' has a straight line At infinity 
which corresponds to the intersection of thfe plane <r with the 
pkrne ir' drawn through 8 parallel to </. t 

Two parallel planes have the same straight line at infinity 
in common. All planes parallel to a given plane must be 
considered as passing through st fixed straight line at 
infinity. ' ^ 

If a straight line is parallel to a plane, the straight line at 
infinity in the plane passes through the point at infinity on 
the line. If tvxf straight lines are parallel, they meet Jin the 
same point the straight line at infinity in their plane. 

Two planes always cut one another in a straight linfc (finite 
or infinitely distant). * * 

A straight ljne and a plane (not containing the line) always 
intersect in a point (finite or infinitely distant). 

Three planes which do not contain the same straight line 
have always a common point (finite or infinitely distant). 

14. Theorem. If two plane figures ABC ..., A'B’C '..., 
(Fig'. 1) lying in different planes <r and </, are in perspective , 
i.e. if the rays AA', BB', CC',... meet in a point’s , then the 
corresponding straight lines AB and A'B\ AC and A'C ',..., 
BC and B'C f , ... will cut one another \n points lying on the 
same straight line , viz. the intersection of the planes of the 
two figures. 

It is to be shown that if M is a point lying on the 
straight line era-', and if a straight line a, lying in the plane «r, 
passes through M, then the corresponding straight line a' will 
also pass tijough M. But this is evidentlywthe pas§, since the 
two straight lints a and a' are the intersections of the same 
projecting plane‘with the two* planes <r and <r', and conse¬ 
quently the three straight lines oV, a, and a ' meet in a point, 
f/iz.. that common to,the three planes. The straight line 
oV is the locus of the points which correspond to themgelves 
in the two figures. 

The vanishing line i' iq the plane <r' is parallel to the 
straight line oV, since i' and th*e^(jrrfespopding1straight # line i, 
which lies entirely at an infinite distance in the plane <r, 
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must intersect one another on o-o-'. Similarly, the vanishing 
line j of the plane o- is parallel to <r</. • 

If each of the figures is a triangle, the theorem reads as 
follows l-r • 

If two triangles ABC and A'B'C', lying respectively in the 
planes <r g,nd </, are such that the straight lines AA', BB', CC' 
meet in a point S, then the three pairs of corresponding 
sides, BC and B'C', CA and C'A', AB and A'B', intersect in 
points lying oil the straight line <r</. 
j 15. Conversely, if to the points A , B , C, .., and to the 
straight lines AB, AC,... , BC,... of a plane figure a- corre- * 
■ spond severally the points A', B', C', . . and the Straight lines 
A*B\A'C', . . , B'C', . . of another plane fifuge a' *, in such 
a way that the corresponding lines AB and A'B','AC and A’C', 
..., BC and B'(f,... meet in points lying on the line of inter¬ 
section (<t</), of the planes o 9 and <r* then the two figures are in 
perspective. 9 • f 

For if S be the poii\t which is common to the three 
planes AB . A'B', AC . A'C', BC . B'C\, the three edges 
AA', BB', CC' of the trihedral angle formed by the same 
planes will meet in S. Similarly, the thfee planes AB . A'B', 
AD. A'D', BD. B'D' meet in a point which is common to the 
‘ edges AA , BB', DD', and this point is again S, since the two 
straight lines AA', BB' suffice to determine it. Therefore all 
the straight lines A£!, BB', CC', DD' ... pass through the 
same point S ; that is, the two given figures arc in perspec¬ 
tive, and S is th|ir centre of projection. 

If each of the figures is? a triangle, we have the theorem : 
If two triangles ABC and A'B'C', lying respectively in the 
planes o- and </, are such that the sides BC and B'C', CA 
and C'A' 4 AB ard A'B' intersect $ne another tgftf'and two 
in points lying ojs the straight line a a', theythe straight lines 
AA', BB', CC' meet in a point S. 9 

16. Theorem. If two triangles A 1 B 1 C l and A 2 B 2 C 2 , lying 
in the same plane, are such that the straight lines A X A 2 , B X B^, 
CjC % meet in the same point 0, (hen the three points of inter¬ 
section of the sides B 1 (J 1 dnd B 2 C 2 , C 1 A 1 afld C 2 A 2 , A 1 B 1 and 
A 2 B 2 lie on a straight line. (1\ 3.) 

■s-- * % * • 

* The planes a and a' are to be regarded as distinct from each other. 
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Through the point 0 which is common to the straight 
lines A X A 2 , B X B 2 , C X C 2 , draw any straight line outside the 
plane <r, and in this straight line take two points S x and S 2 . 
Project the triangle A 1 B 1 C 1 from S x and the triangle A 2 B. i C 2 
from S 2 . The points A v A 2 , 0, S 2 , 8 X lie in the same plane ; 
therefore 8^ and S 2 A 2 meet one another (in A suppose); 
similarly 8 1 B 1 and 8 2 B 2 (in B suppose) and S 1 G 1 and S 2 C 2 
(in C suppose). Thus the triangle ABC is in perspective 
both with A 1 B 1 C 1 and with A 2 B 2 C 2 t The straight lines BC, 
B X C V B 2 G 2 intersect in pairs and therefore meet in one ai^l 
* the same point ^4 0 *. Similarly GA, C 1 A V and A 2 O e meet in 

a point B 0 , and AB, B X A V 



and 

The 


A 2 B 2 in a poirit 
three points A 0 , 


B t 


o» 

lie on the straight 
'line which is common to 
the planes a an/1 ABC. 
.The theorem is therefore 
proved. 

17. Conversely, If two 
triangles A 1 B 1 C 1 and 
A 2 B 2 C 2 , lying in the same 
plane , are such that the 
sides B 1 C 1 and B 2 C 2 , C X A X 
and C 2 A 2 , A x B l and A 2 B 2 
cut one another in pairs in three collinear points A 0 , B 0 , C 0 , 
then the straight lines A X A 2 , B X B 2 , C X C 2 , fvhich join corre¬ 
sponding angular points, will pasi through one and the same 
point 0. (Fig. 3.) 

Through the straight line AqB^Cq draw another plane, 
and proj&^. from an*arbitrary centre S v the triangle A X B X G^ 
upon this plane^ If ABC be the projection, the straight 
lines BC, B 1 C 1 will cut one another in the point A 0 , through 
which B 2 C 2 will also pass ; similarly AC will pass through B 0 
and AB through C 0 . The straight lines AA 2 , BB 2 , CC 2 inter¬ 
sect in pairs, Without howbver all tliree lying in the fame 

^ * * 

, * * 8 the intersection of the planes and 8.,B t C 3 , which do not coin¬ 

cide ; so that the straight lines BC, *B X C., and J? a (7 a do not all three lio in one 
piano. The three planes BC . Bfi u BC . 2%CV, and Bfi, . B.JD „ (or a) interest 
m the same point A 0 . 
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plane; they will therefore all meet in one point S 2 . The 
straight lines S X S 2 and A X A 2 lie in the s&me plane, since 
and 8 2 A 2 intersect in A ; therefore 8 X S 2 meets the three 
straight lines A x A 2i f x .B 2 , C x C 2i i.e. A t A 2 , B x B 2i C 1 C 2 all meet 
in one point 0, vi&, that which is common to the plane <r and 
the straight line S ± S 2 *. * 

* Poncelet, Propritles projectivcs dea figures (Paris, 1822), Art. 108. Tho 
theorems of Arts. 11 and 12 are due to Desabuves (( Euvres , ed. Poudra, vol. i. 
p. 413). - « 
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18. Consider a plane <r and another plane <r', in which 
latter lies any given figure made up of points and straight 
« lines. Take two points S 1 and S 2 lying outside AXe givJh 
planes, and* project from each of them as centre Che given. 
figure a' on to the plane <r. In this way two-new figures 
(<r 1 and <t 2 say) will be formed, which lie in the plane a, and 
which are. the projections of one an<jl the safiic figure «■' upon' 
one and the same plane <r\ but from different centres of 
projection. Let two points A x and A 2 , or two*straight lines 
a x and a 2 , in the figures o- x and <r 2 be said to correspond £o*each 
other when they are the images of one and the same point 
A' or of one and the same straight line a ' of the figure a. 
We have thus two figures <r 1 and <r 2 lying in the same plane <r, 
and so related that to the' points A lf B v C \,... and the lines 
A l B v A x Cf ,..., ByC^ ..., of the one correspond‘ the points* 
A 2 , B 2 ,tC 2 ,..., and the lines A 2 B 2 , A 2 C 2 ,..., B 2 C 2 >..., of the 
other. Since any two corresponding straight lines of a' and a x 
intersect in a point lying on the straight line oV, and again 
any two corresponding straight lines of </ and tr 2 intersect in 
a point lying on the same straight line era', it follows that 
three corresponding straight lines of rr, <r lf and <r a meet in one 
and the same point, which is determined as the intersection 
of the slight line of </ with the straight,,line aa. That is 
to say, two J coriv*sponding straight lines of«thelBgures a 1 and 
a 2 always intersect on a fixed straight line, the trace of «r' on 
If moreover A x and A 2 are a pair of corresponding points of (r x 
t and <r 2 , the rays 8jA v S 2 A 2 have a point A' in common, and 
therefore lie in 4 the same plffne : consequently A 1 A 2 and S 1 S 2 
intersect in a poftit O. Thus we arrive at the property that 
every straight line, such as A X A 2 , which connects a pair of 
corresponding points of the* figures m^and <r 2 , passes through 
a fixed point 0, which is the intersection of S X S 2 aneTcr. 
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From this we conclude that two figures cr 1 and <r 2 which 
are the projections of one and the same figure on one and 
the same plane, but from different centres of projection, 
possess aU the* properties of figures in perspective (Art. 8) 
although they lie'in the same plane. To the points and the 
straight fines of the first correspond, each to each, the points 
and the straight lines of the second figure ; two correspond¬ 
ing points always lie on a ray passing through a fixed point 
0 ; and two corresponding straight lines always intersect 
Ojfi a fixpd straight line s. Such figures are said to be homo- 
logical, of in homology; 0 is termed the centre of homology, 
and s the axis of homology *. They may also be said to be 
in plane perspective ; 0 being called the cenTre of perspective, 
and s the axis of perspective. 

19. Theorem. In theptane a.are given two figure's a- x and <r 2 
which are suph that to the points A x , B x , C x , ... gnd to the 
straight lines A X B X , A X C X ,..., B X C X , ...of the one Correspond, 
each to each, the points A 2 , B 2 , C 2 ,... and the straight lines 
A 2 B 2 , A 2 C 2 , ..., B 2 C 2 ,... of the other. If the points of inter¬ 
section of corresponding straight lines lie on a fixed straight line, 
then the straight lines which join corresponding points will all 
pass through a fixed point 0. 

Let A x and A 2 , B x and B 2 , C x and C 2 be three pairs 
of corresponding points ; they form two triangles *A X B X C X 
and A 2 B 2 G 2 whose corresponding sides B X C\ and B 2 C 2 , C X A X 
and C 2 A 2 k A x B x ^n(i A 2 B 2 intersect in three collinear points. 
By the theorem’of Art. VJ the rays A X A 2 , B X B 2 , C X C 2 will 
therefore meet in the same point O ; but two rays A X A 2 and 
B x B 2 suffice to determine this point; in whatever way then 
the third pair of points C x i C 2 may be chosen, the ray C\C 2 
will always pass through O. * 

• The figures af, <r 2 are therefore in hom^ogy, 0 being the 
centre, and s the axis, of homology. 

Corollary. —It .follows that if two figures lying either in the same 
or in different planes are in perspective, and if *ihc plane of one 
of the figures he made to'turn round the axis*of perspective, then 
corresponding straight lines* A X A 2 , B X B 2 , &c., will always be con¬ 
current; t.c.' the two figures will ^remain always in perspective. 

f. * * * 

p 

* Poncelet, PropriiUs projectives, Arts. 297 aeqq. 
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The centre of perspective will of course change its position ; it will 
be seen further on (Art. .22) that it describes a certain circle. 

20. Theorem. If to the straight lines a, b, c, ... and to the 

points ah, ac,... , be , ..., of a figure correspond severally the 
straight lines a', b', c', ... and the points a'b', a'c ',..., b'c', ... 
of another coplanar figure, so that the pairs of corresponding 
points ah and a'b', ac and a'c', be and b'c', ... are collinear 
with a fixed point 0; then the corresponding straight lines 
a and a', b and b', c and c', dec., will intersect m points which 
lie on a straight line. ‘ _ * 

Let a and a', b and b', c and c' be three pairs of corre¬ 
sponding straight lines ; since by hypothesis the straight 
lines which joiv the corresponding vertices of the triangles 
abc, a'b'c' all meet in a point 0 , it follows (Art. 16) that the 
corresponding sides a and a'^ b and b', c and c' intersect in 
three points lying on a straight line. But two ppints aa', bb', 
suffice to determine this straight line ; it remains therefore 
the same if instead of c and c' any other two corresponding 
rays are considered. Two corresponding straight lines there¬ 
fore always intersect on a fixed straight line, which we may 
call s ; thus the given figures are in homology, 0 being the 
centre, and s the axis, of homology. 

21. Consider two homological figures a 1 and a 2 lying in 
the plane a ; let 0 be their centre, s their axis of homology. 
Through the point 0 and outside the plane <r draw any 
straight lino, and on this take a point S p from which as 
centre project the figure «r 1 upon a new plane drawn in any 
way through s. In this manner we construct in the plane or' 
a figure A'B'C '... which is in perspective with the given one 
a- 1 = A l B : G 1 .... If we consider two points A' and A 2 of the 
figures a'dad <r a , which are derived from due end. the same 
point A x of cr v as*corresponding to each other, then to every 
point or straight line of <r' corresponds a single point or 
straight line of cr 2 , and vice versa ; and every pair of corre¬ 
sponding straight lines,, such as A'B' and A 2 B 2 , intersect on 
a fixed straight line <n/ or s. Consequently (Art. 15.) the 
figures a-' and <r 2 are in perspective, and the rays A'A 2 , 
B'B 2 ,... all pass through a fixed point S 2 . Moreover every 
ray A'A Z meets the straight lme»CXS v since the points 4',,.4a 
lie on the sides S X A 1} OA x of the triangle OA x S v The rays 
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A'A 2 , B'B 2 , ... do not all lie in the same plane, because the 
points A 2 , B z , ... lie arbitrarily in the plane <r ; the point S 2 
therefore lies on the straight line OS v 

From this vfe conclude that two homological figures may 
be regarded, in an infinite number of ways, as the projections, 
from two distinct points, of one and the same figure ; this 
figure lying in a plane passing through the axis of homology, 
and the two points being collinear with the centre of homology. 

22. Consider two figures in perspective, lying in the planes 
(if </ respectively' (or two figures in plane perspective in the 
same plane a); let O (Fig. 4) be the centre and s the axis of 
perspective, and let j and 
i' fee the vanishing lines of 
the two figures. If J and* 

I' are joints lying on these 
vanishing linps, the points 
J' and /-which correspond 
to each of them respec- J s 

tively in tlic other figure iFig 

will be at infinity on the 

rays OJ, OV respectively. Further, the two corresponding 
straight lines IJ, l’J’ must meet in some point on s ; there 
are consequently an infinito number of parallelograms having 
one vertex at 0, the opposite one on s, and the other two 
vertices on j and i' respectively*. 

Now, supposing the two figures to keep their positions in 
their planes unaltered, l$t the plane <r' bo made to turn 
round <t<t' or s. Every pair of corresponding straight lines 
must always meet on s ; consequently the two figures will 
always remain in perspective (Arts. 15, 19), and the point 0 
will describe*somd curve in space. » 

, In order to determine this curve, consider any one of the 
above-mentioned parallelograms OJSF. It remains always 
a parallelogram, and the length of FS is invariable ; there¬ 
fore also OJ is of constant length. The locqs of the centre, 
of perspective 0 is therefore a circle whose centre lies on 
the vanishing line j and whose plane is perpendicular to this 
line and therefore to the axis of ^perspective s *. 


MObius, BaryccyArische Calcul (Leipzig, 1827), § 230 (noto, p. 326). 
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23. (1) Given the centre 0 and the axis 8 of homology , and two 
corresponding points A and A' (collinear with 0) ; to construct the 
figure homological ivith a given figure. 

Take a second point B of the given figure (Fig. 5). To obtain 
the corresponding point B', we notice that the ray BB r must pass 
through 0 and that the straight lines AB, A'B' which correspond to 
one another must intersect on s ; thus B' will be the point where OB 
meets the straight line joining A' to the intersection of AB with s*. 
In the same way we can construct any number of pairs of correspond¬ 
ing points ; in prder to draw the 
3 j straight line r' which corresponds 

- ~7\j\ to a given straight line r, we have 

/ only to find the porno B ' which 

/ /j I \\r corresponds to a point B lying on 

il-—V-Nr -- the line r, and to join the points 

*—7/W—» -B'andrs. . 

// \ // 'To order tq find the point V 

fy (the vanishing point) whidi corre- 

1 v sponds to the infinitely distant 

1 Fig. 5. point Iona givcif straight line (a 

ray 01, for example, dfawn from 
0), we repeat the construction just given for the point B'; i.e. we join 
another point A of the first figure to the point at infinity / on' 01 
(that is, we draw AI parallel to 01), and then join A’ to the point 
where AI meets s, afrd produt'e the joining line to cut 01 in I'. 
Then I' is the required, point. 

All points finalogous to I' (i.e. those which correspond to the points 

at infinity in the given figure) fall on a 
straight line i', parallel to s; i' is the 
vanishing line of the second figure. If, in 
/ \ the preceding construction, we interchange 

/ \ the points A and A 'f, we shall obtain a 

/ \ point J (a vanishing point) lying on the 

A /y \ \ vanishing line j of the first figure. 

Ns \ , (2) Suppose that instead of two corre- 

b '/ s P on di n g points A,A' there are given (Fig. 6) 

/ two corresponding straight lines a , a’. 

\« These will of course intersect on s ; and 
every ray passing through 0 will cut thepi 
***>■ in two conesponding points A, A'. In order 

to obtain tlie straight line b' which corre¬ 
sponds to any straight line 6 in the first figure, we have only to join 


Fig. «J. 


* This construction shows that if B lies unoi; s, then B' will coincide with B ; 
i. e. that every point & I s is its own correspondent. 

t Otherwise : Draw' through A’ any straight lino J’A', then through A and 
the intersection of J'A' with s drav^a straight line JA, and through 0 draw OJ' 
parallel to A'J'. Then the intersection 1 of.OJ' &nd JA is the vanishing point J, 
and a straight line j drawn through J parallel to the vanishing lirfe 6? the 
first figure. „ 
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the point bs to the point of intersection of a' with the ray passing 
through 0 and ab*. 

(3) The data of the problem may also be the centre 0 , the axis s, and 
the vanishing line j of the first figure (Fig. 7). 

In this cash, if a straight line a of the first 
figure cuts j in J and s in P, the point J' % 

corresponding to J will be collinear with J and 
0 and at an infinite distance from O. And as 
the straight line a' corresponding to a must 
pass both through J' and through P, it is the ‘ / 
parallel drawn through P to' OJ. / 

•To find the point A' corresponding to a a 
grven poSit A, we must draw the straight line 
a' which corresponds to a straight line a drawn 
arbitrarily through A ; the intersection of a' 
with QA is the required point A'. 

(4) Assuming a knowledge-of the constructions "]ust giv°n, let 

again 0»be the centre, s the axis, of homology, and j the vanishing 
line of the first figure. / * 

In the first figure let a circle G be given (Figs. 8, 0, 10); to this 
circle will*correspond in the second figure a curve C which we can 
construct by determining, according to the method above, the points 
and straighi'lines which correspond to the points and tangents of G. 

Two corresponding points will always be collinear with 0, and two 
corresponding chords (i.e. straight lnes MN, IV N\ where M and M\ 
N and N', are two pairs of corresponding points) will_always intersect 
on s ; as a particular case two corresponding tangents m and m' 
(i.e. tangents at corresponding points M and M') will meet in a point 
lying on s. 

It follows clearly from this that the curve G' possesses, in common 
with the circle, the two following properties : 

(1) Every, straight line in its plane either cuts it in two points, or 
is a tangent to it, or has no ppint in common with it. 

(2) Through any point in the plane can be drawn either two 
tangents to the curve, or only one (if the point is on the curve), 
or none. 

Since two homological figures pan be considered as arisir t , from the 
superposition <f two figures in perspective lying in dificrent planes 
QVrt. 22), the curve G' is simply the plane sectior of an oblique cone 
on a circular base; i.e. the cone .vhich is formed by the straight lines 
which run from any point in space to all points of a. circle. 

For this reason the curve G' is called a conic section or simply 
a conic ; thus the curve which i% homological with a circle in\ 
a conic. 

The points on the straight line j correspond to the points at 
infinity in th<* second figure. Now the circle G may cut j in two 

IvMoIlows from this that if a passes through O, then a' will coincide with a ; 
*. c. every straight line jj&ssing through 0 corresponds to itself. 
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points J x , J 2 (Fig. 8), or it may touch j in a single point J (Fig. 9), 
or it may have no point in common with j (Fig. 10). 

In th e first case (Fig. 8) the curve O' will have two points J x , J 2t at 
an infinite distance, situated in the direction of the straight lines OJ lt 
OJ 2 . To the two straight lines which touclv the dirclc m J x and J 2 




Fig. 9. 


will correspond "two straight lines (parallel respectively to 0J 1 and 
OJ 2 ) which must i>e considered as tangents to the curve 0 A at its 
points at infinity J x , J 2> These two tangents, whose points of 
contact lie at infinity, are cabled asymjjtote s of the‘curve C ; the 
curve itself is called a hyperbola. * * k „ 

In the second case (Fig. 9) the curve G' fias^a single point J' at 
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infinity; this must be regarded as the point of contact of the straight 
line at infinity j f , which is the tangent to O' corresponding to the 
tangent j at the point J of the circle. This curve 0 is called a 
'parabola. 



Fig. 10. 



In tfye third case (Fig. 10) ?he curve has no point at infinity ; it is 
called an ellipse. * 

In the same ^ay it may be Shown that if in the first figure a conic 
0 is given, the corresponding curvtv O’ in the second figure will be 
a co4M*also. ». • * ✓ 

(5). The centre of homology is a point which corresponds to itself, 
^ 1514 ' O 
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and every ray which passes through it corresponds to itself. If then 
a curve C pass through 0, the corresponding curve C' will also pass 
through 0, and the two curves will have a common tangent at this 
point. Fig. 11 shows the case where one of the curves is taken to be 
a circle, and the axis of homology s and the pfcinfc A corresponding to 
the point A' of the circle are supposed to be given. 

Similarly, every point on the axis of homology corresponds to 
itself. If then a curve belonging to the first figure touch s at a 
certain point, the corresponding curve in the second figure will touch 
s at the same point. In Fig. 12 is shown a circle which is to be 
transformed homologically by means of its tangents ; moreover it is 
supposed that the axis of homology touches the circle, that £he centre 


V 



Fig. 12. 


of homc’^gy is any,given point, and that the straight line a of 
the second figure is given which corresponds tu the tangent a' of the 
circle. 

(6). Two particular cases may -be noticed : 

(1) The axis of homology s may 1 lie altogether at infinity; then 
two corresponding straight lines are always parallel, or, what amounts 
to the same thing, two corresponding angles are always equal. In 
this case the two figures are said to be similar and similarly placed, 
or homothetic*, and the point 0 is called the centre of similitude. 

Let M v ill/ and il/ 2 , ill./ be two* pairs of corresponding points 

<■ , 

* Homothetic figures may be regarded at? sections of a pyramid or a cq t '« made 
by parallel planes ; a, the line of intersection of the two planes, lies at an infinite 
distance. This is the case in t Art. 8 if cr and a are parallel planes. 
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of two liomothetic figures, so that M x Mf, meet in 0, while 

M x M it MyM.\ are parallel. By similar triangles 

OM t : OMf = 0M 2 : Oil/ 2 '= M X M % : MfMf, 
so that thejratio OM: OM' is constant for all pairs of corresponding 
points M and M\ This constant ratio is called the ratio of similitude 
of the two figures. • 

The tangents at two corresponding points M, M' must meet on the 
axis of homology s,i.e. they are parallel to one another. If then the 
tangent at M pass through 0, it must coincide with the tangent at 
W. It follows that if the two figures are such that common tangents 
can be drawn to them, every common tangent passes through a centre 
of similitude. 

Take t^fo points 0, O' eollinear with 0 and such that 
00 : OC' — OM : OM '=ratio of similitude. 

Then if CM, G'M' be joined, they will evidently fie parallel, and 
CM : GM'= ratio <?f similitude Therefore if M lie on a circle,^centre 
C and radius p, M* will lie on another circle whose centre is O' and 
whoso radius p is such that p : \P— ratig of similitude. In two hoino- 
thetic figures then to a circle always corresponds a circle** Further, 
if 00' bo "again divided at O', so that * 

O'C : 00 : 00'=p : ,/= ratio of similitude, 

it is clear that O' will be a second centre of sinlilitudc for the two 
circles. It can be proved in a similar mannej that any two central 
conics (see Chap. XXI) which arc liomothetic, and for which a point 
0 is the centre of similitude, have a second centre of similitude O '; 
and that 0, O' are eollinear with the centres 0, O' of th*e two conics, 
and divide the segment 00' internally and externally in the ratio of 
similitude. If the conics have real common tangents, O and O' will 
be the points of intersection of those taken in pairs— the two external 
tangents together, and the two internal tangents together. 

(2) The p<Jint 0, <£n the other hand, may lie at an infinite distance ; 
then the straight lines which*join pairs of corresponding points are 
parallel to a fixed direction. In this case the figures have been termed 
homological by affinity*, the straight line s being termed the axis of 
affinity To a point at infinity corresponds in this case a point at 
infinity, and the straight line At infinity corresponds t /itself. It 
follows from this that to an ellipse corresponds anjflipsc, to a hyper¬ 
bola a hyperbola, to a parabola a parabola, toffa parallelogram a 
parallelogram. 

* Euler, Introductio ... ii. cap. 18 ; Mobius, Baryc. Calcul, § 144 ct seqq. * 
t If two figures aro so related, they may bo regarded aS plane sections of \ 
a. prism, or of a cylinder. This is^th^ case in Art. 8 if the centre 8 of projection 
is infinitely distant. The projection is then called parallel projection. In the 
particular case where the parallel) 8A , SB, SC,... are perpendicular to the 
plane of projectidh it is called orthogonal projection. 
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HOMOLOGICAL FIGURES IN SPACE 

24. Suppose a figure to be given which is made up of points, 
planes, and straight lines lying in any manner in space; the relief- 
perspective * of this is constructed in the following manner^ A poipt 
0 in space is taken as centre of perspective or homology \ . a plane of 
homology v is taken, every point of which is to be its own image ; 
and in addition Jo these is taken a point A! which is to be the image 
of a point A of the given figure, so that A A' passes through 0. Let 
now B be any other point; in order to obtain its/mage B\ the plane 
OAB is drawn, and we then proceed in this plane as if w ! e had to 
construct two homological figures, 'taking 0 as the centre and the 
intersection of the planes OAB and ir as the axis of homology, and 
A , A! as two corresponding points. The point B' will be the inter¬ 
section of OB with the straight line passing through A! and the point 
where the straight line AB cuts the plane ir (Art. 23, Fig. 4). Let 
C be a tliird point; its image O' will be the point of intersection of 
00 with A'D or with' B'E (in vr), where D and E are the points in 
which the plane ir is met by AC, BC respectively. 

This method will yield, for every point of the given figure, the 
corresponding point of the image, and two corresponding points will 
always lie on a straight line passing through 0. Every plane a- 
passing through 0 cuts the tw6 solid figures (the given one and its 
image) in two homological figures, for which 0 is the centre, and the 
straight line a-w the axis, of homology. It follows from this that to 
every straight line of the given figure corresponds a straight line in 
the image, and that two corresponding straight lines lie always 
in a plane passing through 0 and meet each other in a point lying 
on the plane ir. 

Furtheii^ to every‘plane a, belonging to the, given figure, and not 
passing through <), will correspond a plane a in the^lniage. For to 
the straight lines\ ,b,c, ... of the plane a correspond severally the 
straight lines a', b', c',...; and to tnekpoints ab, ac,\..,bc,... the points 
a’b', a'c ',..., b'c', .... In other words, the straight lines a', V, c\... 

, are such that they intersect in pairs, but do not all meet in the same 
point; they liethereforcin tile same plane a f- Two corresponding 

i 

* This problem may present itself in the construction of bas-reliefs and of 
theatre decorations (Poncelet, Prop. prof. 584; Povdra,^P erspective-relief, 
Paris, 1860). 

t Since c' cuts both o' and V without p»sf,ing through thfr point a!b\ therefore 
e' has two points in common with the plane ah', artil consequently lies entirely 
in the plane a'V. And similarly for the other straight tones. 
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planes a, a intersect on the plane ir ; for all the points and all the 
straight lines of this last plane correspond to themselves, and there¬ 
fore the straight line air coincides with the straight line air. 

The two plane§ a, a evidently contain two figures in perspective 
(like the planes or, <t' oi Arts. 12 and 14). 

25* In every plane or passing through 0 lies a vanishing line t', 
which is the image of the point at infinity in the same plane. Tfie 
vanishing lines of the planes <r v o- 2 have a common point, which is 
the image of the point at infinity on the line The vanishing 

lines of all the pjanes <r are therefore such as to cut each other in 
pairs ; and as they do not pass all through the same point (since the 
p^ines though 0 db not pass all through the same straight line), 
they mus4 tie in one and the same plane <£'. 

This plane </>', which may be called the vanishing plahe, is parallel 
to the plane it, since all the vanishing lines of Jthe planes «r are 
parallel to the same plane ir. The vanishing plane, </»' is thus the 
locus of the straight lines whidh correspond to the straight lines at 
infinity in all the planes of apace, and is consequently also the locus 
of the points which correspond* to the^ points at infinity in all the 
straight lines of space : for the line at infinity in any plafie a is the 
same thin£ as the lino at infinity in the plane througli 0 parallel to 
a ; so also the point at infinity fln any straight line a coincides with 
the point at "infinity on the straight line drawn -through 0 parallel 
to a. 

26. The infinitely distant points of all spabe are then such that 
their images are the points of one and the same plane <f>' (the vanishing 
plane). It is therefore natural to consider all the infinitely distant, 
points in space as lying in one and the same plane (the plane at 
infinity) of which the plane <f>’ is the image *. • 

The idea of the plane a£ infinity being granted, the point at infinity 
on any straight line a is simply the point a<£, and the straight line at 
infinity in any plana a is the straight line a$. Two straight lines are 
parallel if they intersect in appoint of the plane <£ ; two planes are 
parallel if their line of intersection lies in the plane <f>, &c. 

* Poucelet, Prop . prnj . 580. 
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GEOMETRIC FORMS 

27. A range or row of points is a figure A, B, C, ... com¬ 

posed of points lying on a straight line (which is called the 
base of the range); such is, for example, the figure resulting 
from the operations of Art. 5 or Art. 7. \ 

An axial pencil is a figure a, (3, y ,... composed of planes 
all passing through the same straight line (the axis of the 
pencil); such is the figure resulting from the operations of 
Art. 4 or Art. 6. 

A j flat pencil is a figure a, If', c, ... composed of straight 
lines lying all in the same plane and radiating 1 from A given 
point (the centre or vertex of the pencil) ; such would be the 
figure obtained by applying the operation of Art. 2 to a range, 
or that of Art. 3 to an axial pencil. 

A sheaf (sheaf of planes, sheaf of lines) is a figure made up 
of planes or straight lines, all of which pass through a given 
point (the .centre of the sheaf); like that which Icsults from 
the operation of Art. 2. 

A plane figure (plane of points, plape of lines ) is a figure 
which consists of points or straight lines all of which lie 
in the same plane ; such is the figure resulting from the 
operation of Art. 3. 

28. The first three figures can be derived one from the 
other by a projection or a section*. 

From' - a range 34 , B, C, ... "is derived an ^xial pencil 

s (A , B, C, ..'kj by projecting the rangfe, from an axis s 

(Art. 4); and a'flat pencil 0 (j. , B, C ,...) by projecting it 

from a centre 0 (Art. 2). From an axial pencil a, {3 ,y, ... 

,.is derived a range s (a, ft ,y, ...) by cutting the pencil by 

a transversal lino s (Art. 5 ); and a fiat pencil a (a , /3, y ,...) 
• 

* The scries of planes sA , sB, sO, ...; cf rays OA , OB, 00 ,...; of points 
sa, s0, sy ,..and of straight lines, aa, a0, ay, .. .will bo denoted by s{A , B ,0, 
...), 0 (A, B ,C,a [n, 0, y, a.id ff (a, a, 7 ,...) respectively. To denote 
the scries of points A , B, 0 , ... the symbols A , B^O, ... and A BO ..?*Will be 
used indifferently. n 
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by cutting it by a transversal plane a (Art. 3). From a flat 
pencil a,b ,c, ... is derived a range <t (a,b, c, ...) by cutting 
it by a transversal plane o- (Art. 3); and an axial pencil 0 
(a,b,c, *..) by* projecting it from a centre 0 (Art. 2). 

29. In a similar manner the last two figures of Art. 27 can 
be derived one from the other by help of one of the operatidhs 
of Art. 2 or Art. 3 ; in fact, if we project from a centre 0 
a plane of points or lines we obtain a sheaf of lines or planes ; 
and reciprocally, if we cut a sheaf of lines or planes by 
a. transversal plane we obtain a plane of points or lines. Two 
plane figures in perspective (Art. 12) are two sections of the 
same sheaf. 

'30. The elements or constituents of the rang?, are the points ; 
those of the axial pencil, the planes ; those of the flat pencil, 
the straight lines or rays. * 

In the plane figure eithol- the points or the straight lines 
may be, regarded as the elements. If the ppints are con¬ 
sidered as the elements, flip straight lines of the figure are 
the bases«of so many ranges; if, on thp other hand, the 
straight lines or rays are considered as the elements, the 
points of the figure are the centres of so many Hat pencils. 

The plane of points ( i.e. the plane figure in which the 
elements are points) contains therefore an infinite number 
of ranges*, and the plane of lines (i.e. the plane figure in 
which the elements are lines f)* contains an infinite number 
of flat pencils. 

In the sheaf cipher the planes, or the straight lines or rays, 

may be regarded as the elements. If we take the planes as 

elements, the rays of the sheaf are the axes of so many 

axial pencils ; if, on the other hand, the rays are considered 

as the elejments, the planes of thq shestf are so fhany flat 

pencils. / 

The sheaf contains therefore an infinite number of axial 

pencils or an infinite number of flat pencils, according as its 

planes or its straight lines are regarded as its elements. ^ A 

31. Space may also be considered as a geometrical figure, 

whose elements are eitlier’points or planed 

* One of these ranges has all its points at an infinite distance ; each of the 
others has only one point at infinity. * 
t«iBhe straight line at»jpfinity Belongs to an infinite number of flat pencils, 
each of which has its^entre at infinity, and consequently all its rays parallel. 
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Taking the points as elements, the straight lines of space 
are the bases of so many ranges, and the planes of space so 
many planes of points. If, on the other hand, the planes are 
considered as elements, the straight linps of* space are the 
axes of so many axial pencils, and points ‘of space are the 
centres of so many sheaves of planes. , 

Space contains therefore an infinite number of planes of 
points* or an infinite number of sheaves of planesf, accord¬ 
ing as we take the point or the plane as the element in order 
to construct it. ' 

I f 

32. The first three figures, viz. the range, the axial pencil, 
and the flat pencil, which possess the property that each 
can be derived feom the other by help of one of the operations 
of Arfs. 2, 3, , are included together under one name, and 

are termed the one-dimensional geometric prime-forma. 

The fourth and fifth figures, Viz. the sheaf of planes or 
lines and the, plane of points or lines, which may in like 
manner be derived one from thp other by means of one of 
the operations of ,Arts. 2, 3, ..., and which moreover possess 
the property of including in themselves an infinite number 
of one-dimensional prime-forms, are likewise classed together 
under one title, as the two 1 dimensional geometric prime-forms. 

Lastly, space, which includes in itself an infinite number 
of two-dimensional prime-forms, is considered as constituting 
the three-dimensional geometric prime-fqrm. 

There are accordingly six geometric prime-forms; three 
of one dimension, two of two dimensions, .and ofic of three 
dimensions J. 

Note .—With reference to the use of the word dimension in the 
preceding Article, it is clear, from what has been said in Art. 28, 
that we are justified ih considering the range, the fl&fc pencil, and 
the axial pencil, dA of the same dimensions, sine j to every point in 
the first corresponds one ray in the second and one plane in the 
third. The number of elements in each of these forms is infinite, 
but it is the same in all three. 

. Similarly we conclude from Art. 29 that we are justified in con¬ 
sidering the plane figure as of t'hc same dimensions with the sheaf. 

But the plane of points (lines) contains [Art. 30) an infinite number 

* One of them lies entirely at infinity. 

t .Among theso, there are an infimte.numbcr which have .their centre at an 
infinite distance, and whoso rays are consequently parallel. ««; 

J Staudt, Geometric der Lnge (Niirnberg, 1847), Arts. 26, 28. 
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of ranges (flat pencils); and each of these ranges (flat pencils) itself 
contains an infinite number of points (rays). Thus the plane figure 
contains a number of points (lines) which is an infinity of the second 
order compared with the infinity of points in a range, or of rays in 
a flat pencil'; ancf mush therefore be considered as of two dimensions 
if the range and flat" pencil are taken to be of one dimension. 

So too tfce sheaf of planes (or lines) contains (Art. 30) an infinite 
number of axial pencils (or of flat pencils), and each of these itself 
contains an infinite number of planes (or of rays). Therefore also 
the sheaf of planes or lines must be of double the dimensions of the 
axial pencil or the flat pencil. 

Again, space, considered as made up of points, contains an infinite 
number o \ planes of points, and considered as made up of planes, it 
contains an infinite number of sheaves of planes. Space thus contains 
an infinite numbdr of forms of two dimensions, which latter, again, 
contain each an infinite number of forms of one dimension. Space 
must accordingly be regarded eEs of three dimensions. 

We may put the matter thus : 

Forms of one dimension are tiioso winch contain a simple infinity 
(oo) of elements ; 

Forms of two dimensions are those which contain a'double infinity 
(oo a ) of elements ; 

Forms of three dimensions are those which contain a triple infinity 
(oo 3 ) of elements. 



CHAPTER VI' 

c 

THE PRINCIPLE OF DUALITY 51 

33. Geometry (speaking generally) studies the generation 

and the properties of figures lying (1) in'space of three 
dimensions, (2) in a plane, (3) in a sheaf. ' In each qase, a$y 
figure considered is simply an assemblage of elements ; or, 
what amounts to the same thing, it is the aggregate of the 
elements with 'Which a moving or variable element coincides 
in ifis successive positions. The moving- element which 
generates the figures may he, in the first case, the Joint or 
the plane ; in the second'easc the point or thc.straight line ; 
in the third-ease the plane or the straight line. There are 
therefore always two correlative or reciprocal methods by 
which figures may be generated and their properties deduced, 
and it is in this that geometric Dmlity consists. By this 
duality is meant the co-exisCence of figures (and consequently 
of their properties also) in pairs; two such co-existing 
(i correlative or reciprocal ) figures having the same genesis 
and ofily differing from one another in the nature of the 
generating element. * « 

In the Geometry of space the range and the axial pencil, 
the plane of points and the sheaf of planes, r the plane of lines 
and the sheaf of lines, are correlative forms. The flat pencil 
is a form which is correlative to itself. 

In the Geometry of the plane the range and the flat pencil 
are correlative^forms. • * «—* 

In the Geometry of the sheaf the axial pencil and the flat 
pencil are correlative forms. ’ 

The Geometry of the plane and the Geometry of the sheaf, 

* considered in three-dimensional space, are correlative to each 

other. , , 

** ' 

34. The following are examples of correlative propositions 
in the Geometry of space., Two correlative pr&positions are 

* «*« . 

K 

* Staudt, Geom. der Lage, Art. 
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deduced one from the other by interchanging the elements 


point and plane. 

1. Two points A , B determine 
a straight line (Viz. tljq straight 
line AB which passes through the 
given points) which contains an 
infinite number of other points. 

2. A straight line o and a point 
B (not lying on the line) deter¬ 
mine a plane, viz. the plane aB 
wjiich connects the ‘line with the 
pbint. c 

3. Thrdc points A , B, C which 
are not col linear determine a 
plane, viz. the plane ABC which 
passes through thp three points. 

« 

4. Two straight lines which 
cut one another lie in the same 
plane.,. ■ 

5. Given four points A,B,G, 

1) if the straight lines AB, Cl) 
meet, the four points will lie in 
a plane, and consequently the 
straight lines BC and AT), CA 
and BD will also meet two and 
two. ' 

6 . Given any number of straight 
lines; if each meets all the others, 
while the lines do not ; all pass 
through a point, then they must 
lie all in tUc same plane (and 
constitute a plane of lines)*. 


1. Two planes a , ft determine a 
straight line (viz. the straight line 
aft, the intersection of the given 
planes), through which pass fin 
infinite number of other planes. 

2. A straight line a and a plane 
ft (not passing through the line) 
determine a point, viz. the point 
aft where the line cuts the plane. 

3. Three planes a,ft,y which 
do not pass through the same line 
determine a point, viz. the point 
afty where the three planes meet 
each other. - 

4. Two straight lines which lie 
in the same plane intersect in a 
point. 

5. Given four planes «, ft, y , 8 ; 
if the straight linos aft,y§ meet, 
the four planes will meet in 
9 . point, and consequently the 
straight lines fty and a 8 , yn and 
ftS, will also meet two and two. 

6 . Given anynumber of straight 
hues; if each meets all the others, 
while the lines do not all lie in 
the same plane, then they must 
pass all through the same point 
(and constitute a sheaf of lines)f. 


7. The following problem admits of two correlative solutions: 
‘ Given a plane a and a point A, in it, to dra\f through A a straight 
line lying in^she plane a which shall cut a given slight line r which 
does not lie in a and does not pass through A' $ 

Join A to the point ra. - ' Construct the line of inter¬ 
section of the plane a with the 
plane rA. , 

8 . Problem. Through a given * 8 . Problem. In a given plane 
point A to draw a straight line a, to draw a straight line to cut 

i 

* See note to “Art. 20. , 

t For let a, b,c,... be the straigljt^liniJs; as ab, ac, be arc three planes distinct 
froriPtfech other, the comftion point must be the intersection of the straight lines 
«, 6, c, .. . . 
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to cut each of two given straight 
lines b and c (which do not lie in 
the same plane and do not pass 
through A). 

Solution. Construct the line 
of intersection of the planes Ab, 
A'c. 


each of two given straight lines 6 
and c (which do not meet and do 
not lie in the plane a). 

Solution. Join the ^)oint ab to 
the point ac. 


35. In the Geometry of Space, the figure correlative to a triangle 
(system of three points) is a trihedral angle (system of three planes); 
the vertex, the faces, and the edges of the latter arc correlative to 
the plane, the vertices, and the sides respectively of the triangle; 
thus the theorem correlative to that of Arts. 15 and 17 will be tfte 
following: 

If two trihedral angles a! ft’ y, a" ft" y" are such that the edges ft' y 
and ft" y", y a' (find y" a", a' ft' and a" ft" lie in three 'planes a 0 f ft 0 , y 0 
ichich pass through the same straight line, then the, straight lines a a", 
ft’ft", y’y” will lie in the same plane. • 

The proof is the same as that of Arts. 15 and 17, if the elements 
point and'plane are interchanged. If, for example, tire two trihedral 
angles have cliCerent vertices S', S" (Art. 15), then the points*where 
the pairs of edges intersect are the Twert ices of a triangle whose sides 
arc a a", ft'ft", y'y" these latter straight lines lie therefore in the 
same plane (that of the triangle). 

»So also the proof for the case,where the two trihedral angles have 
the same vertex S will be correlative to that for the analogous case 
of two triangles A'B'C' and A"B"C" which lie in the same plane 
(Art. 17). Tne theorem may also be established by projecting from 
a point 3 the figure corresponding to the theorem of Art. 16. 

The proof of the theorem correlative to that of Arts. 14 and 16 is 
left as an exercise for the student. It may be enunciated as follows : 

If two trihedral angles a' ft'y , a"ft"y" are such that the straight lines 
a a", ft’ft", y'y" lie in the same plane, then the pairs of edges ft'y' and 
ft"y", y'a and y"a", a' ft' and a"ft" determine three planes which pass 
all through the same straight line. 

36. In the Geometry of the plane, two correlative propo¬ 
sitions are deduced'one from the other by interchanging the 
words point aniline, as in the following examples: 

1. Two points A ,B determine " '1. Two straight lines a , b dc- 
a straight line, viz. the line AB. termine a point, viz. the point 

« ab- 

2. Four points ,B,C,D (Ffg. 2. Four straight lines a,b,c,d 
13), no three of which are col- (Fig.‘14), no three of which are 
linear, form a figure called a concurrent, form a figure called a 
complete adrangle *. The fojir^ complete quadrilateral *. The four 

* The complete quadrangle has also been called a Utrastigm, and the cdWplete 
quadrilateral a Idragrnm. Townsend, Modern Geometry, ch. vii. 
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points are called the vertices, and 
the six straight lines joining them 
in pairs are called the sides of 
the quadrangle. B 

Two sides which do not meet 
in a vertex are termed opposite ; 
there are accordingly three pairs 
of opposite sides, BC and AD, 
CA and BD, AB and CD. The 


straight lines are called the sides 
of the quadrilateral, and the six 
points in which the sides cut one 
another two and two are called 
the vertices. 

Two ^ertices which do not lie 
on the same side are termed 
opposite ; there are accordingly 
three pairs of opposite vertices, 
be and ad, ca and bd, ab and cd. 


A 



points E,F,G in which the oppo- The straight lines c,f,g which 
site sides intersect in pairs are join pairs of opposite vertices are 
termed the diagonal,points ; and called the diagonals ; and the 
the triangle EFG is termed the triangle efg is formed the diagonal 
diagonal triangle of the complete • triangle of the complete quadri- 
quadrangle. The complete quad- lateral. The complete quadri- 
rangle includes three simple lateral includes three simple 
quadrangles, viz. ACBD, ABCD, quadrilaterals, Viz. acbd, adeb, 
and ABDC (Fig. 15). - » and aedb (Fig n 16). ' 

3. And so, in general: „ 

A complete polygon (complete A complete multilateral (or 
n-gon^oi n-point*) is a system n-side f) is a system of n straight 

* Or polystigr ; Townsend, foe. cit. t Or polygram. 
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of n points or vertices, with the lines or sides, with the \n(n— 1) 
\n(n—i) straight lines or sides points or vertices in which they 
which join them two and two. intersect one another two and 

two. 

4. The theorems of Arts. 1G and 17 are correlative each to the 
oilier. m 


5. Theorem. If two complete 
quadrangles ABCD, A'B'C'D' 
are such that five pairs of sides 
AB and A'B', BO and B'O', CA 
and C’A’, AD and A'D', BD and 
B'D' cut one another in five 
points lying on a straight line s, 



then the remaining pair CD and 
CD' will also intersect one an¬ 
other on s (Fig. 17). 

►Since the triangles ABC, 
A'B'C are by hypothesis in 
perspective (Arts. 17,* 18), 
the straight linqs AA', BB', 
CC will meet in one point 
S. So too the triangles ABD, 
A'B'D' are in perspective ; there¬ 
fore DD' also will pass through 
S, the point common to A A' 
and BB'. It follows that the 
triangles BCD, B'C'D' are also in 
perspective : therefore CD a*nd 
CD' meet in a point on the 
straight line s, which is deter- 


Theorem. If two complete 
quadrilaterals abed, a'b'c'd' are 
such that five pairs of vertices 
ab and a'b', be 'and b'c', ca and 
c'a', ad and a'd', bd and b'd' 
lie upon five straight lines which 
meet in a point S, thfen the re- 



^ >(, 

maining pail cd and c'd' will also 
lie on a straight line through S 
(Fig. 18). 

Since the triangles (tn- 
laterals) abe, a'b'c' are by 
hypothesis in peospectivc (Art. 
18), the points aa', bb', cc' will 
lie on one straight line s. So 
too the triangles dbd, a'b'd' are in 
perspective ; therefore the point 
dd' lies on the straight line s 
whiqh passes through the points 
aa', bb'. It follows that the 
triangles (trilaterals) bed, b'c'd' 
are also in perspective ; therefore 
cd and c'ii' lie on a straight line 
through the point S, which is 
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mined by the point of intersec- determined by the straight lines 
tion of BC and B'C' and by that (be) ( b'c') and (bd) ( b'd ')*. 
of BD and B’D 

37. In the Geolnetrji of space the following are correlative : 

A complete n-gon (in a plane). A complete n-jlat (in a sheaf); 

- i. e. a figure made up of n planes 

(or faces) which all pass through 
the same point (or vertex), to¬ 
gether with the |w(n—1) edges 
in which these planes intersect 

o # * two and two. 

A complete multilateral of n A complete n-edge (in a sheaf); 
sides, or n-side (in a plane)* i. e. a figure made up of n straight 
. * lines radiating from a common 

point (or vertex), a together witli 
" the \n(n—Y) planes (or faces) 
which pass through these straight 

• Ime^ taken in pairs. 

• | 

Thus t(j,e following theorems arc correlative, in tkp Geometry of 

space, to the two theorems abo^e (Art. 3G, No. 5), which latter are 
themselves cprrelative to each other in the Geometry of the plane. 

If two complete four-flats in a If two complete four-edges in a 
sheaf (be their vertices coincident sheaf (be their vertices coincident 
or not) u/3y8, a’ft'y'8' arc such or not) abed, a'b’c'd' are such that 
that five pairs of corresponding five pairs of corresponding faces 
edges lie in' five planes which cut one another in five straight 
pass all through the same straight lines which lie all in one plane o-, 
line fr, then the sixth pair of corre- then the line of intersection of 
sponding edges will lie also in a the sixth pair of corresponding 
plane passing through s. faces will lie also in the plane a. 

• # 

The proofs of these theorems are left as an exercise to the student. 
They only differ from those of the theorems No. 5, Art. 36 in the 
substitution for each other of the elements point and plane ; and 
just as theorems 5, Art. 36 follow from those of Arts. 15 and 16, so 
the theorems, epuncisted above follow fr<jm those of Art. 35. When 
the two four-flats have the same vertex 0, the theorem on the left- 
hand side may also be established by projecting from the point 0 
(Art. 2) the figure corresponding to the right-hand theorem of No. 5, 
Art. 36. And in this case we may by the same method deduce the 
theorem on the right-hand side above froip that on^the left-hand of • 
No. 5, Art. 36 

38. In the Geometry of the sheaf, two correlative theorems afle 
derived one from the other by interchanging the elements plane and 

* These two theorems lipid good «q«ally when the two quadrangles or quadri¬ 
laterals lie in different plaites; in fact, the proofs are the same as the above, 
word for word. • 
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straight line. Just as the Geometry of the sheaf is correlative to 
that of the plane, with regard to three-dimensional space, so one 
of the Geometries is derived from the other by the interchange of 
the elements point and plane. The Geometry of the sheaf may also 
be derived from that of the plane by the operation o? projection 
from a centre (Art. 2). 

' From the Geometry of the sheaf may be derived that of spherical 
figures, by cutting the sheaf by a sphere passing through the centre 
of the sheaf. 
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PROJECTIVE GEOMETRIC FORMS 

39. By means of projection from a centre we obtain from 
a range a flat pencil, from a flat pencil an axial pencil, from 
a iplane of points or lines a sheaf of lines or planes. Con¬ 
versely, fey the operation of section by a transversal plane 
we obtain from* a flat pencil a range, from an axial pencil 
a flat pencil, from a sheaf a plane figure. The two operations, 
projection from point and section by a transversal plane, 
may accordingly be regarded as complementary to ea6h other ; 
and wc may say that if one geometric form has been derived 
from pother by means of one of these operations, we can 
conversely, by means of the complementary operation, derive 
the second* form froifl the first. And similarly for the 
operations : projection from an axis and^section by a trans¬ 
versal line. 

Suppose now that by means of a series of operations, each 
of which is'either a projection or a section, a form / 2 has 
been derived from a given form f lt then another form / 3 
from/ 2 , and so on, until by n — 1 such operations the form/ /t 
has been arrived at. Conversely, we may return from /„ to f x 
by means of another series of n — 1 operations which are 
complementary respectively to the last, last but one, last 
but two, &c. of the operations by which we have passed from 
A to The series of operations which leads from f x to 
and the serifis which leads‘from /* to J 1} jpay be called 
complementary, and the operations of the one series are 
complementary respectively, to those of the other, taken 
in the reverse order. 

In the above the geometric forms are supposed to lie in 
space (Art. 31). If we confine ourselves to plane Geometry, 
the complementary operations reduce to projection from 
a centre and Section by a transversal lint- I n the Geometry 
of the sheaf, section .by a plane and projection from an axis 
are complementary operations. 

1514 n 
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40. Two geometric prime forms of the same dimensions 
are said to be projectively related, or simply projective, when 
one can be derived from the other by any finite number of 
projections and sections (Arts. 2, 3,... 7). 

u For example, let a range u be given; project it from a 
centre 0 , thus obtaining a flat pencil; project this 1 flat pencil 
from another centre O', by which means an axial pencil with 
00' as axis is produced; cut this axial pencil by a straight 
line u 2 , thus obtaining a range of points lying on u 2 ; project 
this range from an axis, and cut the resulting axial pencil |>y 
a plane, by which means a flat pencil is produced, and so on ; 
then any two of the one-dimensional geometric forms which 
have been obtained in this manner are projective according 
to definition. 

When we say that a form A ,B ,0 ,D, ... is projective with 
another form A', B', C', D ',... we mean that, by help of the 
same series uf operations, each of which is either a projection 
or a section, A' is derived from A , B' from B, C' from C, &c. 
The elements A and A’, B and B', C and O', ... arc termed 
corresponding elements *. 

For example, a plane figure is said to be projective with 
another plane figure, when from the points A, B, C, ... and 
from the straight lines AB ,AG ..., BC, ... of the one are 
derived the points A', B’, C', ... and the straight lines A' B', 
A' C', ... B' O', ... of the other, by ni^ans of a finite number 
of projections and sections. 

In two projective plane figures, to a range in the one 
corresponds in the other a range which is projective with 
the first range ; and to a flat pencil in the one figure corre¬ 
sponds in the other a flat pencil which is projective with the 
first pencil. 

41. From what has been said above it is easy to see 
that two geometric forms which arc each projective with 
a third are projective with one another. For if we first go 
through the operations which lead from the first form to the 
third, and then go through those which lead from the third 

* Two projective forms arc termed homographic when the elements of which 
they are constituted are of the same kind ; ». e. when the elements of both are 
points, or lines, or planes. It will be sern later on (Art. 67) that this definition 
of homography is equivalent to that given by C&asles (OionUtrie supirieure. 
Art. 99). 
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to the second, we shall have passed from the first form to tho 
second. 

42. Geometric forms in perspective. 

The following’ fornjs are said to be in perspective : 



A/ • H' <;■ 


Fig. 19.’ Fig. 20. 

Two ranges (Kg. 19), if they are sections M the same flat 
pencil (Art. 12). * . * 

Two flat pencils (Fig. 20), if they project, from different 
centres. One and the same range ; or if they ar£ sections of 
the same axial pencil. * 

[Note. —If we project a range m.EE ABC... from two different centres 
0 and O' not lying in the same pla io with it, we obtain two flat 
pencils in perspective. These pencils, again, may be regarded as 
sections of the same axial pencil made by the transversal planes’Ott, 
Ou '; the axial pencil namely which is composed of the planes 00'A, 
00' B, 00' C, ... , and which has for axis the straight line OO'n This 
is the general case of two fjat pencils in-perspective; they have not tho 
same centre and they lie in different planes ; at the same time, they 
project the sjime range and are sections of the same axial pencil. 
There are two exceptional cases : (1). If wo project the row u from 
two centres O and O' lying in the same plane with u, then the two 
resulting flat pencils lie in the same plane and are consequently no 
longer sections of an axial pencil; (2). If an axial pencil is cut by 
two transversal planes which pass through a common point 0 on the 
axis, wc obtain*two flat pencils which haVe the same centre 0, and 
which consequently.no longer project the same range.] 

Two axial pencils, if they project, from two different 
centres, the same fiat pencil. 

A range and a flat pencil, a range and an axial penci\, or 
aflat pencil and an axial pencil, if the first i^a section of the 
second. • # 

Two plane figures, if they,are plane sections of the same 
sheaf. 

D 2 
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i 

Two sheaves , if they project, from two different centres, the 
same plane figure. 

A plane figure and a sheaf , if the former is a section of the 
latter. , * • 

t From the definition of Art. 40 it follows at once that two 
(one-dimensional) forms which are in perspective are also 
projectively related; but two projective forms are not in 
general in perspective position. 

43. Two figures in homology are merely two projective 
plane figures superposed one upon the other, in a particular 
position ; for by Art. 21 two homological figures may always 
be regarded (and this in an infinite number of ways) as 
projections of one and the same third figure. 

If .two projective plane figures arc superposed one upon the 
other in such a manner that the stiaight line connecting any 
pair of corresponding points may pass through* a fixed point; 
or, again, ii5r such a manner that any pair of corresponding 
straight lines may intersect on a fixed straight line ; then the 
two figures, are i:i homology (Arts. 19, 20). 

In two homological figures, two corresponding ranges are 
in perspective (and therefore of course are projectively 
related); and the same is the case with regard to two corre¬ 
sponding pencils. 

44. ' Theorem. Two one-dimensional geometric forms, each 
consisting of three elements , "are always*projective. 

To prove this, we notice in the first place that it is 
enough to consider the case of two ranges ABC, A'B'C'; 
for, if one of the given forms is a pencil, flat or axial, we 
may substitute for it one of its sections by a transversal. 

(1) If the two straight lines ABC , A'B’C' lie in different 
planes, join AA' , BB' , CC', and cut these .straight lines 
by a transversal s*. Then the two given forms arc seen 
to be simply two sections of the axial pencil sAA', sBB', 
sCC'. 

' (2) If the two straight lines lie in the same plane (Fig. 21), 

join AA', and tqke on this straight line any two points, S, S'; 
draw SB, S'B' to cut in B", and,$(7, S'C' to out in C", and 
join B"C", cutting SS' in A”. Then A'B’C' may be derived 

UK 

* To do this, we have only to draw through any point of AA' a straight lino 
which meets BB' and CC " (Prob. 8, Art. 34). * 
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from ABC by two projections, viz. wc first project ABC from 
8 into A"B"C". and then A n B"C" from S' into A'B'C'. 




(3) In the case where the two points A and A' coincide 

(Fig. 22), the two given forlns arc directly in perspective ; 
the centre of perspective is the. point where BB' 'and CC' 
intersect. . • 

(4) If the two sets of points ABC , A'B'C' lie on the same 
straight line (Fig. 23), it is only 
necessary fo project 'one of 
them A'B'C' on to another 
straight line A 1 B 1 C 1 (from any 
centre 0 ); then let any two 
centres S and 8 X be taken (as 
in Fig. 21) on AA 1 , and let the 
straight line A"B"C" 4>e con¬ 
structed in the manner already 
shown in case # (2). Then 
A'B'C' may be derived from 
ABC by three projections, viz. 
wo first project ABC from 8 
into A"B"C", then A"B"C" from 8 X into A x B x ff x , and lastly 
A 1 B 1 C 1 from 0 into A'B'C'. 

(5) If A coincides with A' 9 and B with B', wo may make 

use of a centre 8 and two transversals s x , s 2 drawn through A 
in the plane SABCC'. If the triad ABC be projected fropi S 
upon s x (giving Aj^Bfij), anjl the triad A'B'C' be projected 
from 8 upon s z (giving A z BjC^ ; then tho triads A 1 B 1 C 1 and 
A^B^Ci will bfe in perspective, because A x coincides with A 2 
(in the point AA'). % *• 

In every case, «then, it has been shown that the triads 
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ABC, A'B'C' can be derived from each other by a finite 
number of projections and sections; therefore by Art. 40 
they are projective. 

As a particular case, ABC must be projective faith BAC, 
for example. In order actually to project one of these triads 



Fig. 24. 

into BCA, we might 
then BAG into BCA. 


into the other, takfc (Fig. 24) 
any two points L and N col- 
linear with C. t Join AL, BN, 
meeting in K, and BL , AN, 
meeting in M. Then B&G 
can Jbe derived fronf ABC by 
first projecting ABC from 
K into LNC, and then LNC 
from M intd* BAC. 

, In order to project ABC 
project ABC into BAC, and 


45. Theorem. Any one-dimensional geometric form, con¬ 
sisting of four Elements, is projective with any of the forms 
derived from it by , interchanging the elements in pairs. For 
instance, A BCD is projective with BA DC. 

Lefr A , B , C , D be four given points (Fig. 25), and 

let EFGD be a projection of these 
points from a centre M on a 
straight Me DF passing through 
D. If AF, CM meet in N, then 
MNGC will be a projection of 
EFGD from centre A, and BADC 
a projection of MNGC from centre 
F ; therefore (Arts. 40, 41) the 
form BADC E4 projectiVe with ABCD. In a Similar manner 
it can be shown that CDAB and DCBA are projective with 
ABCD *. 



From this it follows for example that if a flat pencil abed is 
projective with a ran^c ABCD, then it is projective also with 
BADC, with CDAB, and with DOB A ; i.e. if two geometric 
forms, each consisting of four elements, are projectively related, 
then the elements of the onto can be made to correspond respec¬ 
tively to the elements of the other in four'different ways. 

* Stattdt, Gcom. der Lage, Art. 69. 
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46. Theorem**. 

Given three points A , B , C on 
ft straight line s; if a complete 
quadrangle ( KLMN) be con¬ 
structed (in any plane through s) 
in such a manner that two oppo¬ 
site sides (KL, MN) meet in A, 
two other opposite sides (K.N, 
ML) meet in B, and the fifth side 
(LN) passes through G, then tiTe 
sixth side (KM) will cut the 
straight line s in a point D which 
is determined by the three giv<?n 
points ; i.e. it docs not change its 
position, in whatever manner the 
arbitrary elements of the quad¬ 
rangle are made to vary (Fig. 26). 


Theorem. 

Given in a plane three straight 
lines a, b,c which meet in a point 
S ; if a complete quadrilateral 
(klmn) be constructed in such a 
manner that two opposite ver¬ 
tices (hi , mn) lie on a, two other 
opposite vertices (kn , ml), lie on 
(j, and the fifth vertex (nl) lies 
on s, then the sixth vertex (bn) 
will lie on a straight lhie d which 
passes through S, and which is 
determinate; i. e. it does not 
change its position, in whatever 
manner the arbitrary elements of 
the quadrilateral are made to 
vary (Fig. 27). 



For if a second complete For if a second complete 
quadrangle (K'L'M'N') be con- quadrilateral Ue'l'm'n') be con; 
structcd (either in the same plane, structed whicli satisfies the pre- 
or in any other plane through s), scribed conditions, then fhe two 
which satisfies the prescribed con- quadrilaterals will have five 
ditions, then^he two quadrangles pairs of corresponding vertices 


* Statot, loc. cit.. Art. 93. 
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will have five pairs of correspond¬ 
ing sides which meet on the given 
straight line ; therefore the sixth 
pair will also meet on the same 
line (Art. 36, No. 5, left). 

From this it follows that if the 
fifst quadrangle be kept fixed 
while the second is made to vary 
in every possible way, the point 
D will remain fixed; which 
proves the theorem. 

The four points ABCD are 
called harmonic, or we may say 
that the group or the geometric 
form constituted by these four 
points is a harmonic one, or that 
ABCD form a 1 ' harmonic range. 
Or again : ,Four ’points ABCD of 
a straight line, taken in this order* 
are called harmonic, if it is pos¬ 
sible to construct a complete quad¬ 
rangle such that two opposite sides 
pass through A, tivo other opposite 
sides through' B, the fifth side 
through C, and the sixth through D t 
It follows from the preceding 
theorem that jivhen such a quad¬ 
rangle exists, i.e. when the form 
ABCD i§ harmonic, it is possible 
to construct an infinite numbet 
of other quadrangles satisfying 
the same conditions. It further 
follows that, given three points 
ABC of a range (and also the 
order in which they are to be 
taken), the fourth point D, which 
makes with them a harmonic 
form, is determinate arid unique, 
and is found by the construction 
of one of the quadrangles (see 
below, Art. 58). 


collinear respectively with the 
given point; therefore the sixth 
pair will also lie in a straight 
line passing through the same 
point (Art*. 36, No. 5, tight). 

From this it follows that if the 
first quadrilateral be kept fixed 
while the second is made to vary 
in every possible way,the straight 
line d will remain fixed ; which 
proves the theorem. 

The four straight lines or ray 1 : 
abed are called harmonic, or w£ 
may ^ay that the group or the 
geometric form ‘constituted by 
these four lines is a harmonic 
one, or that abc $ form a harmonic 
pencil. Or again: Four rays 
alcd of a pencil, taken in this 
order, are called harmonic, if it is 
possible to construct a-complete 
quadrilateral such that two oppo¬ 
site vertices lie on a, two other 
opposite vertices on b, the fifth 
vertex on c, and the sixth on d. It 
follows from the preceding theo¬ 
rem that when such a quadri¬ 
lateral exists, i. e. whfen the form 
abed is harmonic, it is possible 
to construct an infinite number 
of other fjuadrilaterals satisfying 
the same conditions. It further 
follows that gr/en three rays abc 
of a pencil (and also the order in 
which they are to be taken), the 
fourth ray d, which makes with 
them a harmonic form, is deter¬ 
minate and Unique,, and is found 
by the construction of one of 
jriie quadrilaterals (sec below, 
Aft. 58). 


47. If from any point S the harmonic range ABCD be 
projected upon arty other straight line * its projection A'B'C'D' 
will also be a harmonic range (Fig. 28). # 

Imagine two planes drawn cftie ^rough each of the straight 
lines AB, A'B’, and suppose that in the 'first of these planes 
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is constructed a complete quadrangle of which two opposite 
sides meet in A, two other opposite sides meet in B, and 
a fifth side passes through C ; then the sixth side will pass 
through D (Art. 46), since by hypo¬ 
thesis ABGD is a harmonic range. 

Now project this quadrangle from 
the point S on to the second plane ; 
then a new quadrangle is obtained 
of which two opposite sides meet in 
A4, two other opposite sides meet in 
B', and whose fifth and sixth sides pass respectively through 
C' and B' ; therefore A'B'G'D' is a harmonic range. 

48. An examination of Fig. 27 will show that the harmonic 
pencil abed is qit by any transversal whatev'er in a ^har¬ 
monic range. For let 8 be the centre of the pencil and m be 
any transversal; in a take any point R ; join R to D by the 
straight line k and to B by the straight line l ; a^d join A to 
kb or P by the straight line n. As abed is a harmonic pencil 
and five vertices of the complete quadrilateral klmn lie on a, b, 
and d, the sixth vertex In or Q must lie on the fourth ray c. 
Then from the complete quadrahglc PQ'RS it is clear that 
ABGD is a harmonic range. ' . • 

Conversely, if the harmonic range ABGD (Fig. 27) be 
given, and any centre whatever of projection 8 be taken, 
then the four projecting rays S' (A , B, C , D) will form a 
harmonic pencil. 

For draw ’through A any straight line to cut SB in P and 
SG in Q, and join BQ, cutting AS in R. The quadrangle 
PQRS is such that two opposite sides meet in A, two other 
opposite sides in B, and the fifth side passes through G ; 
consequently the sixth side must pass througji D (Art. 46, 
left), since by hypothesis the range ABGD is harmonic. But 
then we have a complete quadrilateral klmn which has two 
opposite vertices A and R lying on SA, two other opposite 
vertices B and P on SB, a fifth vertex Q on, SG, and the ' 
sixth D on SD ; therefore (Art. 46, right) the four straight 
lines which project the range ABGD from S are harmonic. 
We may therefore enunciate the, following proposition : 

A harmonic pencil, is cut by any transversal whatever in a 
harmonic range ; * and, conversely, the rays which project 
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a harmonic range from any centre whatever form a harmonic 
pencil. 


Corollary. In two homological figures, to a range of four harmonic 
points corresponds a range of four harmonic points ; and? to a pencil 
of four harmonic rays corresponds a pencil of four harmonic rays. 

49. The theorem on the right in Art. 46 is correlative to 
that on the left in the same Article. In this latter theorem 
all the quadrangles are supposed to lie in the same plane ; 
but from the preceding considerations it is clear that the 
theorem is still true and may be proved in the same manner, 
if the quadrangles are drawn in different planes. * 

Considering accordingly this latter theorem (Art. 46, left) 
as a proposition in the Geometry of space, the theorem, corre¬ 
lative to it will be the following : 

If threk planes a , ft ,y all pass through one straight liile s, and 
if a corqplete four-flat (see Ari. 37) kXw be constructed, of 
which two opposite edges kX , pv lie in the plane a, twp other 
opposite edges kv , Xp lie in the • plane ft, and the edge Xv lies 
in the planp y; then the sixth edge <p Ivill always He in a fixed 
plane b ( passing through s), which does not change, in whatever 
manner the arbitrary elements of the four-flat be made to vary. 

For if wp construct (taking either the same vertex or any 
other lying on s) another complete four-flat wflieh satisfies 
the prescribed conditions, the two four-flats will have five 
pairs of corresponding edges lying in planes which all pass 
through the same straight line 5 ; therefore (Art. 37, left) 
the sixth pair also will lie in a plane whiclr passes through s. 
The four planes a,ft,y,b are termed harmonic planes ; or 
we may say that the group or the geometric form constituted 
by them is harmonic ; or again that they form a harmonic 
{axial) pencil^ * • * 

50. If a complete four-flat KXpv be cut by any plane not 
passing through the vertex of the pencil, a complete quadri¬ 
lateral is obtained ; and the same transversal plane cuts the 
planes a,ft,y,b in four rays of a flat pencil of which the 
first two rays contain each a pair ( of vertices of the quadri¬ 
lateral while tlie other two pass each through one of the 
remaining vertices. Consequently (Art. 46, right) an axial 
pencil of four harmonic pianos* is cut by any transversal 
plane in a flat pencil of four harmonic rays. 



51] 


HARMONIC FORMS 


I 


43 


Similarly, if the harmonic axial pencil of four planes 
a, ft, y, 5 is cut by any transversal line in four points 
A ,B ,C ,D , these form a harmonic range. For if through 
the transversal line <a plane be drawn, it will cut the planes 
a, (3 , y ,8 in four straight lines a,b,c,d. This group $f 
straight lines is harmonic, by what has just been proved ; 
but ABCD is a section of the flat pencil a , b , c, d ; conse¬ 
quently (Art. 48) the four points A, B, C, D are harmonic. 
Conversely, if four points forming a harmonic range be 
jS'ojected from an axis, or if four rays forming a harmonic 
pencil be projected from a point, the resulting axial pencil 

is harmonic. • * 

« 

51. If then we include under the title of harmonic, form the 
group of four 4iarmonic points (the harmpnic range), the 
group T)f four harmonic lays (the harmonic flat pencil), and 
the group of four harmonic plafics (the harmojiic axial 
pencil), we may enunciate the theorem : 

Every 'projection or section of a harmonic form is itself a 
harmonic form : or, • 

Every form which is projective with p harmonic form is 
itself harmonic. 

Conversely, two harmonic forms are always projective "with 
one another. 

To prove this proposition, it is enough to consider two 
groups each of four harmonic points ; for if one of the forms 
were a pencil we should obtain four harmonic points on 
cutting it by a tfransversal. Let then ABCD, A'B’C'D' be 
two harmonic ranges, and project ABC into A'B'C' in the 
manner explained in Art. 44 ; the same operations (projec¬ 
tions and sections) which serve to derive A'B'C ' from ABC 
will give for J) a j>oint D x ; from which it follows that the 
range A'B'C'D l will be harmonic, since the range ABCD 
is harmonic. But A'B'C’Dl fore also four harmonic points, 
by hypothesis; therefore D 1 must coincide with D', sinco 
the three points A'B'C' determine uniquely the fourth point • 
which forms with them a harmonic range (4rt. 46, lcft).\ 

We may add here a consequence of the definitions given 
in Arts. 49 fold 60 : 

The form which is corrddtive to a harmonic form is itself 
harmonic. 
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52. If a s, b , c, d arc rays of a pencil (Fig. 28), then a and b 
are said to be separated by c and d, when a straight lino 
passing through the centre of the pencil, and rotating so as 
to come into coincidence with each of the rays' in turn, 
cannot pass from a to b without coinciding with one and 
only one of the two other rays c and d *, The same definition 
applies to the case of four planes of a pencil, and to that 
of four points of a range (Fig. 26); only it must be granted 
that we may pass from a point A to a point B m two different 
ways, either by describing the finite segment AB or th*) 
infinite segment which begins at A, passes through the 
point at infinity, and ends at B. *■ 

This definition premised, the follow- 

_. _ing property may be enunciated as at 

^_a. * b -4 _- once evident : Four elements of a one- 

- (j -o—-- 1 

9() dimensional geometric form (i.e. four 

1 points of a range, four rays of a 

pencil, &e.) can always be so divided into two pairs that 
one pair is separated by the other, and this oan’-be done'in 
one way only. In Fig. 26, for example, the two pairs which 
separate one another arc AB , CD ; and if A'B'C'D' is a form 
projective with ABCD, the pair A'B' will be separated by 
the pair C'D' ; for the operations of projection knd section 
do not change the relative position of the elements. 

53. Let now ABCD (Fig.“30) be four harmonic points, i.e. 
four points obtained by the construction of Art. 46, left. This 
allows us to draw in an infinite number of ways a complete 
quadrangle of which A and B are two diagonal points 
(Art. 36, No. 2, left), while the other two opposite sides pass 
through C and D. It is only necessary to state this con¬ 
struction in oi;dcr to see that the two points A and B are 
precisely similar in their relation to the system, and that 
the same is true with regard to C and D. It follows from 
this that if ABCD is a harmonic range, then BACD, ABDC, 
BA DC, which arc obtained by interchanging the letters A 
and B or C and D, or both at the same time, are harmonic 
ranges also. Consequently (Art. 51) the harmonic range 
ABCD for example is projective with BACD; i.e. we can 


* a and b, c and d, may also bo termed alternate -naira of rays. 
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pass from one range to the other by a finite number of 
projections and sections. In fact if the range ABGD be 
projected from K on CQ, we obtain the range LNCQ, which 
when projected from M on AB gives BACD. 

N 


\ 

-iv- 

1 ) 

Fig. 30. 

54. if A ,B,C,D are four harmonic points , then* A and B 
are necessarily separated by C and D. 

For if (Fig. 30) the group ABCD be projected on the 
straight line KM, first from the centre L and then from the 
cefitre N, the projections are KMQD and MKQD respec¬ 
tively. Now, as already stated in Art. 52, the operations 
of projection and section do not change the relative position 
of the elements of the group. If therefore K and Q were 
separated Ify if and D, then also M and Q must be separated 
by K and D ; which is impossible. The only possible 
arrangement is that K and if‘should be separated by Q 
and D, and therefore A and B separated by C and D. 

55. Let t'he straight lines AQ, BQ be drawn (Fig. 31), the 
former meeting MB inU 

and NB in S, while the 

latter meets KL in T and j , ^ 

MN in F. The complete \. 

quadrangle LTQ’U has 

two opposite sides meet- , \ I 

ing in A, two other \\| 

opposite sides meeting , *» 

in B, and a fifth side (LQ llg ‘ 3A * 

or LN) passes through C ; therefore the sixth side UT will 

pass through D (Art. 46j. In like manner the sixth side 

F$ of the complete, quadrangle NVQS must pass through 

D, and the sixth .sides of the complete quadrangles KSQT , 
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MUQV through C. We have thus a quadrangle STUV 
two of whose opposite sides meet in G , two other opposite 
sides in D, while the fifth and sixth sides pass respectively 
through A and B. This shows that the relation* to which 
tjfie points C and D are subject (Art. 53) is the same as the 
relation to which the points A and B are subject; or, 
in other words, that the pair A, B may be interchanged 
with the pair G, D. Accordingly, if ABGD is a harmonic 
range, then not only the ranges BAGD, ABDG, BADG, but 
also GDAB , DGAB , GDBA , DGBA are harmonic * 

The points A and B are termed conjugate points^ as also 
are G and D. Or either pair are said to be harmonic con¬ 
jugates with respect to the other. The points A and B are 
said to be harmonically separated by the points G and D, 
or the points G and D tq be harmonically separated by 
A and B. We may also say that the segment AB is divided 
harmonically by the segment CD, or that the segment GD 
is divided harmonically by A3. If two points A and B 
(Fig. 30) are separated harmonically by the points G and D 
in which the straight line AB is cut by two straight lines 
QG and QD, we may also say that the segment AB is 
divided harmonically by the straight lines QG, QD, or by 
the point G and the straight line QD, &e.; add that the 
straight lines QG ,QD are separated harmonically by the 
points A,B\ &c. 

Analogous properties and expressions exist in the case of 
four harmonic rays or four harmonic planes. 

[Note. —In future, whenever mention is made of the harmonic 
system ABCD, it is always to be understood that A and B, G and D, 
are conjugate pairs; it being at the same time remembered that 
(Art. 54) A and ,9, C and D) are necessarily alternate pairs of points.] 

56. The following theorem's another consequence of the 
proposition of Art. 46, left: 

t In a complete quadrilateral, each diagonal is divided har¬ 
monically by the other "two f. 

Let A and A', B and B', C and G' be the pairs of opposite 
vertices of a complete quadrilateral (Fig. 32)* and let the 

* Re ye, Geometrie der Lage, (Jlanovcr, 1?68), vol. i. p. 34. 
f Cabnot, Glomitrie de position (Paris, 1803), Art. 225. 
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diagonal AA' bo cut by the other diagonals BB' and CC' in 
F and E respectively. Consider now the complete quad¬ 
rangle BB'CC'; one pair of 
its opposite sides meet in A, 
another such pair in A', a fifth 
side passes through E, tho 
sixth through F. The points 
A, A' are therefore harmoni¬ 
cally separated by F and E. 

Similarly a consideration of 
the two- complete quadrangles CC'AA' and AA'BB' will 
show that B, B' are harmonically separated by F and D ; 
and C, C' by D and E. 

57. In the complete quadrangle BB'CC' the diagonal 

points are A, A', and B ; also since the range BB'FD is 
harmonic, so too is the pencil of four rays which project it 
from A (Art. 48); therefore : ' 

In a complete quadrangle, 'any two sides which meet in a 
diagonal point are divided harmonically hy the two other 
diagonal points. 

This theorem is however iderely tho correlative (in 
accordance with the principle of Duality in plane.Ceometry) 
of that proved in the preceding Article. 

58. The theorems of Art. 46 can be at once applied to 
the solution, by means of the ruler only, of tho following 
problems: 




Fig. 33. Fijf. 34. 


Given three. points of a har- Given three rays of a harmonic 
monic range, to find the fourth. pencil, to construct the fourth. 

Solution. Let A,B.,C (Fijf. Solution. Let a,b,c (Fig. 
33) be the giveji^points (lying 34) be the given rays (lying in 
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on a given straight line) and let 
A and B be conjugate to each 
other. Draw any two straight 
lines through A, and a third 
through C to cut these in L and 
N respectively. Join BL cutting 
AN in M, and BN cutting AL in 
K ; then if KM be joined it will 
cut the given straight line in the 
required point D, conjugate to 
C*. 


one plane and passing through a 
given centre S), and let a and 6 
be conjugate to each other. 
Through any point Q lying on c 
draw any two straight lineU to 
cut a in A and It, and 6 in P and 
B, respectively. Join AB and 
RP ; these will cut in a point D, 
the line joining which to S is the 
required ray d/conjugate to c. 


59. In the problem of Art. 58, left, let C lie midway between A 
and B. We can, in the solution, so arrange the arbitrary elements 

that the points K and M shall move off 
to infinity; to effect this we must con¬ 
struct (Fig. 35) a parallelogram ALBN 
on AB as diagonal; then since the other 
diagonal *LN passes through C, the point 
1) will lie at infinity. 

If, conversely, the points A,B,D are 
given, of which the third point D lies 
at infinity, we may again' construct a 
parallelogram ALBN on AB as diagonal; 
- then, the fourth point C, the conjugate of 
D, must be the point where LN meets the given straight line : that 
is, ft must he the middle point of AB. Therefore : 

If in a harmonic range ABCD the point G lies midvJay between the 
two conjugates A and B, then the fourth point D lies at an infinite 
distance; and conversely, if one of the points D lies at infinity , its 
conjugate C is the point midioay between the two others , A and B. 

60. In the problem of Art. 58, right, let c be the bisector of the 
angle between a and b (Fig. 36). If Q be taken at infinity on c, 



Fitr. 35. 




the segments AB, PR become eqdal to one another and lie 
between the parallels AP , Bit ; consequently the ray d will be 

fm 

* De la Hire, Sectioned Conicae (Parisiis, 1686)> 1; b. i, prop. 20. 
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perpendicular to c, i. e. given a harmonic -pencil of four rays, abed; 
if one of them c bisect the angle between the tivo conjugates a and b, 
the fourth ray d will be at right angles to c. 

Conversely: if in a harmonic pencil abed (Fig. 37) two conjugate 
rays c , d are at right angles, then they are the bisectors, internal 
and external, of the angle between the other two rays a , 6. ’ 

For if the pencil be cut by a transversal AB drawn parallel to d, 
the section ABCD will be a harmonic range (Art. 48); and as D 
lies at infinity, C , must lie midway between A and B (Art. 59); 
consequently, if $ be the centre of the pencil, ASB is an isosceles 
trmngle and SC the bisector of its vertical angle. 


t&14 



CHAPTER IX 


ANHARMONIC RATIOS 

61. Geometrical propositions divide themselves into two 
classes. Those of the one class are either immediately con¬ 
cerned with the magnitude of figures, as Euc. I. 47, or they 
involve more or less directly the idea of quantity or measure¬ 
ment, as e. g. Euc. 1.12. Such propositions are called metrical. 
The other class of propositions* relate merely to the position 
of the figures with which they deal, and the idea of quantity 
docs not enter into them at all. Such propositions are called 
descriptive Most of the propositions in Euclid’s Elements 
are metrical, and it is not easy to find among them an 
example of a purely descriptive theorem. Prop v 2, Book XI, 
may serve as an instance of one. Projective Geometry on 
the other hand, dealing with projective properties ( i.e . such 
as r are not altered by projection), is chiefly concerned with 
descriptive properties of figures. In fact, sincD the magni¬ 
tude of a geometric figure is altered by projection, metrical 
properties are as a rule not projective. But there is one 
important class of metrical properties (anharmonic pro¬ 
perties) which are projective, and the discussion of which 
therefore finds a place in the Projective Geometry. To 
these we proceed; but it is necessary first to establish 
certain fundamental notions. 

62. Consider a straight line ; a point may move along it 
in two different directions, one of which is opposite to the 
other. Let it be agreed to call one of these the positive 
direction, and the other the negative direction. Let A and B 
be two points on the straight line; and let it be further 
agreed to represent by the expression AB the length of the 
segment comprised between A and B, taken as a positive 
or as a negative number of unit# according as the direction 
is positive or negative in'whicli a point must move in order 
to describe the segment; this point'starting from A (the 
first letter of the expression AB) and ending at B. 
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In consequence of this convention, which is termed the 
rule of signs, the two expressions AB , BA are quantities 
which are equal in magnitude but opposite in sign, so that 
BA = - AB, or 

AB + BA = 0 .(1)' 

Now lef A , B , C be three points lying on a straight line. 
If C lies between A and B (Fig. 38 a), 


/ V A 

(a) 

c 

B 

B 
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A 

w * 

<# 
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A 

(c) c 

A 
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Fig. 38. 

■4 

we have AB = AC + CB ; 

whence —CB — AC +AB = 0, 

or BC +CA +AB = 0. 

Again, if B lies between A and C (Fig. 38 b), 

AC = AB +BC ; 

whence ' • BC — AC + AB = 0, 

or BC + CA + AB = 0. 

Lastly, if A lies between B and C (Fig. 38 c), 

CB = CA +AB ; 

whence — CB + CA + AB = 0, 

or ’ ”'BC + CA+AB= 0. 

Accordingly: 

If A , B , C are three collm£ar points, then whatever their 
relative positions may be, the identity 

BC +CA +AB= (? . . . (2) 

always holds good. • " ' 

From this identity may $>e deduced an expression for the 
distance between two points A *and B in terms of the 
distances of these poihts from an origin O chosen arbitrarily 
on the straight'fine which joins them. # 
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For since OA + AB + BO = 0, 

AB - OB - OA ; .(3) 

or again, AB = AO + OB *. 

The results (1) and (2) may be extended ; they are in fact 
particular cases of the following general proposition : 

If A x , A 2 ,... A n be n collinear 'points, then 

A x A 2 + A 2 A 2 + ... +A n _ 1 A n + A n A x = 0, 
the truth of which follows at once from (3), since the expres¬ 
sion on the left hand is equal to ' 

(OA 2 - OA x ) + (OA z - OA 2 ) + ... + (OA x - OA p ), 
which vanishes. 

Another useful result is that if A , B, C , 7>be four collinear 
points, 

BO. AD + CA*. BD + AB . CD = 0. 

This again follows from (3),' since the left-hand side 
' v = (DC-DB)AD + ... + ... 

= 0. c 

Many other relations of a similar kind between segments 
might be proved, but they are not necessary for our purpose. 
We will give only one more, viz. 

If A , B ,C ,0 be any four collinear points, then 
OA 2 . BO + OB*. CA + OC 2 . AB = -BO. CA . AB. 

For by (3) the left-hand side is equal to 

(OA 2 - OC 2 \BC + (OB 2 - OC 2 )CA 

= CA(OA + OCyBC + CB(OB + OC)OA 
= BC.CA(OA-OB± 

= -BC.CA.AB. 

It may be noticed that this last theorem is true even if 
0 do not lie on the straight line ABC, but be any point 
whatever. For if a perpendicular OO' be let fall on ABC, 
OA 2 . BC + OB 2 . CA + OC 2 . Ah 
= (00' 2 + 0'A 2 )BC + ... + ... 

= O'A 2 . BC +'0*B 2 . CA + O'C 2 . AB 

+ 00' 2 (BC + CA +AB) 

1 - -&C.CA.AB, 
by what has jttet been proved.' * 

63. Consider now Fig. 39, which represents the projection 
from a centre 8 of the ‘point# of a straight line a on to 


* AJobius, Baryc. Calcul, § 1. 
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another straight line a '; let us examine the relation which 
exists between the lengths of two corresponding segments 
AB, A'B'. 





Fig. 39. Fig. 40. 


From the similar triangles SAJ , A’SI' ' 

JA : JS :: 1'$ : I'A '; * 
so from the similar triangles SBJ, B'SI', 

, JB : JS :: I'S : T'B '; 

JA.I'A' = JB.I'B' = JS.I'S; 


i.e. the rectangle JA . I'A' has a constant value for all pairs 
of corresponding points A and A'. 

If the constant^J S . I’S be denoted by k, we have 
FA’ = k/JA, I'B' = k/JB : 
therefore by subtraction, 


I'B' -FA' = 


k (JA - JB) 
JA. JB 


But I'B' - FA'‘A A'B', and JA-'JB^BA^ -AB ; 
A'B'=-k .AB/JA.JB. 

If we consider four pointy A , B , C , D (Fig. 40) of the 
straight line a and their four projections, A', B', C', D', we 
obtain, in a similar manner, * * 


AG ~ JA . jo’’. AG ’ BG ' ~ JB 7JC 1 BG ’ 


* Wo suppose that in all equations involving segments tho rule of signs is 
observed. Sec MObivs, Baryc. Calcul, § 1; Townsend, Modern Geometry, 
chapter v. 
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A D = JT^JD' AD ' B D = Jlf^JD ' BD> 


whence by division 

A'C' A'D' AG AD 
B'C' : B'D'~ BG 'BD' 

This last equation, which has boon proved for the case of 
projection from a centre S, holds also for the case where 
ABCD and A'B'CD' are the intersections of two transversal 
lines 5 and s' (not lying in the same plane) with four planes 
a , ft ,-y , b which all pass through one straight line u ; in 
other words, when A'B'C'D' is a projection of ABCD made 
from an axis u (Art. 4). For let the four planes a , , y , 5 

be cut in A", B", C", D" respectively by a straight line s" 
which meets s and s'. The straight lines AA", BB", CC", 
DD" are the intersections of the planes a , /3 , y , 8 respec¬ 
tively by the plane ss", and therefore meet in a point 8 ; 
that namely in which the plane ss" is cut by the axis u. So 
also A'A", B'B", C'C", D'D" arc four straight lines lying 
in the plane s's" and meeting in a point 8' of the axis u 
(that namely in which thq plane s's" is cut by the axis u). 
Therefore A”B"C"D" is a projection of ABCD from centre 8 
and a projection A'B'C D' from centre 8' ; so that 
ATC" t A"D" _AC.AD AAJ' A^D' 

B"C ' 1 B"D" ~ BC 1 BD ~ B’C : B'D '' 

The number AC/BC : AD/BD 
is called the (inharmonic ratio of the four collinear points 
A , B , C , D. The result obtained above may therefore be 
expressed as follows : 

The anharmonic ratio of four collinear points is unaltered by 
any projection whatever *. 

Or again : <» 

If two ranges, each of four points, are projective, they have 
the same anharmonic ratio, ‘'or, as we may say, are equi- 
anharmonic f. 

64. Dividing one by the other the expressions for A'C' and 
B'C', we have 1 

A'C'/B'C' = AC/BP : AJ/BJ. 


* PAPrus, Mathematical Collectiones, Hook vii. prop. 129 (od. Hultsch. Berlin. 
1877, vol. ii. p. 871). 

f Townsend, Modern Geometry, Art. 278. ^ 
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In this equation the right-hand member is the anharmonic 
ratio of the four points A , B, G , J ; consequently the left- 
hand member must be the anharmonic ratio of A', B', 
C', J' ; thus the anharmonic ratio of four points A', B', G ', J', 
of which the last lies at infinity , is merely the simple ratio 
A'C ': B'G'. 

This may also be seen by observing that if A' and B' 
remain fixed while D' moves off to infinity on the line A'B', 
then 

limiting value of A'D'/B'D' = 1; 
lifhiting value of A'f'/B'C': A'D'/B'D' = A'C'/B'C'. 
Similarly, on the same supposition, 

limiting value of A'D'/B'D' : A'C'/B'C ' = B'C'/A'C '; 
i.e. the enharmonic ratio of the four points A', B', D', P', of 
which the third lies at infinity, is equal to the simple ratio 
B'C'iA'C'. 

65. From this results the solution of the following 

Problem. — Given three cotlinear points A , B , C ; to find 
a fourth U so that the anharmonic ratio of the range ABCD 
may be a number \ given in sign and magnitude (Fig. 41). 

Solution. —Draw any transversal through C, and take on 
it two points A', B' such that the • 
ratio CA' : CP'is equal to X : l,the 
given value of the anharmonic 
ratio; the two pointg A' and B' 
lying on the same or on opposite 
sides of C according as \ is positive 
or negative. Join AA', BB', meet¬ 
ing in S; the straight line through S parallel to A'B' will 
cut AB in the point D required *. For if D' be the point at 
infinity on A'B','&nd we consider ABCD as a projection of 
A'B'C'D' (C' coincides with C) from the centre S, then the 
anharmonic ratio of ABCD is equal to that of A'B'C'D', 
that is, to the simple ratio A'C' : B’C' or X. 

The above is simply the graphical solution ®f the equation * 

AC/BCi AD/BD = X, , 
or AD/Bb = AC/BG : k = n, 

or in other words of the problem* : 


0 

I * 


c h H 



* Cha3L.es, OiomUrie wperieure (Paris, 1852), p 10. 
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Given two points A and B, to find a point D collinear with 
them such that the ratio of the segments AD, BD to one another 
may be equal to a number jm given in sign and magnitude. 

As only one such point D can ljec found, the proposed 
problem admits of only one solution ; this is also clear, 
from the construction given, since only one line can be 
drawn through S parallel to A'B' . Consequently there 
cannot be two different points D and D x such that ABGD 

and A BCD, have the same anharmonic ratio. Or : 

1 / 

If the groups ABCD, ABCD X are equianharmonic, the point' 
D x must coincide with D. 

66. Theorem. (Converse to that of Art. 63.) If two ranges 
ABCD, A'B'C'D', each of four points, are equianharmonic , 
they/ire nrojective with one another c 

For (by Art. 44) we can always pass from the triad 
ABC to»+he triad A'B'C by a finite number of projections 
or sections ; let D" be the point which these operations 
give as corresponding to D. Then the anharmonic ratio of 
A'B'C'D" will be equal to that of ABCD , and consequently 
to that of A'B'C'D' ; whence it follows that D" coincides 
with D', and that the ranges ABCD, A’B'C'D' are projec¬ 
tive with one another. 

67. It follows then from Arts. 63 and 66 that the necessary 
and sufficient condition that two ranges ABCD, A'B'C'D', 
consisting each of four points, should be projective, is the 
equality (in sign and magnitude) of their anharmonic ratios. 

The anharmonic ratio of four points ABCD is denoted by 
the symbol {ABCD) * ; accordingly the projectivity of two 
forms ABCD and A’B'C'D' is expressed by the equation 

{ABCD)={A'B'C'D'). 

From wha^has been proved it is seen that if two pencils 
each consisting of four rays or four planes are cut by any 
two transversals in ABCD and A'B'C'D' respectively, the 
equation {ABCD) = {A'B'C'D’) is the necessary and sufficient 
condition that the two pencils should be projective with one 
another. < 

The anharmonic ratio of a pencil of four rays a ,b , c, d or 
four planes a , ft , y , 8 may. now be defined as the constant 


* Mobiuu, Baryc. Calcvl, § 183. 
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anharmonic ratio of the four points in which the four 
elements of the pencil are cut by any transversal, and may 
be denoted by (abed) or (aflyb). 

This done, we can‘enunciate the general theorem : 

If two one-dimensional geometric forms, consisting each of 
four elements, are projective, they are equianharmonic ; and 
if they are equianharmonic, they are projective. 

68. Since two harmonic forms are always projectivcly 
rotated (Art. 51), the preceding theorem leads to the con¬ 
clusion that the anharmonic ratio of four harmonic elements 
is a constant number. For if ABCD is a harmonic system, 
BACD is also a harmonic system (Art. 53), and the two 
systems ACBD and BCAD q*re protectively yclated * ; thus 

, (ACBD) = (BCAD), 

i.e. AB/CB : AD/CD ^ BA/C A : BD/CD ; 

whence AC/BC : AD/BD= -1, 

i.e. (ABCIf)=—l; 

therefore the anharmonic ratio of four harmonic elements is 
equal to — 1 f* 

69. The equation (ABCD) = - 1, cr 

AG/BC+AD/BD = 0,.(1) 

i f 

which expresses that the range ABCD is harmonic, may be put.into 
two other remarkable forms. 

Since AD = CD—GA (Art. 62) and BD = CD—CB, the equation 
(1) gives » 

CA (CD-CB) + CB (CD-CA) = 0, 

or / 1/CD - A (I/OA + 1 /CB), . (2) 

i. e. CD is the harmonic mean between CA and CB; a formula which 
determines the point D when A , B , C are given. 

Again, if 0 is the middle point of the segment CD, so that we have 
OD - CO - ~OC, then 

AC = OC- 04 ; AD - OD-QA - -(OC+OA ); 

BC = OC - 6B ; BD = - ( OC+OB ). * 

Substituting these values in (1) or in AC/AD+BC/BD = 0, 

, OC-OA. *OB-OC 

we havc OC+ OA OB+OC ’ 

OC/OA = OB/OC, 

or OC 2 =, OA . OB, .' . (3) 

i. e. half the segment CD is a tncan 'proportional between the distances 
of A and B from the middle point of CD. 

* In Fig. 30 ACBD mayd>e projected (from K on NC) into LCNQ; and thon 
<f LCNQ may bo projected (from M on AD) into BCAD. 

7 t Mb'Bius, loc. oil., p. 209. 
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Fig. 42. 
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The equation (3) shows that the segments OA and OB must have 
the same sign, and that 0 therefore can never lie between A and B. 

If now a circle be drawn to pass 
through A and B (Fig. 42), 0 will lie 
outside the circle, and OC will be the 
length of the tangent from 0 to it * 
(Euc. III. 37). The circle*on CD as 
diameter will therefore cut the first 
circle (and all circles through A and B) 
orthogonally. Conversely, if two circles 
cut each other orthogonally, they wjll 
cut any diameter of one of them in two pairs of harmonic points f- 

70. The same formula *(3) gives 
the solution of $he following pro¬ 
blem : 

'Given two collinear segments AB 
and 'A'B'; to determine another 
Segment CD which shall divide each 
of them harmonically (Figs. 43, 44). 

Take any point G not lying on 
the common base AB', and draw 
the circles GAB , Gfl'B' meeting 
again in II. ‘ Join GH J, and produce it to cut the axis in 0. Then 
from the first circle OA . OB = OG . OH (Euc. III. 36), and from the 
second OA'. OB' = OG . OH ; 

.-. OA.OB-OA'.OB’. 

0 is therefore the middle point of the segment required; the 

points C and D will be the 
intersections with the axis 
@f a circle described from 
the centre 0 with radius 
equal to the length of the 
tangent from 0 to either of 
the circles GAB, G'A'B'. 

The problem admits of 
a real solution when the 
point .0 .falls outside both 
the segments AB, A'B', and 
consequently outside both 
** . the circles GAB, GA'B' 
(Figs. 43, 44). There is no real solution when the segments AB, 
A'B' overlap (Fig. 45); tin this case 0 lies within both segments. 


Fig. 43. 


/' 




0 * /AA'-" fl 



Fig. 44. 


* If through a pf/int 0 any chord be vlranijn to cut a circlo in P and Q, tho 
rectangle OP. OQ is called the power of tho point with regard to tho circle. 
Steiner, Grelle's Journal, vol. i. (Berlin, 1826); Collected W\)rks, vol. i. p. 22. 
We may then say that OC * is tho power of the point 0 with regard to the circle 
in Fig. 42. f Ponoelet* Prop. prey. Art. 79. 

$ Oil is the radical axis of the two eirclos, and all points on it are of equal 
power with regard to tho circles. 
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71. Let ABCD be a harmonic range, and let A and B (a pair of 
conjugates) approach indefinitely near to one another and ultimately 
coincide. If G lie at an infinite distance, 
then D must coincide with A and B, 
since it must lie mid wa^'between these 
two points (Art. 59). If G lie at a 
finite distance, and assume any posi¬ 
tion not coinciding with that of A or 
B, then equation (2) of Art. 69 gives 
GD =■ GA = GB, i.e. D coincides with 
4'and B. 

Again, let A and G (two non-conju¬ 
gate poifits) coincide, and B (the conjugate of A) lie at an infinite dis¬ 
tance. In this case A must lie midway between 0 and D, so that D will 
coincide with A and G. If B lie at a finite distance, aud assume any 
position not coinciding with that of A or G, then equation (1) of Art. 69 
gives Afl = 0, i. e. the point D coincides with A and G. So that: 

If, of four points forming a harmonic, range, any hvo coincide, one 
of the other two 1 points will also coincide with them, and the fourth 
is indeterminate. 

72. The theorem of Art. 45 leads to the following result: given 
four elements A , B , G , D of a one-dimensional geometric form, the 
anharmonic ratios (ABCD) , (BADC) , ( GDAB)', (DCBA) arc all 
equal to one another. 

I. Pour elements of such a form can be permuted in twenty-four 
different ways, so as to form the twenty-four different, groups ’ 


ABCD 
ABDG 
AGBD 
AGDB 
ADBG 
ADGB• 


BADG 

BAGD 

GADB 

GABD 

DAGB 

DABG 


GDAB 

DGAB 

BDAG 

DBAG 

BGAD 

GBAD 


DGBA 

GDBA 

DBGA 

BDGA 

GBDA 

BGDA 


here arranged in six lines of four each. The four groups in each 
line are projective with one another (Art. 45), and have therefore 
the same anharmonic ratio. In order to determine the anharmonic 
ratios of all the twenty-four groups, it is only necessary to consider 
one group in each fixe ; for example, the six groups in the first 
column. These six groups are so related to each cither that when 
any one of them is known the other five can be at once determined. 

IT. Consider the two groups ABCD and ABDG, which are derived 
one from the other by interchanging the last two elements. Their 
anharmonic ratios 


( ABCD) or AC/BG : AD/BD, 
and ( ABDG) 'or AD/BD : AG/BC 


are one the reciprocal of the Other ; tjius 

(ABGD) (ABDG) - 1.(1) 

Similarly, (AGBD) (AGDB) = 1.(2) 

and (ADBG) (ADGB) = 1.(3) 
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III. Now if A, B, C, D are four coliinear points, it has been seen 
(Art. 62) that the identical relation 

BC . AD+CA . BD+AB.CD - 0 
always holds. Dividing by BC. AD, we have 

AC.BD AB.CD r 
BC . AD + CB . AD " 

AC AD AB AD , 

or — • -_4- _• _ _1 

BC' BD^ CB 'CD~ ’ 


that is (Arts, 63, G7), 

(ABCD) + (ACBD) = 1.(A) 

Similarly, (ABDC) + (ADBC) = 1,.(5) 

and (ACDB)+(ADCB) = 1.". . (6) 


IV. If A denote the anharmonic ratio of the group ABCD, i.e. if 

* . (ABCD)- A. 

the formula (1) gives ( ABDG ) = 1/A,, 

and (4) gives ( ACBD) *= 1 —A ; 

then by (2) (ACDB) = 1/(1-A), 

and by (b-, v-. (ADCB) = 1 — 1 /(I — A) =A/(A — 1); 

and finally, by (3) or (5) 

(ADBC) = (\-L)/\* 

t* 

V. The six anharmonic ratios may also be expressed in terms of 
the angle of intersection 6 of^the circles described on the segments 
AB, CD as diameters ; it being supposed that A and B are separated 
by C f»nd D It will be found that 

(ABCD) = - tan 2 \0, (ABDC) = - cot*A 6, 

(ACBD) = sec 2 a(9, (ACDB) = cos 2 ^, 

(ADCB) = sin 2 A0, (ADBC) = cosec 2 A0.t 

VI. If in the group ABCD two pointS A and B coincide, then 
AC - BC, AD = BD, and therefore 

(ABCD) - (AACD) = 1. 

But if A = 1, the other anharmonic ratios become 
(ACAD) = 1 — 1 = 0, and (ACDA) = oo ; 
thus when of four elements two coincide, the anharmonic ratios have 
the values 1, 0. go. r » • 

If (ABCD) = — 1, i.e. if the range ABCD is harmonic, the formulae 
of (IV) give 

(ACBD) = 2 and (ACDB) - \ ; 

so that when the anharmonic ratio of four points has the value 2 or 
\, these points,’ taken in another order, form a harmonic range. 

VII. Conversely, the anharmonic ral^o of a range ABCD, none of 
whose points lies at infinity, cannot have any of the values 0, 1, go, 
without some two of its points coinciding. 

C 

* Mobitts, loc. rit., p. 249. 

f Casey, On Cyclides and Sphero-quarlics (Phil. Trans. 1871), p. 704. 
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For if in (IV) A = 0, AG/BC : AD/BD - 0, and either AG or BD 
must vanish ; i.e. either A coincides with G, or B with D. 

If A = 1, ( AGBD ) = 1 —A = 0, so that either A coincides with B, 
or G with D. 

And if A = oo, ( ABD&) = 1/A = 0, so that either A coincides witli 
D, or B with G. 

VIII. By considering the expressions given for the six anharmonic 
ratios in (IV) it is clear that whatever be the relative positions of the 
points A, B , C ,.D> two of the ratios (and their two reciprocals) are 
always positive and a third (and its reciprocal) negative ; and thus 
w8 see that the anharmonic ratios of four points no two of which 
coincidejnay have all values positive or negative except +1, 0, or oo. 


73. From the theorems of Arts. 63 ancl 66, which express 
the necessary and sufficient condition that two ranges, each 
consisting of four elements, should be projectivcly related, 
wo conclude that 

If two geometric forms of one dimension are projective, then 
any two corresponding groups of four elements are'equianhnr- 
monic *. 

As a particular case, to any four harmonic elements of 
the one form correspond four 
harmonic elements of the other * 

(Art. 51). 

74. Let A , A' and B , B' be 
any two pairs of corresponding 
points of two projective ranges 
(Fig. 46); let I be the" point at 
infinity belonging to the first range, and F the point corre¬ 
sponding to it in the second range ; similarly let J' be the 
point at infinity belonging to the second range, and J its 
correspondent in the first range. By Art. 73 

,(ABIJ) = [A'B'I'J '); 

.-. (BAJI) = (A'B'I'J') (Art. 72); 
from which, since I and J' lie„at infinity, 

BJ : AJ = A'l ': B'F (Art. 64), 
and JA . FA' = JB . FB’ ; 

i.e. the product JA.FA' has a constant value for all pairs of 
corresponding points f. 



Fig. 40. 


* Steiner, Systematiacht Entwickehing.. (Berlin, 1832), p. 33, § 10 ; Collected 
Works, ed. Woierstrass (Berlin, 1881), vol. i. p. 262. 
t Steiner, toe. cit., p. 40, § 12; Collected Works, vol. i. p. 267. 
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(This proposition has already been proved in Art. 63 for 
the particular case of two ranges in perspective.] 

75. In two homological figures, four collincar points or 
four concurrent straight lines of the onh figure form a group 
which is equianharmonic with that consisting of the points or 
lines corresponding to them in the other figure (Art. 73). Let 
0 be the centre of homology, M and M' any pair of corre¬ 
sponding points in the two figures, N and N' ’another pair of 
corresponding points lying on the ray OMM', and X tl^e 
point in which this ray meets the axis of homology. Since 
the points OMNX , OM'N'X correspond severally to one 


another, 

(OXMN)^(OXM’N'), 

a . 

OM . ON OM' ON' 

or 

MX : NX 21'X 1 N'X ] 


OM OM' ON ON' 
•’* MX : M'X ~NX : N'X ’ 


and consequently the anharmonie ratio ( OXMM') is coftstant 
for all pairs of corresponding points M and M' taken on a ray 
OX passing through the centre of homology. 

Next let L and L' be another pair of corresponding points, 
and Y the point in which the ray OLL' cuts the axis of 
homology. Since the straight lines LM, L'M' must meet in 
some point Z of the axis XY, it follows that OYLL' is a pro¬ 
jection of OXMM' from Z as centre, and therefore 

(i OYLL ') = (OXMM '); 

consequently the anharmonie ratio (OXMM') is constant 
for all pairs of corresponding points in the plane. 

Consider now a pair of corresponding straight lines a and 
a', the axis of homology s, and the ray u joining the centre 
of homology 0 to the point aa\ The pencil osaa' is cut 
by every straight line through, 0 in a range of four points 
analogous to OXMM '; consequently the anharmonie ratio 
(osaa') is constant for all pairs of corresponding straight lines 
a and a', and is equal to the anharmonie ratio (OXMM'). 

This anharmonie ratio is called the coefficient or parameter 
of the homology. It is ekar that two figures in homology 
can be constructed when, in addition to the centre and axis, 
we are given the parameter of the homology. 
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76. When the parameter of the homology is equal to — 1, 
all ranges and pencils similar to OXMM', osaa', arc harmonic. 
In this case the homology is called harmonic * or involutorial , 
and two corresponding points (or lines) correspond to one 
another doubly ; that is to say, every point (or line) has the 
same correspondent whether it be regarded as belonging to 
the first or the second figure. (See below, Arts. 122, 123.) 

Harmonic homology presents two eases which deserve special 
notice : (1) when the centre of homology is at an infinite distance, in 
the direction perpendicular to the axis of homology; (2) when the 
axis of homology is at an infinite distance. In the first case we have 
what is called symmetry with resfecl to an axis ; the axis of homology 
(in this case called also the axis of symmetry) bisect? orthogonally 
the straight line joining any pair bf corresponding points, and bisects 
also thc<angle included by any pair of corresponding straight lines. 
The second case is called symmetry with respect to a centre. The 
centre of homology (in this case called also the centre o f j ummetry) 
bisects the distance between any pair of corresponding points, and 
two corresponding straight lines* are always parallel. In each of 
these two cases the two figures are equal and similar (congruent) f; 
oppositely equal in the first case, and directly equal in the second. 

77. Considering again the general case of two homological 
figures, let a , h , m , n be four rays of a pencil »n the fifSt 
figure, and a', b', m\ n' the straight lines corresponding to 
them in the second. Then ( mnab) = {m'n'a'b'). 

Now let an arbitrarj^transvcrsal be drawn to cut mnab in 
MNAB, and draw the corresponding (or another) transversal 
to cut m'n'a'b' ill M'N'A'B'; then {MNAB) = {M’N'A'B'), 

MA M'A' NA N'A' 
or MB'M’B'~NB'N'B'' 

Consequently, the ratio MA/MB: M'A'/M'B' depends 
only on the straight lines ah (and a’b'), and <*iot at all on 
the straight line m (or m'). 

The ratio MA : NA is equal lo that of the distances of the 
points M , N from the straight line a, which distances we may 
denote by {M , a), {N , a) ; thus 

{M , a)/{M , b ): (M', a’)/{M', b') = ednstant, ' 

• 

* Bellavitis, Saggio di Oeometria deriviM (Nuovi Saggi of the Academy of 
Padua, vol. iv. 1838), § 60.' 

f Two figures aro said to be congruent when the ono may be superposed upon 
the other so as exactly to coincide with it. 



64 


ATSHARMONIC RATIOS 


[77-9 


that is to say * : 

In two homological figures (or, more generally, in two protec¬ 
tively related figures) the ratio of the distances of a variable point 
M from two fixed, straight lines a , h in the first figure bears 
a constant ratio to the analogous ratio of the distances of the 
corresponding point M' from the corresponding straight lines 
a', b' in the other figure. 

Suppose b to pass through the centre of homology 0 ; then 
M and M' arc collinear with 0 and b' coincides with b, so that 
(M,b):(M',b') = OM:OM'; 

and therefore 

OM/OM': (M, a)/(M', a') = constant. 

If N and N' are another paif of corresponding points, we 
have then 

OM (M, a) ’ON (N, a) 

OM' : (M', a') ~ ON' : (N' } a') * 

Now suppose the straight line? a' to move away indefinitely; 
then a becomes the vanishing line in the first figure; the 
ratio (M', a')/(N', a') will in the limit become equal to unity, 
and thus 

- , , OM/OM ': (1/, a) = ON/ON' :(N,a) 

= constant; 

in other words f : 

In two homological figure?, the ratio of the distances of any 
point in the first figure from the centte of homology and from 
the vanishing line respectively, varies directly as the distance 
of the corresponding point in the second figure from the centre 
of homology. 

* Ciiasles, Geometric supirieurc. Art. 512. 
t Ciiasles, Sections coniques, Art. 267. 
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# CONSTRUCTION OF PROJECTIVE FORMS 

78., Let ABC and A'B'C' bo two triads of corresponding 
elements of two* projective forms of one dimension (Pig. 47), 
aild imagine any series of operations (of projection and 
section),, by which wc 
may have passed from • » 

ABC to A'B'C': Then 
whatever this series be*, • 

it will aho lead from any “ 
other element D of the 
first form to the element 
D' which corresponds to « 

it in the second. Fop 
■ if D could give, as the 
result of these opera¬ 
tions, an element D" different from D', then the apharyionic 
ratios ( ABCD) and ( A'B'C'D") would be equal; but by 
hypothesis (ABCD) = (. A'B'C'D') ; therefore (A'B'C'D') = 
(A'B'C'D"), which is impossible unless D" coincide with D' 
(Art. 65). * 

79. Theorem (converse to that of Art. 73): 

Given two forms of one dimension; if to the elements 
A ,B ,C, D,... of the one correspond respectively the elements 
A', B', C', D', ...of the other in such a manner that any four 
elements of the first jorm are equianfyirmonic with the four 
corresponding etements of the second, then the turn forms are 
projective. 

For every series of operations (of projection or section) 
which leads from the triad ABC to the triad A'B'C', leads at 
the same time from the element D to another element D" 
such that (ABCD) - (A'B'JC'D"). But (ABCD) = (A'B'C'D') 
by hypothesis; therefore ^A'B'C'D') = (A'B'C’D"), and D" 
must coincide with D' (Art. ^35). *'And since the same con- 

* In Fig. 47 the aeries of operations is : a projeeticn from S, a section by u”, 
a projection from S', and a section by u'. 

1514 
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elusion is true for any other pair whatever of corresponding 
elements, it follows that the two forms are projective 
(Art. 40). 

80. From Art. 78 the following may be deduced as a 
particular case : 

If among the elements of two projective forms of one'dimension 
there are two corresponding triads ABC and A'B'C' which are 
in perspective, then the two forms themselves are in perspective. 

(1) . If, for example, the forms are two ranges ABCD... and 
A'B'C'D’... ; then if the three straight lines AA', BB', CC' 
meet in a point 8, the other analogous lines DD', ... will all 
pass through S (Figs. 19, 40). 

Suppose, as a particular case, that the points A, A' 
coincide (Fig. 22), so that the tvvo ranges have e pair of 
corresponding points A and a! united in the point of inter¬ 
section \,f their bases *. The triads ABC, A'B'C' are in 
perspective, their centre of perspective being the point 
where BB' and CC' meet; accordingly : 

If t wo projective ranges have a self-corresponding point , they 
are in perspective. 

Conversely it is evident that two ranges which are in ‘per¬ 
spective have always a self-corresponding point. 

(2) . Again, if the two forms are two flat pencils abed... and 
a'b'c'd'... lying in the same plane ; then if the three points 
aa ', lib', cc' lie on one straight linens, the analogous points 
eld'... will all lie on the same straight lino (Fig. 20). If the 
line 8 lie altogether at infinity, we have the following property: 

if in two projective flat 
pencils, three pairs of corre¬ 
sponding rays are parallel to 
one another,’ men every pair of 
corresponding rays are jiarallel 
to one another. 

The hypothesis is satisfied 
in the particular case where the 
rays a and a' coincide (Fig. 48;, sc that the two pencils have 
a self-corresponding ray in the straight line which joins their 

* In the ease of two projective forns we shall in future employ the term 
self-corresponding to denote an element which is such that it coincides with its 
correspondent; thus A or A' above may be called a self-corresponding point of 
the two ranges. 
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centres; then s is the straight line joining W and cc'. 
Accordingly: 

When two projective flat pencils (lying in the same plane) 
have a self-corresponding ray , they are in perspective. 

Conversely, two coplanar flat pencils which are in perspective 
have always a self-corresponding ray. 

(3). If one of the systems is a range ABGD ... and the other 
a flat pencil abed... (Fig. 28), the hypothesis amounts to 
assuming that the rays a ,b , c pass respectively through the 
points A, B ,C; then we conclude that also d ,... will pass 
through D,... &c. • 



81. Two ranges may be superposed one upon the other, 
so as to lie upon the same straight line or baser, in which case 
they may be said to be colitnear. For example, if twd pencils 
(in the same plane) 8=abc...'and O^a'b'c'... (Fig. 49) arc 
cut by the same transversal, 
they will determine upon it two 
ranges ABC , A'B'C '.:. which 
will be projectively related if 
the two pencils are so. The 
question arises whether there * v 
exist in this ease any self- ^8- 49 - 

corresponding points, i.e. whether two corresponding points 
of the two ranges coincide in any point of the transversal. 

If, for instance, the transversal s be drawn so as to pass 
through the points;* and 66', then A will coincide with A', 
and B with B '; in this case 
consequently there are two 
self-corresponding points. 

Again, if a rangq u be 
projected (Fig.*T>U) from 
two centres S and 0 (lying 
in the same plane with u), 
two flat pencils abc... and 
a'6'c' ... will be formed, 
which have a pair of corresponding rays a , a' united in tile 
line SO. And if a transversal s be drawn through the point 
in which this line cuts u , vjp shtfll obtain two projective 
ranges ABC ..., A'B'C*... lying on a common base s, and such 
that they have one self-corresponding point AA'. 
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And lastly, we shall see hereafter (Art. 109) that it is 
possible for two collinear projective ranges to be such as 
to have no self-corresponding point. 

So also two flat pencils (in the ssfrne plane) may have 
a common centre, in which case they may be termed con¬ 
centric ; such pencils are formed when two different ranges 
are projected from the same centre (Fig. 51). And two axial 

pencils may have a common axis; such 
pencils are formed when we project two 
different ranges from the same axis, or 
the same flat pencil from different 
centres. Again, if two sheaves are cut 
by the same plane, two plane figures 
are obtained; if, on the other hand, 
tfvo plaiie figures are projected from 
the same- centre, two concentric sheaves are formed. In all 
these cases the forms in question may be said to be super¬ 
posed one upon the other; and the investigation of their 
self-corresponding elements , when the two forms are projec- 
tively related, is of groat importance. The complete 
investigation will be given later on, in Chapter XVIII; at 
present we can only prove the following Theorem. 

82. Theorem. Two superposed projective {one-dimen¬ 
sional) forms either have at most two self-corresponding 
elements, or else every element coincides with its correspondent. 

For if there could be three self-corresponding elements 
A ,B ,C suppose ; then if D and D' are any other pair of 
corresponding points, we should have (Art. 73) {ABCD) = 
(ABCD'), and consequently (Art. 65) D would coincide with 
D'. Unless then the two forms are identical, they cannot 
have more than two self-corresponding elements. 

83. Theorem (converse to that of Art. 53). If a one- 
dimensional form consisting of four elements A , B ,C, D is 
projective with a second form deduced from it by interchanging 
two of the elements {e.g. BACD), then the form will be a 
harmonic one, and the two interchanged elements will be 
conjugate to each other. 

First Proof. If {ABCD) =*( BACD), then (Art. 72. IV) 
A = 1/A ; .*. A 2 = 1 , and since we cannot take A = +1 (Art. 72. 
VIII) we must have A = — 1, i.e. the form is a harmonic one. 
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Second Proof. Suppose, for example, that A, B, C, D aro 
four collinear points (Fig. 52). Let K , M , Q , D be a projec¬ 
tion of these points on any straight line through D, made 
from an arbitrary ceiftre L. Since A BCD is projective with 
KMQD and also (by hyp.) with BACD, the forms KMQD 
and BACD are projective with 
one another. And they have 
a self-corresporfding point D ; 
consequently they are in per¬ 
spective (Art. 80), and KB, 

MA , QC will meet in 0 one 
point 2V., But this being the 
case, we have a complete quadrangle KLM1J, of which one 
pair of .opposite sides meet in A, another such pair in B, 
while the fifth and sixth side% pass Respectively through C 
and D. Accordingly (Art. 46) ABCD is a harmonic range. 

84. Let there be given two, projoctively related geometric 
forms of one dimension. Any series of operations which 
suffices to derive three elements of the one from* the three 
corresponding elements of the other will enable us to pass 
from the one form to the other (Art. 78); and any two givqp 
triads of elements arc always projective, i.e. can be derived 
one from the other by means of a certain number of projec¬ 
tions and sections. Hence we conclude that: 

Given three pairs of corresponding elements of two projective 
forms of one dimension, any number of other pairs of corre¬ 
sponding elements can he constructed. 

We proceed to illustrate this by two examples, taking 
(1) two ranges and (2) two flat pencils ; the forms being 
in each case supposed to lie in one plane. 

Given (Fig. 53) three pairs of Given (Fig. 54) three pairs of 
corresponding points A and A', corresponding rays a and a', 6 
B and B', G and O', of the pro-* and //, c and c', of the projective 
jective ranges u and u’ ; to con- pencils U and U '; to construct 
struct these ranges. these pencils. * 

We proceed as in Art. 44. Oa ■ Through the point of inter- 
the straight line which joins any section of any two of the cor- 
two of the corresponding points, responding rays, say a and a', 
say A and A ', take two arbitrary dr*aw two arbitrary transversals 
points S and S'. Join &B , S'B' s and s'. Join the points sb and 
cutting one another in B", and s’V by the straight line V, and 
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e 

SC , S'O' cutting one another in the points sc and s’c' by the 
C" ; join B"C", and let it cut straight line c" ; and let a" be the 
AA'inA". The operations which straight line joining the points 
enable us to pass from ABC to b"c" and aa\ The operations 



H 


Fig. 63. . 


I S’ 



A'B'C are : 1. a projection from 
S ; 2. a section by u" (the line on 
which lie the points A", B", C") ; 
3. a projection from S'; 4. a 
section by w\ The same opera¬ 
tions lead from any other given 
point D on u to the correspond¬ 
ing point 1)’ on u\ so that the 
rays SD and &D' must intersect 
in a point D" of the fixed straight 
line u". * 

In this manrer a range 
u"=A n B"0"D"... 
is obtained which is in perspec¬ 
tive both with u and with u'. 


whicifc enable us to pass from abc 
to a'b'c' are : 1. a section by s ; 
2. a projection from the point 
IJ" where a", b", c" meet; 3. a 
section by s ': 4. a projection 
from U'. The same operations 
lead from any other given ray d 
of the peniil JJ to the correspond¬ 
ing ray d! of the pencil Z7'; so that 
the points sd and s'd' must lie on 
«a straight line d" which passes 
through the fixed point V". 

In this manner a pencil 

Tiff — ^ffj^ff Jf Jff 

U —a bed ... 

is obtained which is in perspec¬ 
tive both with U and with V'. 


• i 

In the preceding construction (left), D is qny arbitrary point on u. 
If D be taken to be the point at infinity on u, then (Fig. 53) SD 
will be parallel to w; t jn order therefore to find the point on v! 
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which corresponds to the point at infinity on u, draw SI" parallel to 
u to cut u" in I" ; then join S'l", which will cut u' in the required 
point I\ Similarly, if the ray through S’ parallel to u' cuts u" in 
J", and SJ" be joined, this will cut u in J, the point on u which 
corresponds to the point? at infinity on m'. 


If D be taken at P, the point 
where u afld u" meet, then D" 
also coincides with P, and the 
point P' on m' corresponding to 
tlip point P on u is found as the 
intersection of S'P with m'. 

Similarly, if Q' be the poii^t of 
intersection of u' and u'\ the 
point on u corresponding to Q' 
on u' is Q, where SQ' cuts u. 

i 

85. The only condition to* 
which the centres S and S' are 
subject is that they arc to lie 
upon the straight line which joins* 
a pair of corresponding points ; 
in other respects their position is 
arbitrary. We may then for in¬ 
stance take S at A' and S' at A 
(Fig. 55). Then the ray S'P co¬ 
incides with u, and P' is accord¬ 
ingly the point of intersection of 
w and u'. So too the ray SQ' 
coincides with u, and Q alio lies 
at the point mm'. . 

If then we take/the points A' 
and A as the. centres S and S 
respectively, the straight line u" 
will cut the bases u and u' re¬ 
spectively in P and Q', the points 
which correspond* *to l> the point 
mm' regarded in the first instance 
as the point P' of the line u' and 
in the second instance as tho 
point Q of the line u. 

Now in the construction of the 
preceding Art., the straight line 
u n was found as the locus df the 
points of intersection of pairs of 
corresponding rays of the pencils 
in perspective • 

S ( ABCD ..) and S' (. A'B'C'D '..) 


In the preceding construction 
(right), d is any arbitrary ray 
passing through U. If it be taken 
to be p, the line joining V to V", 
then the corresponding ray p' of 
the pencil TJ' is the line joining 
the point TJ' to the point s'p. 

Similarly, if q' be the ray 
IJ'IJ" of the pencil U', the ray q 
corresponding to i*C in the pencil 
U is that whiclf joins the points 
TJ "and sq'. * 

The* only condition to which 
the transversals s andare sub¬ 
ject is that they are to pass 
through the point of intersection 
of a pair of corresponding rays ; 
in other respects their position is 
arbitrary. We may then for in¬ 
stance take a' for s and a for s' 
(Fig. *56). Then the point s'p 
coincides with TT, and p' is ac¬ 
cordingly the straight line UTJ'. 
So too the point sq' coincides 
wfth U', and q also must be the 
straight line UTJ'. 

Tf then we take the rays a' 
and a as the transversals s and 
s' respectively, the point TJ" will 
be the intersection of the rays p 
and q' which correspond to the 
straight line UU', regarded in 
the first instance*as the ray p' of 
the pencil TJ', and in the second 
"instance as the ray q of the 
pencil TJ. 

Now tn the construction of the 
preceding Art., the point U" x was 
found as the centre of perspective 
of the ranges in perspective 
s\abcd ...) and s' ( a'b'c'd' ...). 
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« 

The straight line u" obtained The point U" obtained by the 
by the construction of the present construction of the present Art. 
Art. is in like manner the locus is in like manner the centre of 
of the points of intersection of perspective of the ranges 
pairs of corresponding rays of a' (abed ...) and a (a'b'c'd '...), 
the pencils i. e. the point in which the lines 

A'(ABCD..) and A (A'B'C'D’..), joining the pairs of corresponding 
i.e. the locus of the points in points a'b and ah', a'c and ac', 
which the pairs of lines A’B and a’d and ad’, ... pieet. 

AB\ A'C and AC, A’D and 
AD', ...intersect. 



Fig. 56. 


If in place of A' and A any If in place of a' and a any 
other pair of points B' and B, or' *other pair of rays b' and b, or c' 
C and C,... be taken as centres andc,... betaken as transversals, 
of the aiixiliaTy'pencils tfand S', the point U" must still be the 
the straight line u" must still intersection of p and q’ ; i.e. the 
cut the two bases u and u' in the point V" remains the same, 
points P and Q' ; i. e. the straight- 
line u" remains the same. 

If then ABC... MN ... and * If theb abc ... mn ... and 
A'B'C... M'N'... are two pro- a'b'c' ... m’n' ... are two projec- 
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j ecti ve ranges (in the same plane), 
every pair of straight lines such 
as MN' and M'N intersect in 
points lying on a fixed straight 
line. This straight line passes 
through those points which corre¬ 
spond in each range to the point 
of intersection of their bases 
when regarded a? a point of the 
other range. 

•86. If the two ranges u and u' 
are in perspective (Fig. 57) the 
points P and Q' will coincide 
with the point 0 in which* the 
bases u and u' meet; and since 
the straight line which is thef 
locus of.»the points (AB', A l B), 
(AC', A'C), (AW, A'D),... and • 
the straight line which, is the 
locus of the points (BA', B'A), 
(BC, B'C), (BD\ B’D), ... have* 
two points in common, viz.-O and 
(AB', A'B), these straight lines 
must coincide altogether. This 
being so, AA’BB' is a com¬ 
plete quadrangle, whose diagonal 
points are 0, (the point where 
AA', BB', ... meet), and M (the 
point of intersection of AB' and 
A'B) ; consequently (Art. f$) the 
straight lines u and u' are har¬ 
monic conjugates with regard to 
the straight lines u" and OS. If 
therefore two transversals u and 
u' cut a flat pencil (a,b,c, ...) in the 
points (A, A'), (B, B'), (C, C')..., 
then the points of inkysection of 
the pairs of straight lines AB'&nd 
A'B , AC' and A'C, BC' and 
B'C, .. lie on one and the same, 
straight line u", which passes 
through the point uu’ ; and the 
straight line joining uu' to the 
centre of the pencil is the .har-* 
monic conjugate of u" with re¬ 
spect to u and u'. 

From this follows tha solutioi# 
of the problem: 

To draw the straight line con- 


tive pencils (in the same plane) 
every straight line which joins a 
pair of points such as mn' and 
m'n passes through a fixed point. 
This point is the intersection of 
those rays which correspond in 
each pencil to the straight line 
joining the centres of the pencils 
when regarded as a ray of the 
other pencil. 

If the two pencils U and IJ' 
are in perspective (Fig. 59) the 
rays p and q’ will coincide with 
the straight line UU'; and since 
through the point.of intersection 
of the rays (aU, ab), (aef, a'c), 
(ai', a'd ), ... and through* the 
point of intersection of the rays 
(ba', ij'a), (be', b'c), (b$', b'd),... 
pass two different straight lines, 
viz. UU' and (ab', a'b), these 
points must coincide. This being 
so, aa'bb' is a complete quadri¬ 
lateral, whose diagonals are UU', 
s Ifthc straight line on which 
aa', bj/,... intersect); and m m (the 
straight line which joins ah’ and 
a'b) ; consequently (Art. 5(5) the 
points U and U' are harmonic, 
conjugates with regard to U" and 
the point in which s meets UU'. 
If therefore a range be projected 
from two points U and V by the 
rays (a, a'), (b , ?/), (c , c')..., then 
the straight lines which join the 
pairs of points (ah’, a'b), (ac’, a’c), 
(be', b'r),... meet in one and the 
same point U", which lies on the 
line UU' ; and the point where 
«thc straight line UU' cuts the 
base of the range is the harmonic 
conjugate of U" with respect to 
U and U'. 


From this follows the solution 
of the problem: 

To construct the point where a 
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necting a given point M with the given straight line m ivould he in- 
inacccssihle point of intersection of tersected by a straight line ( UU ') 
two given straight lines u and u'. which cannot be drawn , but which 

is determined by its passing 
through two given points U and 
V. 


s 



Fig. 57. . 

Through M (Figs. 57 and 58) On m (Fig. 59) take two points, 
draw two straight linos to cut u and join them to V by the 
in A and B, and u' in B' and A' ,straight lines a and b, and to TV 



respectively; join AA',BB' meet- by the straight lines b’ and a' ; 
ing in S. Through S draw any let s be the straight lino joining 
straight line to cut u in C and the points of intersection of a , a' 
u' in C, and join BC', B'C, and b , b\ On s take any other 
intersecting in* N. The straight point and*jflTTTit to U , U’ by the 
line joining M and N will be the straight lines c, c' respectively, 
line u" required. , The straight line n which joins 

*the points bc f and b'c will cut m 
in the point TJ" required. 

If the straight lines u and u' arc parallel to one another (Fig. 58) 
the preceding construction gives the solution of the problem : given 
two parallel straight lines, to draw through a given point a straight 

line parallel to them, making toe of the ruler only. 

** * 

87. If in the theorem of the If in the theorem of the pre¬ 
preceding article the fljit pencil ceding article the range consist 
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consist of only three rays, the 
theorem may be enunciated as 
follows, with reference to the 
three pairs of points AA', BB', 
CC': 

If a hexagon (six-point) 
AB'C A'BC (Fig. 60) has its ver¬ 
tices of odd order (1st, 3rd, and 



Fig. 60- 

5th) on one straight line u, and 
its vertices of even order (2nd, 
4th, and 6th) on another straight 
line u', then .the three pairs of 
opposite sides ( AB' and AB’, B'C 
and BG', CA' and C'A) meet in 
three points lying on one and the 
same straight line u"*. 

t 

U 

!>^ " 



Fig. 62. 


of only three points, the theorem 
may be enunciated as follows 
with reference to the three pairs 
of rays aa', bb', cc': 

If a hexagon (six-side) ab'ca'bc' 
(Fig. 61) be such that its sides 
of odd order (1st, 3rd, and 5th) 



Fig. 61. 


meet in one point U, and its sides 
oFevcn order (2nd, 4th, and 6th) 
meet in another pojnt IJ', thwi 
the three straight lines* which, 
join the pairs of opposite vertices 
(ah' and a'b, b'c and be', ca' and 
c'q) pass through one and the 
same point XJ". 



Fig. 63. 


88. Returning to the con- Returning to the construction 
struction of Art. 84 (left), let th« of Art. 84 (right), let the straight 


* Pappus, he. cit.. Book vii. pjop. 139. 
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centre S be taken at the point 
where A A’ meets BB', and the 
centre S' at the point where A A' 
meets CC (Fig. 62). Then since 
SB , S'B f meet in B', and SC, 
S'C in C, therefore B'C is the 
straight line u". Consequently 
any other pair of corresponding 
points D and D f are constructed 
by observing that the straight 
lines SD, S'D' must meet on B'C. 


From a consideration of the 
figure SS’CW)'B, which is a 

hexagon, we dewe the theorem : 

• 

In a hexagon, of which two 
sides are ^segments of the bases of 
two projective ranges, and the four 
others are the straight lines con¬ 
necting four pairs of correspond¬ 
ing points, l he straight lines which 
join the three pairs of opposite 
vertices are concurrent. 

*" 89. Jt in»tlie problem qf Art. 
84 (left) the three straight lines 
AA', BB', CC passed through 
the same point S (if, for example, 
A and A' coincided), then the two 
ranges would be in perspective ; 
we should therefore only have to 
draw rays through S in order 
to obtain any number of pairs of 
corresponding points (Fig. 19). 
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line joining the points aa', cc' be 
taken as the transversal s, and 
that joining the points aa', bb' 
as the transversal s' (Fig. 63). 
Then since the line joining the 
points sb , s'b' is b, and the line 
joining the points so, s'c' is c', 
therefore be' is the point V. 
Consequently ?ny other pair of 
corresponding rays d and d' are 
constructed by observing that the 
points sd , s'd' must be collinear 
with be'. 

Erom a consideration of the 
figure ss’cdd'b, which is a hexa- 
*gon (six - side) we derive the 
theorem: • 

In a hexagon, of which two ver¬ 
tices are the centres of two pro¬ 
jective pencils, and the four others 
*are the points of intersection of 
four pairs of corresponding rays, 
the three points in which the pairs 
of opposite sides meet one another 
are collinear. 

If the three points aa', bb', cc' 
in Art. 84 (right) lay on the 
same straight line s (if, for ex¬ 
ample, a and a' coincided), then 
the tjyo pencils would be in per¬ 
spective ; we should therefore 
only have tft connect the two 
centres of the pencils with every 
point of s in order to obtain any 
number of pairs of corresponding 
rays (Fig. 20). 


90. If the two ranges u and u’ (Art. 84, left) are superposed one 
upon the other, i.e. if the six given points AA'BB'CC' lie on the 
same straight line (Fig. 64), we first project u' from an arbitrary 
centre S' on an arbitrary straight line u v and then proceed to make 
the construction for £lie case of the ranges u=(ABC ...) and 
u 1 =(A l B l (\...), i.e. to construct with Regard to the pairs of points 
(AA X ), (BB X ), (CC X ) in the way shown in Art. 84. A pair of corre¬ 
sponding points D and D x of Jfche ranges u and u t having been found, 
the ray S'D X determines upon u' .the point D' which corresponds 
to D. 

The construction is simpler in the case where two corresponding 
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points A and A' coincide (Fig. 65). When this is so, if u x be drawn 
through A, the range u x will be in perspective with u ; thus, after 
having projected u' upon u x from an 
arbitrary centre S', if S be the point 
where BB y and CC X meet, it is 
only necessary further to project u 
from S upon u x , and then u x from 
S' upon 

The two colli^ear ranges u and 
u' have in general two self-corre¬ 
sponding points ; one at AA', and 
a second at the point of inter¬ 
section of their common base line 
with the straight line SS'. ' 

If then SS' passes through the 
point MWj, the two ranges u and u' 
have o®ly one self-corresponding r 
point. If it were desired to con¬ 
struct upon a given straight line 
two collinear ranges having A and 
A' for a pair of corresponding points, and a single self-corre¬ 
sponding point at M (Fig., 66), we should proceed as follows. Take 
any point S',' and draw any straight line u x through M ; project A' 



Fig. 04. 



Fig. 65. Fig. 06. 


from S' on u x ; join the point A x so foiled to A, and let AA X meet 
S'M in S. Then to find the point on u which corresponds to any 
point B on u, project B from S into B x , and then B x from S' into 
B' ; this last is the point required * 

If the two pencils U, V (Art. 84, right) are concentric, i. e. if the 
six rays aa'bb'cc' pass all through one poipt, we fii^t cut a'b'c' by , 
a transversal and then project the points of intersection from an 
arbitrary centre U x . If a x bjp x are the projecting rays, we have then 
only to consider the non-concentric pencils V and tJ x =(aib x c x ). Or 
we may cut abc by a transversal in 0 1jie points ABC, and a'b'c' by 
another transversal in A'B'C', a*.d then proceed with the two ranges 
ABC..., A'B'C'... in the manner explained above. 

The figures corresponding to these constructions arc not given; 
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the student is left to draw them for himself. He will see that in 
these cases also the constructions admit of considerable simplification 
if, among the given rays, there be one which is self-corresponding; if, 
for example, a and a' coalesce and form a single ray, &c. 

91. Consider two projective (homographic) plane figures ir and ir' ; 
as has already been seen (Art. 40), any two corresponding straight 
lines are the bases of two projective ranges, and any‘two corre¬ 
sponding points are the centres of two projective pencils. 

If the two figures have three self-corresponding*points lying in a 
straight line, this straight line s will correspond to itself; for it wjll 
contain two projective ranges which have three self-corresponding 
points, and every point of the straight line s will therefore (Art. 82) 
be a self-corresponding point. Consequently every pair of corre¬ 
sponding straight lines of ir and ir will meet in some point on s, and 
therefore the two figures are in perspective (or in homology in the 
case where they are coplanar). 

92! If two projective plane figures which are coplanar hive three 
self-corresponding rays all meeting in a point 0, this point will bo 
the centre_of two corresponding (and therefore projective) pencils 
winch have three self-corresponding rays ; therefore (Art. 82) every 
ray through 0 will be a self-corresponding one. Hence it follows 
that every pair of corresponding points will be collinear with 0 • 
therefore the two figures are in homology. 

93. If two ‘projective plane figures which are coplanar have four 
self-corresponding points A, B,G , D, no three of which are collinear, 
then will evefy point coincide with its correspondent. 

For the straight lines AB, AG, AD, BG, BD, GD are all self- 
corresponding ; therefore the points of intersection of AB and CD, 
AG and BD, BG and AD, i.e. the diagonal points of the quadrangle 
ABCD, are all self-corresponding. Since*tho three points A , B, and 
[AB) (CD) are self-corresponding, every point .on the straight line 
AB coincides with its correspondent; and the same may be proved 
true for the other five sides of the quadrangle. If now a straight line 
be drawn arbitrarily in the plane, there will be six points on it which 
are self-corresponding, those namely in which it is cut by the six 
sides of the quadrangle ; and therefore every point on the straight 
lino is a self-corresponding one ; which proves the proposition. 

In a similar k manner it may be shown that if two coplanar pro¬ 
jective figures have four self-corresponding straight lines a, b, c, d, 
forming a complete quadrilateral (£et such that no three of them are con¬ 
current), then every straight line will coincide with its correspondent. 

94. Theorem. Two •plane quadrangles ABGD , A'B'C’D’ are 
always projective. 

(1). Suppose the two quadrangles to lie in different planes ir,i t. 
Join A A’, and on it take an arbitrary point S (different from A'), and 
through A draw an arbitrary '‘plane ir* (distinct from ir); then from 
S as centre project A', B‘, C', D’ upon w" Und let A", B", G", D" 
be their respective projections (A" therefore coinciding with A). 

In the plane ir join AB , GD, and let them meet in E ; so too in 
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the plane ir" join A"B", CD", and let these meet in E". The 
straight lines ABE , A"B"E" lie in one plane since they meet each 
other in the point A==A"; therefore BB" and EE" will meet one 
another in some point S L . 

Now let a new plane ir "' (distinct from v) be drawn through the 
straight line ABE, and let the points A", B", C", D", E" he pro¬ 
jected fronf S x as centre upon ir'". Let A"', B”‘, C", D'", E"' be 
their respective projections, where A'", B"', E'" are collinear and 
coincide with A ,*B , E respectively, and C"', D"', E"' are collinear 
also, since their correspondents C", D", E" are collinear. The straight 
lines CDE, C'"D"'E' n lie in one plane since they meet each other 
in the point E=E"' ; therefore CC'" and DD"' will meet one 
another in some point S 2 . If now the points A'", B"', C", D"' be 
projected from as centre upon the plane ir, their projections will 
evidently be A, B, G , D. 

The quadrangle ABCD may therefore be derived from the quad¬ 
rangle AW CD' by first projecting the latter from S as centre Upon 
the plane ir", then projecting the # new quadrangle so formed in the 
plane ir" from S 1 upon ir'", and lastly projecting the quadrangle so 
formed in the plane ir"' from S 9 upon ir ; that is to say, by means 
of three projections and three sections*. 

(2) . The cage of two quadrangles lying in the same plane reduces 

to the preceding one, if wo begin by projecting one of the quadrangles 
upon another plane. , 

(3) . If the two quadrangles (lying in different planes) have a pair 

of their vertices coincident, say D and D', then two projections will 
suffice to enable us to pass from the one to the other; or, what 
amounts to the same thing, a third quadrangle can be constructed 
which is in perspective with each of the given ones ABCD, 
A'B'CD'. « 

For let there be drawn through D two straight lines s and s', one 
in each of the planes ; let s cut the sides of the triangle ABC in 
L,M,N respectively, and let s' cut the sides of the triangle A'B'C 
in L', M', N' respectively. Then in the plane ss' the straight lines 
LL', MM', NN' will form a triangle which is in perspective at once 
with ABC and with A'B'C'. 

(4) . If the quadrangles (still supposed to lie in different planes) 
have two pairs of their vertices C==C', D=D' coiifcident, then if 
the straight lines AA', BB' meet one another the quadrangles will be 
directly in perspective, the point of intersection 0 of AA' and BB' 
being the centre of projection ; so that we can pass at once from the 
one quadrangle to the other by one projection from ©. If AA', BB' 
are not in the same plane, so that they do not meet one another, t^ien 
through CD let an arbitrary plane ir" be drawn, and in it let the 
straight line be drawn which ipeets AB and A'B'. If in this straight 
line two arbitrary points A", B" be taken, then A"B"C"D" will be 

* Grassmann, Die stereometrischen Qieichurujen dritten Grades und die dadurch 
ereeugten Oberfldchen Crelle’s Journal, vol. 49. § 4 (Berlin, 1855). 
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a quadrangle which is in perspective at once with ABfcD and with 
A'B'C'D'. 

95. From the theorem just proved it follows that two projective 
plane figures ir and ir' can be constructed when wo are given two 
corresponding quadrangles ABCD, A'B'C'D' ; for the operations 
(projections and sections) which serve to derive A'B'C'D' from 
ABCD will lead from any point or straight line whatever of ir to 
the corresponding point or straight line of ir '; and vice versa. 

Or, again, it may bo supposed that two corresponding quadri¬ 
laterals arc given. For if in these two corresponding pairs of opposite 
vertices be taken, wc have thus two corresponding quadrangles ; 
and the operations (projections and sections) which enable us to 
derive one of these quadrangles from the other will also derive the 
one quadrilateral from the other. ' 

96. Two plene figures may also be made projective in another 
manner; leaving out of consideration the relative position of the 
planes in which they lie, we.-may operate on each of the figures 
separately*. Suppose that we ate given, as corresponding to one 
another, two complete quadrilaterals abed , a'b'c'd'. Wc begin by 
constructing, on each pair of corresponding sides, such as a and a', 
the projective ranges which arc determined by the three pairs of 
corresponding points ab and ab\ ac and a'c', ad and a'd'. This 
done, to every point of any of the four straight lines a,b,c,d will 
correspond a determinate point of the corresponding line in the 
other figure. 

*■ (i). .Nowdet in the first* figure a transversal m be drawn to cut 
a,b , c ,d in A ,B ,C , D respectively ; then the points A', B' t C, D' 
which correspond to these in the second figure will in like manner lie 
on a straight line m'. 

For, considering the triangle abc , cut by the transversals d and m, 
the product of the three anharmonic ratios 

a ( bedm) , b ( cadm ), c ( abdm) ‘ 

is equal to +1 (Art. 140) ; but these anharmonic ratios are equal 
respectively to tlie following : 


1 

1 


a\b'c'd'). 


A' ], { b'{cWd') .B'\, {c\a'b'd '). C '}, 


so that the product of these last three is also equal to +1. And 
therefore, since the points a'd', b'd', c'd' are collinear, the points 
A', B’, C are also collinear (Art. 140). 

By considering in the same manner the triangle abd, cut by the 
transversals c and m, it can be shown that A', B', D' are eolk’near ; 
it follows then that the four points A', B', C, D' all lie on the same 
straight line m, the correspondent of m. 

This proof holds good also when r>i passes through one of the 
vertices of the quadrilateral abed ; if for example wt pass through 
cd, the anharmonic ratios c(ahdm), d(abcm) will each be equal to +1 ; 
the reasoning, however, remains unaltered. t 


* Statjijt, Qeom. der Lage, Art. 130. 
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Thus every pair of corresponding vertices of the quadrilaterals 
abed , a'b'e'd' (for example cd and c'd') become the centres of two 
projective pencils, in which to c,d, (cd)(ab) correspond c', d\ (c'd')(a'b') 
respectively, and to any ray cutting a , b in two points P , Q corre¬ 
sponds a ray cutting ab' in the two corresponding points P', Q'. 

(2) . The two ranges ABCD , A'B'CD’ in which the sides of the 
quadrilatcAIs-uhcd, a'b'e'd' are respectively cut by two corresponding 
straight lines m , m' are projective. 

For, considering the triangle ban, cut by the transversals a and d, 
tlie product of the anharmonic ratios of the three ranges 

be , B , ha , bd 
C , cb , ca , cd 
B C , A , D 

is equal to +1. And considering in like manner in the other plane 
the triangle b'c'in', cut by the trrnsversals a' and d*, the product of 
the anharmonic ratios of the three ranges 

b'c', B' pb'a', b'd' 

O' , c'b' , c'a ', cfd' 

B' , C , A' , I)' 

is also equal to +1. But the range in which b is cut by the pencil 
cinad is equiiyiharmonic With the range in which b' is cut by the 
pencil c'm'a'd '; i.e. the ranges 

be , B , ha r, bd 
b'c! , B ', b'a ', b'd' 

arc equianhaimonie ; and for a similar reason the ranges 

C , cb , ca , cd 
C', c'b', c'a ', c'd' 

arc equianharmonic. Therefore the rdnges 

B ,0 , A ,D 
B' ,C , A ', D' 

will be equianharmonic and therefore projective ; whence it follows 
that the projective ranges in and in' are determined by means of 
the pairs of corresponding points lying on a and a', on b and b', and 
on c and c '. 

(3) . If the straight line m turn round a fixed poiat M, then in 
also will revolve round a fixed point. 

For by hypothesis the points A and B, in which m cuts a and 6, 
describe two ranges in perspective whose self-corresponding point is 
ah. Similarly the points A', B' describe two ranges, which, being 
respectively projective with the ranges ona,&, are projective with 
one another; and these arc further seen to be in perspective, 
since they have a self-corresponding point a'b'. Consequently 
the straight line ni' will always pass through a fixed point Al', the 
correspondent of M; and will iherefore trace out a pencil. The 
pencils generated by m and in' arc projective, since the ranges 
areTprojective in which they are cut by a pair of corresponding 

1514 a 
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sides of the quadrilaterals, e.g. by a and a'. To the rays of the 
pencil M which pass respectively through the vertices ab , ac , ad , 
be ,bd,cd of the quadrilateral abed correspond the rays of the pencil 
M' which pass respectively through the vertices a'b', a’c', a'd', b'c', 
b'd', c'd' of the quadrilateral a'b'c'd'. 

This reasoning holds good also when the point M, round which 
m turns, lies upon one of the sides of the quadrilateral, on c for 
example; because we still obtain two ranges in perspective upon 
two of the other sides. Since c is now a ray of f the pencil M, e' 
will be the corresponding ray of the pencil M' ; that is to say, ' 
will lie on c!. If M be taken at one of the vertices, as cd, then 
M' will coincide with c'd', &c. 

(4). Now suppose the pencil M to be cut by a transversal n, and 
the pencil M' to be cut by the corresponding straight line n'. While 
the point nnAb'scribes the range n, the corresponding point m'n' 
will describe the range n' ; and these two ranges will be projective 
since' they are sections of two" projective pencils. When the point 
mn falls on one of the sides of the quadrilateral abed, the point m'n' 
will fall on the corresponding side of the quadrilateral a'b'c'd' ; 
therefore the two projective ranges are the same as those which it 
has already been shown may be obtained by starting from the pairs 
of corresponding points on a and a', b aiid b', c and o'. 

In this manner the two planes become related to one another in 
such a way that there corresponds uniquely to every point in the one 
a point in the other, to every straight line a straight line, to every 
range a projective range, to every pencil a projective pencil. The 
two figures thus obtained arc the same as those which can be obtained, 
as explained above (Art. 9,5) by means of successive projections and 
sections, so arranged as to lead from the quadrilateral abed to the 
quadrilateral a'b'c'd'. For the two figures tt' derived from rr by 
means of these two processes have four self-corresponding straight 
lines a', b', c', d' forming a quadrilateral, and therefore (Art. 93) 
every clement (point or straight line) of the one must coincide with 
the corresponding element in the other; i. e. the two figures must 
be identical. 

97. Theorem. Any two 'projective plane figures {the straight lines 
at infinity in which are neft corresponding lines) can be superposed one 
upon the other so as to become homological. 

Let i , j’ be the vanishing lines of the two figures— i.e. the 
straight lines in each which correspond respectively to the straight 
line at infinity in the other. In the first place let one of the figures 
be superposed "upon the'other in such a manner that i and j' may be 
parallel to one another. Since to any point M on i corresponds a 
point at infinity in the second figure, to the pencil of straight lines 
in the first figure which meet in M corresponds in the second figure 
a pencil of parallel rays. Through M draw the straight line m 
parallel to these rays ; then m will oe parallel to its correspondent m'. 
Similarly let a second point N be taken on i and through N let the 
straight line n be draw'll which is parallel to its correspondent n' ; 
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let m and n meet in S, and m' and n' in S'. If through S a straight 
line 2 be drawn parallel to i, its correspondent V will pass through S' 
and will also be parallel to i, since the point at infinity on i corre¬ 
sponds to itself. The corresponding pencils S and S' are therefore 
such that three rays 2, m , n of the one are severally parallel to the 
three corresponding rays V , m n' of the other; and consequently 
(see below, Art. 104) the two pencils are equal. Now let one of the 
planes be made to slide upon the other, without rotation, until S' 
comes into coincidence with S ; then the two pencils will become con¬ 
centric ; and since they arc equal, every ray of the one will coincide 
with the ray corresponding to it in the other. This being the case, 
every pair of corresponding points will be collinear with S, and the 
two figures will be homological, S being the centre of homology. 

98. Suppose that in a plane ir is given a quadrangle A BCD, and 
in a second plane it a quadrilateral a'b'c'd'. By mp^ns of construc¬ 
tions analogous to those explained in Arts. 94 96, the points and 
straight lines of the one plane can|»e put into unique correspondence 
with those of the other, so that to any range in the first plane corre¬ 
sponds in the second plane a pencil projective with the said range, 
and to any pencil in the first plane corresponds in the second plane 
a range projective with the said pencil. Two plane figures related 
to one another in this manner arc called correlative or reciprocal. 
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PARTICULAR CASES AND EXERCI3ES 

99. Two ranges arc said to be similar, when to the points 
A , B , G , D ,... of the one correspond the points A', B', 
G', D ',... of the other, in such a way that the ratio of any 
two corresponding segments AB and A'B', AG and A'C ',... 
is a constant .% 

If this constant is unity, the ranges are said to be equal. 

Tivo similar ranges qre projective, every anharmonic ratio 
such as {ABGD) being equal to the corresponding ratio 

{A'B'C'D'). For suppose the 
bases of the two ranges to lie 
in the same plalie (Fig. 67) 
and let their point of inter¬ 
section be denoted by P' 
when considered as a point 
belonging to u' and by Q 
when considered as a point 
belonging to u. Let A , A' 
be any pair of corresponding points; P that point of u 
which corresponds to P', and Q' that point of v! which corre¬ 
sponds to Q. Draw A A" parallel to u', and A'A" parallel to u. 

The triangles PQQ', PA A" have the angles at Q and A 
equal and the sides about these equal angles proportionals, 
since by hypothesis ' 

PQ/P'Q' -PA/P'A' =PA/AA". 

Therefore the triangles are similar, and the angles QPQ' and 
APA " are equal; and consequently the points P, Q', A" are 
collinear. If 1 then th& range ABG ... be projected upon PQ', 
by straight lines drawn parallel to u', we shall obtain the 
range A" B" C "...; and from this last, by projecting it upon 
u' by straight lines drawrf •parallel to u, tho range A' B' C '... 
may be derived. 

If PQ=P'Q' } i.e. t if the straight line PQ' makes equal 
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angles with the bases of the given ranges, the ranges are 
equal. 

To the point at infinity of u corresponds the point at 
infinity of u'. 

100. Conversely, if the points at infinity I and I' of two 
projective*ranges u and- u f correspond to each other, the ranges 
will be similar. For if (Fig. 07) u be projected from and u' 
from I (as in Af’t. 85, left), two pencils of parallel rays will be 
formed, corresponding pairs of which intersect upon a fixed 
straight line u". The segments A” B" of u" will be propor¬ 
tional to the segments AB of u and also to the segments 
A' B' of vf ; consequently the segments AB of u will be 
proportional to the segments A'B' of u'. 

Otherwise : if AA ', BB f , CC' are three pairs of corre¬ 
sponding points, and /, I' tko points at infinity, we have 
(by Art. 73) ( ABOI ) = ( A’B'C'I' ); or (by Art. 64), since 
/ and V are infinitely distant, AC/BC ^A'C'/B'C', an 
equation which shows that corresponding segments arc 
proportional to one another. 

Examples. If a flat pencil whose Centro lies at a finite distance 
be cut by two parallel straight lines, two similar ranges of points 
will be obtained. 

Any two sections of a flat pencil composed of parallel rays are 
similar ranges. 

In these two examples tins ranges aye not only projective, but also 
in perspective : in the first case the self-corresponding point lies at 
infinity ; in the second case it lies (in general) at a finite distance. 

101. T wo flat pencils, whose centres lie at infinity, are 
projective and are called similar , when a section of the one 
is similar to a section of the other. When this is the case any 
other twp sections of the pencils will also be similar to one 
another. 

102. From the equality of # the anharmonic ratios we con¬ 

clude that two equal ranges are projective (Art. 79), and that 
conversely two projective ranges are^cqual (Art. 73), when 
the corresponding segments which are bounded by the 
points of two corresponding triads ABC and A'B'G' arc 
equal; i.e. when A'B' = AB, A' O' = AO, (and consequently 
B'G' = BO). • * 

Examples. If a flat pencil consisting of parallel rays be cut by 
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f 

two transversals which are equally inclined to the direction of the 
rays, two directly equal ranges of points will be obtained *. 

If a flat pencil of non-parallel rays be cut by two transversals 
which arc parallel to one another, and equidistant from the centre 
of the pencil, two oppositely equal ranges will be obtained *. 

103. Two similar ranges which lie on the same base, and which 
have one self-corresponding point N at infinity, have also a second 
such point M, which is in general at a finite distance. If AA', BB' 
are two pairs of corresponding points, c 

MA : MA' =AB: A'B' — a constant. 

M 

To find M therefore it is only necessary to divide the segment A A' 
into two parts MA , MA' which bear to one another a given ratio. 

This ratio MA : MA' is equal (Art. *04) to the anharmonic ratio 
( AA'MN ). If its value is — 1, the points AA'MN are harmonic 
(Art. 68), i.e. iMs the middle point of A A', and similarly also that 
of ev-ery other corresponding segment BB', ...; in other words, the 
two ranges, which in this case are oppositely equal, are composed of 
pairs of points which lie On opposite sides of a fixed point M, and 
at equal distances from it. 

But if the constant ratio is equal to + 1, i.e. if MA and MA' are 
equal in sign and magnitude, the point M will lie at infinity. For 
since {AA'M A r ) = l, .\ {NMA'A) = 1 (Art. 45); consequently the 
points M and N coincide. 

It follows also from the construction of Art. 90 (Fig. 66) that two 

range# on the same base, which have 
a simile self-corresponding point lying 
at infinity, arc directly equal. 

For if in Fig. 66 the point M 
1 , 110 vc off to infinity, the straight lines 
88' aud a x B x become parallel to the 
given straight line u or u' on which 
the ranges lie (Fig. 68), and as 
the triangles 8A X B X and 8'A X B X lie 
upon the same base and between the 
same parallels, the segments which they 
intercept upon any parallel to the base are equal; thus AB—A'B', 
or two corresponding segments are equal ; consequently AA'=BB', 
i. e. the segment bounded by a pair of corresponding points is of constant 
length. We may therefore suppose the two ranges to have been 
generated by a segment given in sign and magnitude, which moves 
along a given straight line ; the one extremity A of the segment 
describes the one range, and the other extremity A' describes the 
other range. 

Conversely it is evident that if a segment A A', given in sign and 

< 

* Imagine a moving point P to trnfec out a rango ABC ... and its correspondent 
V to trace out simultaneously the equal range A'B'C.... Then if P and P' 
move in the same direction, the Wo ranges are said to bo directly equal; if P 
and P* move in opposite directions, the ranges are said to be oppositely equal. 
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magnitude, slide along a given straight line, its extremities A and A' 
will describe two directly equal (and consequently projective) ranges, 
which have a single self-corresponding point, lying at an infinite 
distance. 

104. Two flat pencils are said to be equal when to the 
elements .of the one correspond the elements of the other in 
such a way that the angle included between any two rays 
of the first pen-sil is equal in sign and magnitude to the angle 
included between the two corresponding rays of the second. 

It is evident that two such pencils can always be cut by 
two transversals in such a way that the resulting ranges are 
equal; but two equal raftiges are always projective ; there¬ 
fore also two equal flat 'pencils are always proyplive. 

Conversely, two protective flat pencils abed ... and a'b'c’d '... 
will be equal if three rays abegf the one make with each other 
angles which are equal respectively to those which the three 
corresponding rays make with each other. 

This theorem may be proved by cutting the two 
pencils by two transversals in such a way that the sections 
ABC and A'B'C' of the groups of rays abc and a'b'c' may 
be equal. The projective ranges so formed will be equal 
(Art. 102); consequently also the other corresponding angles 
ad and a'd', ... of the given pencils must be equal to one 
another. 

105. Since two equaj forms (ranges or flat pencils) are 
always projective with one another, it follows that if a range 
or a flat pencil be placed in a different position in space, 
without altering the relative position of its elements, the 
form in its new position will be projective with regard to the 
same form in its original position. 

106. Consider two equal pencils jibed ... and a'b'c'd'... in 
the same plane or in parallel planes ; and Suppose a ray 
of the one pencil to revolve about the centre and to describe 
the pencil; then the corresponding ray of the other pencil 
will describe that other pencil, by revolving about its centre. 
This revolution may take place in the same direction as 
that of the first ray, or it may be in the opposite direction ; 
in the first case the pencils are spid to be directly equal, and 
in the second case to be oppositely equal to one another. 

In the first case the angles aa\ bb', cc', ... are evidently all 
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equal, in sign as well as in magnitude ; consequently a pair 
of corresponding rays are either always parallel or never 
parallel. 

In the second case two corresponding angles arc equal in 
magnitude, but of opposite signs. If then one of the pencils 
be shifted parallel to itself until its centre coincides with 
that of the other pencil, the two pencils, now concentric, will 
still be projective (Art. 105) and will evidently have a pair of 
corresponding rays united in each of the bisectors (internal 
and external) of the angle included between two correspond¬ 
ing rays a and a'. It follows that these rays are also the 
bisectors of the_ angle included between any other pair of 
correspondin£\j’ays. If the first pencil be now replaced in its 
original .position, so that the two pencils are no longer con¬ 
centric, we see that there are in each 'pencil two rays, each of 
which is ’parallel to its correspondent in the other pencil; and 
these two rays are at right angles to each other , since they are 
parallel to the bisectors of the angle between any pair of 
corresponding rays. * 

107. If two flat pencils ([bed ... and a'l/c’d '... are protective, 
and if the angles aa', bb', ccf included by three pairs of corre¬ 
sponding rays are equal in magnitude and of the same sign, 
then the angle dd' included by any other pair of corresponding 
rays will have the same sign and magnitude. 

For if we shift the first pencil parallel to itself until it 
becomes concentric with the second, and then turn it about 
the common centre through the angle aa', the rays a , b, c will 
coincide with the rays a', b', c' respectively. The two pencils, 
which are still projective (Art. 105), have then three self- 
corresponding rays ; consequently (Art. 82) every other ray 
will coincide # >vith its correspondent. Tf now ihe first pencil 
be moved back into its original position, the angle dd' will 
be equal to aa'. ■ , 

108. As the angles aa', bb', cc', ... of two directly equal 
pencils art; equal to One another, such pencils, when con¬ 
centric and lying in the same plane, may be generated by 
the rotation of a constant angle aa' round its vertex O, 
supposed fixed; the one 'arm a traces out the one pencil, 
while the other arm a' traces out the other pencil. 

Conversely, if an angle of constant magnitude turn round 
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its vertex, its arms will trace out two (directly) equal and 
therefore projective pencils. Evidently these pencils have 
no self-corresponding rays. 

A transversal cutting these two pencils determines on 
itself two collinear ranges having no self-corresponding 
points. • 

What has been, said in Arts. 104-108 with respect to two pencils 
in a plane might be repeated without any alteration for the case of 
two axial pencils in space. 

109. (1). L et ABC... , A'B'C'. . be two projective ranges lying 
upon the same base, and let them, by means of the pencils aba..., 
a'b'c'..., buprojected from different points U, U'. Let i ,j' be thos** 
rays passing through V, U' respectively, which are parallel to the 
given base, and let i', j be the rays corresponding* to them. The 
points J in which these last two rays cut the given base, will-then 
be those points which correspond £o the point at infinity (Z or J’) of 
the base, according as that point is regarded as belonging to the 
range ABC... or to the range A'B’C... . 

The fact that the two corresponding groups of points are pro- 
jectively related gives an equation between the anharmonic ratios, 
from which we deduce (as in Art. 74) 

JA.FA'=JB.FB' = a constant; . . . . (1) 
i.e. the product JA.FA' is constant for every pair of points A, A'. 

Let 0 be the middle point of the segment JF, and O' tlm point 
corresponding to 0 regarded as a point belonging to the first range. 

Hincc the equation (1) holds for every pair of corresponding points, 
and therefore also for 0 and O', we have 

jn.i'A'=fo.ro' .(a) 

or (OA - OJ) (OA' - 01') + 0.1 (00' - or) - 0 ; 

or since OF = — OJ, 

OA.OA'-Ol'(OA-OA’ + OO ’)^0 .(3) 

Let us now enquire whether there arc in this case any self- 
corresponding points. If such a point exist, let it be denoted by E ; 
th'ni replacing both A and A’ in (3) by E, we have 

* OFA^OF.OO'. (1) 

We conclude that when OF . 00' is positive, i.e. when O does not 
lie between F and O', there are two self-corresponding points E and 
F, lying at equal distances on opposite sides of O, and dividing the 
segment Z'O' harmonically (Art. G9). • • 

When O lies between F and O', there are no such points. \ 

When 0' coincides with 6’, there is only one such point, viz. the 
point 0 itself. 

(2). Imagine each of the given rang&s to be generated by a point 
moving always in one direction *. If the one range is described in 

* Steiner, loc. cit., p. 61, § 16, II. Collected .Works, vol. i. p. 280. 





90 


PARTICULAR CASES AND EXERCISES 


[109 


the order ABC , the other range will be described in the order A'B'C'; 
this order may be the same as the first, or may be opposite to it. 

If the order of ABC is opposite to that of A’B'C', the same will be 
the ease with regard to the order of IJA and that of I'J'A and 
again with regard to the finite segment JA and the infinite segment 
J'A '; i.e. the finite segments JA and 1'A' have the same sign. In 
consequence therefore of equation (2), JO and VO' have the same 
sign ; so that 0 does not fall between l' and O' (Fig. 69 a) ; there 
are therefore two self-corresponding points. And,these will lie out¬ 
side the finite segment Jl', since OE is a mean proportional between 
OV and 00'. 

If the order of ABC is the same as that of A'B'C, we arrive in 

a similar manner at the con¬ 
clusion that JA and VA', 
and again JO and I'O', have 
opposite signs. In this case 
then, self-corresponcUngpoints 
Fig. 09. ♦> exist if O does not lie be¬ 



tween V and O '; that is, if 
O' lies between 0 and L' (Fig. 69 b). And these will lie within the 
segment Jl', since OE is a mean proportional between 01' and 00'. 

(3). Suppose that there are two self-corresponding points E and 
F (Fig. 70) ; draw through E any straight line, on \fhich take two 



points 8 , S'; and project one 
of the ranges from S and the 
other from S'. The two pencils 
which result are in perspective, 
since they have a self-corre¬ 
sponding ray SES'\ accordingly 
tli 4 corresponding rays SA and 
S'A', SB and S'B', ...SF and 
S'F' will intersect in points 


Fig. 70. lying on a straight line u" 

which passes through F. 

Let E" be the point where this straight line u" meets SS'. Then 


EFAA' and EFBB' arc the projections of EE"SS' from the centres 


A" and B" respectively ; therefore EFAA' and EFBB' are projective 
with one another ; thus the anharmonie ratio of the system con¬ 
sisting of any two corresponding points together with the two 


self-corresponding points is constant. 

In other words : two 'projective forms which are superposed one upon 
the other, and which havq two self-corresponding elements, are composed 
of pairs of dements which (jive with two fixed ones a constant anhar¬ 
monie ratio *. r 


(4). Next suppose that there arc no self-corresponding points ; so 
that O lies between O' and Z' J(Fig. 71). Draw from 0 a straight line 


* The above construction gives the solution of the problem : Given two pairs 
A , A and B, B' of corresponding points, and one of the self-corresponding points 
E, to find the other sclf-coircsponding point. 
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OU at right angles to the given base and make OU the geometric 
mean between TO and 00' ; thus TUO' will be a right angle. 

Again, draw through U the straight line 1UJ' parallel to the given 
base; then the angle IVT will be equal to JUJ', and the angle 
0U0' will be equal to OI'U and 
therefore to 1UT. Thus in the 
two projective pencils which pro¬ 
ject the two given ranges from U, 
the angles I UP, JUJ', 0U0' 
included by three pairs of corre¬ 
sponding rays arc all equal; con¬ 
sequently (Art. 107) the angles 
AUA', BUB', ... are also all equal 
to them and to one another, and are all measured in the samedirec tion *. 

Thus : two collinear ranges which have no self-corresponding points 
can always be regarded as gmerctied by the intersection of their base 
line with the arms of an angle of constant magnitude which revrflves, 
always in the same direction , aboufits vertex. 

110. We have seen (Art. 84) the general solution of the problem : 
Given three pairs of corresponding elements of two projective one¬ 
dimensional forms, to construct any desired number of pairs ; or, in 
other words, to construct the element of the one form which coitc- 
sponds to a given element of the other. The solution of the following 
particular cases is left as an exercise to the student: 

1. Suppose the two forms to be two ranges u and u' which lie on 
different bases ; and let the given pairs of elements be ’ 

(a) P and P', Q and </f, A and A' ; 

(b) P and P', A and A', B and B' ; 

(e) I and T, J and J', P and P' ; 

(d) 1 and Tf J and 3', A and A' ; 

(e) 7 and T, P and P', Q and Q '; 

(f) '/and/', PandP', A and A' ; 

(g) / and /', A and A', B and B'. 

2. Solve problems (d) and (g), supposing the ranges to be collinear. 

3. Solve the problems correlative to (a) and (b) when the two given 
forms are two non-concentric pencils. 

4. Suppose one of the pencils to have i/s centre at«infinity. 

5. Suppose both the pencils to have their centres at infinity. 

111. He may also prove for himself the following proposition : 

If the three vertices A , A', A" of a variable triangle slide respectively 

on three fixed straight lines u, u', u" which meet in a point, while two 
of its sides A'A", A"A turn respectively round two fixed points 0 and 
O', then mil also the third side AA' always pass through a fixed point 
0", collinear with 0 and O'. 

It is only necessary to sliow*that thq, points A , A', A" in moving 

* Chaslbs, foe. cit., p. 11S. * 

t P, P', Q, O', I, V, J, J* have the same meaning as in Art. 84 ; A, B,... 
are any given points. 
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Fig. 72. 


describe three ranges which are two and two in perspective. Or the 
theorem of Art. 16 may be applied to two positions of the variable 
triangle. 

This proposition proved, the following corollary may be at once 
deduced: 

~j w.-y-vw . .. ~ , A', A", A!" of a variable quadrangle slide 

respectively upon four fixed straight lines 
which all pass through the same point 0 , 
while three of its sides A A', A'A", A" A’" 
turn respectively round three fixed points 
O', B'" f B\ then will the fourth side 
A"'A and the diagonals AA", A'A'" 
pass respectively through three other fixed 
points G"*) C", B", which are deter¬ 
mined by the three former ones. The six 
fixed points are the vertices of a complete 
quadrilateral , i.e. they lie three by three 
on four straight lines (Fig. 72). 

In a similar manner may be deduced 
the analogous corollary relating to a polygon of n vertices. 

112. Theorem. If a triangle 0 X 0 2 () 3 circumscribes another triangle 
U X U 2 TJ 3 , there exist an infinite number of triangles each of which is 
circumscribed about the former and inscribed in the latter (Fig. 73). 

The two pencils 

0 2 (U X , u 2 , r/ 3 ...) and 0 3 (U x , U 2 , U 3 ... ) 
obtained by projecting the range U 2 U 3 ... from O a and from 0 3 , are 
evidently in perspective. Similarly the pencils 

^2> ^3 ■••) and 0 3 (U V U 2 , U 3 ...) 
obtained by projecting the range U x l\... from O x and from 0 3 , are 
in perspective. Therefore the pencils 

O x (U x , U 2 , U 3 ...) and 0 2 (U X , U 2 ,"U 3 ...) 
are projeetive (Art. 41) ; but the rays 0 X U 3 and 0 2 U 3 coincide ; 
therefore (Art. 62) the pencils arc in perspective, and their eorre- 
n sponding rays intersect in pairs on U X U 2 . 

There are then three pencils O x , 0 2 , 0 3 , 
which are two aAd two in perspective ; 
corresponding rays of the first and 
second, second and third, third and first, 
intersecting in pairs on the straight lines 
U X U 2 , U 2 U 3 , U 3 U X respectively. This 
shows that every triad of corresponding 
rays vyill form a triangle which is cir¬ 
cumscribed about the triangle 0 x 0 2 0 3i 
and inscribed in the triangle U X U 2 U 3 *. 
113. Theorem. A variable straiqht 


o 



re turning about a fixed point if cuts two'fixed straight lines u and 
* Steiner, he. cil., p.»85. § 23, II. Collected Works, vol. i. p. 297. 



115] 


PARTICULAR CASES AND EXERCISES 


93 


u' in A and A ' respectively; if S , S' are two fixed points collinear 
with mm', and SA , S’A' he joined, the locus of their point of inter¬ 
section M will he a straight line * * * § . 

To prove this, we observe that the points A and A' trace out 
two ranges in perspective with one another, and that consequently 
the pencils generated by the moving rays SA , S'A' are in perspective 
(Arts. 41, 80). 

The demonstration of the correlative theorem is proposed as an 
exercise to the student. 

114. Theorem. U, S , S' are three collinear points; a transversal 
turning about U cuts two fixed straight lines u and u' in A and A' 
respectively ; if SA , S'A' he joined, their point of intersection M will 
describe a straight line passing through the point mm' f. 

The proof is analogous to that of the preceding theorem. 

The proposition just stated may also be enunciat'd as follows : 

If the three sides of a variable triangle AA'M turn respectively qbout 
three fixed collinear points U , S , S',‘while two of its vertices A , A' 
slide respectively upon two fixed strfiight lines u , u', then mil the third 
vertex M also describe a straight line f. 

In a likd manner may be demonstrated the more general theorem : 

If a variable polygon of n sides displaces itsdf in such a manner that 
each of its sides passes through one of n fixed collinear points, tvhile 
n— 1 of its vertices slide each on one of n— 1 fixed straight lines, then 
will also the remaining vertex, and tto point of intersection of any 
two non-cdnsecutive sides, describe straight lines §. , 

The correlative proposition is indicated in Art. 85. • 

115. Problem. Given a parallelogram ABGD and a point P in its 
plane, to draw through P a parallel to a given straight line EF also 
lying in the plane, making use of the ruler only. 

First Solution. —Let E aid F (Fig* 74) be the points where the 
given straight lino is cut by AB and 
AD respectively. *On AO take any 
point K ; join EK, meeting CD in 
G, and FK, meeting BC in H. 

The triangles AEF , CGH are 
homological (Art. 18), since AC, EG , 

FH meet in the same point K ; and 
the axis of homology is the straight 
line at infinity, since the sides Fig. 74. 

AE , AF of the first triangle •ate 

parallel respectively to the corresponding sides CG, CI1 of the 
second. Therefore also the remaining sides»jKF and @H are parallel 
to one another ||. ' 

* Pappus, he. cit., book VII. props. 123, 139, 141, 143 ; Ciiaslks, loc..cit., 
pp. 241,242. * • 

t Chasi.es, he . cit., p. 242. , 

j This is one of Euclid’s Jtorisms. See Pappus, loc. cit., preface to book VII. 

§ This is one of the porisms of Pappus ; loc. cit., preface to book VII. 

|| Poncelet, Prop, proj., Art. 198. • 
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The problem is thus reduced to one already solved (Art. 86), 
viz. given two parallel straight lines EF and GH, to draw through 
a given point F a parallel to them. 

Second Solution *.—Produce (Fig. 75) the sides AB, BC, CD, DA 

and a diagonal AC of tho 
given parallelogram to meet 
the given straight Une EF in 
E ,F ,G ,H ,1 respectively, and 
join EF , GP. r Through I draw 
any straight line cutting EP f in 
A' and GP in C, and join IIA ', 
FC ; if these meet in Q, then 
willj PQ be the required straight 
line. 

For if B' denote the point 
D' the*point where GP cuts HQ, the 



/o. 


\ 


M 


Fi". 

where EP cuts FQ, and ,_ 

parallelograms A BCD and A'B'C'D' are homological, EF ^>eing the 
axis of homology. The point P ‘corresponds to the point of inter¬ 
section of A B and CD, and the point Q to that of BC and AD; 
therefore PQ corresponds to the line at infinity in the first figure; 
accordingly it is the vanishing line of the second figure, and con¬ 
sequently PQ is parallel to EF (Art. 18).' 

116. Problem. Given a circle and its centre ; to draw a 'perpen¬ 
dicular to a given straight line » making use of the ruler only. 

Draw txv<? diameters AC , BD of the circle (Fig. 76); the figure 
ABCIKs then a rectangle.* Accordingly, if any point K he taken on 
E the circumference, then by means of the last 

“ proposition (Art. 115) a parallel KL can be 

K "■;/ v . , drawn to the given straight line EF. If 
the point L whftc this parallel again meets 
the circumference be joined to the other 
extremity M of the diameter through K, then 
evidently LM will be perpendicular to 
and therefore also to the given straight line. 

117. Problem. Given a segment AC and 
its point of bisection B, to divide BC into 
n ejual parts, making use of the ruler only. 

Construct a* quadrilateral ULDN (Fig. 77) of which one pair of 
opposite sides DL , NU meet in A, the other pair LU , DN in G, and 
of which one diagonal DU passes through B ; the other diagonal LN 
will be parallel to AC (Art. 59), and will be bisected in M by DU. 
Now construct a second quadrilateral VMEO which satisfies the 
same conditions as the first, and which moreover has M for an 
extremity and N for middle point of that diagonal which is parallel 
to AC. To do this it is only necessary to join AM and BN, meeting 
in E, and to join CE; this fast will cut LN produced in a point 0 
such that NO=MN=LM. Now* construct a third quadrilateral 
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Lambebt, Freil Perspective (Zurich, 1774), vol. ii. p. 169. 



119] 


PARTICULAR CASES AND EXERCISES 


05 


analogous to the first two, and having N for an extremity and 
0 for middle point of that diagonal which is parallel to AC. If P 
is the other extremity of this diagonal, then 0P=N0=MN=LM. 



Fig.* 77. 

• ' • • 

Proceed in a similar manner, until flic number of the equal segments 
LM , MN , NO , OP,... is equal to n. 

If PQ is “the segment last obtained, join LB, meeting QC in Z ; 
the straight lines which join Z to the points M , N , 0 , P, ... will 
divide BC into n equal parts *. 

118. The following problems, to be solved by aid of the ruler only, 

arc left as exercises to the student: 9 

Given two parallel straight lines AB and u ; to bisect tjie segment 
AB (Art. 59); 

Given a segment AB and its point of bisection C ; to draw through 
a given point a parallel to AB (Art. 59). 

Given a circle and its centre ; to bisect a given angle (Art. 60). 

Given two adjacent equal 'ffngles AOC, COB ; to draw a straight 
line through 0 at right angles to OC (Art. 60). 

119. Theorem. m If two triangles ABC , A'B'C lying in different 
planes a, a, are in perspective, and if the 
plane of one of them be made to turn round 
a-a, then Vie point 0 in which the rays 
AA', BB', CC meet will change its 
position, and will describe a circle lying in 
a plane perpendicular to the line era' f. 

Let D , E ; F (Fig. 78) be the 
points of the straight line w' in 
which the pairs of corresponding sides 
BC and B'C, CA and C'A', AB and A'B' 
meet respectively (Art. 18). First con¬ 
sider the planes of the triangles to have any given definite position, 
and let 0 be the centre of projection for that position. Through 

* These and othor problems, to be solved by aid of the ruler only, will be found 
in the work of Lambert quoted above. 

f Chasles, loc. cit.. Arts. 368, 369. This propositipn has already been proved 
by a different method in Art. 22. 
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0 draw OG , OH , OK parallel respectively to the sides of the 
triangle A'B'G' ; as these parallels lie in the same plane (parallel to 
o-') they will meet the plane <r in three points G , H , K of the 
line mo-. 

Now suppose the plane a-' together with the triangle A'B'G' 
to turn round the line oV. The range BGDG is in perspective 
with the range B'C'DG' (where G' denotes the point? at infinity 
on B'G') ; therefore the anharmonic ratio (BGDG) is equal to the 
auharmonic ratio (B'G'DG'), i.c. to the simplft ratio B'D'.G'D 
(Art. 64), which is constant. Since then B, G, D are fixed points, 
G must also be a fixed and invariable point (Art. 65). From (he 
similar triangles OBG , B' BD 

OG.B'D : : BG: BD, 

.-. OG=B'D.hG/BD 

i. e. OG is constant. The point 0 therefore moves on a sphere whose 
centre is G and whose radius is the constant value j ust found for OG. 

In a similar manner it may be shown that 0 moves upbn each of 
two other spheres having their centres at II and Ii respectively. 

Since then the point 0 must lie simultaneously on several spheres 
whose centres are coll inear, its locus must be a circle whose plane is 
perpendicular to the line of centres of the spheres, and whose centre 
lies upon this same line. , 

This line G1IK is the line of intersection of the planes ir and a 
and is consequently parallel to an-' (since t? and a-' are parallel 
plain's) ; it is the vanishing line of the figure <r, regarded as the 
perspective image of the figure <r (Art. 13). 

120. Theorem. Two concentric projective pencils lying in the same 
plane, which have no self-corresponding rays, may be regarded as the 
perspective image of two directly equal pencils *. 

bet 0 be the common centre of me two pencils. Cut them by 
a transversal s, thus forming two collinear projective ranges ABO ... 
and A'B'G' ... which have no self-corresponding points. Draw 
through s any plane a ; we can determine in this plane (Art. 109) 
a point II such that the segments AA', BB', CG', ... subtend at 
it a constant angle ; thus if the two ranges be projected from U as 
centre, two directly equal pencils will be obtained. Now let the eye 
be placed at any point rtf the straight line ’Oil, .and let the given 
pencils be projected from this point as centre on to tfie plane a. 
In this way two new pencils will be formed ; and these arc precisely 
the two directly equal pencils mentioned in the enunciation. 

r * Ch vsi.es, loc. cit.. Art. 180. 



CHAPTER XII 



INVOLUTION 

121. Consider two projective flat pencils (Fig. 79) having 
a common centre 0 ; let them be cut in corresponding points 
by the transversals u and u', thus giving two projective 
ranges ABC... and A'B'i 5 "...; and 
let u" be the straight line on which the 
pairs of lipes AB' and A'B, .. (Art. 85, 
left) intersect. Through O dra^v any 
ray (not a self-corresponding ray); it 
will cut w*and u' in two non-corre¬ 
sponding points A and B' and will 
meet u" in a point of the line A'B. 

To the ray OA of the first pencil, corresponds accordingly 
the ray OA' of the second, and to the ray OB' of the second 
pencil corresponds the ray OB of the first. In other words, 
to the ray OA or OB' correspond two different rays OA', 
OB according as the first ray is regarded as belonging to the 
first pencil or to the seconcf. For the line A'B must cut AB' 
on u", and cannot, pass through 0 so long as this point does 
not lie on u*. We see then that 

In two superposed projective forms * (of one dimension) there 
correspond, in general, to any given element two different 
elements, according as the given element is regarded as one 
belonging t% the first or to the second form. • 

We say in general, because in what precedes it has been 
assumed that 0 does not lie upon u". 

122. But in the case where 0 lies upon u " (Fig. 80), if a 
ray be drawn through 0 to cut u and u'*m A and B' respec¬ 
tively, then will also A'B pass through 0 ; in other words, to 


* We say two forms, because tlie reasoning •which wo have made use of in tho 
case of two ooncentric flat pencils may^qually well be applied in the caso of 
two collinear ranges, and of wo axial pencils having a common axis. The samo 
rosult may bo arrived at by cutting tho two flat pencils by a transversal, and by 
projecting them from a point lying outside their plans. 

1514 n 
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the ray OA or OB' corresponds the same ray OA' or OB. 
This property may be expressed by saying that the two 
rays correspond doubly to one another ; or we may say that 
the two rays are conjugate to one another. 

Now suppose, reciprocally, that two concentric projective 
flat pencils have a pair of rays which correspond doubly to 
one another. Out the pencils by two transversals u and u', 
and let A and B' denote the points where these transversals 
intersect one of the given rays ; then A' and B will denote 
the points where they intersect the other given ray. The 
straight line u", the locus of the, points of intersection of 
the pairs of lines such as MN', M'N, formed by joining 
crosswise any two pairs of r corresponding points of the 
ranges u , u' (Art. 85), will pass through 0, since the lines 
AB', A'B meet in that point. If now there be drawn 

through 0 any othe~ ray, cut¬ 
ting the transversals say in C 
and I)', then will C'D also 
pass through 0 , i.e. the rays 
OCD' and ODC also corre¬ 
spond doubly to each other. 
We conclude that 

When two supterposed projec¬ 
tive forms of one dimension are 
such that any one element has the 
same correspondent , to whichever form it be regarded as belong¬ 
ing, then every element possesses this property. 

123. This particular case of two superposed projective 
forms of one dimension is called Involution *. We speak of 
an involution of points, of rays, or of, planes, according as 
the elements are points of a range, rays of a flat pencil, or 
planes of an axial pencil. 

In an involution, then, the elements are conjugate to one 
another in pairs ; ire. each element has its conjugate. To 
whichever of the two forms a given element be considered to 
belong, the element which corresponds to it is the same, viz. 
its conjugate. It follows from, this that it is not necessary 
to regard the two forms as distinct, but that an involution 

* Pesajujues, Jirouillon jnrojd d'une alteinte aux ivenements des rencontres d'un 
cone avec un plan (Paris, 1030): edition Poudka (Paris, 1804), vol. i. p. 110. 
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may be considered as a set of elements which are conjugate 
to one another in pairs. 

When AA\ BB', CC',... are said to form an involution, it 
is to be understood that A and A', B and B', G and C', ... 
are pairs of conjugate elements ; moreover, any element 
and its cohjugate may be interchanged, so that A A' BB' 
CC' ... and A' A B & C ... are projective forms. 

124. Since an involution is only a particular case of two 
superposed .projective forms, every section and every projection 
of an involution gives another involution *. 

Two conjugate element^ of the given involution give rise 
to two conjugate elements of the new involution. It follows 
(Art. 18) that the figure homological with an'involution is 
also an involution. 1 * 

125. When two collinear projective ranges form an involu¬ 
tion, ther§ corresponds to each point (and consequently 
also to the point at infinity / or ./') a single point (/' or J) ; 
i.e. the. two vanishing points coincide in a single point. Let 
this point, the conjugate of the point at infinity, be’denoted 
by O. The equation (1) of Art. 109 then becomes 

OA. OA' = constant. * 

In other words, an involution of points consists of pairs of 
points A, A' which possess the property that the rectangle 
contained by their distances from a fixed point 0, lying on 
the base, is constant f. tfiis point 0 is called the centre of 
the involution. • 

The self-corresponding elements of two forms in involu¬ 
tion are called the double elements of the involution. In the 
% 

case of the involution of points AA', BB',... we have 
OA .OA' = OB .OB' = ... = constant. 

If this constant is positive, i.e. if (3 does not 4ic between 
two conjugate points, there are two double points E and F, 
such that • ' 

OE 2 =OF 2 =OA .OA' = OB.OB' = ... ; 

O therefore lies midway between E and F, and the segment 
EF divides harmonically each’of the segments AA', BB', ... 
(Art. 69. [3]). Accordingly ; 

If an involution has two double elements, these separate 

* Desargues, loc. c it., p. 147. 
t Ibid., pp. 112, 119. 
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harmonically any pair of conjugate elements ; or: An invo¬ 
lution is made up of pairs of elements which are harmonically 
conjugate with regard to two fixed elements. 

If, on tho other hand, the constant is negative, i.e. if 0 
falls between two conjugate points, there are no double 
points. In this case there are two conjugate poiAts situated 
at equal distances from 0 and on opposite, sides of it, such 
that OE - — OE', and 

OE 2 = OE' 2 = -OE.OE'=- OA.OA'. 

If the constant is zero, there is only one double point 0 ; 
but in this ease there is no involution properly so called. 
For since the rectangle OA.OA' vanishes, one out of every 
pair of conjugate points must coincide with 0. 

126.' The proposition that if a’n involution has two double 
elements, these separate harmonically any pair of conjugate 
elements, may also be proved thus : t 

Let E and F be the double elements, A and A' any pair of 
conjugate elements ; since the systems EFAA', EFA'A are 
projective, therefore (Art. 83) each of them is harmonic. 

The following is a third proof. 

Consider EAA'... and EA'A ... as two projective ranges, 
and project them respectively from two points S and S' 
collinear with E (Fig. 81). The projecting pencils S(EAA '...) 

and S'(EA'A ...) are in perspective 
(since they have a self-correspond¬ 
ing ray in SS'E) ; therefore the 
straight line which joins the point 
of intersection of 8A an$ S'A' to 
that of SA' and S'A will contain the 
points of intersection of all pairs 
of corresponding rays, and will con¬ 
sequently meet the common base of the two ranges at the 
second double point F. But from the figure we see that 
we have nojv a complete quadrilateral, one diagonal of which, 
A A', is cut by the other two in E and F ; consequently 
(Art. 56) EFAA' is a harmonic range. 

The proposition itselfis a particular case of that proved 
in Art. 109 (3). From this r we conclude that the pairs of 
elements (points of a range, rays or planes of a pencil) which, 
with two fixed elements, give a constant anharmonic ratio, 



8 ’ 
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form two superposed projective forms, which become an 
involution in the case where the anharmonic ratio has the 
value —1 (Art. G8). 

127. An involution is determined by two pairs of conjugate 
elements. 

For let A, A' and B , B' be the given pairs. If any element 
C be taken, its conjugate is determinate, and can be found 
as in Art. 84, by constructing so that the form A'A B'G' 
shall be projective with AA'BC. Wc then say that the six 
elements A A', BB', GC' are in involution ; i.e. they are three 
pairs of an involution. 

Suppose that the involution with which we have to deal is 
an involution of points. Take any point G (Fig. 82) outside 
the base, and describe circles round GAA' and GBB' y if 
H is the second point in which* these circles meet, join GII, 
and let it cut the base in 0. Since GII A A' lie on a circle, 
e OG.OU = OA.OA'; 

and since GHBB' lie on a circle, 

OG .Oil = OB .OB'; 

.-. OA.OA’ - OBJOB'. 

0 is therefore the centre of the involution determined by the 



pairs of points A , A' and B , K. If any other circle be drawn 
through G and H, and cut the base in C and C\ we have 

OG.OH~OG.OC '• 

.-. OG.OG'~ OA.OA'= OB.OB', 
and G , G' are therefore a pair of conjugate points of the 
involution. In other words, the circle which passes through 
two conjugate points V , C' o9 D , D' and through one of the 
points G , H always passes through the pther. Accordingly ; 
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The pairs of conjugate points of the involution are the points of 
intersection of the base with a series of circles passing through 
the points G and II. 

128. From what precedes it is evident that if the involu¬ 
tion has double points, these will be the points of contact of 
the base with the two circles which can be dratra to pass 
through G and H and to touch the base. It has already been 
seen (Art. 125) that these points are harmonically conjugate 

with regard to A and A', and 
also with regard to B and B'. 
Consequently (Art. 70) the in¬ 
volution has double points when 
one of the pairs A A', BB' lies 
entirely within or entirely without 
the other , i.e. when the segments 
A A' and BB' do not overlap 
(Fig. 82) ; and the involution has 
no double points when one pair is alternate to the other , i.e. 
when the segments AA' and BB' overlap (Fig. 85) *. 

In the first case, the involution (as already seen) consists of 
an infinitd number of pairs of points which arc harmonically 
conjugate with regard 'to a pair of fixed points. 

In the second case, on the other hand, the involution is 

traced out on the base by 
the arms of a right angle 
which ypvolves about its 
vertex. For since (Fig. 
84) the segments AA' and 
BB' overlap, tfie circles 
described on A A' and BB' 
respectively as diameters 
will intersect in two 
points G and H which lie symmetrically with regard to the 
base ; G H being perpendicular to the base, which bisects it 
at O, the cchtre of the involution. It follows that 

OG 2 = Oil 2 = AO. OA' = BO.OB', 

«» * 

and that all other circles passing through G and H and 

# r 

* An involution of the kind which has?double points is often called a hyperbolic 
involution ; one of the kind which has no double points being called an elliptic 
involution. 
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cutting the base in the other pairs CC', DD',... of the involu¬ 
tion will have their centres also on the base, and will have 
CC', DD', ... as diameters. If then wc project any of the 
segments AA', BB', CC', ... from 0 (or H) as centre, we shall 
obtain in each case a right angle AG A', BGB', CGC',... 
(or AHA\ BHB', CHC ',...). 

We conclude that when an involution of points A A', BB',... 
has no double pbints, i.e. when the rectangle OA .OA' is equal 
ta a negative constant —k 2 , each of the segments AA', BB',... 
subtends a right angle at every point on the circumference of 
a circle of radius k, whose centre is at 0 and whose plane is 
perpendicular to the base? of the involution. 

This last proposition is a particular case of that? of Art. 109 (4). 
If then an angle of constant magnitude revolve in its plane about its 
vertex, its arms will determine on*a fixed transversal two projective 
ranges, which are in involution in the case where the angle is a right 
angle. • 

129 . Consider an involution of parallel rays ; these meet in a point 
at infinity, and the straight line at infinity is a ray of the involution. 
The ray conjugate to it contains the centre of the involution of points 
which would be obtained by cutting the pencil by any transversal; 
it may therefore be called the central fay of the given involution. If, 
reciprocally, we project an involution of points by mea!is of parallel 
rays, these rays will form a new involution, whose central ray passes 
through the centre of the given involution. 

When one involution is derived from another involution by means 
of projections or sections (Aist. 124), t^ie double elements of the first 
always give rise to the double elements of the second. 

130 . Since in an involution any group of elements is projective 
with the group of conjugate elements, it follows that if any four 
points of the involution be taken, their anharmonic ratio will bo. 
equal tef that of their four conjugates. In the involution AA', BB', 
CC',... the groups of points ABA'C and A'B'AC, for example, will 
be projective ; therefore 

• A A '. AC A'A *A'C 

BA '' BC ~ B'A * B'C ’ 

whence • 

AB'. BC. CA’ + A'B.B'C.CA=0. 

Conversely, if this relation hold among the segments determined by 
six collinear points AA'BB’CC, these will be three conjugate pairs 
of an involution. For the given relation shows that the anharmonic 
ratios (ABA'C) and (A'B'AC,) are equal to one another ; the groups 
ABA'C' and A’B’AC are therefore projective. But A and A' corre¬ 
spond doubly to each bther ; therefore (Art. 122) AA', BB', CC are 
three conjugate pairs of an involution. 
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181. Theorem. The three pairs Correlative Theorem. The 
of opposite sides of a complete straigM lines which conned, any 
quadrangle are cut by any trans- point with the three pairs of oppo- 
vcrsal in three pairs of conjugate site vertices of a complete quadri- 
points of an involution *. lateral are three pairs of conjugate 

rays of an involution. 

Let QRST (Fig. 85) be a Let qrst (Fig. 86j) be a corn- 

complete quadrangle, of which plcte quadrilateral, of which the 
the pairs of opposite sides RT pairs of opposite vertices rt andg's, 
and QS, ST and QR, QT and RS st and qr, qt and rs are projected 
are cut by any transversal in A from any centre by the rays a and 
and A', B and B’, G and G' a\ b and b', c and c' respectively, 
respectively. If P is the point Let p be the straight line which 
of intersection of QS and RT, join? the points qs and rt. The 
then ATPR is a projection of pencils atpr and aca'b' are in per- 
ACA'B' from Q as centre, and spective (their corresponding rays 
ATPJl is also a projection of intersect in pairs on q); similarly 




ABA'G' from S as centre ; there¬ 
fore the group AGA'B' is projec¬ 
tive with ABA’G', and therefore 
(Art. 45) with A'G'AB. , And 
since A and A' correspond doubly 
to one another in the projective 
groups AGA'B' and A'G'AB, it 
follows (Art. 122) that AA', BB', 
GG' are three qonjugate ( pairs of 
an involution. 


The theorem just proved may 

* DeSARGUES, I 


atpr and aba'c are in perspective 
(their corresponding rays inter¬ 
sect in pairs on s). The pencil 
atpr is therefore of course pro¬ 
jective with each of the pencils 
aca'b' and aba'c', and therefore 
fica'b' is projective with aba'c’ or 
(Art. 45) with a'c'ab. And since 
a and a' correspond doubly to 
one another in the pencils aca'b' 
Und a'c'ab, it follows (Art. 122) 
that aa', bb', cc' are three pairs of 
conjugate rays of an involution. 

e The theorem just proved may 

cit., p. 171. 
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also be stated in the following 
form: 

If a complete quadrangle move 
in such a way that five of its sides 
pass each through one of five fixed 
collinear points, then its sixth 
side will also pass through a fixed 
point collinear with the other five, 
and forming an involution ivith 
them. 


also be stated in tlie following 
form: 

If a complete quadrilateral 
move in such a way that five of 
its vertices slide each on one of 
five fixed concurrent straight lines, 
then its sixth vertex will also move 
on a fixed straight line, concurrent 
with the other five, and forming an 
involution with them. 


m 

132. By combining the preceding theorem (left) with that of Art. 
130, we see that 

Ifa transversal he cut by the three pairs of opposite sides of a com¬ 
plete quadrangle in A and a , B and B', C and C respectively, these 
determine upon it segments which are connected by the relation 
AB\ BC'. CA' + A'B. B'C.O'A = 0*. 

133. In the theorem of Art. 13* (right) let U and V, V and V, 
IF and W denote respectively the opposite vertices rt and qs, st and 
qr, qt and #s of the quadrilateral qrst, and let A A', BB', CC' denote 
respectively the points of intersection of the rays aa', bb', cc' with 
an arbitrary transversal. With the help of Art. 124 the following 
proposition may be enunciated : 

If the three pairs UU', VV, WW of opposite vertices of a complete 
quadrilateral be projected from any centre upon any straight line, the 
six paints AA', BB', CC' so obtained will form an involution„ 

Suppose now, as a particular case of this, that the centre of pro¬ 
jection G is taken at one of the two points of intersection of the circles 
described on UU', W respectively as diameters. Then AG A' and 
BOB' are right angles, and therefore also (Art. 128) CGC is a right 
angle ; therefore the circle on WW as diameter will also pass through 
(r. Hence the three circles which have for diameters the three 
diagonals of a complete quadrilateral pass all through the same two 
points; that is, they have the same radical axis. The centres of 
these cirdes lie in a straight line ; hence 

The middle points of the three diagonals of a complete quadrilateral 
are collinear f. t 

134. Thd proposition of Art. The proposition of Art. 131 
131 (left) leads immediately to the (right) leads immediately to the 

Construction for the sixth point * Construction for the sixth ray 
C of an involution of which five c' of an involution of which five 
points A , A',B , B', C are given, rays a ,d',b , b', care given. 

For draw through C (Fig. 85), For take on c (Fig. 86) an aroi- 
an arbitrary straight line, on trary point, through which draw 
which take any two points Q and an$ two straight lines q and t, 
T , and join AT, BT, A'Q, B'Q ; m and join the point ta to qb', and 

* Pappus, he. cit., book Vll. prop. 130. 

Chasles, he. cit.. Arts. 344, 345; Gauss, Collected Works, vol. iv. p. 391. 
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if AT, B'Q meet in li, and BT, the point tb to qa'; if the joining 
A'Q in S, the straight line US lines be called r , s respectively, 
will cut the base of the involu- then the straight line connecting 
tion in the required point C. the centre of the pencil with the 

point rs is the required ray c\ 

If, in the preceding problem (left), the point C lies at infinity, its 
conjugate is the centre 0 of the involution. In order £hen to find 

the centre of an involution of which two 
pairs A A', BB'. of conjugate points are 
given, we construct (Fig. 87) a complete 
quadrangle QSTR of which one pair of 
opposite sides pass respectively through A 
and A', another such pair through B and 
B', and which has a fifth side parallel to the 
base ; the sixth side will then pas$ through 
the centre 0. 

The sjxtli point C which, together with 
five given points AA'BB'C, forms an 
involution, is completely determined by 
the construction ; there is oidy one point 6" which possesses the 
property on winch the construction depends (Art. 127). This may 
be otherwise seen by regarding C as given by the equation (AA'BC) 
— (A'AB'C') between anharmonic ratios ; for it is known (Art. 65) 
that there is only one point C which satisfies this equation. 

135/The theorem converse to that of Art. 131 is the fol¬ 
lowing : 

If a transversal cut the sides of a triangle RSQ (Fig. 85) in 
three points A', B', C' which, wfttn taken together with three 
other points A , B , C lying on the same transversal, form three 
conjugate pairs of an involution, then the three straight lines 
BA , SB , QG meet in the satne point. 

To prove it, let BA , SB meet in T, and let TQ* meet the 
transversal in C\. Applying the theorem of Art. 131 (left) 
to the quadrangle QBST, we have (aA'BC f) = [A'AB'C'). 
But by hypothesis (AA'BC) (A'AB'C'); .-. (AA'BC x ) - 

(AA'BC); consequently (Act. 54) C ± coincides with C, i.e. 
QC passes through T. 

The correlative tlfcorem is : 

If a point S be joined to the vertices of a triangle rsq (Fig. 86) 
by three rays a', b', c' which, when taken together with three 
other rays a ,b , c passing also through S, form three conjugate 
pairs of an involution, then the points’ra , qb , sc lie on the 
same straight line t .. 


n 



s' 


Fig. 87. 
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136. Take again the figure of the complete quadrangle 
QRST whose three pairs of opposite sides are cut by a trans¬ 
versal in A and A', B and B', C and C'. Let (Fig. 88) SQ 
and RT meet in R', QR and ST in S', RS and QT in Q'. 


s 



Consider the triangle RSQ % on each of its sides we have 
a group of four points, viz. SQR'A', QRS'B', RSQ'C. 

The projections of these from T on the transversal are 
BCAA', CABB', ABCC. 

The product of the anharmonic ratios of these last three 
groups is , 

( BA BA\ ( CB CB\ ( AC AC' - 

\CA : CA') \AB l A B’)' \£C : JfC } ) 
or CA'.AB’.BC' 

BA'.CB'.AC' 1 

which (Art. 130) is cquafto-1. 'Therefore : 

If any transversal meet the sides of a triangle, and if moreover 
from any point as centre each vertex be projected upon the side 
opposite to it, the groups of four points thus obtained on each 
of the sides of the triangle will be such that the product of their 
anharmonic ratios is equal to — 1. 

Conversely, if three pairs of points 5 R'A', S'B' r Q'C' be taken, 
one on each of the sides of a triangle RSQ, such that the product 
of the anharmonic ratios {SQR'A'), {QRS'B'), {RSQ'C') is 
equal to — 1 j then, if the straight lines RR', SS', QQ' are con¬ 
current, the points A', B', C' will be coVtinenr ; and conversely, 
if the points A', B', C' are •collinear, the straight lines RR 
SS', QQ’ will be concurrent. 

137. Suppose now the transversal to lie altogether at in¬ 
finity ; then the anharmonic ratios {SQR'A'), {QRS'B'), and 
{RSQ'C') become (Art. 64) respectively equal to SR': QR', 
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QS': MS', and RQ' :SQ'\ so that the preceding proposition 
reduces to the following * : 

If the straight lines connecting the three vertices of a triangle 
RSQ with any given point T meet the respectively opposite 
sides in R', S’, Q', the segments which they determine on the 
sides will be connected by the relation 

SR'. QS'. RQ' 

QIt'.RS'.SQ'~ ; 

and conversely: 

If on the sides SQ , QR , RS respectively of a triangle RSQ 
points R', S’, Q' be taken such that thf. above relation holds, then 
will the straight lines RR', SS', QQ' meet in one point T. 

138. Repeating this last theorem for two points T' &nd T", 

we obtain the following : ' # 

If the t wo sets of three straight lines which connect the vertices 
of a triangle RSQ with any two given points T' and T* meet the 
respectively opposite sides in R', S', Q' and R", S", Q", then 
will the product of the anharmonic ratios (SQR'R"J, ( QRS'S"), 
and ( RSQ'Q") be equal to + 1. 

[For cacji of the expressions 

SR ’. QS' +RQ’ SR ". QS ". RQ" 

QR '. RS '. SQ' ’ QR". RS ". SQ" 

is equal to — 1 ; and the required result follows on dividing 
one of them by the other.]* 

139. Considering again the triangle QR§ (Fig. 88), and 
taking the transversal to be entirely arbitrary, let ST , QT 
be taken so as to be parallel to QR , RS respectively. Then 
the figure QRST becomes a parallelogram; the points S' 
and Q' pass to infinity, and R' (being the point of inter¬ 
section of th§ diagonals QS , RT) becomes the middle point 
of SQ. Consequently (Art. 64) the anharmonic ratios 
(SQR'A'), ( QRS'B'), {RSQ'Q') become equal respectively 
to - {QA ': SA'), (RB': QB'), and {SC': RC'). Thus f : 

If a transversal cut the sides of a triangle RSQ in A', B', C 
respectively, it determines upon •them segments which are con¬ 
nected by the relation 


* Ceva’s theorem. See his book, De Jfneia rectisve invicem aecantibus atatica 
conatruclio (Mcdiolani, 1678), i. 2. Cf. MdBius, Baryc. Calc. § 198. 
t Theorem of Menelaus 4 Sphaerica, iii. 1. Cf. MObius, loc. cit. 
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QA'.RB'.SC' 

SA’.QB’.RG' ” ’ 

and conversely : 

If on the sides SQ , QR , RS respectively of a triangle points 
A', B', C be taken such that the above relation holds, then will 
these three points be collinear. 

140. Repeating the last theorem of the preceding Article 
for two transversals, we obtain the following : 

If the sides of a triangle RSQ are cut by two transversals in 
A', B' t C' and in A", B", G" respectively, the product of the 
anharmonic ratios (SQA'fl"), ( QRB’B”), and ( RSG'C") will be 
equal to + 1. 

[Fof each of the expressions 

QA'. RB'. SC' m QA". RB". SC" 

SA'. QB'. RC' *’ SA”. QB". R(J" 
is equal to 1 ; dividing one by the other, the required result 
follows.] 

Reciprocally, if on the sides of a triangle RSQ three pairs of 
points A'A", B'B", G'G" be taken such that the product of the 
anharmonic ratios (SQA'A"), (QRB’B"), (RSG'C") may be 
equal to +1; then, if the points A',, B', G' are collinear, the 
points A", B", G" will also be collinear, and if the lines RA\ 
SB', QG' are concurrent, the lines RA ", SB", QG" will also be 
concurrent. * 

141. It lias bef.n shown (Art. 122) that if two projective ranges 
(ABC...) and ( A’B'C ...), lying in the same plane, are projected from 
the point of intersection of a pair of lines such as AB' and A’B, 
AC' and A'C,... or BC' and B'C..., the projecting rays form an 
involution. The theorems correlative to this arc as follows : 

Given two projective, but not concentric, flat pencils ( abc ...) and 
( a'b'c '...) lying in the same plane ; if thejr be cut by^hc straight line 
which joins a pair of points such as ah’ and a'b, ac' and a'c,... or 
be ' and b'c..., the points so obtained form an involution. 

Given two projective axial pencils («/?y...) and (a fly'...) whose 
axes meet one another; if they be cut by the plane which is deter¬ 
mined by passing through a pair of lines sifcli as a/3' and a'/3, ay and 
ay,... or fiy and /3'y,... the rays so obtained form an involution. 

Given two projective flat pencils (abc...) and (a’b’c'...) which are 
concentric, but lie in different planes •• if they be projected from the 
point of intersection oj a pair qf planes such as ah' and a'b, ac' and 
a'c..., or be' and b'c..., the projecting planes form an involution. 

142. Particular Cases. All points of a straight line which lie in 
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pairs at equal distances on opposite sides of a fixed point on the line, 
form an involution, since every pair is divided harmonically by the 
fixed point and the point at infinity. 

Conversely, if the point at infinity is one of the double points of an 
involution of points, then the other double point bisects the distance 
between any point aud its conjugate. If in such an involution the 
segments AA\ BB' formed by any two pairs of conjugate points 
have a common middle point, then will this point bisect also the 
segment CC/ formed by any other pair of conjugates. 

All rectilineal angles which have a common vertex, lie in the same 
plane, and have the same fixed straight line as a bisector, form ato 
involution, since the arms of every angle are harmonically conjugate 
with regard to the common bisector and the ray perpendicular to it 
through the common vertex. «- 

Conversely, if the double rays of a pencil in involution include 
a right angle, then any ray and its conjugate make equafl angles 
withvithor of the double rays.* Tf in such an involution the angles 
included by two pairs of conjugate rays an' and W have common 
bisectors, these will be the bisectors also of the angle included by 
any other pair of conjugate rays cc 1 . • 

All dihedral angles which have a common edge and which have the 
same fixed plane as a bisector, form an involution ; for the faces of 
every angle 1 are harmonically conjugate with regard to the fixed plane 
and the plane drawn perpendicular to it through the common edge. 

Conversely, if the double planes of an axial pencil in involution 
are at right angles to one another, then any plane and its conjugate 
make equal angles with eitlier of the double planes. 
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PROTECTIVE FORMS IN RELATION TO THE CIRCLE 

143. Consider (Fig. 89) two directly equal pencils abed... 
and a'b'c'd’ ... in a plane, having their centres at 0 and O' 
respectively. The angle contained by a pair of correspond¬ 
ing rays aa\ bb'; cc',... is constant (Art. 106) ; the locus of 
the intersection of pairs of corre¬ 
sponding rays is therefore (Euc. ITT. 

21) a circle passing through O and O'. 

The tangent to this circle at 0 makes 
with 00' an angle equal to %ny of 
the angles OAO’, OBO', OCO’, &c. ; 
but this is just the angle which O'O 
considered as a ray of the second 
pencil should make with the ray 
corresponding to it in the first pencil; 
therefore to O'O or q' considered as 
a ray of tho second pencil corresponds in the first pencil the 
tangent q to the circle at O. 

Imagine the circumference of the circle to be described by 
a moving point A ; the fSys AO* AO' or a, a' will trace out 
the two ponci^. As A approaches O, the ray AO' will 
approach 00' or q’ and the ray AO will approach q ; and in 
the limit when A is indefinitely near to O, the ray AO will 
coincide with q or the tangent at 0. This agrees with the 
definition of the tangent at O, as the straight lino which 
joins twq indefinitely near points of the circujnference. 

Similarly, to the ray 00' or p considered as belonging to 
the first pencil corresponds the ray p' of the second pencil, 
the tangent to the circle at O'. 

144. Conversely, if any number of joints A,*B, C, D, ...on 
a circle be joined to two points 0 and O' lying on the same 
circle, the pencils 0 (A, B, C, D, ...) and O’ (A, B, O, D,...) so 
formed will be directly equal, since the angle AOB is equal to 
AO'B , AOG to AO'l 7,... B(fO to BO'C, &c. But two equal 
pencils arc always projective with one another (Art. 104). 
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If then the points A ,B ,G ,... remain fixed. While the centre 
of the pencil moves and assumes different positions on the 
circumference of tho circle, the pencils so formed are all 
equal to one another, and consequently all projective with 
one another. The tangent at 0 is by definition the straight 
line which joins 0 to the point indefinitely near tef it on the 
circle. It follows that in the projective pencils 0 (A , B , 
G ,...) and O' (A , B , G ,...), tho ray of the first which corre¬ 
sponds to the ray O’O of the second is the tangent at 0. 

145. It has been seen (Art. 73) that in two projective 
forms four harmonic elements of the one correspond to four 
harmonic elements of the other. If then tho four rays 0 (.4 , 
B ,C , D) form a harmonic pencil, the same is the case with 
regard to the four rays O' (A , B , G , D), whatever be the 
position of the point O' on tlffe circle. By taking O' indefi¬ 
nitely near to A , we see that tho pencil composed of tho 
tangent at A and tho chords AB , AG , AD will also be 
harmonic; so again the pencil composed of tho chord 
BA , the tangent at B, and the chords BG , BD will be 
harmonic, &c. , 

When this is the case, the four points A , B , G , D of the 

circle are said to be harmonic *. 

146. The tangents to a circle 
determine upon any pair of 
fixed, tangents two ranges 
which are projective with one 
another. 

Let M (Fig. 90) t be the 

centre of the circle, PQ and 

P'Q' a pair of fixed tangents, 

and AA' a variablot tangent. 

The part A A' of the variable 

tangent intercepted between* the fixed tangents subtends 

a constant angle at M ; for if Q , P', T are the points of 

contact of the tangertts respectively, 

angle AM A' =AMT +TMA' 

= l QMT +{ TMP' 

- % QMP' f. 

“ * » 

* Steiner, loc. cit., p. 157, § 43 ; Collected Work?, vol. i. p. 345. 
f Ponoelet, Prop, proj.. Art. 402. 
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Accordingly, as the tangent A A' moves, the rays MA, 
MA' will generate two projective pencils (Art. 108/, and the 
points A, A* will trace out two projective ranges. 

Since the angle AM A' is equal to the half of QMP it is 
equal to either of the angles QMQ ', PMP f (denoting by P 
and Q' the»same point, according as it is regarded as belong¬ 
ing to the first or to the second tangent). Consequently 
Q and Q\ P and P’ are pairs of corresponding points of the 
two projective ranges ; i.e. the points of contact of the two 
fixed tangents correspond respectively to the point of inter¬ 
section of the tangents. 

Imagine the circle to be’generated, as an envelope, by the 
motion of the variable tangent ; the points A j A’ will trace 
out the two projective ranges. As the variable tangent 
approaches the position PQ, the point A' approaches Q\ 
and A approaches the point which corresponds to Q’, viz. 
Q ; and in the limit when the variable tangent is indefinitely 
near to PQ, the point A will be indefinitely near to Q or the 
point of contact of the tangent PQ. The point of contact 
of a tangent must therefore be Regarded as the point of 
intersection of the tangent with an indefinitely near tangent. 

147. The preceding proposition shows that four tangents 
a , b , c , d to a circle are cut by a fifth in four points A , B , 
G , D whose anharmonic ratio is constant whatever be the 
position of the fifth tanged?. 

This tangent njay be taken indefinitely near to one of the 
four fixed tangents, to a for example ; in this case A will be 
the point of contact of a , and B , G , D the points of inter¬ 
section ah , ac , ad respectively. 

As a particular case, if a, b ,c,d meet the tangent PQ in 
four harmgnic points, they will meet*every tangent in four 
harmonic points. The group constituted by the point of 
contact of a and the points of intersection ab , ac , ad will 
also be harmonic. In this case, the four tangents a , b , c , d 
are said to be harmonic f. * 

148. The range determined upon any given tangent lo 

a circle by any number of fixed tangents is projective with the 
pencil formed by joining their points*of contact to any arbitrary 
point on the circle. * * 

t Steiner, he. cit., p. 157, § 43 ; Collected Works, vol. i. p. 345. 

1514 I « 
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Let A, B, a, -x (Kg. 91) be points on the circle.and 

• ,b ,c.... *the tangents at these points respectively. If the 

which the tangent x is cut 
by the tangents ft, b, c ,... 

• a • 1 i i 1 _1 


be joined to the centre of 
the circle x the joining lines 
will be perpendicular re¬ 
spectively to the chords 
XA, XB, XC ,... and will 
therefore (Art. 108) form 

a pencil equal to the pencil X {A , B, 0 ,...). The range 
A'R'C ... is therefore projective with the pencil a (A, 



B,<1 

Corollary - . // four poinvs on a circle are harmonic, then 

the tangent* als ° at ihese P oints are ltarmonic *. and cm ~ 


VPT <?#/?/ 

jt\ )r jf } in what precedes, X (ABCD) is a harmonic pencil, 
A'B'G'L' will be a harmonic range ; and conversely. 
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PROJECTIVE FORMS IN RELATION TO THE CONIC SECTIONS 

149. Let the figures be constructed which arc homological 
with those of Arts. 144,140, 148. To the points and tangents 
of the circle will qorrespond the points and tangents of a conic 
section (Art. 23). A tangent to a conic is therefore a straight 
line whifch meets the curve in two points which arc inde¬ 
finitely near to one another ; a, point on the curve is the 
point of intersection of two tangents which arc indefinitely 
near to om* another. To two equal and therefore projective 
pencils will correspond two projective pencils, and to two 
projective ranges will correspond two projective ranges ; 
for two pencils or ranges which correspond to one another 
in two homological figures are in perspective. We deduce 
therefore the following propositions : 

(1) . If any number of 'points A , B , 0 , D ,... on a conic 
are joined to two fixed points O and O' lying on the same conic 
(Pig. 92), the pencils 0 (A, jf, 

C, Dy ...) and O'(A, B, C, 

D, ...) so formed are projective 
with one another. To the ray 
00' of the first pencil corre¬ 
sponds the tangent at O', and 
to the ray O'O of th* second 
pencil corresponds the tan¬ 
gent at 0. 

(2) . Any number of tangents h, b , c,, d ,... to a conic deter¬ 
mine on a pair of fixed tangents o and o' (Pig. 93) two projective 
ranges. To the point oo' or Q oj the first range corresponds 
the point of contact Q' of o', and to the same point o'o or 
P' of the second range corresponds the point of contact 
P of o*. 



Fig !)3l 


* Steiner, loc. cit., p. 139, § 38 ; Collect od WorRs, vol. i. pp. 332, 333. 
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(3). The range which a variable tangent to a conic determines 
upon a fixed tangent is projective with the pencil formed by 



joining the point of contact of the variable tangent to any fixed 
point of the conic (Fig. 94). 

150, We proceed now to the theorems converse to those 

of Art. 149. The proofs here 
given are due to M. Ed. De- 
wulf. 

T l, Jf two ( non-concentric) 
pencils lying jn the same plane 
are projective with one another 
{but not in perspective ), the 
locus of the points ‘ of inter¬ 
section of pairs of correspond¬ 
ing rays is a cor^ic passing 
through the centres of the two 
pencils ; and the tangents to .the locus at these points are the 
rays which correspond in the two pencils respectively to the 
straight line which joins the two centres. 

Let 0 and A (Fig. 95) be the respective centres of the 
two pencils, and let OM 1 and AM V OM z and AM Z , OM 3 
and AM 3 ,... be pairs of'corresponding rays. The locus of 
the points M v M 2 , M 3 ,... will pass ‘through 0, since this 
point is the intersection of the ray AO of the pencil A with 
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the corresponding ray of the pencil 0. Similarly A will 
be a point on the locus. 

Let o be that ray of tho pencil 0 which corresponds to the 
ray AO of the pencil A. Describe a circle touching o at O. 



and let this circle cut OA in A\ and OM i} OM 2 , QM at ... in 
the points Jf/, ,... respectively. 

The pencils 0 (If/ M 2 M .'...) and A' (if/ M 2 arc 

directly equal to one another ; and since by hypothesis the 
pencil 0 (Jf/ Mf M.f ...) eg O (M 1 M 2 M 3 ...) is projective 
with the pencil A (M t M 2 therefore the pencils 

A' (Af/ M 2 ' Jkf 3 and A [M x M 9 M 3 ...) are projective. 
But they are in perspective, since the ray A'O in the one 
corresponds to the ray AO in the other (Art. 80) ; therefore 
pairs of corresponding rays will intersect in points 
$ 3 ,... lying on a straight line s. In order, then, to find that 
point of the locus which lies on any given ray m of the pencil 
A, it is only necessary to produce m to meet s in to join 
SA' cutting the circle in M', ana to join OM '; this last line 
will cut m in the required point M. But this construction is 
precisely the same as that employed in*Art. 23 (Fig. 11) i^i 
order to draw the curve homological with a circle, having 
given the axis s and centre O of homology, and a pair of 
corresponding points A and A'. The locus of the points M 
is therefore a conic section. 

II. If two ( non-collinear) ranges lying in the same plane are 
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'projective with one another (but not in perspective ), the envelope 
of the straight lines joining pairs of corresponding points is 
a conic , i.e. the straight lines all touch a conic. This conic 
touches the bases of the two ranges at the points which correspond 
in these respectively to the point of intersection of their bases. 

Lot s and s' (Fig. 96) be the bases of the £wo ranges, 
and let A and A', B and B 1 , C and C, ...be pairs of corre- 

sV 



sponding points. The curve enveloped by the straight lines 
AA', BB', CC, ... will touch s, since this is thd straight 
line joining the point ss 1 or S' of the second range with 
the corresponding point S of the first. Similarly, s' will be 
a tangent to the envelope. 

Describe a circle touching $ at S, and draw to it tangents 
a", b", c ",... s" from the points A, B, respectively. 

The tangents a", b", *c",... will determine on s" a range which 
is projective with s and therefore also with s'. But the point 
S' corresponds to itself in the two ranges s' and s” ; these arc 
therefore in perspective (Art. 80), and the straight lines A" 
A', B" B', C" C, ... will meet hf one poilit 0. In order then to 
draw a tangent to the envelope from any given point M lying 
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on the line s, it is only necessary to draw from M a tangent m 
to the circle, meeting s” in M", and to join OM" ; this last 
line will cut s' in that point M' of the range s' which corre¬ 
sponds to the point M of the range s , and MM' will be the 
required tangent to the envelope. But this construction is 
precisely the same as that made use of in Art. 23 (Fig. 12) 
in order to drajv the curve homological with a circle, taking 
a given tangent to the circle as axis of homology, any given 
p*oint 0 as centre of homology, and s', s" as a pair of corre¬ 
sponding straight lines. The envelope of the lines MM' is 
therefore a conic section. 

The theorems (I) and (II) of the present Article arc 
correlative (Art. 33), since the figure formed*by the points 
of intersection of corresponding rays of two projective pencils 
is correlative to that formed* by the straight lines joining 
corresponding points of two projective ranges. Thus in two 
figures which arc correlative to one another {according to the 
law of duality in a plane), to 'points lying on a conic in one 
correspond tangents to a conic in the other. 

151. Having regard to Arts. 73 and 79, the propositions 
of Arts. 149, 150 may be enunciated as follows : 

The anharmonic ratio of the four straight lines which connect- 
four fixed points on a conic with a variable point on the same is 
constant. 

The anharmonic ratio of the four points in which four fixed 
tangents to a conic are cut by a variable tangent to the same is 
constant *. 

The anharmonic ratio of four points A, li, O', 1) lying on a conic is 
the anharmonic ratio of the pencil 0 {A, B, O', D) formed by joining 
them to any point 0 on the conic. The anharmonic ratio of four 
tangents a* b, c, d to a conic is that of the four points o (a, b, c, d), 
where o is an arbitrary tangent to the conic. 

If this anharmonic ratio is equal to —1, the group of four points 
or tangents is termed harmonic. * 

The anharmonic ratio of four tangents to a cctnic is equal to 
that of their points of contact t. ' 

Consequently the tangents at four harmonic points are harmonic, 
and vice versa. * 

* Steiner, loc. cit., p. 156, § 43 ; Collected WorkH, vo\ i. p. 344. 
t Chasles, Qiomitrie supirieure. Art. 663.., 
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The locus of a point such that the rays joining it to four given 
points ABCD form a pencil having a given anharmonic ratio 
is a conic passing through the given points. 

The tangent to the locus at one of these points, at A for 
example, is the straight line which forms with AB , AC, AD 
a pencil whose anharmonic ratio is equal to the given one. 

The curve enveloped by a straight line whiefi is cut by four 
given straight lines in four points whose anharmonic ratio is 
given is a conic touching the given straight lines. 

The point of contact of one of these straight lines, a for 
example, forms with the points ab, ac, ad a range whose 
anharmonic ratio is equal to the given one *. 


152. Through, five given points 
0, O', A, 3, Cin a plane (Fig. 9 V 2), 
no three of which lie in a straight * 
line, a conic can be described. 
For we have only to construct the 
two projective pencils which have 
their centres at two of the given 
points, 0 and O' for example, and 
in which three pairs of corre¬ 
sponding rdys OA and O'A, OB 
and O'li OC and O'C intersect 
in the three other points. Any 
other pair OD and O'I) of corre¬ 
sponding rays will give a new 
point D of the curve. 

To construct the tangent at 
any one of the given points, at 
0 for example, we have only to 
determine that ray of the pencil 
0 which corresponds to the ray 
O'O of the pencil O’. 

4 

Through five given points only 
one conic can be drawn; for if 
there could be two such, they 
would have an infinite,number 
of other points in common (the 
intersections of all the pairs of 
corresponding rays of the pro¬ 
jective pencils); which is impos¬ 
sible. 

* Steiner, Ioc. cit., pp. lyf, 157, § 43 


Given five straight lines 
o ,V, a ,b ,c in a plane (Fig. 93), 
no three of which meet in a point, 
a conic am be described to touch 
them. For we have ohly to con¬ 
struct the two projective ranges 
which are determined upon two 
of the given lines, o and o' for ex¬ 
ample, by the three others a, b, c, 
and of which three pairs of corre¬ 
sponding points oa and o'a, ob 
and o'b, oc and o'c are given. 
The straight line d which joins 
ai^v other pair of corresponding 
points of the two ranges will be 
a new tangent to the curve. 

To construct the point of con¬ 
tact of any one of the given 
straight lines, that of o for ex¬ 
ample, we have only to determine 
that point of the range o which 
corresponds to the point o'o of 
the range o'. * 

Only one conic can be drawn to 
■ touch five given straight lines; 
for if there could be two such, 
they would have an infinite num¬ 
ber of common tangents (all the 
straight lines which join pairs of 
corresponding points of the pro¬ 
jective ranges); which is impos¬ 
sible. 

Collected Works, vol. i. pp. 344, 345. 
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From this we see also that: 

Through four given points can There can be drawn an infinite 
be drawn an infinite number of number of conics to touch four 
conics; and two such conics have given straight lines; and two 
no common points beyond these such conics have no common 
four. _ tangents beyond these four. 


153. The theorems of Art . 88 
the following manner: 

If a hexagon ab'ca'bc' is circum¬ 
scribed to a conic (Figs. 97 and 01), 
the straight lines p, q, r which join 
the three pairs of opposite vertices 
arc concurrent . 



Fig. 97. 

This is known as Brianciion's 
theorem *. 


may now be enunciated in 

If a hexagon AB'OA'BC is in¬ 
scribed in a. conic (Figs. 98 and 
00), the three pairs of opposite 
sides intersect one another in three 
colh'ncar points I*, (f It. 


n 



This is known as Pascal’s 
theorem f. 


These results are of such fbiportance in the theory of conics 
that they deserve independent proofs. 

The ranges a {bab'c) and The pencils A (. BA'B'O') and 
c{ba'b'c') arc projective (Art. 0 (BA'B'C') are projective (Art. 
149) ; the*pencils formed by join- 149); the ranges in which they 
ing them to the points (ba'j, (be') cut BA', BO' respectively are 
respectively are therefore projec- therefore projective. If AO', A'B 
tive. If the Jine joining (ac'), (a'b) cut in*// and JW, A'O in K, 
be denoted by h, and that joining ranges in question are ( BA'RII) 
{be'), {a'c) by Jc, the pencils in . end {BKPO'). Since they have 
question are {ba'rh) and (bkpc'). the point B in common, they are 
Since they have the ray b in in perspective; therefore A'K, 

\ 

* This theorem was published for the first time by JiiUAiscnou in 1809, and 
repeated in his M&moirt aur lea lignea du second ordre (Paris, 1817 : p. 34). 

t This theorem was given in Pascal’s Essai anr lea Coniques , a small work of 
six pages 8vo., published in 1640, when its author was only sixteen years old. 
It was republished in the XEuvrea d£ Pascal (The Hague, 1779), and again 
by H. Weissenborn, in the preface to his book Die Projection in der Ebene 
(Berlin, 1862). 
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common, they are in perspcc- 1IP, HC are concurrent, that is 
tivc ; therefore (a'k), (rp), (he') P, Q, R are collincar. 
are collincar, that is p, q, r arc 
concurrent. 

154. Pascal’s theorem has reference to six points of 
a conic, Brianchon’s theorem to six tangents ; • these six 
points or tangents may be chosen arbitrarily from among 
all the points on the curve and all the tangents to it. Now 
a conic is determined by live points or five tangents; in 
other words, five points or five tangents may be chosen at 
will from among all the points or lines of the plane, but as 
soon as these five elements have' been fixed, the conic is 
determined. ‘Pascal’s theorem then expresses the condition 
which six points on a plane must satisfy if they lie on 
a conic ; and Brianchon’s theorem expresses similarly the 
condition which six straight lines lying in a plane must 
satisfy if t hey are all tangents to a conic. And the condition 
in each case is both necessary and sufficient. 

That it? is necessary is seen from the theorems themselves. 
For six {joints on a conic, taken in any order, may be 
regarded as the vertices of an inscribed hexagon* ; but since 
Pascal’?* theorem is true for every inscribed hexagon,the three 
pairs of opposite sides must meet in three collinear points in 
whatever order the six points be taken. 

The condition is also Sufficient. For suppose (Fig. 98) 
that the hexagon AB'CA'BC ', formed by taking the six 
points in a certain order, possesses the property that the pairs 
of opposite sides BC and B'C, CA' and C'A , AB' and A'B 
intersect in three collincar points P ,Q ,R. Through the five 
points AB'CA'B one conic (and one only) can be drawn; 
if X be the, point whfcro this conic cuts AC again, then 
AB'CA'BX is an inscribed hexagon, and its pairs of opposite 
sides B'C and BX, XA (ov .C'A) and CA', A'B and AB' 
will meet in three collinear points. But the second and third 
of these points are Q and R ; therefore BX must meet B'C 
at the point of intersection of B'C and QR, i.e. at P. Both 
BC and BX thus pass through P, and they must therefore 

t 

* It is perhaps hardly necessary to remind the leader that the lioxasons to 
which Pascal’s and Brianchon’s theorems refer are not hexagons in Euclid’s sense 
• — i. e. they are not necessarily convex (non-reentrant) figures. 
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coincide. Since then the point X lies not only on A C but 
also on BG\ it must coincide with the point C' itself. 

The condition is therefore sufficient ; and it has already 
been shown to be necessary. 

By taking the six points in all the different orders possible, 
sixty * sftnple hexagons can be made. From the reasoning 
above, it follows that if any one of these hexagons possesses 
the property that its three pairs of opposite sides intersect 
in three collinear points, the six points will lie on a conic, 
and consequently all the other hexagons will possess the 
same property f- 

By analogous considerations having reference to Brian- 
ehon’s^heorem,properties correlativeto those just established 
may be shown to be true t>f a s/stem of six straight, lines j;. 

155. Consider the two triangles which are formed, one by 
the first*third, and fifth sides, the other by the second, 
fourth, and sixth sides, of the inscribed hexagon AB'C A'BC 
(Fig. 98). Let BG' and B'C , CA' and G'A , AB' and A'B 
be taken as corresponding sides of the triangles. By Pascal's 
theorem these sides intersect in pairs in t hr*e collinear 
points ; and therefore (Art. 17) the two triangles arc homo¬ 
logical. Pascal’s theorem may therefore be enunciated as 
follows : 

// two triangles are in pomology, the points of intersection 
of the sides of the one with the non-corvesponding sides of the 
other lie on a conic. 

Similarly, in a circumscribed hexagon ah'ca'hc' (Fig. 97) 
let the yertices of even order and those of odd order respec¬ 
tively be regarded as the angular points of t wo triangles, and 
let be ' and b'c , ca' pnd c'a, ab' and a'b be taken to be corre¬ 
sponding* vertices. By Brianchon’s theorem 4,hose vertices 
lie two and two on three straight lines which meet in 
a point ; therefore (Art. l(i) the two triangles are homo¬ 
logical. Brianchon’s theorem may therefore \>c enunciated 
as follows : 

* In general, a complete »-gon includes in itself (ft — 1) (>i —2).. .1 simple 
ft-gons. • 

f Steineb, he. cit., p. 311, § 60, No. 54 ; Collected Works, vol. i. p. 450. 

j A system of Bix pointl on a coni# thus determines sixty different lines such 
as PQR in Fig. 98, or Pascal lines as they have been called. So too a system of 
six tangents to a conic determines sixty different Brianchon joints. 
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If two triangles are in homology, the straight lines joining the 
angular points of the one to the non-corresponding angular 
points of the other all touch a conic. 

The two theorems may be included under the one enun¬ 
ciation : 

If two triangles are in homology, the points of intersection 
of the sides of the one with the non-corresponding sides of 
the other lie on a conic, and the straight lines joining the angular 
points of the one to the non-corresponding angular points of 
the other all touch another conic *. 

156. Returning to Fig. 98, let the points A , B', G , A', B 

be regarded as fixed, and O' as variable ; Pascal’s theorem 
may then be presented in the following form : 9 

If " a triangle C'PQ move %n such a way that its sides PQ, 
QC, CP turn round three fixeU points R , A , B respectively, 
while two of its vertices P, Q slide along two fixeji straight 
lines GB', CA' respectively, then the remaining vertex C will 
describe a conic which passes through the following five points, 
viz. the two given points A arid B, the point of intersection G 
of the given straight lines, 'the point of intersection B’ of the 
straight lines AR and GB', and the point of intersection A' of 
the straight lines Bll and CA' j. 

So also Brianchon’s theorem may be 
expressed in tfco following form : 

If d triangle c'pq (Fig. 99) move in 
such a way that its vertices pq, qc', c'p 
slide along three fixed straight lines r, a, b 
respectively, while two of its sides p, q turn 
round two fixed points cb', ca' respectively, 
then the remaining si$e o' will envelope a 
conic which touches the following five 
straight lines, viz. the two given straight 
lines a and b, the straight line c which joins 
the fixed j)oin{s, the straight line b' which joins the points ar 
and cb', and the straight line a' which joins the points br and ca'. 

157. (1). If in the theorems of Art. 152 (right) one of the 

* Mtiinua, loc. cit.. Art. 278. * 

t This theorem was given by Maclaujun, in 172,1 ; cf. Phil. Trans. 1735, 
and Chasles, Apergu, historique (Brussels, 1837 ; second edition, Paris, 1875). 
If B lies at infinity, the theorem becomes identical with lemma 20, book i. of 
Newton’s Principia. 
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tangents is supposed to lie at infinity, the conic becomes 
a parabola (Art. 23). Thus a parabola is determined by four 
tangents, or (Art. 152, right) only one parabola can be drawn 
to touch four given straight lines; and no two parallel tangents 
can be drawn to a parabola. 

(2). If •the same supposition is made in theorem (2) of 
Art. 149, it is seen that the points at infinity on the two 
tangents o and o' arc corresponding points of the projective 
Ganges determined on these tangents ; for the straight line 
which joins them is a tangent to the curve. It follows 
(Art. 100) that 

The tangents to a parabola meet two fixed tangents to the 
same in points forming two similar ranges ; of’ 



Fig. 100. 

9 

Two fixed tangents to a parabola are cut proportionally by the 
other tangents *: 

(3) . Let A and A', B and JS', G and C",... be the points in 
which tjie various tangents to the parabola meet the two 
fixed tangents (Fig. 100), and let P and Q' be the respective 
points of contact of the latter. The # point of intersection of 
the two fixed tangents will be denoted by Q of P' according 
as it is regarded as a point of the first or of the second 
tangent. We have then 

AB _ AG _ BG AP AQ. , PQ 

A'B' A'O' B'G' “ A'P' = A'Q' ' "* “ P'Q\ 

(4) . Conversely, given two straight lines in a plane, on which 
lie two similar ranges {which are not in perspective ), the straight 
lines connecting pairs of corresponding points will envelope 


* Apollon n Pisroaei Conicorumlib. Hi. 41. 
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a parabola which touches the given straight lines at the points 
which correspond in the two ranges respectively to their point 
of intersection. 

For the points at infinity on the given straight lines being 
corresponding points (Art. 99), the straight line which joins 
them will be a tangent to the envelope ; thus the envelope is 
a conic (Art. 150 (II.)) which has the line at infinity for a 
tangent, i.e. it is a parabola. 

158. In theorem I of Art. 150 (Fig. 95) suppose that the 
point A lies at infinity, or, in other words, that the pencil A 
consists of parallel rays. To the straight line OA, considered 
as a ray a' of the pencil 0 (viz. that lay which is parallel to the 
rays of the other pencil), corresponds that ray a of tilt pencil 
A which,is the tangent at the point A . This ray a may bo at 
a finite, or it may be at an infinite distance. 

In the first case (Fig. 101) the straight line at infinity is 



Kitf. 101 . FijJ. 102. 


a ray j of the pencil A, and to it corresponds in the pencil 0 
a ray f different from a ' and consequently not’passing 
through A ; the conic will therefore be a hyperbola (Art. 23) 
having A (=a«') and *jj’ for its points at infinity; the 
straight line a is one asymptote and j' is parallel to the other. 

In the second case (Fig. 1Q2) the line at infinity is the 
tangent at A to the conic, which is therefore a parabola. 

159. If in {his same theorem of Art. 150 the points A and 
O are supposed - botli to lie at infinity (Fig. 103), the two pro¬ 
jective pencils will each consist of parallel rays ; and since 
the conic which these pencils generate must pass through 
A and O, it is a hyperbola (Art? 23). Tfie asymptotes of the 
hyperbola are the tangents to the curve at its infinitely 
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distant points * ; they will therefore be the rays a and o' 
of the first and second pencil which correspond to the 
straight line at infinity considered 
as a ray of the second and first 
pencil respectively. 

By the *general theorem of Art. 

149, the asymptotes of a hyperbola 
are cut by the other tangents in 
points forming two projoctivo 
ranges, in which the points of 
contact (which are in this case at 
infinity) correspond respectively 
to the *point of intersection Q of 
the asymptotes. The equation of Arts. 74 and 109 (1) viz., 

JM . I'M' * constant 
becomes therefore in this case 

QM .QM' =constant., 

M and M' being the points of intersection of any tangent 
with the asymptotes. We conclude therefore that 

The segments which are determined by any tangen t to a hyper¬ 
bola on the two asymptotes {measured from the point of inter¬ 
section of the asymptotes ), are such that the rectangle Contained 
by them is constant. 

This may be stated in a,different form as follows : 

The triangle formed by any tangent to a hyperbola and the 
asymptotes has a constant area, f. 

160. Again, let the theorem of Art . 14!) be applied to the 
case of two fixed parallel tangents which are cut by a variable 
tangent in M and M'. In the projective ranges thus generated 
the points which correspond respectively to the infinitely 
distant pqint of intersection of the Two fixed .tangents are 
their points of contact; if these be denoted by J and wo 
have by Art. 74 the equation ■ 

JM .I'M' - constant. 

% 

Therefore, the segments which a variable*tangent to a conic cuts 
off from two fixed parallel tangents {measured from the poihts 
of contact of these latter) are such that the rectangle contained 
by them is constant f. 

*' n 

* Desarques, loc. cit., p. 210 ; Newton, Principin, lib. i. prop. 27, Scholium. 

t Apollonius, loc. cit., iii. 43, %• Ibid., iii. 42. 
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161. By help of Bascal’s and Brianchon’s theorems may 
bo solved the following problems : 


Given five tangents a ,b',c, a’, 
b, to a conic, to draw from any 
given 'point II, lying on one of 
these tangents «<, another tangent 
to the curve (Fig. 104). 



Fit*. 104. 


If c be the required tangent, 
ab'ca'bc' is a hexagon io whicli 
Brianchon’s theorem applies. Let 
r be the diagonal connecting one 
pair ab' and a'b of opposite ver¬ 
tices, and let q be the diagonal 
connecting another such pair ca 
and c'a (where ca is the given 
point II) ; then the diagonal, 
which connects the remaining 
pair be’ and 6'^ must pass through 
the point qr. If then p be the 
straight line joining the points qr 
and b'c, the straight line which 
joins pb to the given point K is 
the required tangent. 

By assuming different positions 
for the point II, all lying on one 


Given five points A ,B',C, A , 
B on a conic, to find the point of 
intersection of the curve with any 
given straight line r drawji through 
one of these points A (Fig. 105). 


4 ' ■ 

Fig. 105. 

Tf C be the required point, 
AB'CA'BC' is a hexagon to 
which Pascal’s theorem applies. 
Let R be the point of intersection 
of one pair AB' and A'B of oppo¬ 
site. sides, and let Q be the point 
of intersection of another such 
pair CA' and r; then QR must 
pass through the point of inter¬ 
section of the remaining pair 
BC' and B'C. If then PB be 
joined, it will cut the given 
.straight line r in the required 
point C. 

t • ■ * 

By assuming different positions 
for the given straight line r, all 
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of the given tangents, and rc- passing through one of the giveji 
peating in each case the above points on the conic, and repeating 
construction, any desired number in each case the above construc- 
of tangents to the conic may be tion,any desired number of point s 
drawn. on the conic may be found. 

Brianchon’s theorem therefore Pascal’s theorem therefore 
serves to construct, by means of serves to construct, by means of 
its tangents, the conic which is its points, the conic which is de- 
detcrmined by five given tan- termined by five given points j\ 
gents *. 

162. Particular cases of the problem of Art. 161 (right). 

I. Suppose the point B to lie at infinity; the problem 
then becomes the following : 

Given four points A , B', C, A' on a hyperbola and the 
.direction of one asymptote', to find the second point'of inter¬ 
section C' of the curve with a given straight 
line r draupi through .d (Fig. 106). 

Solution. This is deduced from that of 
the general problem by taking the point \ 

B to lie at irffinity in the given direction. A 
We draw through A' a straight line m in 
this direction ; if then AB' meets m in R, 
and A'G meets r in Q, we join QR meeting 
B'G in P, and draw through P a parallel 
to m ; this parallel will cut r in the re¬ 
quired point C". 

II. Suppose the point A to lie at in- !''>«■ in¬ 
finity ; the problem is then : 

Given four points B', C, A', B on a hyperbola and the 
direction of one asymptote, to find the point of intersection of 
the curve with a given straight line r drawn parallel to this 
asymptote (Fig. 107). 8 „ 

Solution . Draw through B' a straight line parallel to the 
given direction. If this line me^t A'B in R, and if A'G meet 
rm.Q, join QR cutting B'G in P. Then if BP Jbe joined, it 
will cut r in the required point G'. 0 

III. Suppose the two points A' and B both to lie at irifinit'y. 
The problem then becomes : 

* Bhunchon, foe. cit., p*38 ; PoNcftLBT, foe. cit.. Art. 209. 
t Newton, Principia, prop. 22 ; Maclaukin, De linearum gcometricarum pro- 
pnetatibua generalibus (London, 1748), § 44. • 

1514. K 
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. Given three points A , B', C on a hyperbola and the direc¬ 
tions of both asymptotes , to find the second point of intersection 
of the curve with a given straight line r drawn through A 
(Fig. 108). 

Solution. Through the point Q, where the given straight 
line r meets a straight line drawn through G parallel to the 



direction of the first asymptote, draw a parallel to AB'. Lot 
P be the point where this parallel cuts B'G ; then a parallel 
through / to the second a symptote will cut r in the required 
point C'. 

IV. li the two points A and B' both lie at infinity, the 
problem is : 

Given three points C , A', B of a hyperbola and the direc¬ 
tions of both asymptotes , to find the 
point of intersection of the curve 
with a given straight line r draum 
parallel to one of the asymptotes 
(Fig. 109). 

Solution. Thrpugh Q, the point of 
intersection of r and CAJ, draw a 
parallel to A'B ; let P be the point 
where'this parallel meets the straight 
line drawn through C parallel to the 
other asymptote. Then if BP be joined, it will cut r in the 
required point G'. 

V. If, lastly, the points J3', C , A\ B are finite and the 
straight line AC' lies at infinity, the problem becomes the 
following: 

Given four points B', C , A', B of a hyperbola and the 
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direction of one asymptote, to find the direction of the other 
asymptote (Fig. 110). 

Solution. Through the point 11, in which A'B meets the 
straight line drawn through 
B' in the given direction, 
draw a p&rallel to CA' ; let 
P be the point where this 
parallel cuts B'C. Then if 
BP be joined, it will be 
parallel to the required di¬ 
rection. 

It will be a useful exercise 
for th^ student to deduce the constructions for these part i¬ 
cular cases from the general construction ; in order to do this 
it is only necessary to remember that to join a finite point 
to a point # lying at infinity in a given direction we merely draw 
through the former point a parallel to the given direction. 



163. Particular cases of the problem of Art. 161 (left). 

I. Supposb the point ac' to lie at infinity ; 'then the 

problem becomes the following : . * 

Given five tangents a , b', c, a', b to a conic, to draw the 
tangent which is parallel to one of them , to a, for example 
(Fig. 1H). 

Solution. Draw through the point a'c a straight line q 
parallel to a \ join ah’ and a'b 
by the straight .line r, and join 
the points qr and b'c by 
the straight line p. Then if 
through the point pb a parallel 
be drawn to a, it will be the 
required tangent. 

From a given point in the 
plane of a conic two tangents 
at most can be drawn to the 
curve (Art. 23); so that from a point lying on a given 
tangent only one other tangent can bo drawn. If then the 
conic is a parabola, it cannot have a pair of parallel tangents. 
(This has already bqen seen in Art. 157 (1).) 

II. Suppose the straight *line b to lie at infinity; the 
problem is then : 
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Given four tangents a , b', c, a' to a parabola , to draw? 
/row a given 'point II lying on one of them, a, another 
tangent to the curve (Fig. 112). 

Solution. Through the point 
ab' draw a straight line r 
parallel to a' ; join the points 
11 and a'c by the straight line 
q, and the points qr and b'c 
by the straight line p. The 
straight line drawn through 
II parallel to p will be the 
required tangent. 

III. If the straight’ line a 
lies at infinity, we have t he problem : 

Given four tangents //, c , a, b to a parabola , to draw the 
tangent which is parallel to a given straight line (Fig. 113). 

Solution. Through a’b draw 
the straight line r parallel to 
b', and through 'a'c draw the 
straight line q parallel to 
the given direction ; join the 
points qr, b'c by the straight 
line p. The straight line 
through pb parallel to the 
given direction is the tangent 
required. 

IV. If in problem II the point II assume different positions 
on a, or if in 111 the given straight line assume different 
directions, we arrive at the solution of the problem : 

To construct by means of its tangents the parabola which is 
determined by four given tangents. 






CHAPTER XVI 


DEDUCTIONS FROM THE THEOREMS OF PASCAL 
AND RRIANCIION 

164. We have already given some propositions and con¬ 
structions (Arts, lfil-163) which follow immediately from 
the theorems of Pascal and Brianchon, by supposing somo of 
the elements to pass to«inlinity. Other corollaries may be 
deduced by assuming two of the six points or.six tangents to 
approach indefinitely near to oim another *. 

]f AB'GA'BC' are six points on a conic, Pascal’s theorem 
asserts that the pencils A(A'B'CC') and B(A'B'CC'), for 
example,*are projective with one another. To the ray A B of 
the first pencil corresponds in the second the tangent at B, so 
that we may. say that the group of four lines 

AA',AB',AC,AB 
is projective with the group 

BA', BB', BC, tangent at B. m 
But this amounts evidently to saying that the point 6", 
which was at first taken to have any arbitrary position on 
the curve, has come to Ue indefi¬ 
nitely near to the point B. Instead 
then of the inscribed hexagon we 
have now the figure made up of the 
inscribed pentagon AB'CA'B and 
the tangent 6 at the vertex B (Fig. 

114); and Pascal’s theorem be-, 
comes thft following : 

If a pentagon is inscribed in a U4. 

conic , the points of intersection R , Q 

of two pairs of non-consecutive sides (4R' and A’B , AB and 
CA'), and the point P where the fifth side ( B’C) meets* the 
tangent at the opposite vertex {B), are collinear. 

This corollary may also be deduced*from the construction (Art. 84, 
right) for two projective pencils? Three pairs of corresponding rays 

* Carnot, loc. c it., pp. 45i>. 450. 
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are here given, viz. AA' and BA', AC and BC, AB' and BB'. We 
cut the two pencils by the transversals CA', CB' respectively; if R 
be the point of intersection of A'B and AB', then any pair of corre¬ 
sponding rays of the two pencils must cut the transversals CA', CB' 
respectively in two points which are collincar with R. In order 
then to obtain that ray of the second pencil which corresponds to 
AB, viz. the tangent at B, we join R to the point of intersection 
Q of CA' and AB, and join QR meeting CB' in P ; then BP is 
the required ray 6. But this construction agrees exactly with the 
corollary enunciated above. 

165. By help of this corollary the two following problems can be 
solved : 

(1) . Given five points A ,B’,C , A', B of a conic, to draw the tangent 

at one of them B (Fig. 114). * 

Solution. Join Q, the point of intersection of AB and CA', to R, 
the point of intersection of Alf and A'B ; if P is the point where 
QR tneets 'B'C, then BP will be the required tangent*. 

Particular cases. 

(liven four points of a hyperbola and the direction of one asymp¬ 
tote, to draw the tangent at one of the given points. (This is 
obtained by taking one of the points A , B', C, A' to lie at infinity.) 

Given four points of a hyperbola and the direction of one asymp¬ 
tote, to draw that asymptote. (B at infinity.) 

Given tlree points of a Ijyperbola and the directions of both 
asymptotes, to draw the tangent at one of the given points. (Two 
of the four points A , B', C, A' at infinity.) 

Given three points of a hyperbola and the directions of both 
asymptotes, to draw one of the asymptotes. (B and one of the other 
points at infinity.) c 

(2) . Given four points A , 3 , A', C of a conic and the tangent at 
one of them B, to construct the conic hy points ; for example , to find 
the point of the curve which lies on a given straight like r drawn through 
A (Fig. 114). 

Solution. Let R be the point where A'B meets r, and Q the 
point where AB meets CA' ; and let QR cut the given tangent in P. 
The point B' where CP cuts the given straight line r will be the one 
required. 

By supposing one or more of the elements of the figure to lie at 
infinity, e.g. one of the points A , A', C ; or two of these points; 
or the point A and the line r ; or the point B ; or the point B and 
one of the other points ; or the point B and the given tangent; we 
obtain the following particular cases : 

To construct by points a hyperbola, having given 
three points of the curve, the’ tangent at one of these points, 
and the direction of one asymptote ; 
or : two points, the tangent at one of them, and the directions of 
both asymptotes; • 


* XfACLAURW, IOC. Clt., § 40. 
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or : three points and an asymptote ; 

or : two points, one asymptote, and the direction of the other 
asymptote. 

Given three points of a hyperbola, the tangent at one of them, 
and the direction of an asymptote, to find the direction of the other 
asymptote. 

To construct by points a parabola, having given three points of 
the curve (lying at a finite distance) and the direction of the point 
at infinity on it. 

166. Returning to the hexagon AB'CA'BC' inscribed in 
a conic, let not only C' be taken 
indefinitely near to B , but also C 
indefinitely near to J3't The figure 
will then be that of an inscribed 
quadrangle AB'A'B together with the 
tangents at B and B' (Fig. >15), and 
Pascal’s theorem becomes the following: 

If a Quadrangle is inscribed in a 
conic, the 'points of intersection of the 
two pairs of opposite sides, and the point 
of intersection of the tangents at a pair 
of opposite vertices, are three collinear 
points. 

This property coincides with one already 
obtained elsewhere (Art. 85 ^ right). For 
considering the projective pencils of which BA and B'A, BA' and 
B'A',... are corresponding rays, it is seen that the straight line 
which joins the ]3oinl of intersection Q of BA and B'A 1 to the point 
of intersection R of B'A and BA' must pass through the point of 
intersection P of the rays which correspond in the two pencils 
respectively to the straight line joining their centres B and B'. 

167. By help of the foregoing corollary the following problems can 
be solved: 

(1). Givsn four 'points A , B', A', B of a conic and the tangent BP 
at one of them B, to draw the tangent at another of the points B' 
(Fig. 115). 

Solution. Let AB and A'B' meet in Q, and AB’ and A'B in R ; 
and let QR meet the given tangent in P 0 Then B'P will be the 
required tangent *. 

By supposing one of the given points, or the given tangent?, to 
lie at infinity, the solutions of the following particular cases are 
obtained: * 

To draw the tangeffc at a given point of a parabola, having given 

* Maclaurin, toe. cit., § 38. 
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in addition two other points on the curve, the tangent at one 
of them, and the direction of one asymptote ; or, one other point, 
the tangent at this, and the directions of both asymptotes; 
or, one other point, one asymptote, and the direction of the other 
asymptote. 

To draw the asymptote of a hyperbola when its direction is known, 
having given in addition three points on the curve and the tangent 
at one of them ; or, two points on the curve, the tangent at one of 
them, and the direction of the second asymptote ; or, two points 
on the curve and the second asymptote. 

To draw the tangent at a given point of a parabola, having given 
two other finite points on the curve, and the direction of the point 
at infinity on it. 

(2). To construct a conic by points, huvipg given three points A ,B ,B' 
on the curve and pic tangents BP , B'P at two of them; i. e. to deter¬ 
mine, for example, the point A' in which an arbitrary straight line 
r drawn through B is cut by the conic (Fig. 116). 

Solution. Join the point of intersection P of the given tangents 

to the point It where r cuts AB' ; and let 
PR cut AB in Q. If B'Q be joined, it will 
cut v in the required point A'. 

By supposing one of the points A ,B ,B' 
or one of the lines BP , B'P, r to lie at 
infinity, we shall obtain the solutions of 
the following particular cases : 

To construct by points a hyperbola, 
having given two points on the curve, the 
tangents at these, and the direction of one 
asymptote; or, one point on the curve, 
the tangent Sphere, one asymptote and the 
direction of the second asymptote ; or, one 
point on the curve and bath asymptotes. 
To construct by points a parabola,having 
given two points on the curve, the tangent at one of them, and the 
direction of the point at infinity on the curve. • 

168 . The tangents at the other vertices A and A' of the 
quadrangle ABA'B' (Fig. 116) will also intersect on the 
straight line joining the points {AB, A'B') and (AB', A'B). 
Hence the theorem of Art. 166 may be enunciated in the 
following, its complete form : 

If a quadrhngle is inscribed in a conic, the points of inter¬ 
section of the two pairs of opposite sides, and th& points of 
intersection of the tangents at the two pairs of opposite vertices, 
are four collinear points. 

If two opposite vertices of the' quadrangle be taken, to lie at 
infinity, this becomes the following : 
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If on a chord of a hyperbola, as diagonal, a parallelogram be 
constructed so as to have its sides parallel to the asymptotes, the 
other diagonal will pass through the point of intersection of the 
asymptotes. 

169. Theorem. The complete quadrilateral formed by four 
tangents t<fa conic, and the complete quadrangle formed by their 
four points of contact, have the same diagonal triangle . 

In the last two figures write 0 , D , E , G in place of 
A ', B', R,Q respectively. In the i nscribed quadrangle A BCD 



(Fig. 117) the point of intersection of the tangents at A 
and C, that of the tangents at B and D, the point of inter¬ 
section of the sides AD, BC, and that of the sides AB, CD all 
lie on one^straight line EG. If the same points A ,B,C,D 
arc taken in a different order, two other inscribed quadrangles 
ACDB and ACBD are obtained, to each of which the 
theorem of Art. 168 may be applied. Taking the quadrangle 
ACDB, it is seen that the point of interaction of the tangents 
at A and D, that of the tangents at C and B, the point' of 
intersection of the sides AB, CD, and that of the sides AC, 
BD all lie on one straight line FU. So too the quadrangle 
ACBD gives four points lying on one straight line EF ; viz. 
the points of intersection of the tangents at A and B, of the 



138 DEDUCTIONS FROM THE THEOREMS [109 

tangents at C and D , of the sides AD , CB , and of the sides 
AC,BD*. 

The three straight lines EG , GF , FE thus obtained are the 
sides of the diagonal triangle EFG (Art. 36, [2]) of the com¬ 
plete quadrangle whose vertices are the points A , B , G , D ; 
and since the same straight lines contain also the points 
in which intersect two and two the tangents a,b,c,d at 
these points, they are also the diagonals of the complete 
quadrilateral formed by these four tangents. The theorem 
is therefore proved. 

170. In the complete quadrilateral abed the diagonal /, 
whose extremities are the points he, bd , cuts the other two 
diagonals g and e in E and G respectively; these two points 
arc'theroiore harmonically conjugate with regard to ae and bd 
(Art. r>6). The correlative theorem is: The two opposite 
sides of the complete quadrangle ABGD which meet in F 
are harmonically conjugate with regard to the straight lines 
which connect F with the two other diagonal points E and G 
(Art. 67). Summing up the preceding, we may enunciate 
the following proposition,(Fig. 117) : 

If at the vertices of a {simple) quadrangle ABGD , inscribed 
in a conktangents a ,b ,c ,dbe drawn, so as to form a {simple) 
quadrilateral circumscribed to the conic , then this quadrilateral 
possesses the following properties ynth regard to the quadrangle : 
(1) the diagonals of the tivo'pass through one point {F) and form 
a harmonic pencil; (2) the points of intersection of the pairs of 
opposite sides of the two lie on one straight line {EG) and form 
a harmonic range ; (3) the diagonals of the quadrilateral pass 
through the points of intersection of the pairs of opposite sides 
of the quadrangle f. 

171. By hefp of the theorem of Art. 1G9, when we aife given four 
tangents a , b , c , d to a conic and .the point of contact A of one of 
them, we can at once find the points of contact of the three others ; 
and when we ( are given four points A,B,C.D on a conic and the 
tangent a at one of them, we can draw the tangents at the three 
other points %. 

Solution. Draw the diagonal Draw the diagonal triangle 
triangle EFG of the complete EFG of the complete quadrangle 

* Maclatjbin, loc. cit., § 50; Carnot, he' cit., pp. 453, 454. 
t Ohasx.es, Sections coniqves, Art. 121. 
t Maclaubin, he. cit., §§ 38, 39. 
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quadrilateral abed ; then AG, A BCD; then the straight lines 
AF, AE will cut b, c, d respec- joining ag, af, ae to B ,G ,D rc- 
tively in the required points of spectively will be the required 
contact B, G, D. tangents. 

172. The theorem of Art. 169 may be enunciated with 
regard to .the (simple) quadrilateral formed by the four 
straight lines a,b ,c,d; it then takes the following form, 
under which it is seen to be already included in the theorem 
of Art. 170 * : 

In a quadrilateral circumscribed to a conic, the straight lines 
which join the points of contact of the pairs of opposite sides pass 
through the point of intersection of the diagonals (Fig. 118). 

This property coincides with one already proved with regard 
to two projective ranges (Art. 85, left). For 
consider the projective ranges on* a and c as 
bases, in which ab and cb, ad and cd,... are 
corresponding points ; the straight lines which 
connect the pairs of points ab and cd, cb and 
ad respectively, must intersect on the straight 
line which connects the points corresponding 
in the two ranges respectively to ac ; but this 
is the straight line joining the points of*contact 
of a and c. 

If the conic is a hybcrbola, and wc consider 
the quadrilateral which is formed by the asymp¬ 
totes and any pair of tangents, the foregoing 
theorem expresses that the difgonals of such 
a quadrilateral are parallel to the chord which 
joins the points of^ontaet of the two tangents +. 

173. The theorem of Art. 172 gives the solution of the problem : 

To construct a conic by tangents, having given three tangents a,b,c 

and the ptrints of contact A and C of two of them; to draw, for 
example, through a given point II lying on a a second tangent to 
the curve (Fig. 118). 

Solution. , Join the point ab to the point of intersection of AC and 
II (be) ; the joining line will meet c in a point which when joined 
to II gives the required tangent d. 

If one of the points A , C or one of the given tangents be supposed 
to lie at infinity, the solution of the following particular cases is 
obtained: 

To construct by tangents a hybcrbola, having given one asympto'te, 
two tangents to the curve, and the point of contact of one of them ; 
or, both asymptotes and one tangent.* 

** • 

* Nkwton, lor. n't.. Cor. ii. to lemma xxiv. 
f Apollonius, loc. cit., iii. 44. 



Fig. 118. 
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To construct by tangents a parabola, having given the point at 
infinity on the curve, two tangents, and the point of contact of one 
of them ; or, two tangents and the points of contact of both. 

Given four tangents to a conic and the point of contact of one of 
them, to find the points of contact of the others. 


174. If in Pascal’s theorem the points A' , B r , Q' bo taken 





Fisr. 119. 


to lie indefinitely near to A , B, C 
respectively, the figure becomes 
that of an inscribed triangle 
ABC together with the tangents 
at its vertices (Fig. 119); and 
the theorem reduces to the 
following : „ 

In a triangle inscribed in a 
ctsnic, the tangents at the vertices 
meet the respectively opposite sides 


in three collinear poin&s. 


175. This gives the solution of the problem : 

(liven three points A , B , C of a conic and the tangents at two of 
them A aM B, to draw the tangent at the third point C (Fig.* 119). 

Solution. Lei P, Q be tTic points where the given tangents at 
A, B cut BC ,CA respectively ; if PQ cut AB in R, then OR is the 
tangent required. 

The following arc particular cases : 

Given two points on a hyperbola, the tangents at these points, 
and the direction of one asymptote, to construct the asymptote 
itself. 

Given one asymptote of a hyperbola, one point on the curve, the 
t angent at this point, and the direction of the second asymptote, to 
construct this second asymptote. 

Given both asymptotes of a hyperbola and one point oil the curve, 
to draw the tangent at this point. 

(From the solution of this problem, it follows that the segment 
determined oil any tangent by the asymptotes is bisected at the 
point of contact.) 

Given two points on a parabola, the direction of the point at 
infinity on the curve, and the tangent at one of the given points, 
to draw the tangent at f thc other given point. 

176. The inscribed triangle. ABC and the triangle DEF 
formed by the tangents (Fig. 119) possess the property that 
their respective sides BC and EF, CA and FD, AB and DE 
intersect in pairs in three eollihear points. The triangles are 
therefore homological, and consequently (Art. 18) the straight 
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lines AD, BE, GF which connect their respective vertices pass 
through one point 0. Thus we have the proposition : 

In a triangle circumscribed to a conic, the straight lines which 
join the vertices to the points of contact of the respectively 
opposite sides are concurrent. 

177. By help of this proposition the following problem can be 
solved: 

Given three tangents to a conic and the points of contact of two of 
them, to determine the point of contact of the third. 

Solution. Let DEF (Fig. 119) be the triangle formed by the 
three tangents, and let A , B be the points of contact of EF, FI) 
respectively. If AD and BE intersect in 0, then FO will cut the 
tangent DE in the required jJbint of contact C. 

Particular cases. • 

Given one asymptote of a hyperbola, two tangents, au(^ the point 
of contact of one of them, to dcterjnine the point of contact of*the 
other. 

Given both asymptotes of a hyperboljj, and one tangent, to deter¬ 
mine the point of contact of the latter. 

Given two tangents to a parabola and their points of contact, to 
determine the direction of the point at infinity on the curve. 

Given two tangents to a parabola, the point of contac^ of one of 
them, and the direction of the point jit infinity on the curve, to 
determine the point of contact of the other given tangent. 

178. As a particular case of the theorem of Art. 170* consider 
a parabola and the circumscribing triangle formed by the tangents at 
any two points A , B, and the straight line at infinity, which is also 
a tangent. If the tangents &b»A 
and B meet in G (Fig. 120), the 
straight line joining 0 to the 
middle point D of the chord AB 
will be parallel to the direction in 
which lies # the point at infinity 
on the curve. 

Again, if any point M be taken 
on AB, and parallels MP , MQ 
be drawn to* BO , AG respectively 
to meet AC,BG in P,Q; and if MR be drawn parallel to DC 
to meet PQ in R ; then PQ will be a tangent to the parabola, 
and R its point of contact. 

179. tJust as from Pascal’s theorenf a scries of special 
theorems have been derived, relating to the inscribed pen¬ 
tagon, quadrangle, and triangle, so also from Brianehon’s 
theorem can be deduced a scries of correlative theorems 
relating to the circumscribed* pentagon, quadrilateral, and 
triangle. 
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Suppose e. g. that two of the six tangents a, b' , c , a' , b, c' 
which form the circumscribed hexagon (Art. 153, left), 6 and 
c' for example, lie indefinitely near to one another. Since 

a tangent intersects a tangent 
indefinitely near to it in its point 
of contact (Arts. 146/ 149), the 
hexagon will be replaced by the 
figure made up of the circum¬ 
scribed pentagon ab' ca'b together 
with the point of contact of the 
side b (Fig. 121). Brianchon’s 
theorem will then become the following : 

If a 'pentagon is circumscribed to a conic, the two diagonals 
which collnecl any two pairs of opposite vertices, and the straight 
line joining the fifth vertex to the point of contact of the opposite 
side, meet in the same point. 

This theorem expresses a property of projective ranges which has 
already (Art. 85, left) been noticed. 

For consider the two projective ranges determined by the other 
tangents dn a and b as basqp. Three pairs of corresponding points 
are given, viz. those determined by a', b' , and c. Project the first 
range from the point ca' and the second from cb' ; this gives two 
pencils in perspective of which corresponding pairs of rays intersect 
on the straight line r which joins the points ah', ba'. In order then 
to obtain that point of the second grange which corresponds to the 
point ab of the first, viz. the point of contact of the tangent b, we 
draw the straight line q which joins the points ca ' and ab, and then 
the straight line p which joins cb' and qr ; thfin pb is the point 
required. But this construction agrees exactly with the theorem in 
question. 

180. By means of the property of the circumscribed pentagon 
just established the following problems can be solved : 

(1) . Given jive tangents to a conic, to deter mine the point of contact 

of any one of them *. • 

Particular case. Given four tangents to a parabola, to determine 
their points of contact, and also- the direction of the point at infinity 
on the curve. 

(2) . To construct by tangents a conic, having given four tangents 
and the point of contact of one of them. 

Particular cases. 

To construct by tangents a hyberbola of which three tangents and 
one asymptote are given. 

To construct by tangents a parabola, havfhg given three tangents 


✓\ - 



* Maclaurix, loc. c it., § 41. 
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and the direction of the point at infinity on the curve; or three 
tangents and the point of contact of one of them. 

181. The corollaries of Brianchon’s theorem which relate to the 
circumscribed quadrilateral and triangle have already been given 
(they are the propositions of Arts. 172 and 176); they are correlative 
to the theorems of Arts. 166 and 174, just as those of Arts. 164 and 
179 are correlative to one another. 

It will be a very useful exercise for the student to solve for himself 
the problems enunciated in the present chapter : the constructions 
all depend upon two fundamental ones, correlative to one another, 
and following immediately from Pascal’s and Brianchon’s theorems. 

182. The corollaries to the theorems of Pascal and Brianchon show 
that just as a conic is uniquely determined by five points or five 
tangents, so also it is uniquely determined by four points and the 
tangent at one of them, by four tangents and the point of contact 
of one of: them, by three points and the tangents at two of them, 
or by three tangents and the points of contact of two of 'them.' It 
follows that 

(1) . An infinite number of conics canrbe drawn to pass through 
three given points and to touch a given straight line at one of these 
points; or to pass through two given points and to touch at them 
two given straight lines ; but no two of these conics can have another 
point in commoh. 

(2) . An infinite number of conics can be drawn to touch a given 
straight line at a given point, and to touch two other given straight 
lines ; or to touch two given straight lines at two given points ; but 
no two of these conics can have another tangent in common. 

If then two conics touch a given straight line at the same point 
(i.e. if the conics touch one another at this point), they cannot have 
in addition moie than two common tangents or two common points ; 
and if two conics touch two given straight lines at two given points 
(i.e. if two conics tftuch one another at two points) they cannot have 
any other common point or tangent. 

Thus if two conics touch a straight line a at a point A, this point 
is equivalent to two points of intersection, and the straight line a is 
equivalent to two common tangents. 
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183. Theorem. Any trans¬ 
versal whatever meets a conic and 
the opposite sides of an inscribed 
quadrangle in three conjugate pairs 
of points of an involution. 

i 

■# 

This is known as Desargues* 
theorem *. 

Let QRST (Fig. 122) Ke a 
quadrangle inscribed in a conic, 


Correlative Theorem. The 
tangents from an arbitrary point to 
a conic and the straight lines which 
join the same point to the opposite 
vertices of any circumscribed quad¬ 
rilateral form three conjugate pairs 
of rays of an involution . 

Let qrst (Fig. 123.) be a quad¬ 
rilateral circumscribed about a 


«/ 



and let s be, any transversal cut- conic; from any point S let 
1 ing the conic in P and P', and tangents p , p' be drawn to the 
the sides QT , HS , QR, T8 of the conic, and let the straight lines 
quadrangle in A,A',B,B' re- a , a\ b , b' be drawn which join 
spectiveiy. S to the vertices qt ,rs, qr, ts of 

the quadxilateral respectively. 


* Desarques, loc . cit ., pp. 171, 170. 
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The two pencils which join 
the points P, R, P', T of the 
conic to Q and S respectively arc 
projective with one another (Art. 
149), and the same is therefore 
true of the groups of points in 
which these pencils are cut by 
the transversal. That is, the 
group of points PBP'A is pro¬ 
jective with the group PA'P'B', 
and therefore (Art. 45) with 
P'B’PA' ; consequently (Art. 
123) the three pairs of points 

PP', AA\ BB' * 

are in inVolution. 

184. This theorem, like that of 
Pascal (Art. 153, right), enables 
us to construct by points a conic 
of which fivopoints P,Q ,R,S } T 
are given. For if (Fig. 122) an 
arbitrary transversal s be drawn 
through P, cutting QT, RS, QR , 
TS in A , A', B , B' respectively; 
and if (as in Art. 134) the point 
P' be found, conjugate to P in 
the involution determined by the 
pairs of points A , A' and B , B '; 
then will P' be another point op 
the conic to be constructed. 

185. The pair of points G , C’ 
in which the transversal cuts the 
diagonals QS and RT of the 
inscribed cfliadranglc belong also 
(Art. 131, left) to the involution 
determined by the points A , A' 
and B ,B'. , 

Moreover, since the points 
A , A' and B , B' suffice to deter¬ 
mine the involution, the points 
P, P' are a conjugate pair of 
this involution for every conic, 
whatever be its nature, which 
circumscribes the quadrangle 
QRST. 

Thus: 

Any transversal meets the conics 

1514 ] 


The two groups of points in 
which q and s are cut by the 
tangents p , r , p', t are projec¬ 
tive with one another (Art. 149), 
and the same is therefore true 
of the pencils formed by joining 
these points to S. That is, the 
group of rays php'a is projec¬ 
tive with the group pa'p'b', and 
therefore (Art. 45) with p'b'pa '; 
consequently (Art. 123) the three 
pairs of rays • 

pp', aa\ bb' 

are in involution# 

• 

This theorem, hkC that* of 
‘Brianqhon (Art. 153, left), cn- 
ablcjAis to construct by tangents 
a conic of which five tangents 
p ,q ,r ,s ,t are given. For if 
(Fig. 123) an arbitrary point S 
be taken on p, and thy point be 
joined to the points qt ,rs , qr , Is 
respectively by the rays a, ab , b r ; 
and if (Art. 134) the ray p' be 
constructed, conjugate" to p in 
the involution determined by the 
pairs of rays a , a' and b , b' ; then 
will p' be another tangent to the 
conic to be constructed. 

The pair of rays c, c' which 
connect S with the points of 
intersection qs and rl of the 
opposite sides of the circum¬ 
scribed quadrilateral belong also 
(Art. 131, right) to the involu¬ 
tion determined by the rays a , a' 
and b , 

Moreover, since the rays a , a’ 
and b , 6' suffice to determine the 
involution, the rays? p , p' are a 
conjugate pair of this involutiqn 
for every conic, whatever be its 
nature, which is inscribed in the 
quadrilateral qrst. 

Thus : 

The pairs of tangents drawn 
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circumscribed about a given quad¬ 
rangle in pairs of points forming 
an involution. 

If the involution has double 
points, each of these is equivalent 
to two points of intersection P 
and P' lying indefinitely near to 
one another ; and will therefore 
be the point of contact of the 
transversal with some conic cir¬ 
cumscribing the quadrangle. 

There are therefore either two 
conics which pass through four 
given points Q, R, $, T and 
touch a given straight line s (not 
passing through any of the given 
points), or there is no co.'io which 
satisfies these conditions. c 

186. If, from among tli' six 
points AA', BB', PR' ot an 
involution, five arc given, the 
sixth is determined (Art. 134). 
If then in Fig. 122 it is sup¬ 
posed that the conic is given, 
and that the quadrangle varies 
in such a way that the points 
A , A', fi remain fixed, then also 
the point B' will remain invari¬ 
able ; consequently: 

If a variable quadrangle move 
in such a tcag as to remain always 
inscribed in a given conic, while 
three of its sides turn each round 
one of three fixed coll inear points, 
then the fourth side will turn round 
a fourth fixed point, coll incar with 
the three given ones. 


from any point to the conics 
inscribed in a given quadrilateral 
form an involution. 

If the -involution has double 
rays, each of these is equivalent 
to two tangents p and p' lying 
indefinitely near to cmc another ; 
and will therefore be the tangent 
at S to some conic inscribed in 
the quadrilateral. 

There are therefore either two 
conics winch touch four given 
straight lines q ,r, s ,t and pass 
through a given point S (not 
lying on any of the given lines), 
or there is no conic which satisfies 
there conditions. 

If, from among the six rays 
aa', W, pp of arf involution, 
five, arc given, the sixth is 
determined (Art. 134). If 
then in Fig. 123 it is supposed 
that the conic is given, and 
that the quadrilateral varies in 
such a way that the rays a , a', b 
remain fixed, then also the 
ray // will remain invariable; 
consequently: 

If* variable quadrilateral move 
in such a way as to remain always 
circumscribed to a given conic , 
while three of its vertices slide 
each along one of three fixed con¬ 
current straight lines, then the 
fourth vertex will slide along a 
fourth filled straight line, concur¬ 
rent with the three given ones. 


187. The theorem of the preceding Art. (left) may be ex¬ 
tended to the case of any inscribed polygon having an even 
number of sides. Suppose such a polygon to have 2 n sides, 
and to move in such a way that 2n~l of these pass respec¬ 
tively through as many fixed points all lying on a straight 
line s (Fig. 124). Draw the diagonals connecting the first of 
its vertices with the 4 th , 6 th , 8 th ,... 2(n — \) th vertex, thus 
dividing the polygon into n -1 simple quadrangles. In the 
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first of these quadrangles the first three sides (which are 
the first three sides of the polygon) pass respectively through 
three fixed points on s ; therefore also the fourth side (which 
is the first diagonal of the polygon) will pass through a fixed 
point on s . In the second quadrangle the first three sides 
(the first diagonal and the fourth and fifth side of the 
polygon) pass respectively through three fixed points on s ; 
therefore the fourth side (the second diagonal of the polygon) 



will pass through a fixed point on s* Continuing in the same 
manner, we arrive at the last quadrangle and find that the 
fourth side of this ( i.e . the 2 n Ul side of the polygofi) passes 
through a fixed point on s. We may therefore enunciate the 
general theorem : • 

If a variable polygon of an even number of sides move in such 
a way as to remain always inscribed in a given conic, while all 
its sides but one pass respectively through as many fixed points 
lying on a straight line, then the last side also will pass through 
a fixed point collinear with the others *. 

If tangents can be drawn to the conic from the fixed 
point round which the last side turnS, and if each of these 
tangents is considered as a position of the last side, the two 
vertices which lie on this side will coincide and the polygon 
will have only 2 n — \ vertices. Thg point of contact of each 
of the two tangents will therefore be one position of one of 
the vertices of a polygon of 2n-l sides inscribed in the 
conic so that its sides pass respectively through the 2 n — 1 
given collinear points. 


* Poncelet, loc. cit., Art. 513. 
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188. The solution of the correlative theorem is left as an 
exercise to the student: the enunciation is as follows : 

If a variable polygon of an even number (2 n) of sides moves 

so as to remain always circum¬ 
scribed to a given conic , while 
all its vertices but one slide along 
as many fixed straight lines radiat¬ 
ing from a centre, then the last 
vertex also will slide along U fixed 
straight line passing through the 
same centre (Fig. 125). 

If the straight line on which 
this last vertex slides tout the 
conic in two points, and if the 
tangents at these be drawn, each 
of them will be one position of 
a side of a polygon of 2w-l 
sides circumscribed about the 
conic so^that its vertices lie each on one of the 2»-lgiven 
concurrent straight lines. 



189. If in Fig. 122 it be sup¬ 
posed thftt the points S and T lie 
indefinitely near to one another 
on the conic, or in other words 
that ST is the tangent at $ v then 
the quadrangle QRST reduces to 
the inscribed triangle QTtS and 
the tangent at S (Fig. 126), so 
that Desargues’ theorem becomes 
the following: 

If a triangle QRS is inscribed 
in a conic, and if a transversal s 
meet two of ifo sides in A'and A', 
the third side and the tangent at 
the opposite vertex in B and I}', 
and the conic itself in P and P', 
these three pairs of points are in 
involution. 

190. This theorem gives a 
solution of the problem : Given 
five points P, P', Q, R, S on , 
a conic, to draw the tangent at any 
one of them S. 


If iri Fig. 123 the tangents 
s and t be supposed to lie indefi- 
nitclyncar to one another, so that 
st becomes the point of contact of 
$he tangent s, then the quadri¬ 
lateral qrst reduces to the circum¬ 
scribed triangle qrs and the point 
of contact of s (Fig. 127), so that 
the theorem correlative to that of 
Desargues becomes the following: 

If a triangle qrs is circum¬ 
scribed about a conic, and if from 
any point S there be drawn the 
straight lines a , a'* to two of its 
vertices, the straight lines b,b'to the 
third vertex and the point of contact 
of the opposite side, and the tan¬ 
gents p ,p' to the conic, then these 
three pairs of raysareininvolution. 

This theorem gives a solution of 
the problem : Given five tangents 
p ,p',q ,4' istoa conic, to find the 
point of contact of any one of 
them s. 
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For if A , A', B (Fig. 1^6) arc 
the points in which the straight 
line PP' cuts the straight lines 
QS, SR, RQ respectively, we con- 



Fig. 126 . 


For if a, a', b (Fig. 127) are the 
rays joining the point pp' to the 
points qs , sr ,rq respectively, we 
construct (as in Art. 134) the ray 



Eig. 127. 


struct (as in Art. 134) the point 
B' conjugate to B in the involu¬ 
tion determined by the two pairs 
of points A , A' and P ,P' \ then 
B'S will be the required tangent. 

191. If in Fig. 126 it be now 
supposed in addition that the 
points Q and R also lie inde¬ 
finitely near to one another on 
the conic, i.e. that QR is the 
tangent at Q, then the inscribed 
quadrangle QRST is replaced by 
the two tangents at Q and S and 
their chordnof contact QS counted 
twice (Fig. 128). 

Since the # straight lines QT, 
RS now coincide, A and A' will 
also coincide in one point, which 
is consequently one of the double 
points of the involution deter¬ 
mined by the pairs of conjugate 
points P, P r and B, B'. In this 
case, then, Desargues’ theorem 
becomes the following : . 

< • 

I/a transversal cut two tangents 
to a conic in B and B', their chord 


V conjugate to b in the involu¬ 
tion determined by the»two pairs 
of rays a , a' and p , p', then b's 
will be the required point of con¬ 
tact. 


If in Fig. 127 it be-now sup¬ 
posed in addition that the tan¬ 
gents q and r lie indefinitely near 
to oqe another, i. e. that qr is the 
point of contact of the tangent q , 
then the circumscribed quadri¬ 
lateral qrst is replaced by the 
points of contact of the tangents 
q and s and the point of intersec¬ 
tion qs of these tangents counted 
twice (Fig. 129). 

Since? the point* qt, rs now 
coincide in a single point qs, the 
rays a and a' will also coincide 
in a single ray a, which is conse¬ 
quently one of the double rays of 
the involution determined by the 
pairs of conjugate rays p , p' and 
6, b’. The theorem correlative to 
that of Desargues then becomes 
the following: 

Ifa given 'point S be joined to 
two points on a conic by the 
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of contact in A, and the conic itself 
in P and P', then the point A is 
a double point of the involution 
determined by the pairs of points 
P , P' and B , B'. 


Or, differently stated: 

If a variable conic pass through 
tivo given points P and P' and 


o 



Fig. 128. 


touch tivo given straight lines, the 
chord which joins the points of 
contact of these tivo straight lines 
will always pass through a jixed 
point on PP r . 

If the tangents QU , STJ vary 
at the same time with the conic, 
while the points P, P', B, B' re¬ 
main fixed, the chord of contact 
QS must still always pass through 
one or other gf the double points 
of the involution determined by 
the pairs of points P,P'undB, B'. 
If then four collinear points P,P', 
B , B' are given and any copie is 
drawn through P and P', and 
then the pairs of tangents from 
B and B' to this conic ; then if 
each tangent from B is taken, to¬ 
gether with each tangent from 
B\ four chords of contact will be 
obtained, which intersect one an- 


slraigltt lines b , b', and to the 
point of intersection of the tan¬ 
gents at these points by the straight 
line a; and if from the same 
point S there be drawn the two 
tangents p ,p' to the conic; then 
a is a double ray of the involution 
determined by the pairs of rays 
p , p' and b, b'. 

Or, differently stated: 

If a variable conic touch two 
given straight lines p and p' and 



pass through two given points, the 
tangents at these tivo points will 
hi ways intersect on a straight line 
passing through pp\ 

If the points of contact of q and 
s vary at the same time with the 
conic, while the straight lines 
p, p', b, b' remain fixed, the point 
of intersection qs must still always 
lie on one or other of the double 
rays of the involutioh determined 
by the pans of rays p, p' and b, b'. 
If then four concurrent straight 
lines p, p’, b, b' are given and any 
conic is drawn touching p and p', 
and then the two pairs of tan¬ 
gents to this conic at the points 
where .it is cut by b and b '; 
then if tlm> tangents at the two 
points on b are combined with 
the tangents at the two points on 
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other two and two in tlie»double 
points of the involution deter¬ 
mined by P, P' and B ,B' *. 

192. From the theorem of the 
last Article (left) is derived a 
solution of the problem : Given 
four points P,P', Q ,8 on a conic 
and the tangent at one of them Q, 
to draw the tangent at any other 
of the given points 8 (Fig. 128). 

For if A,B are the points in 
which PP' cuts QS and the given 
tangentftrespectively, and we con¬ 
struct the point B' conjugate to 
B in the involution determined 
by the pair of points P,I* and 
the double,, point A ; then the 
straight line 8B' will be the tan¬ 
gent required. 


h', each with each, four points of 
intersection will be obtained, 
which lie two and two on the 
double rays of the involution de¬ 
termined by p , p' and b , b'. 

From the theorem of the last 
Article (right) is derived a solu¬ 
tion of the problem : Given four 
tangents p , p', q , s to a conic and 
the point of contact of one of them 
q, to determine the point of contact 
of any other of the given tangents 
s (Fig. 129). * 

For if a , b are the rays which 
connect pp' with qs and with the 
given point of* contact respec¬ 
tively, and we oousJUmct th<j ray 
b' conjugate lo b in the involu- 
tion/dclermined by the pair of 
ra 3/3 p , p' and the double ray a ; 
then sb' will be the required 
point of contact. 


193. Consider again the theorem of Art. 191 ; and suppose that 
the conic is a hyperbola, and that itf* asymptotes are the tangents 
given (Fig. 130). The chord of contact 
QS lies in this case entirely at infinity; 
so that the involution (PP', BB',...) has 
one double point at infinity, and therefore 
(Arts. 59, 125) the other double point 
is the common point of bisection of ’the 
segments PP', BJi', ... We conclude that: 

If a hyperbola and its asymptotes be cut 
by a transversal, the segments intercepted by 
the curve and by the asymptotes respectively 
have the same middle point. 

From this it follows that 

PB = B'P' and PB' =>BP' f, 

which givel a rule for the construction of a hyperbola when the two 
asymptotes and a point on the curve are given J. 



194. Consider once more the 
theorem of Art. 191 (left), and 
suppose now that the points P 
and P' are indefinitely near to one 
another, i.e. let the transversal 
be a tangent to the conic (Fig. 


Consider once more the theorem 
ofcArt. # 191 (right), and suppose 
now that the tangents p and p' lie 
indefinitely near to one another, 
i.e. let the point 8 lie on the 
cbnic itself (Fig. 132). The tan- 


* Brianchon, toe. cit., pp. 20, 21. 
t Ibid., ii. 4. 


f Apollonius, toe. cit., ii. 8, 16. 
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131). Its point of contact P will 
be the second double point of the 
involution determined by the pair 
of points B, B' and the double 
point A; consequently (Art. 125) 
P and A are harmonic conjugates 


v 



with regard to B and B '; and 
we conclude that: 

In a triangle UBB' circum¬ 
scribed to a conic, any side U B' 
is divided harmonically by its 
;point of contact P and the point 
where it meets the chord QS joining 
the points of contact of the other 
two sides. 

* 

195. From A a second tangent 
can be drawn to the conic ; let its 
point of contact be 0. Since the 
four points P,A ,B ,B', which have 
been shown to be harmonic, are 
respectively the point of contact 
of the tangent <4B, and th&three 
points where this tangent cuts 
three other tangents OA, QB,SB r j 
respectively, it follows that the 
tangents AB, OA , QB , SB’ \yill 
be cut by every other tahgent in 
four harmonic points (Art. 149); 
i.e. they are four harmonic tan¬ 
gents (Art. 151). And since the 
chord of contact QS of the con¬ 
jugate tangents QB , SB' passes 
through A the point of intersec- 


gent to*the conic at S will be the 
second double ray of the involu¬ 
tion determined by the pair of 
rays b , V and the double ray a ; 
consequently (Art. 125) p and a 
are harmonic conjugates with 



regard to b and V ; and we con¬ 
clude that: 

In a triangle ubb' inscribed in 
a conic, any two sides b and V 
are harmonic conjugates with re¬ 
gard to the tangent p at the vertex 
in which they meet and the straight 
line joining this vertex to the point 
of intersection of the tangents q 
and s at the other two vertices. 

The straight*line a cuts the 
conic in a second point; let the 
tangent at this be o. Since the 
four rays p, a, b, b f , which have 
been shown to be harmonic, are 
respectively the tangent at S, and 
the straight lines which join S to 
three other points on the conic 
(the points of contact of o, q, and 
s), it follows that the straight 
lines connecting these four points 
with any other point on the conic 
will form a harmonic pencil (Art. 
149); i.e. the four points are 
harmonic (Art. 151). And since 
the point oi intersection of the 
tangents q and a lies on the chord 
of contact of the tangents p and 
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tion of the tangents at l f and 0, 
we have the theorem: 

If the chord of contact of one 
fair of tangents to a conic pass 
through the point of intersection of 
another pair of tangents , then each 
pair is harmonically conjugate 
' with regard to the other. 

And conversely: 

If four tangents to a conic are 
harmonic , the chord of contact of 
each pair of conjugate tangents 
passes through the point of inter¬ 
section of the other pair. * 


o, we have the theorem: 

If the point of intersection of 
the tangents at one pair of points 
on a conic lie on the chord joining 
another such pair of points , then 
each pair is harmonically conju¬ 
gate with regard to the other. 

And conversely: 

If four points on a conic are 
harmonic, the point of intersection 
of the tangents at each pair of con¬ 
jugate points lies on the chord 
joining the other pair. 


196. These two correlative propositions can be combined into one 
by virtue of the property already established (Arts. •HG, 149) that 
the tangents at four liariqpnic points (p. a conic arc themselves 
harmonic, and conversely. We may tbm enunciate as follows : 

If a pairof tangents to a conic meetSin a point lying on the chord 
of contact of another pair , then also the second pair will meet in a point 
lying on the chord of contact of the first ; and the four tangents (and 
likewise their points of contact) will form a harmonic syslent, *. 

Thus in Fig. 131 QS passes through A, the point of intersection 
of PA and OA, and similarly OP passes through U, the point of 
f intersection of QB and SB' ; and the pencil U (QSPA) is harmonic, 
and likewise the pencil A ( OPQU ). 

In Fig. 132 the point qs lies on a, the chord of contact of o and p, 
and similarly the point op lies qn the straight line u which joins the 
points of contact of q and s ; and the. range u ( qsap ) is harmonic, 
and the range a {opqu) also. 

197. Example.* Suppose the conic to be a hyperbola (Fig 133). 
Its asymptotes arc a pair of tangents whose 
chord of contact QS is the straight line at 
infinity; consequently the chord joining the 
points of contact of a pair of parallel tangents 
will pass through the .point of intersection 
U of the qpymptotes; and conversely, *if 
through U a transversal be drawn, the tan¬ 
gents at the points P and 0, where it cuts 
the curve, will be parallel. The point U 
will lie midway between P and 0, since ii^ 
general UVPO (Fig. 131) is a harmonic 
range, and in this case V lies at infinity. 

Any tangent to the curve cuts the asymptotes in two points B 
and B' which are harmonically conjugate with regard to the point 

* Da la Hike, lod cit., book i. prop. 30. Steineb, he. cit., p. 159, § 43; 
Collected Works, vol. i. p. 346. 
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of contact P and the point where the taitgent meets the chord of 
contact of the asymptotes ; but this last lies at infinity; therefore 
P is the middle point of BB'. Thus 

The part of a tangent to a hyperbola which is intercepted between 
the asymptotes is bisected at its point of contact *. 

This proposition is a particular case of that of Art. 193. 

198. Theorem f. If a quadrangle is inscribed in a conic , the 
rectangle contained by the distances of any point on the curve from 
one pair of opposite sides is to the rectangle contained by its distances 
from the other pair in a constant ratio. 

In Fig. 122, the pairs of points P and P', A and A', B and B' 
being, by Desargues’ theorem, in involution, the anharmonic ratios 
(PP'AB) and ( P'PA'B') are equal to one another, or 
PA PB PJP P'B\ PB' PA' 

P‘A : P'B~ PA' : PB' ~P'B' : P'A' 

Bpt PA ’^JP'A is equal to the ratio of the distances (measured in • 
any the same direction) V the points P and P' from the straight lino 
QT , and the other ratios iir\he foregoing'equation may be interpreted 
similarly ; we have therefor^ 

(A) . (B) Jjn . (A') 

(A) ’ (B)'-(B')' • (Aj'> 

(A) . (A') (A)'JA')' 

(B) .t f B'r(B)' .(By’ 

where (A), (A'), (B), (B’) denote the distances of the point P from 
the sides QT, lit S', QR, BT respectively of the inscribed quadrangle 
QRST, and (A)', ( A ')', (B)', (B')' denote similarly the distances of 
the point P' from these sides respectively. (These distances may be 
measured either perpendicularly or dbliquely, so long as they are all 
measured parallel to one another.) The ratio 

(A)(A')/(Ji)(B’) 

is therefore constant for all points P on the conic ; which proves 
the theorem. 

199. T iieorem. If a quadrilateral is circumscribed ahq/it a conic, 
the rectangle contained by the distances of one pair of opposite vertices 
from any tangent is to the rectangle contained by the distances of the 
other pair frotq the same tangent, in a constant ratio {. 

In Fig. 123 let the vertices qr , qt , st , sr of the circumscribed 
quadrilateral qrst be denoted by R , T , T v It x respectively; let the 
points where the tangents p , p meet the side q be called P , P' 
respectively §, and let the points where these same tangents meet the 
side s be called P v Pf respectively. Since by the theorem corre¬ 
lative to that of Desargues, the pairs of rays p and p', a and a', 

* Apollonius, loc. cit., ii. 319. , 

t To this Chast.es haw givon the name of PArrusf' theorem, since it corresponds 
to the celebrated ‘ problema ad quatuortlineas ’ of this ancient geometer. Cf. 
Aperfu, historique, pp. 37, 338. • 

t Chaslks, Sections coniques, Art. 26. § V is not shown in the figure. 
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b and b', are in involution, the anharmonio ratios {bapp') and 
( b'a'p'p) are equal to one another. Hence by theorem (2) of 
Art. 149, 

(RTPP') = (T X R X P X P X ) 

=(R 1 T l P 1 P x ) by Art. 45 ; 

RP m RP '. R X P X RJ\‘ 

Tp ■ T P'~ T x l\ : T X P X ’ 

, RP.T X P X RP'.T X P' 

W enC ° TP . R X P X ~ TP’. R X P X 

But RP: TP is equal to the ratio of the distances (measured in 
any the same direction) of the points R and T from the straight line 
p ; so also T X P X : R X P X is the ratio of the distances of the points 
T x and R x from the same Straight line p. The foregoing equation 
therefor expresses that the ratio 

RP. T X P X : Tb. R X P, 

is constant for every tangent p to the A)iiic ; winch proves the 
theorem. ■» * 



CHAPTER XVIII 


SELF-CORRESPONDING ELEMENTS AND DOUBLE ELEMENTS 


200 . Consider two projective fiat pencils, concentric or 
non-concentric. Through their common centre or through 
their two centres 0 and O' draw a conic or a circle, and 
let this cut the rays of the first pencil in A , B , G ,... and 
those of the second in A' B', O', ... . Project the^e two 
series of points from t\ o new points O l9 0\ (or from the same 
point) lying on the cfynic; the .two projecting pencils 
0 1 (ABG...) and 0\ (A'B‘0' ...) are by Art. 149 projective 
with the two given pencils 0 (ABO ...) and O' {A'B'C ...) 
respectively ; and are therefore projective with one another. 

The two series of points ABO ... and A'B'C '... are said to 
form two projective ranges qn the conic *. 

I. Now project these two ranges (Fig. 134) from two of 
their corresponding points, say from A' and A. The pro¬ 
jecting pencils 

A' (A , B , 0 ,...) and .1 (A', B', O', ... ) 
will be projective with one another ; and since they have the 

self-corresponding ray AA’, they are 
in perspective. Corresponding pairs 
of rays will therefore (Art. 80) inter¬ 
sect on a fixed straight line* so that 
AB' and A'B, AG' and A'O, AD' and 
A 'D ..., will meet' on one straight line 
s. If any point be taken on s, the 
straight lines joining it to A and A' 
will cut the conic again in another pair of corresponding 
points of the ranges ABOb ... and A'B'C'D' .... 

If instead of A' and A any other pair of corresponding 
points had been taken as centres of projection, say B' and B, 
the same straight line s would have been, arrived at. For 

* Bella vitis, Saggio di Qeometria derivata (Nuovi Saggi dell’ Accademia di 
Padova, vol. iv. 1838, p. 270, note). 



Fig. 134. 
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since AB'CA'BC' is a'hexagon inscribed in a conic, it follows 
by Pascal’s theorem that the point of intersection of B'C 
and BC' must lie on the straight line which joins the point of 
intersection of A'B and AB' to that of A'G and AC (Art. 153, 
right). 

II. Any point M in which the conic and the straight line s 
intersect is a self-corresponding point of the two ranges 
ABC... and A'B'C' ... . For if M , M' be corresponding 


.9 




points of the two ranges, it lias been seen that A’M, AM' 
must intersect ons; if then M Jie on s, M' must coincide 
with M ; i.e. a pair of corresponding points of the two 
ranges are united at M. 

The two ranges will therefore have two self-corresponding 
points , or only one, or none at all, 
according as the straight line s cuts the 
conic in two points (Fig. 135), touches 
it (Fig. 136), or does not cut it (Fig. 137). 

III. From what precedes it is clear 
that two projective ranges of points on 
a conic are determined by three pairs of 
corresponding points A and A', B and 
B', C anti C . For in order to find 
other pairs of corresponding points, 
and the self-corresponding points (when 
such exist), wo have only to construct 
the straight line s which passes through the points of inter¬ 
section of the three pairs of opposite sides of the hexagon 
AB’CA'BC' (Figs. 98, 134, 135). The self-corresponding 
points will thei\ be the points? whore s cuts the conic, and any 
number of pairs of corresponding points can be constructed 
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by help of the property that any pair D and D' are such that 
the lines A'D and AD' (or B'D and BD', or C'D and CD') 
intersect on s *. 

201. Instead of projective ranges of points on a conic we may 
consider projective series of tangents to the same. Let o, o' be two 
projective ranges of points (either collinear or lying on different 
straight lines as bases). Describe a conic to touch o and o', and 
draw to this conic, from each pair of corresponding points A and A', 
B and B', C and C',... the tangents a and a', b and b', c and c',.... 
If now these two series of tangents are cut by two other tangents 
o l and o'i, two new ranges of points will be obtained, which are 
projective with the given ranges respectively (Art. 149), and are 
therefore projective with one another. 

Two series of mngents to a conic are said to be projective zvith one 
another when they are cut by any other tangent to the curve in two 
projective ranges. 1 

I. Suppose the first serieLof tangents*to be cut by the tangent a', 
and the second by the tangent a. The two projective ranges so 
formed arc in perspective, since they have the self-corresponding 
point aa'; the straight lines which join the pairs of corresponding 
points a'b- and ah', a'c and ac',... will therefore pass through one 
point S. This point does not change if another pair of tangents 
b' and b are taken as transversals ; for by Brianchon’s theorem the 
straight lines which join the three pairs of opposite vertices a'b and 
ab', a'c and ac', b'c and be'- of the circumscribed hexagon ab'c a'bc' 
must meet in a point (Art. 153, left). 

II. If the point S is such that tangents can be drawn from it to 
the conic, each of them will be a sef-corresponding line of the two 
projective series of tangents abc... and a'b'c '... . 

[The proof of this is analogous to that of the corresponding pro¬ 
perty of two projective ranges of points on a conic (Art. 200, II).] 

III. Two projective series of tangents to a conic are determined 
by three pairs of corresponding lines a and a', b and b'. c and c\ 
For in order to find other pairs of corresponding lines, and the self- 
corresponding lines (when such exist), we have only to construct 
the point of intersection #.of the diagonals which join two and two 
the opposite vertices of the circumscribed hexagon ab'ea'bc'. The 
self-corresponding lines will be the tangents from S to the conic, 
and any pair of corresponding lines d and d' may be constructed by 
means of the property 1 hat the points ad and ad' (or b'd and bd', 
or c'd and cd', ...) are collinear with S. 

IV. A range of points A,B,0,... on a conic and a series of 
tangents a, b, c, ... to the same are said to be projective with one 
another, when the pencil formed by joining A , B ,C , ... to any point 
on the conic is projective with the range determined by a , b , c, ... 
on any tangent to the conic. 

* Steiner, loc. c/7., p. 174, § 40, iii.; Collected Works, vol. i. p. 357. 
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A range ol points A , $ ,C, ... on a conic, or a series of tangents 
a t b,c, ... to the same, is said to be projective with a range of points 
on a straight link, or a pencil (flat or axial), when this last-mentioned 
range or pencil is projective with the pencil formed by joining 
ABC ... to any point on the conic or with the range determined by 
a, b, c, ... on any tangent to the conic. 

V. These definitions premised, we may now include under the 
title of one-dimensional geometric form not only the range of collincar 
points, the flat pencil, and the axial pencil, but also the range of 
points on a conic and the series of tangents to a conic * ; and with 
regard to these we may enunciate the general theorem: Two one¬ 
dimensional forms which are each -projective with a third (also of one 
dimension) are projective with one another (cf. Art. 41). 

VI. From these definitions it follows also that theorem (3) of 
Art. llO^may be enunciated in the following manner : 

Any series of tangents to a conic is projective with the range formed 
by their points of contact. f ' 

VII. Let A , B , C, ... and A', B\ O', .j. be two projective ranges 
of points on a conic, and let a,b,c, ... ana a', b’, c, ... be the tangents 
at these points. The scries of tangents a, b, c, ... and a', b' } o', ... 
arc projective with the series of points of contact A , B ,C, ... and 
A\ B’, C, ... respectively, and are therefore projective with one 
another. Let s be the straight line on which the pairs of straight 
lines such as AB' and A'B, AC and A'.C, BC and B'C .. intersect; 
and let S be the point in which meet the straight lines joining pairs 
of points such as ab' and a'b, ac' and a'c, be' and b’c, .... If s cuts the 
conic in two points M and N, these must be the self-corresponding 
points of the ranges ABC ... and A'B'C' ... ; the tangents m and n 
at M and N respectively must therefore be the self-corresponding 
lines of the projective scries abc ... and a’b'c... ; consequently the 
straight lines m and n will meet in S. 

VIII. From thfe foregoing it follows that for the consideration of 
a series of tangents can always be substituted that of their points 

of contact, and vice versa. 

• 

202. Instead of considering any two projective pencils as 
in Art. 200, take aa involution of straight lines radiating 
from a point O. Suppose these to be cut by a conic passing 
through 0 in the pairs of points A and A', B and B', C and 
C",... , and let these points be joined to any other point 0 1 
on the conic. Since by hypothesis^Art^. 122, 123) the pencils 
0 (AA'BC...) and 0 {A'AB'C' ...) are projective with x one 

* The introduction of these now one-dimensional forms enables us now to add 
to the operations previously made use of (section by a transversal straight lino 
and projection by straight lines radiating from a point) two others, viz. section of 
a flat pencil by a conip passing through*the centre of the pencil, and projection of 
a range of collinear points by means of the tangents to a conic which touches the 
base of the range. 
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another, the pencils O x (AA'BC ...) and O t (A'AB'C '...) are 
so too (Art. 149); and therefore the rays issuing from O x 
form an involution also. In this case we say that the two 
projective ranges of points ABC ... and A'B'G'... on the conic 
form an involution ; or that there is on the conic an involution 
formed by the pairs of conjugate points AA', BB', GG ',... *. 

I. Similarly, if there is given an involution of points on a straight 
line o and if from the pairs of conjugate points there be drawn 
tangents a and a', b and b' t c and c',... to a conic touching o, these 
will bo cut by any other tangent to the conic in ah involution of 
points ; in thisrease we say that aa f , 66', cc',... form an involution 
of tangents to the conic (cf. Art. 201). 

II. If several pairs of tangents aa', bb', cc '... to a conic form 
an involution, their points 0) contact AA', BB', CC', ..."form an 
involution also, and conversely (Art. 201, YI). 

203. Of the six poin ts A , B f , C , A', B, G' on a conic 
considered in Art. 200, let- G' lie indefinitely near to A, and 
C indefinitely near to A'. The projective ranges (ABC ...) or 
(ABA'...) and (A'B'G '...) or (A'B’A...) will then form an 
involution (AA', BB ',...) and the inscribed hexagon is 
replaced by the figure made up of the inscribed quadrangle 
AB'A'B and the tangents at the opposite vertices A and A' 
(Figs. 11 ui 138). We conclude that 

An involution of points on a conic is determined by two pairs 
AA', BB'. 

I. In order to find other pairs of conjugate points, it is 
only necessary to construct the straight line s-which joins the 
point of intersection of AB' and A'B to that of AB and A’B '; 
i.e. to draw the straight line joining the points of intersection 
of the pairs of opposite sides of the inscribed quadrangle 
AB'A'B. The points where s cuts the conic are the double 
points. Pairs of conjugate points will be constructed by 
remembering that any pair G and G' are such that the 
straight lines AG and A'G' (or AG' and A'G, or BG and 
B'G', or B'Ci and BG') intersect on s. 

II. The tangents dt a pair of conjugate points, such as 
A and A', B and B ' } ... likewise intersect on the straight 
line s (Art. 166). 

III. Since the pairs of sides BG and BLC, GA and C'A', 

\ 

* Staudt, Beilriige zur Geometrie der Lage (Nurnberg, 1856-57-60), Arts. 70 
sqq. 
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AB and A'B' of the triangles ABC, A'B'C' intersect in three 
points lying on a straight line s, the triangles.are homological 
(Art. 17) *, and the straight lines 
AA', BB', CC' will meet in one 
point S. But A A' and BB' suffice 
to determine this point; accord¬ 
ingly : 

Any pair of conjugate points of 
the involution are collinear with a 
fixed point S ; or 

Every straight line drawn through 
S to cut the conic determines on it 
a pair of conjugate points of the 
involution. 

IV. It has been seen, that if s 
cuts the conic in two points M and 
N, these are the double points ot 
the involution. The tangents at 
M and N will therefore meet in 8. 

V. Conversely, the pairs of points in which a conic is cut by 

the rays of a pencil whose centre S does not lie on the curve form 
an involution. • 

For if A and A', B and B' are the points of intersection 
of the curve with two of* the rays, these two pairs A A' 
and BB' determine an involutioh such that the straight 
lino joining any pair of corresponding points always passes 
through a fixed point, viz. 8. If the involution has double 
points, these are the intersections of the conic with the 
straight line s which joins the point of intersection of AB and 
A’B' to that of AB' and A'B. 



VI. If fr*m different points of* a straight line s pairs of tangents 
a and a', b and b', c and c', ... be drawn to the conic, these form an 
involution. For if A and A', B and B', 0 and C, ... are the points of 
contact of the tangents a and a', b and b', c and o', . i . respectively, 
and S is the point of intersection of th6 ehoiids A A' and BB', then in 
the involution determined by the pairs A , A' and B , B' the straight 
line joining any other pair of conjugate points will pass through 
The point C and its conjugate lie therefore on a straight line passing 
through 8, and th§ tadgents at these points must meet on the 

* The triangles A'BC and AB'C', AB'C and A'BC', ABC' and A'B'C are 
likewise homological in pairs. 
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straight line joining the points act' and bb 10 , i.e. on s; the conjugate 
of C is therefore C. This shows that A and A', B and B', C and O' 
form a range of points in involution, and that consequently a and a ', 
6 and b f , c and c’ form a series of tangents in involution. 

VII. If M and N are the double points of an involution AA\ 
BB’, CC', ... of points on a conic, it has been seen that AB , A’B', 
MN are three concurrent straight lines (the same is the case with 
regard to AB 1 , A'B, MN). In consequence then of theorem V, 
above, we conclude that: 

If A A' and BB' are two pairs of conjugate elements of an involu¬ 
tion, and MN the double elements, then MN, AB, and A'B' (and 
similarly MN, AB', and A'B) are three pairs of conjugate elements 
of another involution. 

VIII. The straight line s cuts the conic (see below, Art. 
254) when the point S lies outside the conic (Fig. 138),"that is, 
when the arcs AA' and BB' do not overlap one another; 
when these arcs overlap?, the point S lies within the conic and 



the straight line s docs not cut the latter (Fig. 139). We 
therefore arrive again j at the property already proved in 
Art. 128, viz. that 

An involution has two double elements when any two pairs of 
conjugate elements are such that they do not overlap ; and it 
has no double elements when they are such that they do overlap. 

In no case can an involution, properly so called, have only 
one double element. For if s were a tangent to the conic, 
$ would be its point of contact, and of every pair of conjugate 
points one would coincide with S (cf. Art. 1?5). 

204. If ( MNAB ...) and ( MNA'B '...) are two projective 
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Fig. 140. 


ranges of points on a conic, M and N will be the self-corre¬ 
sponding points, and the straight lino MN will pass through 
the point of intersection of AB' and 
A'B (Art. 200). Now let B' be sup¬ 
posed to lie indefinitely near to A 
and similarly B to A', so that the 
straight lines AB' and A'B become 
in the limit the tangents at A and 
A' respectively (Fig. 140). Since now 
MNAA' and MNA'A are groups of 
corresponding points of two projec¬ 
tive ranges, the two pencils mnaa' 
and mUa'a formed by joining them 
to any point O on the conic will be projbctivc ; !md therefore 
mnaa' is a harmonic pencil (Art. 83\ We thus arrive again 
at the second theorem of Art. 19^ (right); viz. 

If four points M , N , A , A' on a conic are harmonic, the 
tangents at one pair of conjugate points, say A and A', intersect 
on the chord MN joining the other pair; 

and its correlative (Art. 195, left). 

If four tangents to a conic are harmonic, the point of inter¬ 
section of one pair of conjugates lies on the chorU of contact of 
the other pair. 

From the former of thejJe it follows that if through the 
point of intersection S of the tangents at M and N straight 
linos be drawn # cutting the conic in A and A', B and B', G 
and O ',... respectively, any of these pairs of points will bo 
harmonically conjugate with regard to M and N. The 
tangents at A and A', B and B', 

G and G', ... will therefore intersect 
in pairs ojj. the straight line MN. 

In other words: 

If from any point there be drawn 
to a conic two tangents and a secant, 
the two points of contact and the two 
points of intersection form a harmonic 
system. . 

The points (AAA), (BB'), (fC'), ... form an involution 6f 
which M and N are the double points (Art. 203, III, IV). 
We therefore arrive again at the property of an involution 
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that if it lias two double elements these are separated har¬ 
monically by any pair of conjugate elements (Art. 126). 


205. Suppose now that the conic is a circle (Fig. 141). From the 
similar triangles SAM, SMA', 

AM : MA ':: SM : SA', 
and from the similar triangles SAN, SNA' 

AN : NA':: SN : SA '; 

.-. AM : AN : : A'M : A'N, (since SM= SN), 
or AM. A'N=AN. A'M. 

But by Ptolemy’s theorem (Euc. vi. D), 

AA'. MN=AM. A'N+AN. A'M. 

If then M , N, A , A' are four harmony points on a circle, 
l AA'.MN^£M.A'N=AN.A'M. 

206. The properties .established in Art. 200 and the following 
Articles lead lit once to the solution of the important problem : 

To construct the self-corresponding elevnents of two superposed pro¬ 
jective forms, and the double elements of an involution. 

I. Let two concentric projective pencils be given, which are detcr- 



Fig. 


142. 


mined by three pairs of corresponding rays (Fig. 142); it,is required 
to construct their self-corresponding rays. 

Through the common centre O describe any circle, cutting the 
three given pairs of rays in A and A', B and B', C and O' 
respectively. Let AB', A'B meet in R, and AC', A'C in Q ; if 
the straight line QR cut the circle in two points M and N, then 
OM , ON will be the required seif-corresponding rays. 

II. Let A and A', B and B', C and O' (Fig. 143) be three pairs 
of corresponding points' of two collinear ranges ; it is required to 
construct the self corresponding points. 

Describe any circle touching the common base o of the two ranges, 
and to this circle draw from tjie given points the tangents a and a', 
b and b', c and c'. Let r be the straight line which joins the points 
ah', a'b, and q that which joins the points ac', a'c. If the point qr 
lie outside the circle and from it the tangents wj and n be drawn to 
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the circle, then the points om, on in which these meet the base will 
be the required self-corresponding points of the two ranges. 
Otherwise (Fig, 144): 

Draw any circle whatever in the plane and take on it any point 



K 


Fig. 144.* 

0. From 0 project the given points upon the circumference of the 
circle, and let A x and A x% , B x and B x ^ C x and O x bo the projections 
of A and A', B and B', C and Q' respectively. Join A X B X ,A X B X 
meeting in R, and A X C X , A X C X meeting in Q (or B X 0 X , B X G X 
meeting in P). If tjie straight line PQR cut the circle in two points 
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M x , N x , and these be projected from tli^ point 0 back upon the 
given base o, then their projections M , N will be the required 
self-corresponding points of the given ranges *. 

III. In (I) let the two pencils be in involution (Fig. 145), and let it 
be required to find the double rays. 

Two pairs of conjugate rays suffice now to determine the 
pencils. Draw through the centre 0 any circle cutting the given 


n 



rays in A and A\B and B' respectively. Let AB', A'B meet in R, 
and AB , A'B' in Q ; if the straight line QR cut the circle in two 
points M and N, then OM , ON will be the required double rays of 
the involution. * 

IV. Let A and A', B and B' be two given pairs of conjugates of an 



involution of points on a straight line; it is required to find the double 
points (Fig. 146). 

Draw any circle in the plane and take on it any point 0. From 
0 project the ^iven points upon the circumference of the circle, and 
let A x and Af, B x and 2?/ be'the projections of A and A', B and B' 
respectively. Let A x B Xi A 1 , B l meet in R, and A t B x , A X B X in Q. 
If QR cut the circle in M x , N v and these points be projected from 
0 back upon the given straight line, then their projections M , N 
will be the required double points. 

* Steiner, loc. cit., pp. 68 and 174, §§ 17 and 46; Collected Works, vol. i. 
pp. 285, 356. 
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* Otherwise: 

Describe a circle touching the base AB ... (Fig. 147), and draw to 
this circle from the points A and A\ B and B', the tangents a and a ', 
6 and respectively. Let r be the straight line which joins the 



points ab\ a'b , and q that which joins the points ah , a'b'. If the 
point qr lie outside the circle, the tangents m and n from this point 
to the circle will cut the base line of the involutionjn the required 
double points. * 

207. Theorem. A 'pencil in involution is either such that 
every ray is at right angles to its conjugate , or else it contains 
one and only oye pair of conjugate rays including a right angle. 

Consider again Art. 206, III; if the point of inter¬ 
section 8 of the straight lines AA', BB \... is the centre of 



the circle (Fig. 148) then AA\ BB ',... aro all diameters, and 
therefore each ray OA , OB ,... will be at right angles to its 
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conjugate OA', OB' . In this cage then the involution 

is formed by a series of right angles which have their common 
vertex at 0. 

But if S is not the centre of the circle (Fig. 149), draw 
the diameter through it; if 0 and O' lire the extremities of 
this diameter, the rays 00 , OC will include a right angle. 
But these will be the only pair of conjugate rays which 
possess this property, since through S only one diameter can 
be drawn. 

208. This proposition is only a particular case of the 
following one f 

Two superposed involutions (or such as are contained in the 
same one-dimensional form) have always a pair of conjugate 
elements in common, except in the case where the involutions 
have double elements and the double elements of the one overlap 
those of the other. 

Take two involutions of rays having a common centre 0, 
and let a circle drawn through 0 cut the pairs of con¬ 




jugate rays of the first involution in the pairs of points 
(AA’, BB',...) and those of the second in (GG', HH' 

Let S be the point of intersection of AA', BB',... and T that 
of GG', Illl',... . if the straight line ST cut the circle in 

_ r * 

two points E and E’, these will be a conjugate pair of each 
involution, since they are collinear with S and with T also. 
Let us now examine in what cases ST will cut the circle. 

In the first place, it.,will'certainly do so if one at least of 
the points S, T lies within the circle (Art. 203, VIII), i. e. if 
one at least of the involutions has no double elements 
(Figs. 150, 151). 

Secondly, if both the points >S ,T lie outside the circle, 
i. e. if both the involutions have double elements, then the 
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straight line ST may or may not cut the circle. If OM, ON 
are the double elements of the first involution, OU ,OV 
those of the second, the rays OE , OE' must be harmonically 
conjugate both with regard to OM , ON and with regard to 
OU, OV ; but (Art.70fin order that there should exist a pair of 
elements which are at the same time harmonically conjugate 
with regard to each of the two pairs OM, ON and OU, OV, 



the circle (Fig. 152) ; whejeas if they do overlap, ST will 
not cut the circle (Fig. 153). The two involutions have 
therefore a commou pair of conjugate elements in all cases 
except this last*, viz. when they both have double elements 
and these overlap. 

• 

[In Figs. 150, 151 and 152, arc shown cases of two involutions 
having a common pair of conjugate elements E and E' ; Fig. 153 
on the other hand illustrates the case where no such pair exists.] 

209. The preceding problem, viz. that of determining the common 
pair of conjugate elements of two involutions superposed one upon 
the other, depends upon the following, viz. to determine (in a range, 
in a pencil, or on a conic) a pair of elements which am harmonically 
conjugate with Regard to each of two given j/fiirs. This problem jias 
already been solved, for the ease of a range, in Art. 70; the following 
is another solution: 

Suppose that we have t to deal with a range of points lying <jn 
ft straight line. Take any circle and a point X) on it, and project the 
given points from 0 upon the circumference ; let M , N and U , V 
be their projections (Fig. 152). Let the tangents at M and N to the 
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circle meet in S, and the tangents at U find V in T. If the pair 
MN does not overlap the pair UV, then ST will cut the circle in 
two points E and E\ which when projected back from 0 upon the 
given straight line will give the points required. 

210. The double points of the involution determined by the pairs 
A , A ' and B , B' are the common pair of conjugate elements of two 
other involutions; one of these is determined by the pairs A , B 
and A', B', the other by the pairs A , B' and A', B (Art. 203, VII). 

From this follows a construction for the double points of an involution 
of collinear points which is determined by the pairs A , A! and B , B'. 
Take any point G outside the base of the involution and describe 
the circles GAB , GA'B' ; they will meet in another point, say in H. 
Similarly let AT'be the second point of intersection of the circles 
-GAB ', GA'B. Every circle passing through G and II meets the base 
in a pair of conjugate points of the involution AB , A'B' (Art. 127); 
so too every circle passing through G and K gives a pair of conjugate 
points of the 'involution AB ', A'B. If then the circle GIIK be 
described and it meet the base, the two points of intersection will 
be the double elements of the involution A A', BB' *. 

211. It follows from the foregoing that the determination of the 
self-corresponding points of two projective ranges ABC... and 
A'B'O' ... on a conic (and consequently of the self-corresponding 
points of any two superposed projective forms) reduces to the con¬ 
struction of the straight line s on which intersect the pairs of straight 
lines AB' and A'B , AC' and'A'C , BC’ and B’C , ... Similarly the 
determination of the double points of an involution A A', BB ',... 
depends on tM construction of the straight line s on which intersect 
the pairs of straight lines AB and A'B' , AB' and A'B ,... or the 
pairs of tangents at A and A', B and B ',.... 

Conversely, if any straight line s (which does not touch the conic) 
is given, an involution of points on the conic is thereby determined ; 
for it is only necessary to draw, from different points of s, pairs of 
tangents to the conic, and the points of contact will be pairs of 
conjugate points of an involution. 

But, on the other hand, in order that two projective ranges of 
points ABC ... and A'B’C' ... may be determined, there must be 
given, in addition to the straight line s, a pay! of conjugate points A 
and A' also ; then the straight lines joining A and A' to any point 
on s will cut the conic in a pair of corresponding points *B' and B. 

Two projective ranges of points determine an involution ; for they 
determine the straight line s, which determines the involution. If 
the two ranges have two self-corresponding points, these will also 
be the double points of the involution. 


* Chasles, G&om&lrie supirieure, Art. 263« 
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PROBLEMS OF THE SECOND DEGREE 

212. Problem. Given Jive Problem. Given five tangents 
points 0, O', A ,B ,G on a conic, o, o', a, b, c to a conic, to draw 
to determine the points of inter- a pair of tangents to the curve 
section of the curve with a given from a given point S. 
straight line s. 

Solution. Join any twt> of Consider the points where two 
the points 0,0' to each of the of the tangents o , o' are met 
others A , B ,C (Fig. 154); the by the others a,b ,c (Fig. 155); 
pencils 0 (A, B, G ,...) and the ranges o (a ,b, c ,...) and 



Fig. 154. * , Fig. 155. 

O'(A,B ,G,...) will be projective, o' (a, b, c ,...) will he projective, 
and will cut the transversal s and if projected from S as centre 
in points forming two collinear wilj give two concentric projec- 
projective ranges. tive perfbils. 

A point M which corresponds Any ray m which corresponds 
to itself in these two ranges will to itself in these two pencils will 
also be a point on the conjc, since alro be a tangent to the conic, 
a pair of corresponding rays of since a pair of corresponding 
the two pencils mjust meet in M. points of the two ranges o and 
The points of intci section of the o' must lie on m. The tangents 
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conic with the straight line s are 
therefore found as the self-corre¬ 
sponding points of the two colli- 
near ranges which arc determined 
on s by the three pairs of corre¬ 
sponding rays OA and O'A , OB 
and O'B , OC and O'C. There 
may be two such self-correspond¬ 
ing points, or only one, or none 
at all; consequently the straight- 
line s may cut the conic in two 
points, or it may touch it, oi; it 
may not meet it at all. The con¬ 
struction of the self-correspond¬ 
ing points the nisei vcs may be 
effected by either of the methods 
explained in Art. 20G, II. 

213. In a similar manner the 
problem may be solved if tL?re 
l)c given four points 0,0', A ,B 
on a conic and the tangent o at 
one of them 0 ; or three points 
0,0', A and the tangents o and 
o' at two of them 0 and O'. In 
the first case the two pencils are 
determined by'the three pairs of 
rays o and O'O , OA and O'A, 
OB and O'B ; and in the second 
case by the three pairs o and 
O'O , 00' and o', OA and O'A. 

If however there be given five 
tangents, or four tangents and 
the point of contact of one of 
them, or three tangents and the 
points of contact of two of 
them, we may begin by first 
constructing such of the points 
of contact of the tangents as, 
are not already given (Arts. 180, 
17.1, 177) ; the problem will then 
reduce to one of the cases given 
above. 


from S to the conic are therefore 
found as the self-corresponding 
rays of the two concentric pencils 
which are determined by the rays 
joining S to the three pairs of 
corresponding points oa and o'a , 
ob and o'b , oc and o'c. There 
may be two such self-correspond¬ 
ing rays, or only one, or none at 
all; consequently there can either 
be drawn from the point S two 
fangents to the conic, or S is a 
point on the conic, or else from S 
no tangent at all can bo drawn. 
The construction of the self- 
corresponding rays themselves 
may be effected by the method 
explained in Art. 206, I. 

In a similar manner the pro¬ 
blem may be solved- if there be 
given four tangents o, o', a , b to 
a conic and the point of contact 
0 of one of them o; or three 
tangents o, o', a and the points 
of contact 0 and O' of two of 
them o and o'. In the former 
case the three pairs of points 
which determine the two ranges 
are 0 and o'o , oa and o'a , ob 
and o'b ; in the latter case they 
are 0 aud o'o, oo' and O', oa 
and o'a. 

If however there be given five 
points on the conic, or four points 
and the tangent at orte of them, 
or three points and the tangents 
at two of them, we may begin 
by first constructing such of the 
tangents at the points as are 
not already given (Arts. 165, 
171,175) ; the problem will then 
reduce to one of the cases given 
above. 


214. fn the construction given in Art. 212 (left) suppose that the 
conic is a hyperbola and that the i;iven straight line s is one of the 
asymptotes (Fig. 156). The collinear projective ranges determined 
on s by the pencils 0 (A ,B , 0 ,...) and O' {A ,B ,C,...) will have 
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in this case one self-corresponding point, and this (being the point 
of contact of the hyperbola and the asymptote) will lie at an infinite 
distance. But in two collinear rauges whose 
self-corresponding points coincide in a single 
one at infinity, the segment intercepted 
between any pair of corresponding points is 
of constant length (Art 103). We therefore 
conclude that 

If from two fixed points 0 and O' on a 
hyperbola there be drawn two rays to cut one 
another on the curve , the segment PP' which 
these intercept on either of the asymptotes is 
of constant length *. 

215. If in Art. 212 (ieft) # the straight line be taken to lie at* 
infinity, the problem becomes the following : . 

Given five points 0 , O', A , B , C on a conic, to determine the points 
at infinity on it (Fig. 157). ' * 

Consider again the projective pencils 0 (A , B , C ,....) and 
O' (A , B , C , ...), which determine on the straight line at infinity s 



two collinear ranges whose self-corresponding points arc the required 
points at infinity on the conic. Since each of these self-corresponding 
points must lie not only at the intersection of a pair of corresponding 
rays of the two pencils but also on the line at infinity s, the corre¬ 
sponding rays which meet in such a point must be parallel to bne 
another ; the problem therefore reduces to the determination of the 
pairs of corresponding rays of the two pencils which arc parallel to 
one another. 



♦ Bhianciion, loc . cit ., p. 36. 
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In order then to solve the problem we draw through 0 the parallels 
OA', OB', OG' to O’A , O'B, O'G respectively, and then construct 
(Art. 206,1) the self-corresponding rays of the two concentric pencils 
which arc determined by the three corresponding pairs OA and OA’, 
OB and OB', OG and 00'. If there are two self-corresponding rays 
OM and ON, the conic determined by the five given points is a 
hyperbola whose points at infinity lie in the directions OM, ON; 
i.e. whose asymptotes are parallel to OM and ON respectively. 

If there is only one self-corresponding ray OM, the conic deter¬ 
mined by the five given points is a parabola whose point at infinity 
lies in the direction OM. 

If there is no self-corresponding ray, the conic determined by the 
five given points is an ellipse, since it does not cut the straight line 
at infinity. h 

If in the first ease (Fig. 157) it is desired to construct the asymp¬ 
totes themselves of the. hybcrbola, we consider this latter as deter¬ 
mined by the two points at infinity and three other points, say 
A,B, and G; in other words, we regard the hyperbola as generated 
by the two projective pencils, one of which consists of rays all 
parallel to OM, and the othei of rays all parallel to ON, and which 
are such that one pair of corresponding rays meet in A, a second 
pair in B, jand a third pair in C. The rays which correspond in the 
two pencils respectively to the straight line at infinity (the line 
joining the centres of the pencils) will be the asymptotes required. 

Let then a , b , c (Fig. 157) be the rays parallel to OM which pass 
through A , B.C respectively, and let a', b', o' be the rays parallel 
to ON whien pass through the same points respectively. Join the 
points db' and a'b and the points be' and b'c, and let K be the point 
of intersection of the joining lines ; the straight lines drawn through 
K parallel to OM and ON will be the required asymptotes. 

216. Problem. Given Jive ‘points A , B , G, D, E on a conic, to 
draw the tangents from a given point S to the conic. 

This problem also can be made 
to depend on that of Art. 212 
(left), by making use of the pro¬ 
perties of the involution (Art. 203) 
obtained by cutting the conic by 
transversals drawn through S. 

Join SA , SB (Fig. 158); these 
(; straight lines will cut the conic 
again in two new points A' and B', 
' which can be determined (making 
use of the ruler only, and without 
drawing the curve) by means of 
Pascal’s theorem (Art. 161, right). 

Fig. 158. (In the figure the points A' and 

B' have been constructed by means 
of the hexagons A DC BE A' and BEGADB ' respectively. Now let 
the point of intersection of AB and A'B' be joined to that of AB' 
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and A'B ; the joining line s will pass through the points of contact 
of the tangents from S (Art. 203). The problem therefore reduces 
to that of determining the points of intersection of the conic and 
the straight line s (Art. 212, left). 

217. The problem, To find the points of intersection of a given 
straight line s and a conic which is deter mined by five given tangents 


may similarly be made to depend 
on that of Art. 212 (right), by 
making a construction (Fig. 159) 
analogous to the foregoing one. 

And the problem, To draw 
through a given point a straight 
line which shall divide a given 
triangle into two parts having to 
one another a given ratio , may be 
solved by reducing it to the follow¬ 
ing construction : To draw from 
the given point a tangent to a 
hyperbola of which the asymptotes 
and a tangent are known. 

These are left as exercises to the 
student. 



218. Problem. To construct 
a conic which shall pass through 
four given points Q , R , S , T , 
and shall touch a given straight 
line s which does not pass through 
any of the given points. 



Solution. Let A , A 1 , B , B> 
be the points where the sides 
QT , RS , QR , ST respectively 
of the quadrangle QRST cuti 
the straight line s (Fig. 160). 
Construe^ the double points (if 


To construct a conic which shall 
touch four given straight lines 
q , r , s , t, and shall pass through 
a given point S which'does not lie 
on any of the given lines. 



Let a ,a’,b ,6' be the rays 
joining the point S to the ver¬ 
tices qt , rs , qr , st respectively of 
the quadrilateral qrst (Fig. 161). 
Construct the double rays (if 
such exist) of the involution 
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such exist) of tlic involution dc- determined by the pairs of rays 
termined by the pairs of points a and a', b and b'. 

A and A', B and B’. 

If there arc two double points If there are two double rays 
M and N, each of them will be m and n, each of them will be 
(Art. 185, left) the point of con- (Art. 185, right) a tangent at 
tact with s of some conic cir- S to some conic inscribed in 
cumscribcd about the quadrangle the quadrilateral qrst. ’ Each of 
QRST. Each of the conics the conics qrslm, qrstn therefore 
QRSTM, QRSTN therefore gives gives a solution of the problem ; 
a solution of the problem; and and these conics can be con- 
these conics can be constructed structed by tangents by help of 
by points by help of Pascal’s Brianehon’s theorem (Art. 161, 
1 theorem (Art. 161, right). left*). 

If however there are no double If however there are po double 
points, there is no eojaic which rays, there is no conic which 
satisfies the conditions of the satisfies the conditions of the 
problem. problem. 

219. If in the foregoing Ait. (left) the straight line s be taken to 
lie at infinity, the problem becomes the following : » 

To construct a parabola which shall pass through four given points 
Q ,R ,S ,T. 

To solve it, take any point 0 (Pig. 162), and through it draw 
the rays a , a', b , b' parallel respectively to the straight lines 
QT , RS , QR , ST ; and construct the double rays (if such exist) 
of the involution determined by the pairs of rays a and a', b and 6\ 
Each of these double rays will determine the direction in which lies 
the point at infinity on a parabola*passing through the four given 

points ; the problem therefore reduces to 
the last problem of Art. 165. If however 
the involution has no' double rays, no 
parabola can be found which satisfies the 
conditions of the problem. 

Through four given points therefore can 
be drawn either two parabolas or none ; 
in the first case ^he other conics which 
'pass through the given points are ellipses 
and hyperbolas; in the second case they 
are al’ hyperbolas. The first case occurs 
when each of the four points lies outside 
the triangle formed by the other three 
FiR. 1G2. (i. e. when the quadrangle formed by. the 

four points is non-reentrant) ; the second 
case when one of the four points lies within the triangle formed by 
the other three (i.e. when the' quadrangledormed by the four points 
is reentrant). « 

220. If in Art. 218 (right) one of the straight lines q , r , s ,t lies 
at infinity, the problem becomes the following: 
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To construct a 'parabola which shall touch three given straight lines 
and shall pass through a given point. 


221. Problem. To construct 
a conia which shall pass through 
three given points P, P', P" and 
shall touch two gipen straight lines 
q and s, neither of which passes 
through any of the given points. 

Solution. This depends on the 
theorem of Art. 191 (left). Join 
PP', and consider it as a trans¬ 
versal which cuts the conic in 
P and P\ and the pair of tan¬ 
gents q and s in the two points 
B and B' (Fig. 1G3). If A and A x 



To construct a conic ivhich shall 
touch three given straight lines 
p , p\ p" and shall pass through 
two given points Q and S, neither 
of which lies on any of the given 
straight lines. 

The solution depends on the 
theorem of Art. 191 (right). Con¬ 
sider pp' as a point from which 
the tangents p acid p' have been 
drawn to the conic, and the rayS| 
h and b' to the two points Q and 
S (Fig. 101). Tf a and a 1 are 


r 



arc the double points of the in¬ 
volution d«termined by the two 
pairs of points Pand P', B and B', 
the chord of contact of the conic 
and the tangents q and s must 
ass through one of these points, 
y the theorem quoted above. 
Repeat the same reasoning for 
the case of the transversal PP", 
which cuts q and s in D and Tf ; 
if C and (7, are the double points 
of the involution determined by 
the two pairs of points P and P", 
D and D", the chord of'contact, 
must similarly .pass through 
C or Ch. The problem admits 

1514 ' i 


the double rays of the involution 
determined by the two pairs of 
rays p and p', b and l/, the point 
of intersection of the tangents at 
Q and S to the conic must lie on 
one of these rays, by the theorem 
quoted above. Repeat the same 
reasoning for the case of the point 
pp" % from which arc drawn the 
rays d ^md d" to the points 
Q and S ; if c and c t are the 
double rays of the involution'de¬ 
termined by the two pairs of rays 
p and p", d and d", the point of 
intersection of the tangents must 
similarly lie on c or c x . The 
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therefore of four solutions ; viz. 
when the two involutions 
(PP', BB') and {PP\ DD") 
both have double points, there 
are four conics which satisfy the 
given conditions. If the double 
points arc A , A 1 and C , C x 
respectively, the chords of con¬ 
tact of the four conics and the 
tangents q and s are AC , A X C , 
AC X , and A X C X . Of each of these 
conics five points are known, viz. 
P, P', P", and the two points 
Df intersection of AC (or of A X C, 
or AC X , or A X C X , as the case may 
be) with q and s ; they can 
accordingly be constructed by 
points by means of Pascal’s 
theorem (Art. 161, right). 

222. Problem. To construct a 
given straight lines (each on each), 
given 'points {each through each *). 


problem admits therefore of four 
solutions ; viz. when the two in¬ 
volutions (pp r , W) and {pp”, dd”) 
both have double rays, there are 
four conics which satisfy the 
given conditions. If the double 
rays are a, a x and c, c x respec¬ 
tively, the points of intersection 
of the tangents at Q and S to 
the four conics are ac , a x c, ac x , 
and a x c x . Of each of these conics 
five tangents are known, viz. 
p, p, p", and the two straight 
lines? which join ac (or a x c, or ae Xi 
or a x c x , as the case m%y be) to 
Q and $; they can accordingly 
be constructed by tangents by 
means of Brianchon’s theorem 
(Art. 161, left). 

polygon whose vertices' shall lie on 

and whose sides shall pass through 



Solution. For the sake of simplicity suppose that it is required 
to construct a quadrilateral, whose vertices 1 , 2 , 3 , 4 shall lie 
respectively on four given straight lines , s % , s 3 , s 4 , and whose 
sides 12,23,34,41 shall pass respectively through four given points 
^12 > ^23 > ^34 > S 4X (Fig. 165). The method and reasoning will be the 
same as for a polygon of any number of'sides. Take any points 
A x , B x , C x ,... on s x and project them from $ 12 as centre upon s 2 ; and 

* PoNCELET, foe. CJf., p. 345. t 
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let A 2 , B 2 , C' 2 ,... be their projections. Project A 2 , B 2 , C' 2 ,... from 
/S'jg as centre upon s 3 , and let A 3 , B 3> C 3 ,... be their projections. 
Project A a , B 3 , C 3 ,... from S 34 as centre upon s 4 , and let A 4 , B 4 , C 4> ... 
be their projections. Finally project A 4 , B 4i C 4> ... from S 41 as centre 
upon s lt and let A , B , (J ,... be their projections. 

The points S 12 , , S 34 , S 41 are the centres of four projectively 

related pencils; for the first and second are in perspective (since 
their pairs of corresponding rays A X A 2 , B X B 2 ,... and A 2 A 3 , B 2 B 3> ... 
intersect on s 2 ), the second and third are in perspective (pairs of 
corresponding rays intersect on s 3 ), and similarly the third and fourth 
are in perspective (pairs of corresponding rays intersect on s 4 ). Con¬ 
sequently (Art. 150) pairs of corresponding rays of the first and 
fourth pencils (such as A X A 2 and A 4 A) will intersect on a conic ; or 
in other words the locus of # the first vertex of the variable quadri-* 
lateral whose second, third, and fourth vertices (A 2 , A. } , A 4 ) slide 
respectively on three given straight lines (,v 2 , ,s- 3 , .v,) and whose sides 
(A 1 A 2 , A 2 A 3 , A 3 A 4 , A 4 A) pass respectively through four given points, 
is a conic*. This conic passes through the points *S' J2 , >S’, n , the. 
centres of the pencils which generate it; in order therefore to deter¬ 
mine it, three other points on it mustfbe known ; the intersections 
of the threepaits of corresponding rays A X A 2 and A 4 A, B x B 2 and B 4 B, 
C\C 2 and C\G will suffice. It is then only necessary further to con¬ 
struct (Art. 212) the points of intersection M and N of the straight 
line &*, with the conic determined by these live points ; either M or N 
can then be taken as the first vertex oft the required quadrilateral. 

This construction may be looked at from another point of view. 
The broken lines A X A 2 A 3 A 4 A , B x B 2 B :i B x B , and (\( \( './>\ X G mav be 


regarded as the results of so many attempts made, to construct the 
required quadrilateral; these attempts however give polygons which 
are not closed, for A does not in general coincide with A x , nor B 
with B x , nor C with C\. These attempts and all other conceivable 
ones which might similarly be made, but which it is not necessary 
to perform, give on the straight line s, two ranges A X B X C X ... and 
ABG... ; one being traced out by the first vertex and the ot her by 
the last vertex of the open polygon. These ranges are projective 
with one another, since the second has been derived from the first 
by means of projections from ti 12 , , tf 34 , *S 41 as centres, and sec¬ 

tions by the-transversals s 2 , s 3 , s 4 , s x . Ea«Ji of the. self-corresponding 
points therefore of the two ranges will give a solution of t he problem ; 
for, if the first vertex of the polygon be taken there, the last vertex 
will also fall on the same point, and the polygon will be closed. 

In the following examples also th<? method remains the same, 
whatever be the number of sides of the polygon which it is 
required to construct. ' 


* This theorem, viz. that ‘ if a simple polygon move in such a way that its 
sides pass respectively through given points and all its vertices except ono slide 
respectively along given straight lincs?thcn the remaining vertex will deseribo 
a conic,’ is due to Maclauein (Phil. Trans., London, 1735). Of. Chasles, Aperfu 
historique, p. 150. 

N 2 
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223 Problem. To inscribe in a given * conic a polygon whose sides 
pass respectively through given points. 

Solution. Suppose that it is required to inscribe in the conic a 
triangle whose sides pass respectively through three given points 
S x , S 2 , S 3 (Fig. 166). Let us make three trials. Take then any 
three points A , B , C on the conic; join them to S x and let the 
joining lines cut the conic again in A x , B x , C x ; join these points 
to So and let the joining lines cut the conic again in A 2 , B 2 , C 2 ; 

finally join these points to S 3 and let 
the joining lines cut the conic again 
in A', B\ G". Since the point 
finally arrived at, A' or B' or G v 
does not in general coincide with 
the corresponding starting-point A 
or B or C, we shall hav^, instead 
of an inscribed triangle as required 
by the problem, three polygons 
AAjA 2 4', BB x B 2 B\ Ct\G\C which 
are not closed. But since, by a 
* series of projections» from S x , 
S 2 , S 3 in succession as centres, we have passed torn the range 
A , B , C.j ... to the range A x , B x , C\, ..., from this last to A 2 , 
B 2 , 0 2 , ..., and from this to A', B 1 , it follows that the 

range of points A , B, C ,..., with which we started is projective with 
the range of points A', B', C', '..., with which we ended (Arts. 200,201, 
203). The problem would be solved if one of the points in the latter 
range coincided with its correspondent in the former. If then the 
two projective ranges ABC ... and A'B'C'... have self-corresponding 
points, each of these may be taken Ms the first vertex of a triangle 
which satisfies the given conditions. We have therefore only to 
determine (Art. 200,11) the straight line on which intersect the three 
pairs of opposite sides of the inscribed hexagon ‘’AB'CA'BC’, and 
to construct (Art. 212) the points of intersection M and N of this 
straight line with the conic ; each of them will give a solution of 
the problem f. ' * 

224. By a similar method may be solved the correlative problem : 
To circumscribe about a given conic (i.e. one which is either 
completely drawn or delei mined by five tangents) a polygon whose 
vertices lie respectively on given straight lines. 

Suppose that it is required to circumscribe about the conic a 
triangle whose vertices lie respectively on the straight lines 
*i > s 2 > *3 (Fig- 167). 'Jake* any point A on the conic and draw 
the tangent a at it; from the point where this tangent cuts 
draw another tangent a t (let its point of contact be A x ) ; from 
the point where a t cuts s 2 draw a third tangent a 2 (let its point 
of contact be A 2 ); finally, from the poip.t where a 2 cuts s 3 draw 

the tangent a\ and let its point iof contact be A'. The problem 

* 

* t. e. either completely traced or determined by five given points, 
f Poncelet, Joe. cit., p. 352. 1 
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would be solved if the point A* coincided with A, i.e. if the tan¬ 
gents a' and a coincided with one another. Suppose that other 
similar trials have been made, taking other arbitrary points B, 
C ,... on the conic to begin with; then we shall arrive in succession 
at the ranges of points A,B,C,..., A X ,B X , C\ , ..., A 2 , B 2 ,C 2 . 
and A’, B', C', ... , which are all projectively related to one 
another. For the first range is 
projective with the second (Art. 

203), since the tangents at A and 
A x , B and B x , C and C\ , ... 
always intersect on s x ; and for 
similar reasons the second and 
third, and the third and fourth, 
are projective with one another; 
consequently (Art. 201) the lame 
is true of the fourth and the 
first. Since the problem would 
be solved if A' coincided' with A, 
or B' with B, ... , each o^ the 
self-corresponding points of the 
projective ranges ABC ... and 
A'B'C ... may be taken as the 
point of contact of t he first side of 
a triangle which satisfies the given 
conditions. We have therefore 
only to make three trials (Art. 200), 
i.e. to take any three points A , B , C on the coniff ayd to derive 
from them the corresponding points A', B\ O'; and then to con¬ 
struct the points of intersection of the conic with the straight line 
which joins the points of intersection of the three pairs of opposite 
sides (the Pascal line) of the inscribed hexagon AB'CA'BC’*. 

225. The particular case of the problem of Art. 223 in which the 
given points S x , S 2 , ... lie all upon one straight line s must be con¬ 
sidered separately. If the number of sides of the required polygon 
is even, thfe theorem of Art. 187 may be applied ; in this case the 
problem has either no solution at all, or it has an infinite number of 
solutions. Suppose it required, for example, to inscribe in the conic, 
an octagon of which the first seven sides pass respectively through 
the points S 2 , ... S 7 , then by the theorem just quoted the last side 
will pass through a fixed point S on a : this point S is not arbitrary, 
but its position is determined by those of the points S L , S 2 , ... *S 7 . 
If then the last of the given points <S' 8 coincides with S, there are an 
infinite number of octagons which satisfy tlfe given conditions. But 
if $ 8 does not coincide with B, there is no solution. ' 

If the number of sides of the required polygon is odd, the problem 
becomes determinate. Suppose it is lequired to inscribe in the conic 
a heptagon (Fig. 124) whose sides,pass respectively through the given 



* PONCELKT, HOC. til., p. 35t. 
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collinear points *S'j, S 2 , S 9 , ... »S' 7 . By the’theorem of Art. 187 there 
exist an infinite number of octagons whose first seven sides pass 
through seven given collinear points and whose eighth side passes 
through a fixed point 8 collinear with the others. If among these 
octagons there is one such that its eighth side touches the conic, the 
problem will be solved ; for this octagon, having two of its vertices 
indefinitely near to one another, will reduce to an inscribed heptagon, 
whoso sides pass respectively through seven given points. If then 
tangents can be drawn from the point S to the conic, the point of 
contact of each of them will give a solution (Art. 187). According 
therefore to the position of the point S with reference to the conic, 
there will be two solutions, or only one, or none. 

In Fig. 12G is* shown the case of this problem where the polygon 
‘to be inscribed is a triangle *. 

The solution the correlative problem, to circumscribe about a 
given conic a polygon whose vertices lie respectively on given rays of 
a pencil, is left as an exercise to the student. This problem also is 
either indeterminate or impossible if the polygon is one of an even 
number of sides ; it is determinate and of the second degree if the 
polygon is one having an odd number of sides (Figs. 12T), 127). 

226. Lemma. Jf tiro conics cut one another in the/points A , B , 

(/ , and if from A and. B 

respectively two straight lines 
V AFF', BGG' he drawn cutting 



Fig. 1G8. 


the first conic in F and G, and 
the second in F' and G', then 
the chords FG , F’G' trill inter¬ 
sect in a point H lying on the 
• chord CC' (Fig. 168). 

The transversal CC cuts 
the first conic and the oppo¬ 
site sides of the inscribed 
quadrangle ABGF in six 
points of an involution (Art. 
183, left); and the same is 
true with regard to the second 
conic and the inscribed quad- 


, rangle ABG’F 1 . But the two 

involutions must coincide (Art. 127), since they have two pairs of 
conjugate points in common, viz. the points C, C in which the 


transversal cuts both the conics, and the points in which it cuts 
the pair of opposite sides AF,F', BOG', which belong to both quad¬ 
rangles. The involutions will therefore have every pair of conjugate 
points in common, and therefore the transversal CC' will meet FG 


and F'G' in the 3amc point II, the conjugate of the point in which 
it meets AB'\. *■ t 


* Fa itus, loc,. cit., book vii. prop, lilt 

t This may also be proved very simply by applying Pascal's theorem to each 
of the hexagons A FG/iCC', A F'G'HOC' in turn. 
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227. The preceding lentma, which is merely a corollary of Desargues’ 
theorem, leads at once to the solution of the two following problems, 
one of which is of the first, and the other of the second degree. 

I. Problem. Given three of the points of intersection A , B ,C of 
two conics, and in addition two other points D ,E of the first, and two 
other points F , G of the second, to determine the fourth point of inter¬ 
section of the two conics (Fig. 168). 

Take two of the given points of intersection A and B, and join 
AF , BG. These straight lines will cut the first conic again in points 
F', G' respectively which can be determined by the method of Art. 
161 (right). Join FG , F’G’, and let them meet in H. By the fore¬ 
going lemma H will lie on the chord joining the other two points 
of intersection of the conics. This chord will therefore be 11C, and 
it remains only to determine the point C where HC cuts either of. 
the conics ; C will be the required fourth point of intersection of the 
conics. " 

II. Problem. Given two of the points of intersection, A , B, of two 
conics, and in addition the three points D, E, N of the first and the 
three points F ,G , M of tlid second, to determine the other two points 
of intersection of the conics (Fig. 168)., 

Join Aff and BG, and let them meet the first conic again in 
F', G' respectively; join FG , F'G', and let them meet in H. The 
point H will lie on the chord joining the two requited points. 
Again, join AM, and let it meet the first conic again in M' ; join 
GM , G'M', and let these meet in K ;• then the point K also will lie 
on the same chord. The required points therefore lie on HK, and 
the problem reduces to the determination (Art. 21€) of the points 
of intersection C , O' of the conics with HK *. 

228. The solution just giveryof problem IT holds good equally when 
the points A and B lie indefinitely neai;to one another, i.e. when the 
two conics touch a given straight line at the same given point. 

In this case two conics are given which touch one another at a 
point A, and the straight line HK is constructed which joins their 
remaining points of intersection C and C. If HK passes through 
A, one outlie points C or C must coincide with A, since a conic 
cannot cut a straight line in three points. When this is the case, 
three of the four points of intersection of the conics lie indefinitely 
near to one another, and may be said j;o coincide in the point A ; 
and the coflics are said to osculate at the point A. The construction 
gives a point H of the chord which joins A to the fourth point of 
intersection G of the conics. It may happen that this chord coin¬ 
cides with the tangent at A; in this e^se A represents four coincident 
points of intersection of the two conics (di rather, four such points 
lying indefinitely near to one another). ' 

229. Let now the lemma of Art. 226 be applied to the case of a 
conic and a circle touching it at a point A. At A draw the normal 


* Gaskin, The yeomctrical construction of a conic section, <fec. (Cambridge, 
1852), pg. 20, 40. 
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to the conic (the perpendicular to the tangent at A), and let it cut 
the conic again in F and the circle again in F'. On AF as diameter 
describe a circle ; this circle, which touches the conic at A and cuts 
it at F, will cut it again at another point G such that AGF is a right 
angle. Join AG and let G' be the point where it cuts the first circle. 
Join FG , F'G'; by the lemma they will intersect on the chord HK ; 
but they are parallel to one another, since AG'F' also is a right 
angle. Thus for any circle whatever which touches the conic at A, the 
chord of intersection HK with the conic has a constant direction, viz. 
that 'parallel to FG. 

If HK passes through A, the conic and the circle osculate at this 
point. If then a parallel through A to FG cut the conic again in 
C, the circle which touches the conic at A and cuts it at C will be 
[lie osculating circle (circle of curvature) at A *. 

[In the particular case where A is a vertex (Art. 297) of the conic, 
F will be the other vertex, FG the tangent at F, AC the*tangent 
at A, and C wil 1 coincide with A. If is seen then that the osculating 
circle at. a vertex of a conic has not only three but four indefinitely 
near points in common with the conic.} 

Conversely, the conic can ,be constructed which passes through 
three given points .1,1*, Q and has a given circle fo^,its osculating 
circle at one of these points A. 

For join' AP , AQ, and let them cut the given circle in V , Q' 
respectively; and join PQ , P'Q’, meeting in U. If AU be joined 
and cut the circle again in (',flic required conic will pass through C. 
It is therefore determined by the four points A , P ,Q, (J and the 
tangent at A (which is the same as the tangent to the circle there). 

230. The proposition correlative to the lemma of Art. 226 may be 

enunciated as follows : , 

If a and h arc a pair of cotpmon tangents to two conics, and if from 
two points taken on a and h respectively the tangents f, g he drawn to 
the first conic and the tangents f, g' to the second, then the points fg and 
f'g' will he col l incar with the point of intersection of the second, pair of 
common tangents to the conies. 

This proposition enables us to solve the problems which are 
correlative to I and II of Art. 227 ; viz. given three (or two) of the 
common tangents to two conics, and in addition two (or three) 
tangents to the first and t,\vo (or three) tangents to the second, to 
determine the remaining common tangent (or the twd remaining 
common tangents) to the conics. 

231. Pro it lem. Given eleven points A, B, 0, J), E ; A Jf B x , C v 
T> v E x ; P ; to construct hy points the conic which passes through P 
and through the four points of intersection of the two conics which are 
determined hy the points A , B , C , D , E and A 1 ,B l , C 1 ,D 1 ,E 1 
respectively. The comes are supposed not to he traced, nor are their 
points of intersection given f. 

Solution. Draw through P any transversal, and construct (Art. 

* Poxcelkt, toe. cit., Arts. 334-337. f Poncelet, loc. cit., Art. 389. 



234] 


PROBLEMS OF THE SECOND DEGREE 


185 


212, left) the points M and M' in which it cuts the conic ABODE 
and the points N and N' in which it cuts the conic A^jOfDJ^. 
Since these two conics and the required one all pass through the 
same four points, Desargues’ theorem may be applied to them. If 
therefore (Art. 134, left) the point P' be constructed, conjugate to 
P in the involution determined by the pairs of points M and M r , 
N and N' f this point P' will lie on the required conic. By causing 
the transversal to turn about the point P, other points on the 
required conic may be obtained. 

232. Problem. Given ten points A, B, C, D, E ; A lt B v (\, D v E 1 
and a straight line s ; to construct a conic which shall touch s and 
shall pass through the four points of intersection of the two conics 
which are determined by the points A, B, C, D, E and il v B lf C\, D„ E x 
respectively. The conics are supposed not to he traced ., nor arc thei% 
points of intersection given. ® 

Solution. Construct (Art. 212) the points of intersection M and il/' 
of s with the conic ABODE , and the point?; of intersection N and 
N'- ol s with the conic A l B 1 Cf) 1 E l , and then (Art. 134) the double 
points of the involution determined by the two pairs of points 
M and M', N and N'. If P is one ofjbhesc double points, it will be 
the point of contact (Art. 185) of s with a conic drawn through the 
four points of intersection of the conics ABODE and Aftf^Df^ 
to touch s. 1 he problem thus reduces to that, of the' preceding 
Article. 

233. The correlative constructions give the. solutions of the corre¬ 
lative problems: viz. to construct a conic which passes through 
a given point (or which touches a given straight linf), and which is 
inscribed in the quadrilateral formed by the four common tangents 
to two conics ; the conics being supposed each to be determined by 
five given tangents, but not to be completely traced ; and their four 
common tangents being supposed not. to be given. 

234. Problem. Through a given point S to draw a ; straight line 
which shall be cut by four given straight lines a ,b , c , d in four points 
having a given anharmonie ratio. 

Soluliom It has been seen (Art. 151) that the straight lines 
which are cut by four given straight lines in four points having a 
given anharmonie ratio arc all tangents to one and the same conic 
touching the given straight lines ; and that if A , B , 0 are the points 
where d cuft a , b , c respectively, and D is the point of contact of d, 
the anharmonie ratio (ABOD) is equal to that of the four points in 
which the straight line's a ,b , c , d are cut by any oilier tangent to 
the conic. Accordingly, if on the straight line d that point D be 
constructed (Art. 65) which gives with the*points 

ad ( — A) , bd ( = B) , cd ( = 0) ' 

an anharmonie ratio ( ABGD) equal to the given one, and if then the. 
straight lines be constructed (Art. 213, right) which pass through S 
and touch the conic determined ,by the four tangents a ,b ,c ,d and 
the point of contact D of d, each of these straight lines will give 
a solution of the proposed problem. 
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If one of the straight lines a , b , c, d lie at infinity, the problem 
becomes the following : 

Given three straight lines a ,h ,c and a 'point S, to draw through, S 
a straight line such that the segment intercepted on it between a and b 
may be to that intercepted on it between a and c in a given ratio. 

To solve this, construct on the straight line a that point A which 
is so related to the points ab(=zB) and ac (=C) that the ratio 
AB : AC has the given value ; and draw from S the tangents to the 
parabola which is determined by the tangents a ,b , c and the point 
of contact A of a. 

Tlie correlative construction gives the solution of the following 
problem: On a given straight line s to find a point such that the 
rays joining it to four given points A ,B ,C ,J) form a pencil having 
ft given enharmonic ratio. 

235. Problem. Given two projective'ranges of points lying on the 
straight lines u , u' respectively; to find two corresponding segments 
MI\, M'V such that the angles MOV , M'O'V which they subtend at 
two fixed points 0 , O' respectively may be givm in sign and, magnitude. 

Solution. Take on u' two points A* and ])' such that the angle 
A'O'D' may be equal to the second of the given angles ; let A and D 
be the points on u which correspond respectively to jV and D', and 
let A t be a point on u such that the angle A x OI) is equal to the first 
of the given angles. The problem would evidently be solved if OA x 
coincided with (hi, since in this case the angles AOD and A'O'I)' 
would be equal to the given angles respectively. If the rays 
O'A', OA , O'])'. Of) , OAj be made to vary simultaneously, they will 
trace out pijnehs which am projcctively related. For those traced 
out by O'A' and O'I)' respectively are projective, and similarly 
those traced out by OA } and 01) respectively, since the angles A'O'I)' 
and A x OJ) arc constant (Art. 108); and the pencils traced out by 
OA and O'A' respectively, and by OD , O'O' respectively, are pro¬ 
jective since the given ranges on u and u' are so. Consequently the 
pencils generated by OA and OA x respectively arc projective, and 
their self-corresponding rays give the solutions of the problem. If 
three trials be made of a similar kind to the foregoing*one, three 
pairs of corresponding rays OA and OA x , OB and 0B X , OC and 0C\ 
will be obtained ; let the self-corresponding rays of the concentric 
projective pencils determined by these threh pairs be constructed 
(Art. 206, I). If one of these self-corresponding rays ifieet u in M, 
and if the point V be taken on u such that the angle MOP is equal 
to the first of the given ones, and if then on u' the points M', V be 
found which correspond to M , V respectively, the angle M'O'V 
will be equal to the seeoAd of the given angles, and the problem will 
be solved. 

236. Problem. Given tiro projective ranges of points A , B ,C,... 
and A', B', C ,... lying on the straight lines, u and u' respectively, to 
find two corresponding segments which, shall be equal, in sign and 
magnitude, to two given segments. 

Solution. Take on u a segment A'D' equal to the second of the 
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given ones, and let AD be the segment on u which corresponds to 
A'D'. Take on u the point A x such that A y D is equal to the first 
of the given segments; then the problem would be solved if A t 
coincided with A. If the points A , A', D', D, A 1 be made to vary 
simultaneously, the ranges traced out by A and A' respectively will 
be projective with one another, as also those traced out by D and D' 
respectively (by reason of the projective relation existing between 
ABC... and A'B'C'...) ; and the ranges traced out by A and D 
respectively, and similarly those traced out by A' and D' respec¬ 
tively, will be projective with one another, since they are generated 
be segments of constant length sliding along straight lines (Art. 103). 
Consequently also the ranges traced out by A and A x arc pro- 
jectively related, and their self-corresponding points give the solu¬ 
tions of the problem. It is therefore only necessary to obtain tliref 
pairs of corresponding points A and A', B and B\ C and C, by 
making three trials, and then to construct the self-corresponding 
points of the. ranges determined by these thfee pairs*(Art. 206, II). 

237. The student cannot have failed to remark that the method 

employed in the solution oi*the preceding problems has been in all 
cases substantially the same. This method is general, uniform, and 
direct; and it^may be applied in a more or less simple manner to all 
problems of the second degree, i.e. to all questions which when treated 
algebraically would depend on a quadratic equation. It'consists in 
making three trials, which give three pairs of corresponding elements 
of two superposed projective forms ; the self-corresponding elements 
of these systems give the solutions of the problem. This method is 
precisely analogous to that known in Arithmetic as fhej rule of false 
position,’ and it has on that account been termed a geometric method 
of false, 'position *. • 

238. Problems of the second degree, (and those which are reducible 
to such) are solved, like all those occurring in elementary Geometry, 
by means of then ulcr and compasses only, that is to say by means of 
the intersections of straight lines and circles j\ But again, the solu¬ 
tion of any such problem can be made to depend on the determination 
of the seK-corrcsponding elements of two superposed projective 
forms, which determination depends (Art. 206) on the construction 
of the self-corresponding points of two projective ranges lying on 
a circle whose position and size is entirely arbitrary. It follows 
that a singffe circle, described once for all, will enable us to solve all 
problems of the second degree whicli can be proposed with reference 
to any given elements lying in one plane (the plane in which the 

circle is drawn) J. This circle once described, any such problem will 

* 

* Cmasles, G&om. sup., p. 212. 1 

f A problem is said to be of the first degree when it. can be solved with help of 
the ruler only, i. e. by the intersections of straight lines, fcice. Lambert, he,, cil., 
p. 161 ; Brianciion, loc. cit*., p. 6 ; Poncklet, loc. cit., p. 76. 

J Poncklet, loc. cit., p. 187 ; SteiHer, Die geomelrisc.hen Constructional aus- 
gefnhrt mittclst der tjeraden IAnie und eines festen Kreises (Berlin, 1833), p. 67 ; 
Col lectcd^W orks, vol. i. pp. 461-522 ; Ntauot, Geoin. der Lage, § 23. 
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reduce to that of constructing three pairs of points of the two pro¬ 
jective systems whose self-corresponding elements give the solution of 
the problem. This done, we proceed to transfer to the circumference 
of the circle, by means of projections and sections, these three pairs of 
points. This will give three pairs of points on the circle; taking 
these as the pairs of opposite vertices of an inscribed hexagon, we 
have only further to draw the straight line which joins the points 
of intersection of the three pairs of opposite sides (the Pascal line) of 
this hexagon. 

It is hardly necessary to remark that instead of the solution of 
such a problem being made to depend on the common elements 
of two superposed projective forms, it may always be reduced to 
the determination of Ihc double elements of an involution (Art. 211). 
a. The following Articles (239 to 249) contain examples of problems 
solved by means of the method just explained. 

239. Problem. Given (Fig. 169) two 'projective ranges of points 
lying on the straight lines u and u' respectively, and two other 
projective ranges of points lying on the straight lines v and v 1 respec¬ 
tively; it is required to draw through a given point 0 two straight 
lines s and s', which shall cut u and u' in a pair of corresponding 
points and also v and v' in a pair of corresponding poipls. 

Through O draw any straight line cutting u', v' in A', P' respec¬ 
tively; Jet A be the point on u which 
corresponds to A', and let P be the point 
1( . on yiMvhicli corresponds to P'. The problem 



4 


Fig. 100. 


would be solved if the straight lines OA 


and OP coincided with one another. If 
these straight lines be made to change 
their positions simultaneously, they will 
trace out two concentric projective pencils 
(determined by three trials of a similar 
kind to the one just made) ; and the self- 
corresponding rays of these pencils will 
give the solutions of the problem. 

240. In i he preceding problem the straight lines u and u' might 

be taken to coincide, and similarly v and If all four straight 
lines coincided with one another, the problem would become the 
following: « 

Given two projective ranges u, u’ and two other projective ranges 
v , v' all lying on one straight line, to find a pair of points which shall 
correspond to one another when regarded as points of the ranges u , u' 
respectively, and likewise when+regarded as points of the ranges v , v 1 
respectively. 

241. Problem. Between two given straight lines u and u x to place 

a segment such that it shall subtend given angles at two given points 
0 and S (Fig. 170). • 

Draw any ray id A to meet u in A (S ; draw SA X to meet u x in A x so 
that ASA X may bo equal to the second of the given angles; join 
OA x , and draw OA 1 to meet u in A’ so that A'OA x may equal 
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to the first of the given angles. Then the problem would be solved 
if OA coincided with OA'. Three trials of a similar kind to the one 
just made will give three pairs of corresponding rays (OA and OA', 
OB and OB ', 00 and 00') of the two projective pencils which would 



be traced out by causing OA and OA' to change their positions 
simultaneously; the self-corresponding rays Oil/ and ON of these 
pencils will^ive the solutions (MM A ojul NNj) of the problem. 

242. Problem. Given tivo projective ramies u and u’ ; if a pair of 

corresponding points A and A! of these ranges he taken, it is required 
to find another pair of corresponding points M and M' stick that the 
ratio of the length of the segment AM to that of the segment A' M' mag 
he equal to a given number X. • 

Let A and A', B and B', O and O' be three pairs of corresponding 
points of the. two ranges. On v take two new points B", 0" such that 
AB"^X.A'B' and AO" -X. A'O'. The, points A , B", fi" determine 
a range which is similar (Ar^. 99) to the range A', B', C",...and 
therefore projective with A,B,0 . The collinear ranges 
A , B", 0", ... and A , B , 0 , ... have already one self-corresponding 
point in A ; their other self-corresponding point M (Art. 90) will 
give the solution of the problem, since AM-AM" - X . A'M'. This 
problem is therefore of the first degree. 

243. Problem. Given two collinear projective ranges ABO ... and 
A'B'G'... , to find a pair of corresponding points M and M' such that 
the segment MM' shall he bisected at a given point 0. 

Take three points A'', B", C" such that () is the middle point of each 
of the segnfents AA", BB", 00 "; the points A", B", 0" determine 
a range which is equal to the range ABO ... , and therefore projective 
with the range A'B'O'... . Construct the self-corresponding points 
of the collinear projective ranges A'B'fii'... and A"B"0"... ; if M' or 
M" is one of them, then MM' will have i(% middle point at 0, and 
will be a segment such as is required. ' 

244. Problem. Given a straight line and two points E , F on it; 
to determine on the straight line tivo.points M and M' such that the 
segment MM' may be equal in length to a given segment, and the 
anharmonic ratio ( EFMM') equal to a given number. 

Take pn the given straight line any three points A, B,0 ; then 
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find on it throe points A’, B', O' such that the anharmonic ratios 
(EFAA 1 ) , (EFBB') , (EFCC 1 ) may each be equal to the given 
number ; and again three points A", B", C" such that the segments 
A A", BB", CO" may each be equal in length to the given segment. 
The ranges ABC ... and A'B'C... will be protectively related (Arts. 
79, 109), and the same will bo the case with regard to the ranges 
ABC ... and A"B"C... (Art. 103); therefore A'B'C... and A"B"C... 
will be projective with one another. If these ranges have self- 
corresponding points, and if ilf' or M" is one of them, the segment 
MM' and the anharmonic ratio ( EFMM') will have the given values, 
and the problem is solved. 

245. Problem. To inscribe in a given triangle FQR a rectangle 
of given area (Fig. 171). 

- Suppose MSTU to be the rectangle required; if MS' be drawn 
parallel to PR, a .parallelogram LISPS' will be formed whiclj is equal 
in area to the rectangle ; so that for the given problem may be 
substituted the following equivalent one : 

To find on the base QIl of a given triangle PQR a point M such that 

if MS , MS' be drawn parallel 
to the sides PQ ,*PR to meet 
PR , PQ in S jS' respectively , 
the rectangle contained by PS 
and PS' shall be equal to a 
given square k 2 . 

Take any point A on QIl, 
draw AD parallel to PQ to 
meet PR. in D, and take on 
PQ a point D' such that 
• t he rectangle contained by 
PD and PD' may be equal to 
IS 2 ; then draw D'A' parallel 
to PR to mebt QR in A'. If 
the points A and A' coincided with one another, the problem would 
be solved. 

Now let the points A ,D , D', A' be made to vary simultaneously ; 
they will trace out ranges which are all projective with one another. 
For since D is t he projection of A made from the point at infinity on 

PQ, and A' the projection of D' made from the point at infinity on 

PR, the first and second ranges are in perspective, and the third and 
fourth likewise. Butthe second ant 1 third ranges are projective with one 
another, since the relation PD. PD' = k 1 shows (Art. 74) that tho points 
D and D', in moving simultaneously, describe two projective ranges 
such that the point P, regarded as belonging to either range, corre¬ 
sponds to the point at infinity regarded as belonging to the other *. 

* If tlio two ranges be called u and u', and the construction of Art. 85 (left) 
be referred back to, it will be seen that the auxiliary range u" lies in this case 
entirely at infinity. If then a pair of con$sponding points D and D' have been 
found, and we v ish to find the point E' which corresponds *o any other point E 
of PR (= ii), we have only to join D'E, and to draw DE' parallel to D'E to 
meet PQ ( ~ u') in E'. • 


t 
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Three similar trials give three pairs of points similar to A and 
A' ; if the self-corresponding points of the ranges determined by 
these pairs be constructed, they will give the solutions of the problem. 

Instead of taking the point A quite arbitrarily in the three trials, 
any particular positions may be chosen for it, and by this means the 
construction may often be simplified. This remark applies to all the 
problems which we have discussed. With regard to the present one, 
it is clear that if A be taken at infinity, its projection D will also lie 
at infinity ; consequently D' will coincide with P, and therefore A' 
with R. Again, if A be taken coincident with Q, its projection D 
will coincide with P, and consequently D', and therefore also A', will 
pass off to infinity. We have thus two trials, neither of which 
requires any construction; the pairs which result' from them are 
composed respectively of the point at infinity and R, and of Q ancL 
the poin| at infinity. If th<f pair given by the third trial be called 
B , B', and if A , A' stand for any pair whatever, we have (Art. 74) 

QA.RA' = QB.RB',‘ 

and therefore, if M is a Self-corresponding point, 

QM MiW-QB .RB\ 

from which the self-corresponding points could be found. But it is 
better in all caafs to go back to the general construction of Art. 200. 
In this case the three pairs of conjugate points of tin* two ranges 
which are given are : B and B' ; the point at infinity and R ; Q and 
the point at infinity. Let then any circle be taken, and a point 0 on 
its circumference ; from 0 draw the straight lines OB , OB', OR , OQ, 
and a parallel to QR, and let these cut I he circle again in B t , B L ', 
R x , Q v and / respectively*. Join the point of intersection of B x R x 
and B x I with that of B x l and B x Q x ; if the joining line cut the 
circle in two points M x and A r f, the straight, lines which join these 
to O will meet QR in the self-corresponding points M and N, and 
these give the solutions of the problem. 

246. Problem? To construct a polygon, whose sides shall 'pass 


respectively through given points, and 

all whose vertices except one shall lie — -j — V-- • ~j - 

respectively*on given straight lines ; / \ / 

and which shall be such that the angle vY \ / 

included by the sides wJiich meet in } /j y 

the last vertex is equal to a given • ‘ 

angle. * f \/\_—"IT 

Suppose, for example, that it is \ “ ^ 

required to construct a triangle 

LMN (Fig*. 172) whose sides MN , • * >,v 

NL , LM shall pass through the " 172. ^ 

given points 0 , V , U respectively, 

and whose vertices M , N shall lie on the given straight lines u , v 
respectively; and which«hall be such that the angle MLN is equal 
to a given angle. « 


* Of these points only I is marked in the figure. 
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Through 0 draw any straight line to cut u in A and v in B ; join 
BV, and through IJ draw the straight lino TJX making with BV an 
angle equal to the given one. Let UX meet u in A '; the problem 
would be solved if the point A ' coincided with A . If the rays OA , UA 1 
be made to vary simultaneously, they will determine on u two pro¬ 
jective ranges; the solutions of the problem will be found by 
constructing the self-corresponding points of these ranges. 

247. The following problem is included in the foregoing one : 

A ray of light emanating from, a given point 0 is reflected from n 
given straight lines in succession; to determine the original direction 
which the ray must have , in order that this may make with its direction 
after the last reflexion a given angle. 

Let u x , u.y , .>. u u be the given straight lines (Fig. 173). If the 

ray OA 1 strike u x at A x , then by the 
law of reflexion the incident; and re¬ 
flected rays will make equal angles 
with u x ; but the incident ray passes 
through the fixed point 0; therefore the 
reflected fay will always pass through 
the point (J x which is symmetrical to 
0 with regard to So again, if 

the ray after one reflexion strikes u 2 at 
A 2 , it will be reflected according to 
the. same law; consequently the ray 
hftcr two reflexions will pass through 
a fixed point ()., which is symmetrical to O x with regard to u. 2 ; and 
so on. The fc mYlis of the r!iy Indore reflexion, and after one, two,.../? 
reflexions form I here fore a polygon OA x A 2 A 3 ... , whose n 4-1 sides 
pass respectively through n+1 fixed points 0,0 X ,0 2 , ... 0„ , and 
which is such that n of its vortices lie respectively on n given straight 
lines Mj , ?/ 2 , ... w„ ; while the angle included by the sides which 
meet in the last vertex is to be equal to a given ‘angle. Thus the 
problem reduces, as was stated, to that of Art. 246. 

248. Proulem. To construct a polygon whose vertices shall lie 
respectively on given straight lines, and whose sides shall stibtend given 
angles at given points respectively. 

Suppose it is required to construct a triangle whose vertices 1,2,3 
shall lie on the given straight lines u x , u 2 , u 3 respectively and whose 
sides 23, 31, 12 shall subtend at the given points S t , &* 2 , respec¬ 
tively the (ingles og , <« 2 , « 3 which are given in sign and magnitude 
(Fig. 174). On u x take any point A ; join AS 3 , and make the angle 
AS 3 B equal to o- 3 ; let *S' 3 /i cut u 2 in B. Join BS X ; make the angle 
BS x O equal to w x , and 'let S X C cut u 3 in C. Join CS 2 ; make the 
angle CS 2 A' equal to o« 2 , and let S 2 A' cut u x in A'. The problem 
would be solved if S 2 A' coincided with S 2 A. If S 2 A be made to turn 
about S 2 , the other rays S 3 A ,*S 3 B , S X B ,. S X C , S 2 C, and S 2 A' will 
change their positions simultaneously, and will trace out pencils 



* i. c. a point 0, such that 00 , is bisected at right angles by 
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which are all projectivefy related. For the ranges traced out by 
S a A and S 3 B respectively will be projective (Art. 108) since the 
angle AS a B is constant; the ranges traced out by S a B and S X B 
respectively are projective since they are in perspective; and so on. 
The solutions of the problem will therefore be given by the self- 
corresponding rays of the concentric projective pencils which are 
generated by S 2 A and S 2 A' respectively. 

In the same manner is solved the more general problem in which 
the straight lines joining , S 3 , ... to the vertices of the polygon are 
no longer to include given angles, but are to be such that together 
with pairs of given straight lines meeting in S t , S 3 , ... respectively 
they form at each of these points a pencil of four rays having a given 
anharmonio ratio. If at each of the points the* pencil k to be 
harmonic, and the given straight 
lines such as to include a rigflt angle, 
the problem can be enunciated as 
follows (Art. 60): 

To construct a polygon whose ver¬ 
tices shall He respectively Si given 
straight lines , and whose sides shall • 
subtend at given points angles whose "u / 
bisectors are given. 

249. The saririe method gives the 
solution of the problem : 

To construct a polygon whose sides * Fig. 174. 

shall pass respectively through given 

points , and which shall be such that the pairs of adjakertf sides divide 



given segments respectively in given anharmonio ratios *. 

Particular cases of this problem may be obtained by supposing 
that each pair of adjacent sides is to intercept on a given straight 
line a segment given in magnitude and direction ; or a segment 
which is divided by a given point into two parts having a given 


ratio to one another f. 


* That is ho say, two adjacent sides are to cut a given straight line, on which 
are two given points A , B , in two other points C , D such that the anharmonio 
ratio (ABCD) may be equal to a given number. 

f Chasles, Giom. sup. a pp. 219-223; and Townsend, Modem Geometry 
(Dublin, 1865), vol. ii. pp. v 257-275. • 
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POLE AND POLAR 


250. Let any point 8 be taken in the plane of a conic 
(Fig. 175), and through it let any number of transversals be 
drawn to cut the conic in pairs of points A and A', B and B\ 
0 and O',... . The tangents a and a', b and 6', c and c' at 
these points will, by Arts. 203, 204, intersect in pairs on 
a lixed straight line s, on which lie also the points of contact 
x of the tangents from S to the conic 

(when the position of S is such that 
tangents can.be drawn). Further 
the pairs of chords AB' and A'B 
‘A O' and A'O,... BC' and B'G ,.. 
AB and A'B\ AC and A'O',.. 
BC and B’C'. ... willcntcrscct on s 

y 

-/ Another property of the straight 
'line 6* may be noticed. In the 
complete quadrangle AA'BB\ 
each of the straight lines A A' 
and Bfi’ is divided harmonically 
by the diagonal point S and 
the point where it is cut by the 
straight line s which joins the 
other diagonal points (Art. 57); 
consequently A and A' ■(and simi¬ 
larly B and B', 0 and O',...) are harmonic conjugates with 
regard to 8 and the point where AA' L (pr BB\ 00',...) is 
cut by s. 

The straight line s determined in this manner by the 
point S is called the polar of 8 with respect to the conic ; 
and, reciprocally, the point S is said to be the pole of the 
straight line s. 

The polar of a given point S is therefore at the same time: 
(1) the locus of the points of intersection of tangents to the 
conic at the pairs of points where it is cut by any transversal 
through S; (2) the locus of the points of intersection of pairs 
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of opposite sides of quadrangles inscribed in the conic such that 
their diagonals meet in S; (3) the locus of points taken on any 
transversal through S such that they are harmonically conjugate 
to S with regard to the pair of points in which the transversal 
is cut by the conic ; (4) the chord of contact of the tangents from 
S to the conic, when S has such a position that it is possible to 
draw these * f. 

251. Reciprocally, any given straight line s determines a 
point S, of which it is the polar. For let A and B (Fig. 176) 
be any two points on the conic ; the tangents a and b at 
these points will cut s in two points from which can bo 
drawn two other tangents a' and b' to the conic. Let A' 
and B' be the points of contact of these, and let AA' t BB' 
meet in S ; then the polar of S will pass through the points 
aa f and bb', and must therefore coincide with s. 

If then from any point on s a pair of tangents can be drawn 
to the conic, their chord of contact will pass through M. 



252. The complete quadrangle AA'BB' and the cQm- 
plete quadrilateral aa'bb' (Fig. 176) have the same diagonal 
triangle (Art. 169). The vertices of this triangle are S, the 

* Apollonius, loc. cit., lib. vii. 3 8 ; Desarouks, he. cit., pp. 164 sqq. ; 
De la Hire, he. cit., 'books i. and ii. 
t (4) follows from (3) by what has been proved in Art. 71. ' 
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point of intersection F of AB and A'B', and the point of 
intersection E of AB' and A'B ; its sides are s, the straight 
line / joining the points ab and a'b', and the straight line e 
joining the points ab' and a'b. Thus if from any two points 
taken on the straight line s pairs of tangents a and a', b and b f 
be drawn to the conic , the diagonals of the quadrilateral aba'b' 
will pass through S. 

253. The straight lines a , a', b , b' (Fig. 177) form a quadri¬ 
lateral circumscribed about the conic, one of whose diagonals 

is s, and whose other two 
diagonals meet in S. Thus if 
from p/ny point on s a pair 
of tangents be drawn to the 
conic , they will be harmonically 
conjugate*with regard to s and 
the straight line joining the point 
to 8 (Art. 56). 

254. If then a ‘conic is given, 
every pomt in itk plane has its 
polar and every straight line has 
its pole *. The given conic, with 
reference to which the pole and 
polar are considered, may be 
callbd the auxiliary conic. 

I. If a point in the plane of a conic is such that from it 

two tangents can be drawn to the curve, ;t is said to lie 
outside the conic, or to be an external point ; if it is such that 
no tangent can be drawn, it is said to lie inside the conic, or 
to be an internal point. If then the pole lies dutside the 
conic (Art. 203, VIII) the polar cuts the curve, and it cuts 
it at the points of contact of the tangents from the pole to 
the conic f. * 

If the pole lies inside the curve, the polar does not cut the 
conic. 

II. If a point on the conic itself bp taken as pole and a 
transversal be made to revolve round this point, one of its 
points of intersection with the conic will always coincide with 
the pole itself. Since then the polar is the locus of the points 
where the tangents at these points of intersection meet, and 

* Desargves, loc. cit., p. 190. t See also Art. 260, (4). 
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in this case one of the tangents is fixed, it follows that the 
polar of a point on the conic is the tangent at this point; or 
that if the pole is a point on the conic , the polar is the tangent 
at this point. 

III. Reciprocally, if every point of the polar lies outsido 
the conic, the pole lies inside the conic ; if the polar cuts the 
conic, the pole is the point where the tangents at the two 
points of intersection meet ; and if the polar touches the 
conic, the pole is its point of contact. 

255. If two points are such that the first lies on the polar 
of the second , then will also the second lie on the polar of the first. 

Consider Fig. 17C ; let* E be taken as pole and let F be 
a point lying on the polar of E. If the straight line EF cuts 
the conic, it will cut it in two points which are harmonically 
conjugate with regard to ^E and F (Art. 250 [3]) ; conse¬ 
quently one of the points E, F will lie inside and the other 
outside the conic, and by Art. 250 (3) again, if F be taken as 
pole, E will be a point on its polar. 

If the straight line EF does not cut the conic, the chord 
of contact of the tangents from # /£ will pass through F, 
since this chord is the polar of E ; therefore by Art. 250 (1) 
E will lie on the polar of F. * 

The above proposition may also be expressed in the follow¬ 
ing manner: * 

If a straight line f pass through the pole of another straight 
line e, then wUImIso e pass through the pole of f. 

For let E , F be the poles of e, f respectively ; since by 
hypothesis E lies on the polar of F, therefore F will lie on the 
polar of E\ that is to say, e will pass through F, the pole of /. 

Two points such as E and F , which possess the property 
that each lies on the^olar of the oth^r, are termed conjugate 
or reciprocdH points with respect to the conic. And two 
straight lines such as e and/, each of which passes through the 
pole of the other, are termed conjugate or reciprocal lines with 
respect to the conic. • 

The foregoing proposition may then be enunciated' as 
follows: 

If two points are conjugate to m one another with respect to 
a conic , their pglars also ar£ conjugate to one another , and 
conversely. 
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256. The same proposition can be* put into yet another 
form, viz. 

Every point on the polar of a given point E has for its polar 
a straight line passing through E. 

Every straight line passing through the pole of a given 
straight line e has for its pole a point lying on e *. 

In other words, if a variable pole F be supposed to describe 
a given straight line e, the polar of F will always pass through 
a fixed point E, the pole of the given line ; and conversely, 
if a straight line / revolve round a fixed point E, the pole of 
/ will describe a straight line e, the polar of the given point E. 

Or again : the pole of a given straight line e is the centre of 
the pencil formed by the polars of all points on e;' and the 
polar of a giiien point E is the locus of the poles of all straight 
lines passing through E f. 

257. Problem. Given a punt Given a straight line s, to con- 

S, to construct its 'polar with struct its pole with respect to a 
respect to q given conic. given conic. 4 

I. Let the conic be determined I. Let the come be determined 
by five points A , B , (!, D , E by five tangents a ,b , c , d , e 
(Fig. 178). « (Fig. 179). 



Fig- 178. ' Fig. 1 If). 


Join SA , SB, and find the From the points sa , sb draw 
points A', B' where these cut the the second tangents a', b’ respee- 
conic again respectively (Art.iGl, tivcly to the conic' (Art. 161, 
right). The straight line s which left). The point S in which the 
joins the point of intersection of diagonals of the quadrangle aba'b’ 
AB' and A'B to that of AB and intersect one another will be 
A'B' will be the polar of the the pole of the given straight 
given point (Art. 250 [2]). r,line. 

*Dks ARGUES, loc. cil., p. 191. f Poncelet, loc tit., Art. 195. 
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II. Lot the conic be determined II. Let the conic be deter- 
by five tangents a ,b ,c ,d ,e mined by five points A, B, C, D,E 
(Fig. 180). (Fig. 181). 



*Fig. 180. Fit*. 181. 


Through S draw two trails- On s take two points U and 
versals u and v, and construct V, and construct their polars u 
their poles U and V (as on the and v (as on the left-hand side 
right-hand side above) ; fJV will alfove) ; the point uv will be the 
be the polar of $ (Art. 256). To pole of s (Art. 256). To simplify 
simplify matters the transversal matters the point? ^may be taken 
u may be drawn through the on the, straight line Ali ; if then 
point ab ; if then the second U(! be joined, and the second 
tangent e' lie drawn to the conic point (!' in which it meets the 
(Art. 161) from the point up, U conic be constructed, u will be the 
will be the poiflt of intersection straight line joining the points of 

of the diagonals of the quadri- intersection of the pairs of oppo- 

lateral ache'. So too if the site sides of the quadrangle 

transversaf v be drawn through ACBC. So too if V be taken on 

the point ac for example, and the the straight line AC for example, 

second tangent 1/ be dijawn to the and VB be joined, and its second 
conic from the point vb, then V point of intersection B’ with the 
will be the*point of intersection conic be constructed, then v will 
of the diagonals of the quadri- be the straight line joining the 
lateral abeb'. points of intersection of the pairs 

o£i opposite sides of the quad¬ 
rangle *ABCB r . 

258. Let E and F (Fig. 182) be a pair of conjugate points 
and let G be the pole*of EF ; then G will be conjugate both 
to E and to F , so that the thfee points E , F , G are conjugate 
to one another two and two. Every side therefore of the 
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triangle EFG is the pole of the opposite vertex, and the three 
sides are conjugate lines two and two. 

A triangle such as EFG, in which each vertex is the pole 
of the opposite side with regard to a given conic is called 
a self-conjugate or self-polar triangle with regard to the conic. 

259. To construct a triangle self-conjugate with regard to a given 
conic. 

One vertex E (Fig. 182) may be taken arbitrarily; construct its 
polar, take on this polar any point F, and construct the polar of F. 
This last will pass through E, Since E and F are conjugate points; 
if G be,the poixt where it cuts the polar of E, then E and G, 



F and G, will be pairs of conjugate points; and therefore EFG is 
a self-conjugate triangle. • 

In other words : take any point E and draw throughout any two 
transversals to cut the conic in A and D , B and C respectively; 
join AC , BD, meeting in F, and AB , CD meeting in G ; then EFG 
is a self-conjugate triangle. 

Or again, one side e may be *taken arbitrarily, and its pole E con¬ 
structed ; if through E any straight line / be drawn, and its pole 
(which will lie on e) be constructed and joined to the pole of e by 
the straight line g , then efg will be a triangle such as is required; 
for the straight lines e,/, g are conjugate two and two. 

Thus, after having taken the side £ arbitrarily, w$ may proceed as 
follows : take two points on e and from them draw pairs of tangents 
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a and d , 6 and c, to the ccpiic ; join the points ac , bd by the straight 
line/ and the points ab , cd by the straight line g; then will efg be 
a self-conjugate triangle. 

260. From what has been said above the following 
property is evident: 

The diagonal points of the complete quadrangle formed by any 
four points on a conic are the vertices of a triangle which is self- 
conjugate with regard to the conic. And the diagonals of the 
complete quadrilateral formed by any four tangents to a conic 
are the sides of a triangle which i4s self-conjugate ivith regard to 
the conic *. ' 

Or, in other words : , 

The ftiangle whose vertices are the diagonal points of a com¬ 
plete quadrangle is self-conjugate with*regard*to any conic 
circumscribing the quhdrapgle. And the triangle whose sides 
are the diagonals of a complete quadrilateral is self-conjugate 

with regard to any conic inscribed m the quadrilateral. 

% 

261. From the properties of the circumscribed quadrilateral and 

the inscribed quadrangle (Arts. 1G0 to 172) it follows moreover 
that: . 

If EFG (Fig. 182) is a triangle self-conjugate with regard to 
a given conic, and ABC iff a triangle inscribed in the conic, such 
that two of its sides CA , AB pass through two of*the vertices 
F , G respectively- of the otligr triangle, then will the remaining 
side BO pass through the remaining vertex E, and every side of the 
inscribed triangle will be divided harmonically by the corresponding 
vertex of the s^lf-conjugate triangle and the side which joins the 
other two vertices of it. 

The three straight lines EA , FB , GO meet in one point D on the 
conic ; the,two triangles arc therefore in perspective, and the three 
pairs of corresponding sides FG and BO , GE and OA , EF and AB , 
will meet in three collinear points. 

Hence it follows that a self-conjugate triangle EFG and a point A 
of a conic determine an inscribed quadrangle ABOD, whose diagonal 
triangle is EFG. The points B, 0 , 1) are those in which the 
straight lines AG , AF , AE cut the conic again. 

The enunciation of the correlative property is left to the student f. 

262. Of the three vertices of the triangle EFG , one always 
lies inside the conic, and the two others outside it. For if E 
is an internal point, its polar does not cut the conic, and con¬ 
sequently F and G are both (jxtcrnal to the conic. If, on the 

* Desargtjes, loc . eit ., p. 186 . 


t PoNCELET, loc. cit., p. 104. 
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other hand, E is an external point, its polar cuts the conic, 
and F and G are harmonic conjugates with regard to the two 
points of intersection; of the two points F and G therefore, 
one must be internal and the other external to the conic. 

From this property and that of Art. 254, I, we conclude 
that of the three sides of any self-conjugate triangle, two 
always cut the curve, and the third does not. 

263. (1). On every straight line there are an infinite number 
of pairs of points which are conjugate to one another with respect 
to a given conic, and these form an involution *. 

( 2 ) . S 1 hrougtt every point pass an infinite number of pairs of 

Straight lines which are conjugate to gne another with respect to 
a given conic, a'nd these form an involution *. * 

(3) . If a paint describes a range, its polar with respect to a 
given conic will trace out a pencil ivhich is projective with the 
given range. And, conversely, if a straight line describes a 
pencil, Us pole with respect to a given conic will trace out 
a range which is projective with the given pencil' f. 

To prove these theorems, consider Fig. 183,® and suppose 
in it the conic and the three points A , B , G to be given. 
Let the point C be supposed to move along the conic. 
Then the rays AC , EG will trace ofit two pencils which are 
projective with one another (Ail. 149 [1]) ; and therefore 
the ranges in which these pencils out the polar of G will be 
projective also ; that is to say, the conjugate points F and E 
will describe two collinear projective ranges. Jn these ranges 
the points F and E correspond to one another doubly, since 
the polar of E passes through F, and the polar of F passes 
through E ; consequently the ranges in question‘are in in¬ 
volution. 

From what has been said it follows aiso that the pairs of 
conjugate lines GF , GE in like manner form an involution, 
and that the range of poles F , F ,... is projective with the 
pencil of polars GF , GE ,... . 

264. If the straight dine L EF cuts the conic, the two points 
of intersection are the double points of the involution formed 
by the pairs of conjugate poles. The centre of the involution 
lies on the diameter which passes through the pole G of the 
given straight line (Art. 290). * 

* Desakuces, loc. cit., pp. 192, 193. 


f Mobius, Baryc. Calc., § 290. 
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If the point Q is external to the conic, the tangents from 0 
to the conic are the double rays of the involution formed by 
the pairs of conjugate polars. 



Consequently (Art. 125) : , 

A chord of a conic is harmonically divided Inf any pair of 
points lying on it which arc*conjugate with respect to the conic ; 
and 

The pair of tangents drawn from any point to a conic are 
harmonic conjugates with respect to any pair of straight lines 
meeting in the given point which are conjugate with respect to 
the conic.* 

If the point 0 lies at infinity, the pairs of conjugate straight 
lines form an involution of parallel rays, the central ray of 
which is a»diameter of the conic (Arts. 120, 276). 

265. Theorem. If two complete quadrangles have the same 
diagonal points, their eight vertices lie either four and four 
on two straight lines or else they aU lie on a conic. 

Let ABGD and A'B'C'D ' (Fig. 184) be two quad¬ 
rangles having the same diagonal points E , F , G ; so that 
BG , AD f B’G ', A'D' all meet in E, 

CA , BD , C’A' fB'D' „ „ F, 

AB , GD , A'B ', G'D' „ „ G. 
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(1). In the first place let the eight Vertices be such that 

some three of them are collinear. 



Suppose for example that A' lies on 
AB. Since AB and A'B' meet in G, 
therefore B' also must lie on AB ; 
and since the straight lines GE , GF 
are harmonically conjugate with 
regard both to AB , CD and to A'B 1 , 
CD', and AB coincides with A'B', 
therb^ore also CD coincides with 


Tfa- 184 - CD'. Thus the four points C , D , 

C, D' are pollinear, and the eight 
points A , B , C D , A', B', C, D' lie four and four'on two 
straight lines. • 

(2). But if this case be excluded, i. e. if no three of the eight 
vertices lie in a straight line, then a conic can be drawn 
through any five of them. ’ Let a conic be draWh through 
A , B , C , D , A' (Fig. 185) ; then shall B', C, D' lie on 
the same conic. For since E ,F,G are the diagonal points 
of the inseribed quadrangle ABCD, C is the pole of EF, and 
therefore G and the point where its polar EF meets the 


transversal OB' A' are harmonically conjugate with regard 
to the points where this transversal cuts the conic. But 


r. 



one of these last points is 
A', therefore the other is 
B' ; for since E , F ,G are 
also the diagonal points of 
the quadrangle A'B'CD’, 
the points ^4'andB'are har¬ 
monically conjugate with 
regard to G and the point 
where EF cuts A { B' . In a 
similar manner it can be 


h Fig. 185. 


shown that C and D' also 


lie on the same conic. The 


eight vertices A , B , C , D , A', B', C', D' therefore lie on 
a conic, and the proposition is proved. 

Since the straight lines AB and A'B'< meet in G, therefore 
AA' and BB', as also AB’ and^ A'B, will meet on EF, the 
polar of G. This property gives the means of constructing 
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the point B' when the points A , B , C , D , A' are given. 
The point C' will then be found as the point of intersection 
of A'F and B’E , and the point D' as that of B'F , A'E , 
and CG. 

266. Suppose now that two conics arc given which arc 
inscribed in the same quadrilateral. Let the four common 
tangents which form this quadrilateral b c a , b , c , cl, and let 
their points of contact with the conics be A , B , G , D and 
A', B', C, D’ respectively. By the theorem of Art. 169, the 
triangle formed by the diagonal/of the circumscribed quadri¬ 
lateral abed has for its vertices the diagonal point* of the 
inscribed quadrangle AffCD and also those of the inscribed 
quadrsftigle A' BCD' ; thus ABCD and * A'B'CD' have 
the same diagonal points. Accordingly, by the theorem of 
Art. 265, the eight points ^ , B , C , D , A' , B', C', D' lie either 
four and four on two straight lines, or they lie all on a conic. 

267. Bjf writing,as usual, line for point, and point for line, 
the propositions correlative to those of Arts. 265 and 266 can 
be proved, viz. 

If two complete quadrilaterals have the same three diagonals , 
their eight sides either pass four and four through two points, or 
else they all touch a conit. • 

If two conics intersect in four points, the eight tangents to 
them at these points either pass four and four through two points, 
or they all touch a conic *. 

268. If thefc be given the diagonal points E , F , G and 
one vertex A of a quadrangle ABCD, the quadrangle is 
completely determined, and can be constructed. For D is 
that point on AE which is harmonically conjugate to A with 
respect to E and the point where FQ cuts AE ; so C is that 
point on AF which is harmonically conjugate to A with 
respect to F and the point where GE cuts AF ; and B is that 
point on AG which is harmonically conjugate to A with 
respect tjp G and the point where EF cuts AG. 

But if there be given the diagonal points E , F, G of 
a quadrangle ABCD and the conic with respect to Which 
EFG is a self-conjugate triangle, the quadrangle is not com¬ 
pletely determined. "For we may take arbitrarily on the 
conic a point A as one vertex of the quadrangle ABCD ; 

* Staudt, be. cit., p. 293. 
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then the other vertices B , C, D are the second points of 
intersection of the conic with the straight lines AG, AF, AE 
respectively. Hence it follows that: 

All conics with respect to which a given triangle EFO is self¬ 
conjugate, and which pass through a fixed point A, pass also 
through three other fixed points B ,0 ,D. 

269. Problem. To construct a conic passing through two given 

points A and A', and with respect to which a given triangle EFG 
shall he self-conjugate. y 

Solution . Construct, in tin* manner just shown, the three points 
B,C, l)'which form with A a complete quadrangle having E, F, 
and G for its diagonal points. Five points A , A\ B , C , D on the 
conic are then known, and by means of Pascal’s theorem any^number 
of other points *,n it nuty be found. Or we may construct the three 
point's B', C, D' which form with A’ a complete quadrangle having 
E , F, and (i for its diagonal points ; the eight points A , B ,C, D , 
A', B', G", U will then all lie on the conic required. 

270. Consider again the problem (Art. 218) of describing a conic 
to touch four given straight lines a ,h , c , d and to pass through 

a given point B (Fig. 186). The 
diagonals of the quadrilateral abed 
form a triangle EFG which is self- 
con jugate with regard to the conic; 
consequently, if the three points 
P ,Q ,11 be constructed which 
together with S form a quadrangle 
having E, F, and G for its diagonal 
points, the three points so con¬ 
structed will Hq also on the 
required conic. Now it may 
happen that there is no conic 
which satisfies the problem, or 
again .there may be two conics 
which satisfy it (Art. 218, right) ; 
in the secoftd case, since the con¬ 
struction for the. points V ,'Q , R is linear, the two conics will both 
pass through these points. Thus ; 

If two conics inscribed in the same quadrilateral abed pass through 
the same point S, they will intersect in three other points P ,Q,R; and 
the triangle formed by the*diagonals of the circumscribed quadrilateral 
abed will coincide with that formed by the diagonal points of the 
inscribed quadrangle PQRB. 

In order to find a constructiqn for the points P ,Q ,R, consider 
the point P for example which lies on E& (Fig. 186). It is seen 
that the segment SP must be diviUed harmonically by E and its 
polar FG (Art. 250) ; but the diagonal {ah) {cd) which passes through 
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E is also divided harmonically, at E and F. We have therefore 
two harmonic ranges, which are of course projective (Art. 51) and 
which are in perspective since they have a self-corresponding point 
at E ; therefore the straight lines P (ab), S ( cd ), and FG, which 
join the other pairs of corresponding points, will meet in a point 
(Art. 80). We must therefore join S to one extremity of one of the 
diagonals passing through E, for example to the point cd, and take 
the point where the joining line meets FG. This point, when joined 
to the other extremity ab of the diagonal, will give a straight line 
which will meet ES in the required point P *. 

271. The propositions and constructions correlative to those of 
the last three Articles will form u/eful exorcises for the student. 
They are the following: ■■ t 

All conics with respect to winch a given triangle is self-conjugate\ 
and whicty touch a fixed straight line, touch three other fixed straight lines. 

To construct a conic to touch two given straight lines, and icith 
respect to which a given triangle shall be self-conjugate. 

If two conics circums&ribinq the same quadrangle have a common 
tangent, they have three other common tangents. 

To construct the three remaining common tangents to two conics 
which pass through four given points and touch a given straight line, 
(Art. 218, left).^ 



272. Let jiBCD (Kig. 187) be a complete quadrilateral whose 
diagonal points are E , F, and G. Let also 
L and P be the points where FG meets Al) and BC respectively. 

M and Q „ \, GE „ RD and CA „ 

iVandP „ „ EF „ CD and AB „ 

The six points so obtained arc the vertices of a complete quad¬ 
rilateral. For the triangle EFG is in perspective with each of the 
triangles ABC, DCB, CD A, BAD, the- centres of perspective being 
D , A , B, C respectively ; whence it follows that the four triafls of 
points PQR, PMN, LQN, and LMR lie on four straight lines (the 
axes of perspective). 

These four axes form a quadrilateral whose diagonals LP, MQ, NR 
form the triangle EFG. Accordingly, a conic inscribed in the 

* Biuanchon, he. cit., p. 46 ; Maclaurin, De tin. Geom., § 43. 
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quadrangle A BCD and passing through L will pass also through 
N , P, and It (Art. 270); similarly a conic can be inscribed in 
the quadrangle ABDC to pass through R , M , N , and Q ; and 
a conic can be inscribed in the quadrangle ACBD to pass through 
Q ,P, M , and L. 

It will be seen that for each of these conics the four tangents 
shown in the figure (the four sides of the complete quadrangle ABCD) 
are harmonic, and that the same will therefore be the case with 
regard to their points of contact (Arts. 148, 204). For take one of 
th<? sides of the quadrangle, for example AB ; a consideration of the 
complete quadrangle CDEF shows that this side is harmonically 
divided in R and G. Now tlN points A , B , G are the points of 
intersection of ftie tangent AB with the other three tangents, and 
R is the point of contact of AB ; therefore the four tangents are 
cut by any other tangent to the conic !n four harmonic points *. 

273. If ABCD is a parallelogram, the points E , G , M , Q pass off 
to infinity, and LNPR also becomes a parallelogram. Of the three 
conics considered above the first will in thiff case be an ellipse which 
touches the sides of the parallelogram ABCD at their middle points; 
the second a hyberbola which touches the sides AB an<J CD at their 
middle points and has AC and BD for asymptotes ; and the third 
a hyperbola having the same asymptotes and touching the sides AD 
and BC at their middle points. 

274. From that corollary to Brianchon's theorem which 
has reference*to a quadrilateral ciroumseribed about a conic 
(Art. 172) Vo have already, in Art. 173, deduced a method 
for the construction of tangents to a conic when w T e are 
given three tangents a , b , c and the points of contact B , C 
of two of them (Fig. 183). Wc take any point E on BC and 
join it to the points ah , ac by the straight lines g , /, respec¬ 
tively ; if the point in which g meets c be joined to that in 
which / meets b, the joining line d will be a tangent to the 
conic. 

The four tangents a ,b ,c ,d form a complete quadrilateral 
two of whose diagonals 'g= (ab) ( cd ) and f=(ac) (kd) intersect 
in E ; therefore also (Art. 172) the chords of contact AD and 
BC of the tangents a and d , b and c respectively will intersect 
in E. The straight lines ‘joining E to .the points ab and ac, 
being two of the diagonals of the quadrilateral abed, are con¬ 
jugate lines with respect to the conic ; consequently : 

If a * triangle abc is circumscribed about a conic, the straight 

* Steiner, loc. cit., p. lfiO, § 43,4 ; Collected Works, vol. i. p. 347 ; Staudt, 
Beitriige zur Oeomr.trie der Lage, Art. 329. 
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lines which join two of its vertices ah and ac to any point E on 
the polar of the third vertex be are conjugate to one another with 
respect to the conic, - 
And conversely: 

If turn straight lines (c and b) touch a conic, any two conjugate 
straight lines (/ and g) drawn from any point ( E) on their chord 
of contact will cut the two given tangents in points such that the 
straight line {a) joining them touches the conic. 

275. Let us now investigate the correlative property. Sup¬ 
pose three points A , B , C on 4i conic to be given, and the 
tangents b , c at two of these points (Fig. 183j. If a Straight 
line e drawri arbitrarily through the point be cut AB in G and 
AG in F ; then if GG and FB be joined they will intersect in 
a point D lying on the conic. * 

The four points A \ B ,J) , G form a complete quadrangle 
two of whose diagonal points lie on e ; therefore (Ait. 166) 
the point be and the point of 
intersection of the tangents at 
A and D will lie on e. The 
points G and F, being two of 
the diagonal points of the 
quadrilateral A BCD, are con¬ 
jugate with respect to the conic; 
consequently * 

If a triangle ABC (Fig. 188) is 
inscribed in a aonic, the points F 
and G in which two of the sides are cut by any straight line 
drawn through the pole S of the third side are conjugate to one 
another with respect to the ccmic. 

And conversely: 

If two given pointa (B , C) on a cqpic be joined to two con¬ 
jugate points (G , F) which are collinear with the pole (S) of the 
chord ( BC ) joining the given points, then the joining lines will 
intersect ip a point (A) lying on the conic. 
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TIIE CENTRE AND DIAMETERS OF A CONIO 

276. Let an infinitely distant point be taken as pole, and 
through it let a transversal be drawn (Fig. 189) to cut the 

conic in two points A and 
--- b ^/f A'. The segment A A' will 

X -x' J be harmonically divided 

Z tt by the pole and the point 

\| where it is cut by the polar 

./Vi x y (Art. 250); this point will 

- — v~~ therefore be the middle 

Fig. 189. •' point of AA' ►■(Art. 59). 

That is to say : 

// any number of parallel chords of a conic die drawn, the 
locus of their middle points is a straight line; and this straight 
line is the polar of the point at infinity in which the chords inter¬ 
sect *. r »» 

277. This straight line is termed the diameter of the chords 
which it bisects. If the diameter meets the conic in two 
points, these will be the points of contact of the tangents 
drawn to the conic from the pole, i. e. of those tangents which 
arc parallel to the bisected chords. If the tangents at the 
extremities A and A' of one of these chords be drawn, they 
will meet in a point on the diameter. If A A' aisd BB f are 
two of the bisected chords, the straight lines AB and A'B', 
AB' and A'B will intersect in pairs on thg diameter (Art. 250). 

If, conversely, from a point on the diameter cqii be drawn 
a pair of tangents a and a' to the conic, their chord of contact 
A A' will be bisected by the diameter; and if through the 
same point there be /Irawn the straight line which is har¬ 
monically conjugate to the diameter with respect to the two 
tangents, this straight line will be parallel to the bisected 
chords. If from two points, on the diameter there be drawn 
two pairs of tangents a and o', b and b', the straight line 

* Apolloxius, Conic., lib. i. 40, 47, 48 j lib. ii. 5, 6, 7, 28-31, 34-37. 
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joining the points ab and a'b' and that joining the points ab r 
and a/6 will both be parallel to the bisected chords (Art. 252). 

278. To each point at infinity, that is, to each pencil of 
parallel rays, corresponds a diameter. The diameters all pass 
through one point; for they are the polars of points lying on 
one straight line, viz. the straight line at infinity ; the point 
in which the diameters intersect is the pole of the straight 
line at infinity (Art. 256). 

279. Since every parabola is touched by the straight line 

at infinity, and the point of contact is the polo of this straight- 
line (Art. 254, II), it follows (Art. 278) that &11 diameters of 
a parabola are parallel tq one another (they all pass through 
the point at infinity on the curve); and conversely, every 
straight line which cuts a parabola at infinity i§ a diameter of 
the curve. * m 

280. If S is any point from which a pair of tangents a and 
a' can be drawn to the conic (Fig. 189), the chord of contact 
AA', the polaT of S, will be bisected at 11 by the. diameter 
which passes through S ; for S and the point at infinity on 
AA' are conjugate points with respect to the conic. If the 
diameter cuts the curve in M and M', the tangents at these 
points are parallel to AA', and MM' is divided harmonically 
by the pole S and the polar A A' (Art. 250). 

If then the conic is a phrabola (Fig. 190) the point M' 
moves off to infinity, and therefore M 
is the middle point of the segment SR ; 
thus 

The straight line which joins the middle 
point of a *chord of a parabola to the pole 
of the chord is bisected by the curve *. 

281. When the conic is not a para¬ 
bola, the straight line at infinity is no 
longer a tangent to the curve, and 
consequently the pole of this straight line, or the point of 
intersection of the diameters, is a pbint lying at a finite 
distance. Since any two points on the conic which are 
collinear with the pole are separated harmonically by the 
pole and the polar (Art. 250),the pole will lie midway between 
the two points on the curve*when the polar lies at infinity. 

* Apollonius, loc . cit ., lib. i. 35. 
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Every chord of the conic therefore which passes through the 
pole of the straight line at infinity is bisected at this point. 

On account of this property the pole of the straight line at 
infinity, the point in which all the diameters intersect, is 
called the centre of the conic. 

282. Applying the properties of poles and polars in general 

(Arts. 250-253) to the case of the 
centre and the straight line at in¬ 
finity, it is seen (Fig. 191) that: 

\ T f A and A' are any pair of 
points on the conic collinear with 
the centre, the tangents at A and 
A'are parallel. * 

If A and A\ B and B' are any 
two pairs of points on the conic which fire collinear with the 
centre, the pairs of chords AB and A'B', AB' and A'B are 
parallel, so that the figure* ABA'B' is a parallelogram. 

If a an,d a' are any pair of parallel tangents, their chord 
of contact passes through the centre, as also dofes the straight 
line lying midway between a and a ' and parallel to both. 

If a and a', b and b' are any two pairs of parallel tangents, 
the straight lifte joining.the points afi and a'b’ and that joining 
the points ab' and a’b both pass through the centre; in 
other words, if aba'b' is a parallelbgram circumscribed to the 
conic, its diagonals intersect in the centre. 

283. If the conic is a hyperbola, the straight line at in¬ 
finity cuts the curve ; consequently the centre is a point 
exterior to the curve (Art. 254 I) in which intersect the 
tangents at the infinitely distant points, i. e. the Asymptotes 
(Fig. 197). 

If the conic is an ellipse, the straight line at infinity does 
not cut the curve ; consequently the centre is a point inside 
the curve (Figs. 191, 192). 

284. Two diameters of a central conic (ellipse or hyper¬ 
bola *) are termed conjugate when they are conjugate straight 
lines with respect to the conic, i.e. when each passes through 
the pole of the other (Art. 255). 

* In the case of the parabola thcife are no pairs of conjugate diameters ; for 
since the centre lies at infinity, the diameter drawn parallel to the chords which 
are bisected by a given diameter must coincide always with the straight line at 
infinity. 


a k 
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Since the pole of a diameter is the point at infinity on any 
of the chords which the diameter bisects, it follows that 
the diameter b' conjugate to a given diameter b is parallel to 
the chords bisected by 6 ; conversely, b' bisects the chords 
which are parallel to b *. 

Any two conjugate diameters form with the straight line 
at infinity a self-conjugate triangle (Art. 258), of which one 
vertex is the centre of the conic and the other two are at 
infinity. 

Since in a self-conjugate triangle two of the sides cut the 
conic and the third side, does not 
(Art. 262), and since jlio straight 
line aff infinity cuts a hyperbola but 
does not cut an ellipse, it follows 
that of every twcf conjugate dia¬ 
meters of a hyperbola one only cuts 
the curve, while an ellipse is eutl>y 
all its diameters. 

285. Problem. Given Jive points A , B , (J , D , E on a conic , to 
determine its centre. 

Solution. We have only to repeat the construction given in Art. 
257, II (right), assuming vhe straight line s to lift in this case at 
infinity. Draw through G a parallel to AB, and determine the point 
O' in which this parallel meets the conic again ; draw also through 
B a parallel to AG, and determine the point B’ in which this parallel 
meets the conic again. The straight liile u which joins the points of 
intersection of the pairs of opposite sides of the quadrangle AGBC, 
and the straight line v which joins the points of intersection of the 
pairs of opposite sides of the quadrangle ABGB', will meet in the 
required ppint 0, which is the pole of the straight line at infinity 
and therefore the centre of the conic f. 

The straight lines u and v arc the diameters conjugate respectively 
to AB and AG ; if through 0 there be drawn the straight lines 
u', v' parallel to AB, AG respectively, then u and u’, v and v' will 
bo two pairs of conjugate diameters. 

If the conic is determined by five tangents, its centre may be 
found by^i method which will be explained further on (Art. 319). 

286. Four tangents to a conic form a complete quadri¬ 
lateral whose diagonals are the sides of a self-con jugate 

* Apollonius, he . cit. .lib. ii. 20. 

f If u and v should bo parallel, tlfc conic is a parabola, whoso diameters aro 
parallel to u and v. 
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triangle (Art. 260). Suppose the four tangents to be parallel 
in pairs (Fig. 191); then one diagonal will pass to infinity, 
and consequently the other two will be conjugate diameters 
(Art. 284); thus : 

The diagonals of any 'parallelogram circumscribed to a conic 
are conjugate diameters. 

The points of contact of the four tangents form a complete 
quadrangle whose diagonal points are the vertices of the self¬ 
conjugate triangle (Arts. 169, 260). In the case where the 
four tangents are parallel in ^tairs one of these diagonal points 
is the centre of the conic, and the other two lie at infinity. 
That is to say, the six sides of the quadrangle are the sides 
and diagonals of an inscribed parallelogram; its sides are 
parallel in pails to the diagonals of the circumscribed paral¬ 
lelogram, and its diagonals intersect fn the centre of the 
conic. r 

287. Conversely, let A&A'B’ (Fig. 191) be any inscribed 
parallelogram, and consider it as a complete quadrangle. 
Since its three diagonal points must be the vertices of a 
self-conjugate triangle, one of them will be the centre of 
the conic, and the other two will be the points at infinity 
on two conjugate diameters ; thus :* 

In any parallelogram inscribed in a conic , the sides are 
parallel to two conjugate diameter 5 and the diagonals intersect 
in the centre. 

Or again : 

The chonls which join a variable point A on a conic to the 
extremities B and B' of a fixed diameter are always parallel to 
two conjugate diameters. 

288. The following conclusions can be drawn at once from 
Art. 286. 

Any two parallel tangents {a and a ') are cut by 'Any pair of 
conjugate diameters in two pa 4 rs of points, the straight lines 
connecting which give two other parallel tangents (b and &'). 

If from the extremities (A and A') of any diameter straight 
lines be drawn parallel to any two conjugate diameters, they 
will meet in two points on the curve, and the chord joining 
these will be a diameter. 

Given any two parallel tangeVits a and a' whose points of 
contact are A and A' respectively, and any third tangent b ; 
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if from A a parallel be drawn to the diameter passing through 
a'b this parallel will meet the tangent 6 at its point of 
contact B. 

Given any two parallel tangents a and a' whose points of 
contact are A and A' respectively, and another point B on 
the conic; the tangent at B will meet the tangent a in 
a point lying on that diameter which is parallel to A'B , and 
it will meet the tangent a' in a point lying on that diameter 
which is parallel to AB. 

289. Suppose now that the £jnic is a circle (Mg. 193), i.e. 
the locus of the vertex of a right angle • 

AMB whose arms AM and BM turn round V— 

fixed points A and B respectively. These 's'\ n y\\ 
arms in moving generate two equal &nd \~~p \— n 

consequently projefctive^ pencils ; there- ^\/ 

fore the tangent at* A ‘will be the ray of 
the first pencil which corresponds to the x 

Jr A l<’i rr IG‘l 

ray BA of the second (Art. 143). The 
tangent at A must therefore make a right angle with BA ; 
and similarly the tangent at B will be perpendicular to AB. 
The tangents at A and B arc therefore parallel, and conse¬ 
quently AB is a diameter, and the middle point 0 of AB is 
the centre of the circle (Art. 282). • 

I. Since AB is a diameter, the straight linos AM and BM 
will be parallel to a pair of conjugate diameters, whatever be 
the position pf M (Art. 287) ; therefore : 

Every pair of conjugate diameters of a circle are at right 
angles to one another. 

II. Siifce the diagonals of any parallelogram circum¬ 
scribed about tho circle are conjugate diameters, they will 
intersect at right angles; thus any parallelogram which 
circumscribes a circle, must be a rhombus. 

III. In a rhombus, the distance between one pair of 
opposite sides is equal to the distance between the other pair ; 
thus by allowing one pair of opposite sides of the circum¬ 
scribed rhombus to vary while the other pair remain fixed, 
we see that the distance between two parallel tangents is 
constant. This distance is the length of tho straight line 
joining the points of contact of tho tangents, for this straight 
line, which is a diameter, cuts at right angles the conjugate 
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diameter and the tangents parallel to it; therefore all 
diameters of a circle are equal in length. 

IV. The diagonals of any inscribed parallelogram are 
diameters ; but all diameters are equal in length ; therefore 
any parallelogram inscribed in a circle must be a rectangle. 

290. Returning to the general case where the conic is any 
whatever (Fig. 189), let s be any straight line and 8 its pole. 
All chords parallel to s will be bisected by the diameter 
passing through S ; for since S and the point at infinity on s 
are conjugate points with respect to the conic, the polar of 
the second point will pass through the first. We may also 
say that : 

If a diametet pass through a fixed pointy the cohjugate 
diameter will bt parallel to the polar of this point. 

I. * If the diameter passing through S tuts the conic in two 
points M and M', then MM' is divided ‘harmonically by the 
pole S and the polar s *; thhs if 0 is the middle point of MM', 
that is, the centre of the conic, and R the point where MM' 
is cut by the polar s, we have (Art. 69) OS. OR = OM 2 . 

II. From this follows a construction for the semi-diameter 
conjugate to a chord A A' of a conic, having given the extremities 
A and A' of the chord,and three other points on the conic. 
We dctermifie (Art. 285) the centre 0, and join it to the 
middle point R of A A' ; we then construct the tangent at 
A and take its point of intersection 8 with OR. If now 
a point M be taken on OR such that OM is the mean pro¬ 
portional between OR and 08, then OM will be the required 
semi-diameter. 

If O lie between R and S, so that OR and OS havfc opposite 
signs, the diameter OR will not cut the conic ; but in this 
case also the length OM, the mean proportional between OR 
and 08, is called the magnitude of the semi-diameterconiug&te 
to the chord AA'. 

An analogous definition can be given for the case of any 
straight line (Art. 294).e v 

III. If the conic is a circle, the perpendicularity of the 
conjugate diameters in this case gives the theorem : 

The polar of any point with respect to a circle is perpendicular 
to the diameter which passes through the pole. 

i * 

* Apollonius, loc. cit., i. 34, 36 ; ii. 29, 30. 
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291. From this last property can be derived a second 
demonstration of the very important theorem of Art. 263 
(3), viz. 

The range formed by any number of collinear points, and the 
pencil formed by their polars with respect to any given conic, are 
two projective forms. 

Consider as poles the points A ,B ,C ,... lying on a straight 
line s (Fig. 194); the diameters 0 (A , B , 0 ,...) obtained by 
joining them to the centre O 
of the conic will form a pencil 
which is in perspective with the 

range A, B, C . Another 

pencil *will be formed t>y the 
polars a , b , c ,... of the points 
A , B , C ,... since these polars 
all pass through a point *S (Art. 

256), the pt:le of s. If now the * 
conic is a cirel®, then by the property proved in Art. 290, 111, 
the straight lfnes 0 (A , B , C , ...) are perpendicular respec¬ 
tively to a , b , c ,... ; and the two pencils are in this case 
equal. The range of poles A , B, C , ... is therefore pro¬ 
jective with the pencil of polars a , b , c ,... with regard to 
a circle. * 

This result may now be Extended and shown to hold not 
only for a circle but for any conic. ’For any given conic may 
be regarded ag the projection of a circle (Arts. 149, 150). In 
the projection, to harmonic forms correspond harmonic forms 
(Art. 51) ; consequently to a point and its polar with regard 
to the confb will correspond a point and its polar with regard 
to the circle, and to a range of poles and the pencil formed 
by their polars with regard to the conic will correspond 
a range of poles and the pencil formed by their polars with 
regard to the circle. But it has been seen that this rapgc 
and pencil are projective in the case of the circle ; therefore 
the same is true with regard to tide range and pencil in the 
case of the conic, and the theorem is proved. 

292. Theorem. A quadrangle is inscribed in a conic, and a point 
is taken on the straight line which joins the points of intersection of the 
pairs of opposite ,%ides. If from this point be drawn the straight lines 
connecting it with the two pairs of opposite vertices, and also a pair of 
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tangents to the conic, these straight lines will he three conjugate pairs 
of an involution. 

Let ABCD be a simple quadrangle inscribed in a conic (Fig. 
195): let the diagonals AC, BD meet in F, and the pairs of opposite 

sides BC , AD and AB, CD in E 
and G respectively; the points 
rN. E , F ,G will then be conjugate two 

1 Y N v and two with respect to the conic 

1 \ (Art. 259). Take any point I on 

\ \ c EG and join it to the vertices of 

1 \ Os' the quadrangle, and draw also the 

1 \f//l V 'V\ liangcnts IP, IQ to the conic. The 

I r ?x /• two tangents are harmonically 

. 1 separated by IE, IF (Art. 264), 

\J \ since tiiese are conjugate st raight 
\ » j lines, F being the pole of TE. But 

, ' ‘ _ ^ the rays IE, IF are harmonically 

0 l> conjugate ‘also with regard to 

Fic- 195. 1A , 1C*’, f$>r the diagonal AC of 

• the complete quadrilateral formed 
by AB, BC , CD, and DA is divided harmonically by the other 
two diagonals BD and EG, and the two pairs of fays in question 
arc formed by joining I to the four harmonic points on AC. For 
a similar reason the rays IE, IF are harmonically conjugate with 

regard to IB , ID. The pair of tangents, 
v\\ f the rays IA , W, and the rays IB, ID are 

IV\ f therefore three conjugate pairs of an involu- 

1 \ \ - tion, of which IE , IF are the double rays 

\ X (Art. 125). • 

1 \ y" I*. By virtue of the theorem correlative 

\ ‘ \ /\ to that of Desargues (Art. 183, right), a 

I conic can be inscribed in the quadrilateral 

1/ ABCD so as to touch the straight lines 

|T / \L/ IP and IQ. 

\ / M/ 7 II. The theorem correlative* to the one 

1 / /a proved above may be thus enunciated : 

/ / . J f. a simple quadrilateral ABCD (Fig. 196) 

\ / is circumscribed about a conic, and if through 

V the point of intersection of its diagonals any 

rig. i.m. transversal he drawn, this ivill cut the conic 

and the pairs of opposite sides AB and CD, 
BC and AD, in three pays of conjugate points of an involution. 

III. By virtue of Desargues’ theorem (Art. 183, left), a conic can 
be described to pass through the four vertices of the quadrilateral and 
through the two points where the conic is cut by the transversal *. 

293. The theory of conjugate points with regard to a conic gives 
a solution of the problem : 


Fig. 196. 


* Chasles, Sections coniquea, Arts. 122, 126. 
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To construct the •points of intersection of a given straight line s with 
a conic which is determined by five points or by ji/ve tangents. 

Take on s any two points U and V, construct their polars u and v 
(Art. 267), and let U' and V be the points where these meet s. If 
the involution determined by the two pairs of reciprocal points U 
and U\ V and V', has two double points M and N, these will be the 
required points of intersection of the conic with s. If U' and V 
should coincide, the conic touches s at the point in which they 
coincide. If the involution has no double points, the conic does 
not cut s *. 

By a correlative method may be solved the problem: to draw 
from a given point S a pair of tangents to a conic which is determined 
by jvve tangents or by jive points. • # 

294. Let A and A' be a pair of points lying on a straight line s 
which qjre conjugate with relpect to the conic, anddet 0 be the point 
where s meets the diameter passing through its pole^S (the diameter 
bisecting chords parallel to s). Then 0 will be the centre o£ the 
involution formed on % by the pairs of conjugate points such as 
A and A', and therefore (Alt. 125) 

• OA . OA' = constant. 

If s cuts the coaic in two points M and N, these will be the double 
points of the iifvolution, and 

OA . OA' = OM 2 = ON 2 . 

If s does not cut the conic, the constant value of OA.OA' will be 
negative (Art. 125); in this case there exists a p^ir H and //' of 
conjugate points of the involution, or of conjugate poiqjs with regard 
to the conic, such that 0 lies midway between them, and 
OA.OA' = OH.OH' = - OH 2 = -OH' 2 . 

The segment HH' has been called an ideal chord f of the conic, 
just as MN in the first case is a real chord. Accepting this defini¬ 
tion we may ssfy that a diameter contains the middle points of all 
chords, real and ideal, which are parallel’to the conjugate diameter. 

When two conics are said to have a real common chord MN, it is 
meant that they both pass through the points M and N. When two 
conics are said to have an ideal common chord HH', this signifies 
that H and H' are conjugate points with regard to both conics, and 
that the diameters of the two conics which pass through the respec¬ 
tive poles of HH' both pass through the middle point of IlH'. 

295. A pencil of rays in involution has in general (Art. 207) 
one pair* of conjugate rays which include a right angle. 
Therefore 

Through a given point can always be drawn one pair of 
straight lines which are conjugate with respect to a given conic 
and which include a right angle; and these are the internal 


* Stattdt, Oeometrie der Lage, Art. 305. 


t PONCELET, IOC . tit ., p. 29. 
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and external bisectors of the angle made with one another by the 
tangents drawn from the given point, when this is exterior to 
the conic. 

296. In Art. 263 (Fig. 183) let the point 0 be taken to 
coincide with the centre O of the conic (hyperbola or ellipse); 
two conjugate lines such as GF, GE will then become con¬ 
jugate diameters, and we see that the pairs of conjugate 
diameters of a conic form an involution. If the conic is 
a hyperbola, the asymptotes are the double rays of the 
involution (Arts. 264, 283); nfchus any two conjugate diameters 
of a hyperbola 'are harmonically conjugate with regard to the 
asymptotes *. If the conic is an ellipse, the involution has 
no double rays. r 

Consider tWo pairs of conjugate elements of an involution ; 
the one pair either overlaps or doe^not overlap the other, and 
according as the first or the second is the case, the involution 
has not, or it has, double points (Art. 128); thus : 

Of any, two pairs of conjugate diameters of an ellipse , the one 
aa’ is always separated by the other bb' (Fig. 192) ; 

Of any two pairs of conjugate diameters of a hyperbola, the one 
aa' is never separated by the other bb' (Fig. 197). 

297. Tho involution of conjugate 
diameters will havo one pair of con¬ 
jugate diameters including a right 
angle (Art. 295). If there were a 
second such pair, cyery diameter 
'would be perpendicular to its con¬ 
jugate (Art. 207), and in that case 
the angle subtended at‘any point 
on the curve by a fixed diameter 
would be a right angle (Art. 287), and consequently the conic 
would be a circle. Every conic therefore which it*not a para¬ 
bola or a circle has a single pair of conjugate diameters which 
are at right angles to one another. These two diameters 
a and a ' are called the axes of the conic (Figs. 192, 197). In 
tho hyperbola (Fig. 197) the axes are the bisectors of the 
angle between the asymptotes m and n (Arts. 296, 60). 

In the ellipse both axes*cut the ourve (Art. 284); the 



* Du la Hike, loc . eft., book ii. prop. 13, Cor. 4. 
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greater (a') is called the major , the smaller (a) the minor axis. 
In the hyperbola only one of the axes cuts the curve ; this 
one (a') is called the transverse axis, the other (a) the conjugate 
axis. The points in which the conic is cut by the axis a' 
in either case are called the vertices. 

Regarding an axis as a diameter which bisects all chords 
perpendicular to itself, it is seen that the parabola also has 
ah axis. For since all chords at right angles to the common 
direction of the diameters are parallel to one another, their 
middle points lie on one straight line, which is the axis a of 
the parabola (Fig. 190). The parabola has> one vertex at 
infinity ; the other, the finite point in which the axis a cuts 
the cufve, is generally called the vertex of tile parabola. 

298. Since each of the orthogonal cohjugate diameters of 
a central conic (ellipse or hyperbola) bisects all chords per¬ 
pendicular to itself, it fallows that the conic is symmetrical 
with respect to each of the diameters in question (Art. 76). 
The ellipse and the hyperbola have therefore each two axes 
of symmetry *’ the parabola, on the other hand, has only one 
such axis. 

The ellipse and hyperbola are also symmetrical with respect 
to a point; the centre Of symmetry, being in» each case the 
pole of the straight line at infinity. * 

In general, given a conic, a point S, and s the polar of S 
with respect to the conic ; if & 
be taken as centre and s as axis 
of harmonic homology (Art. 76), 
the conic is homological with 
itself (Art.* 250) *. 

299. In the theorem of Art. 

275 suppose the inscribed tri¬ 
angle to be AA X M (Fig. 198); 
that is, let two of its vertices A 
and A x be collinear with the centre 0 of the conic, which is 
taken to be an ellipse* or hyperbola. The pole of the side AA X 
will be the point at infinity common to the chords bisected by 
the diameter AA 1? and the theorem will become the following: 

The straight lines which join two conjugate points P and P' 

* Sco also Art. 396, below. 
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to the extremities A and A x of that diameter whose conjugate is 
parallel to PP' intersect on the conic. 

300. The pairs of conjugate points taken, similarly to P 
and P ',011 the diameter conjugate to AA X , form an involution 
(Art. 263) whose centre is the centre 0 of the conic. If this 
involution has two double points B and B x , these lie on the 
curve, which is therefore an ellipse. If the involution has 
no double points, the conic is a hyperbola (Art. 284) ; in this 
case two points B and B x can be found which are conjugate 
in the involution and conseqqpntly conjugate with respect to 
the conic, and which lie at equal distances on opposite sides 
of 0 (Art. 125). In both cases the length of the diameter 
conjugate to AA X is interpreted as being the segment BB X 
(Arts. 290, 294). 

In the ellipse we have (Art. 294) v - 

OP .OP' = constant = OB^=OB x 2 , 
and in the hyperbola 

OP .OP' = constant = OB.OB x - — OB 2 =» —OB x 2 . 

• t 

301. The foregoing theorem enables us to solve the problem : 

To construct by points a conic, having given a pair of conjugate 
diameters AA X and BB X in magnitude and position. 



In the case of the ellipse (Fig. 198) the four points A ,A X , B, B x 
all lie on the curve ; in thc*case of the hyperbola (Fig. 199) let AA X 
be that one of the two given diameters which meets th8 conic. 

Construct on the diameter BB x several pairs of conjugate points 
P and P' of the involution determined by having 0 as centre and 
B and B x in the first cage aa double points,, in the second case as 
conjugate points. The straight lines AP and A X P' (as also A X P 
and AP') will intersect on the curve. 

302. The straight lines pX , OXj drawn parallel to 
AP , A X P' respectively are a pair of conjugate diameters 
(Art. 287). The pairs of conjugate diameters form an 
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involution (Art. 296); consequently the pairs of points 
analogous to X , X' (in which the diameters cut the tangent 
at A) also form an involution, the centre of which is A, since 
OA and the diameter OB parallel to AX are a pair of 
conjugate diameters. If the conic is a hyperbola, the involu¬ 
tion of conjugate diameters has two double rays, which 
are the asymptotes; therefore the points K and K v in 
which AX meets the asymptotes, are the double points of 
the involution XX ... *. 

308. Since OP AX is a parallelogram, AX = -OP ; and 
from the similar and equal triangles OP'A x and AX'O , 
AX'—OP' f. But OP .OP' = ±OB* (Art. 125); therefore 
AX. AX'= JOB 2 ; or 

The rectangle contained by the segments 'intercepted on a fixed 
tangent to a conic between its 'point of contact and the points 
whereit is cut by any two cohjugate diameters is equal to the square 
(+ OB 2 ) on the semi-diameter draufn parallel to the tangent. 

304, We ha\:e seen (Art. 302) that in the case of the hyper¬ 
bola K and K x are the double points of the involution of which 
A is the centre and X , X’ a pair of conjugate points ; thus 

4X.AX' = AX 2 = OB 2 . 

Therefore AK = OB , and OAKB is a parallelogram. Accord¬ 
ingly : 

If a parallelogram be described so as to have a pair of 
conjugate semi-diameters of a hyperbola as adjacent sides, one of 
its diagonals will coincide with an asymptote J. 

Further, the other diagonal AB is parallel to the second 
asymptote. For consider the harmonic pencil (Art. 296) 
formed by the two asymptotes and the two conjugate 
diameters OA , OB. The four points in which this pencil 
cuts AB will be harmonic ; but one of the asymptotes OK 
meets AB an its middle point, therefore the other will meet 
it at infinity (Art. 59). 

305. Let X 1 be the point where the diameter OX meets 
the tangent at A v , Since OX" and OX x are a pair of 

* In Fig. 199 only one of the points JST, JfiT, is shown. 

+ In order to account for tho signs, it need only be observed that in the case 
of the ellipse OP and OP" are similar, buWlX and AX' opposite to one another 
in direction; while in the case of the hyperbola OP and OF arc opposite, but 
AX and AX' similar, as regards direction. 

% Apollonius, loc. cit., book ii. 1. 
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conjugate lines which meet in a point on the chord of 
contact AA X of the tangents AX and A 1 X 1 , the straight line’ 
X'X 1 (Art. 274) will be a tangent to the conic. 

The point of contact of this tangent is M, the point of 
intersection of AP and A X P' (Art. 299). 

306. It is seen moreover that X'X 1 is one. diagonal of the 
parallelogram formed by the tangents at A and A 1 and the 
parallels to AA X drawn through P and P' ; this may also be 
proved in the following manner. All points of a diameter 
have for their polars straight lines which are parallel to the 
conjugate diameter (Art. 284); if then through the con¬ 
jugate points P and P' parallels be drawn to AA X , the first 
will be the polar of P' and the second the polar of P ; con¬ 
sequently thdso parallels are conjugate lines. If now the 
theorem of Art. 274 be applied to t^esc conjugate lines and the 
two tangents at A and A x , we obtain fhc following proposition: 

If a parallelogram is such that one pair of its opposite sides 
are tangents to a conic , and the other pair are straight lines, 
conjugate with regard to the conic and drawn parallel to the 
chord of contact of the two tangents, then its diagonals also will 
he tangents to the conic. 

307. This gives the following solution of the problem : 

To construct a conic hy tangents, having given a 'pair of conjugate 
diameters AA X and BB X in magnitude y and direction. 

Suppose BB X to be that diameter which meets the conic in the 
case where the latter is a hyperbola. On BB X determine a pair of 
conjugate points P and P' of the involution which has the centre 0 
of the conic as centre and‘the points B, B x either as double points 
or as conjugate points, according as the conic to be drawn is an 
ellipse or a hyperbola. l)raw through A and A x parallels to BB X , 
and through P and P' parallels to AA X ; the diagonals of the 
parallelogram so obtained will be tangents to % the required conic. 

y 

308. The segments AX and A x X x are equal in*magnitude 
and opposite in sign ; and it has been seen (Art. 303) that 
AX .AX' = + OB 2 ; therefore AX'. A x X x = ± OP 2 ; or 

The rectangle contained by the segments intercepted upon two 
parallel fixed tangents between their points of contact and the 
points where they are cut by a variable tangent (X'X x ) is equal 
to the square (± OB 2 ) on the Semi-diameter parallel to the fixed 
tangents *. « 


* See Art. 160. 



aiflj THE CENTRE AND DIAMETERS OF A CONIC 225 

' 809. Since the straight line OB is parallel to AX and A x X x 
ai^d half-way between them, the segments determined by 
AM and A X M respectively on A x X x and AX (measured from 
A x and A respectively) are double of OP and OP' ; but by 
the theorem of Art. 300 the rectangle OP .OP' is constant; 
thus 

The straight lines connecting the extremities of a given 
diameter with any point on the conic meet the tangents at these 
extremities in two points such that the rectangle contained by 
the segments of the tangents intercepted between these points 
and the points of contact is constant *. " * 

310. Since X is (Art. £88) the point of intersection of the 
tangent at A and the tangent parallel ty X'X^ , the proposi¬ 
tion of Art. 303 may also be expressed as follows : 

The rectangle contained by the segments {AX , AX') deter¬ 
mined by two variable parallel tangents upon any fixed tangent 
is equal to the square (+ OB 2 ) on the semi-diameter parallel to 
the fixed tangent. 


311. From the theorems of Arts. 299, 300 is derived the solution 
of the following problem : 

Given the two extremities A and A x of a diameter of a conic, a third 
point M on the conic, and the direction of the diameter conjugate to 
AA X , to determine the length of the latter diameter (Fig. 299). 

Through O, the middle point of AA X , draw the diameter whose 
direction is given ; let it be cut by AM und A X M in P and P' respec¬ 
tively, and take OB the mean proportional between OP and OP '; 
then OB will be*the half of the length required. 

312. The proposition of Art. 303 gives* a construction for pairs of 

conjugate diameters , and in par¬ 
ticular for the axes, of an ellipse of 
which two conjugate semi-diameters 
OA and OB are given in magnitude 
and direction (Fig. 200). 

Through A draw a parallel to 
OB ; this will be the tangent at s A, 
aiid will be cut by any tw*o conju¬ 
gate ebameters in two points X and 
X' such th*at AX.AX'= —OB 2 . ^ 
Fig. 200. If now there be taken on the 




normal at A two segments AO and 
AD each equal to OB, every circle passing through C and D will cut 
this tangent in two points X and X' which possess the property 


1514 


* Apollonius, be . cit ., lib. iii. 53. 
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expressed by the .above equation; these points are therefore such 
that the straight lines joining them to the centre 0 will give the 
directions of a pair of conjugate diameters. If the circle be drawn 
through 0 the angle XOX' becomes a right angle, and consequently 
OX , OX' will be the directions of the axes. 

Since the circular arcs OX', X'D are equal, the angles COX', X'OD 
arc equal; consequently OX', OX are the internal and external 
bisectors of the angle which OC, OB make with one another. In 
order then to construct the semi-axes OP , OQ in magnitude, let fall 
perpendiculars AX V AXf on OX, OX' respectively. Then X and X v 
X' and Xy are pairs of conjugate points ; therefore OP will be the 
geometric mean between OX an^ 0X V and OQ the geometric mean 
between PX' and OXy *. 



"313. Through the extremities A ,«and A ' (Fig. 201) of two 
conjugate semi-diameters OA and OA' of a conic draw any 
two parallel cliords AB and A'B'. To 
find the points B and B' we have cnly 
to join the poles of these chords ; this 
will give the diameter OX' which 
passes through their middle points. 

Let OX be the diameter conjugate 
to OX', i. e. that diameter which is 
parallel to the chords AB , A'B'. The 
pencils 0 (XX'AB) and 0 ( X'XA'B ') are each harmonic 
(Art. 59), and are therefore projective with one another; 
consequently the pairs of rays 0 (XX', AA', BB') are in 
involution (Art. 123). ’But the two pairs 0 (XX', AA') 
determine the involution of conjugate diameters (Arts. 127, 
296); therefore also OB and OB' are conjugate diameters. 
Thus 

If through the extremities A and A' of two conjugate semi¬ 
diameters 'parallel chords AB, A'B' be drawn, the points 
B and B' will be the extremities of two bther conjugate semi¬ 
diameters. 

Two diameters AA and BB determine four chords AB 
which form a parallelogram (Arts. 260, 287). The diameters 
conjugate respectively *lo them form in the same way 
another parallelogram, which has its sides parallel to those 
of the first; that is, every chord AB is parallel to two 
chords A'B', and not parallel to two other chords A'B'. 


* Chasljss, Apcrgu Juniorique, pp. 45, 362 ; Sections comques, Art. 205. 
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314. Let H , K be the points where AB is cut by OA', 
OB' respectively. The diameter OX' which bisects A'B' 
will also bisect HK ; therefore AB and HK have the same 
middle point; thus AH = KB and AK = 11B. The triangles 
OAK and OBH are therefore equal in area (Euc. I. 37), as 
also AKB' and BHA', and therefore also OAB' and OA'B 
are equal. Accordingly : 

The 'parallelogram described on two semi-diameters (OA , 
OB') as adjacent sides is equal in area to the parallelogram 
described similarly on the two conjugate semi-diameters. 

In the same way the triangles OAB and OA'B' can bo 
proved equal. • 

ThePtriangles AIIA', hKB' are equal for the same reason ; 
and OAH , OBK are equal, and therefore dlso OAA' and 
OBB'. Therefore ’ 

The parallelogram* described on a pair of conjugate semi¬ 
diameters as adjacent sides is of constant area *. 

315. Let M and N be the middle points of. the non- 
parallel chords AB and A'B'. Since AB and A'B' are 
parallel to a pair of conjugate diameters (Art. 287) and since 
ON is the diameter conjugate to 
the chord A'B', therefore ON will 
be parallel to AB ; so also OM will 
be parallel to A’B’. Thtf angles 
OMA and ON A' are therefore* 
equal or supplementary; and 
since the triangles OMA and « 

ON A' are equal in area (being 
halves of the equal triangles OAB 
and OA'B') we have (Euc. VI. 15), 

OM.AM=±ON.NA' f. 

Now project (Fig. 202) the points A , M , B, A', N , B' 
from the point at infinity on OB as centre upon the straight 
line B'B'. The ratio of the parallel segments AM and ON, 
OM and NA' is equal to that of*thek projections ; we con* 
elude therefore from the equality just proved that 
rectangle contained by the projections of OM and AM is 

* Apollonius, he. ciL, lib. vii. 31, 32.* 

t The signs + and — caused by tjjic relative direction of the segments OM , 
NA ' and ON J AM,correspond respectively to the case of the ellipse (Fig. 201), 
and to that of the hyperbola (Fig. 202). 

Q 2 
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equal to that contained by the projections of ON and NA'. 
As the projecting rays are parallel to OB, the projections of 
OM and MA arc each equal to half the projection of BA or 
of OA . Since N is the middle point of A’B', the projection 
of ON will be equal to half the sum of the projections-of OA’ 
and OB', and the projection of NA' will be equal to half the 
projection of B'A ', that is, to half the difference between the 
projections of OA' and OB'. We have therefore 
(proj. OAf = + proj. {OA' +0B') 
x proj. (OB' —OA'), 

or % (proj' OA'f± (proj. OAf =(proj. OB') 2 . 

in the same manner, by projecting the same points on OB 
by means of rays parallel to OB' (Fig. 203), we should obtain 
(pr6j. OA J 2 ± (proj. OA' f - (proj. OB) 2 . 

This proves the following proposition .* 

If any pair of conjugate diameters hre projected upon a fixed 

* diameter by means of parallels to 
the diameter conjugate to this last, 
then the sum (in the ellipse) or 
difference (in the hyperbola) of the 
squares on the projections is equal 
to the square on the fixed diameter . 

By the Pythagorean theorem 
(Euc.' I. 47) the sum of the 
squares on the orthogonal pro¬ 
jections of a segment on two 
straight lines at right angles to 
one another is equal to the square on the segment itself. If 
then a pair of conjugate diameters are projected orthogonally 
on one of the axes of a conic and the squares on the pro¬ 
jections of each diameter on the two axes are added together, 
the following proposition will be obtained : « 

The sum (for the ellipse) or difference (for the hyperbola) of 
the squares on any pair of conjugate diameters is constant, and 

is equal to the sum or (Ik, difference of the.squares on the axes*, 

* 

316. If five points on a conic are given, then by the method 
explained in Art. 285 the centre 0 and two pairs of conjugate 
diameters u and u', v and v' can be constructed. If these pairs 
overlap one another, the. conic is an, ellipse ; in the contrary case it 

c « 

* Apollonius, he. cit., lib. vii. 12, 13, 22, 25. 
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is a hyperbola (Art. 296). II in this second case the double rays of 
the involution determined by the two pairs u and it', v and v' be 
constructed, they will be the asymptotes of the hyperbola. 

If in either case the orthogonal pair of conjugate rays of the 
involution be constructed, they will be the axes of the conic. 

The direction of the axes can be found without first constructing 
the centre and two pairs of conjugate diameters*. Let A , B , (J , F, G 
be the five given points (Fig. 168); describe a circle round three of 
them ABC, and construct (Art. 227, I) the fourth point of inter¬ 
section C' of this circle with the conic determined by the five givey, 
points. Any transversal will cut the two curves and the two pairs 
of opposite sides of the common*inseribcd quadrangle ABC& in 
pairs of points forming an involution (Art. 183). The doijjde points 
P and Q (if such exist) of this involution will be conjugate with 
regard ^o each of the curvA (Arts. 125, 263) ; i.c. they will be the 
pair common (Art. 208) to the two involutions which are formed 
on the transversal by the pairs of points conjugate with regard to 
the circle and by the |>airs of points conjugate with regard to the 
conic (Art. 263). Suppose that the straight line at infinity is taken 
as the transversal. As this straight iine does not meet the circle, 
one at least of these two involutions will have no double points, 
and consequently (Art. 208) the points P and Q do really exist. 
Since these points are infinitely distant and are conjugate with 
regard to both curves they will be (Arts. 276, 284) the poles of two 
conjugate diameters of the circle and also of two conjugate diameters 
of the conic ; but conjugatodiameters of the circle ^re perpendicular 
to one another (Art. 289); therefore P and Q are tfyo poles of the 
axes of the conic. Further, the segment PQ is harmonically divided 
by either pair of opposite sides of the quadrangle ABCC '; con¬ 
sequently P and Q are the points at infinity on the bisectors of the 
angles included by the pairs of opposite sides (Art. 60). In order 
then to find the required directions of the axes, we have only to 
draw the bisectorsf of the angle mcludecf by a pair of opposite sides 
of the quadrangle ABCC', for example by AB and CC (Fig. 168). 

317. Let qrst (Fig. 161) be a complete quadrilateral, and 8 
any point. It lias already been seen (Art. 185, right) that the 
pairs of rays a and a\ b and b\ whifch join S to two pairs of 
opposite vertices, belong to an involution of which the 
tangents drawn from 8 to any conic inscribed in the quadri¬ 
lateral afe" a pair of conjugate rays. Suppose the involution 
to have two double rays m and n ; they will be harmonicaliy. 
conjugate with regard to such a pair of tangents (Art. 125), 
and will consequently,be conjugate lines with respect to the 
conic. But (Art. 218, right ) a m and n are the tangents at 8 

* Ponoelet, he. cit., Art. 394. t See also the note to Art. 387. 
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to the two conics which can be inscribed in the quadrilateral 
qrst so as to pass through 8. Therefore 

If two conics which are inscribed in a given quadrilateral pass 
through a given point , their tangents at this point are conjugate 
Hues with respect to any conic inscribed in the quadrilateral. 

Instead of taking an arbitrary point 8, let m be supposed 
given. If this straight line does not pass through any of the 
vertices of the quadrilateral, there will be one conic, and only 
one, which touches the five straight lines m , q , r , s , t 
(Art. 152). Let S be the point where this conic touches m; 
there will be a Second conic which is inscribed in the quadri¬ 
lateral and which passes through /S'; let the tangent to this 
at 8 be n. The straight lines in and n will then be conjugate 
to qno another with respect to all conics inscribed in the 
quadrilateral; and therefore (Art.,255),* 

The poles of any straight line m witlff respect to all conics 
inscribed in the same quadrilateral lie on another straight linen* 
Moreover, since the straight lines m and n arc the double 
rays of the involution of which the rays drawn from 8 to two 
opposite vertices are a conjugate pair, therefore m and n 
divide harmonically each diagonal of the quadrilateral. 

318. I. The* correlative propositions to those of Art. 317 
are the folloVing : 

If a straight line touches two conics which circumscribe the 
same Quadrangle , the two points of contact 
are conjugate to one another mth respect to 
all conics circumscribing the quadrangle. 

The polars of any given point M with 
respect to all the conics circumscribing the 
same quadrangle meet in a fixed point N. 
The segment MN is divided harmonically at the two points 
where it is cut by any pair of opposite sides of the complete 
quadrangle. 

* Alternative Proof. Let C, ()'• bo two of the conics, and let*Tne poles of 
m with regard to them be M , M' respectively; let tho line MM' be denoted 
'by n. Then since m and n arc conjugate lines with regard to G and also to C", 
they are harmonic conjugates of tho pair of tangents from the point (m») to 
G and to C' also; therefore they aro the double rays of the involution of tan¬ 
gents to all the conics of the system. ,Let G" be any other conio of the system. 
Then m and n must be harmonic conjugates of the. pair of tangents from the 
point ( tnn ) to G"; thus m and n aro c An jugate lines wit,h regard to C", and 
therefore the pole of m with regard to O" lies on n. The locus of tho polo of 
m with regard to any conic of the system is a straight line n. , 
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II. Suppose in the second theorem of Art. 317 that the 
straight line m lies at infinity ; then the poles of m will bo 
the centres of the conics (Art. 281), and n will bisect each of 
the diagonals of the quadrilateral (Art. 59); therefore : 

The centres of all conics inscribed in the same quadrilateral 
lie on the straight line (Fig. 204) which passes through the 
middle points of the diagonals of the quadrilateral *. 

III. Suppose similarly in theorem I of the present Article 

that the point M lies at infinity ; the polars of M will become 
the diameters conjugate to tjiose which have M as their 
common point at infinity ; thus : • 

In any conic circumscribing a given quadrangle, the diameter 
which is conjugate to one drawn in a given JUked direction unll 
pass through a fixed point. • 

319. Newton’s theorem (I rfc. 318, II) gives a simple method for 
finding the centre of a home deter¬ 
mined by five tangents a ,b , c , d , e 
(Fig. 205). The four tangents 
a , b , c , d foim a quadrilateral; 
join the middle points of its diago¬ 
nals. Let the same he done with 
regard to the quadrilateral ahee ; 
the two straight lines thus obtained 
will meet in the required centre 0. 

The five tangents, taken four 
and four together, form five quad¬ 
rilaterals ; the five straight lines 
which join the middle points of the 
diagonals of each of the quadri¬ 
laterals will therefore all meet hi 
the centre Q of the conic inscribed 
in the pentagon abcdc. 

The same theorem enables us to 
find the direction of *he diameters 
of a parabojfl which is determined 
by four tangents a ,b ,c ,d. For each point on the straight lino 
joining the middle points of the diagonals of the quadrilateral a6aZ 
is the poh of the straight line at infinity with regard to some conic 
inscribed in the quadrilateral (Art. 318, II); therefore the point at 
infinity on the line will be the pole with regard to the inscribed 
parabola (Arts. 254 III, and 23). The straight line therefore which 
joins the middle points of the diagonals is itself a diameter of the 
parabola (Fig. 204). * * 



Newton, Principia, book i. lemma 25. Cor. 3. 
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POLAR RECIPROCAL FIGURES 

320. An auxiliary conic K being given, it has been seen 
(Art. 256) that if a variable pole describes a fixed straight 
line its polar turns round a fixed point, and reciprocally, 
that if a straight line considei^d as polar turns round a fixed 
point, it 9 pole describes a fixed straight line. 

Consider now as polars all the tangents of a given curve C, 
or in other words suppose the polar to move, and to envelope 
the given curv*e. Its’pole will describe another curve, which 
may be denoted by C'. Thus the points V)f C' are the poles of 
the tangents of C. * * 

But it is also true that,* reciprocally, the points of C are 
the poles of the tangents of C'. For let 
M' and N' be two points on fc' (Fig. 206); 
their polars m and n will be two tangents 
to C, and the point mn where they meet 
will be the pole 6 f the chord M’N’ (Art. 
256). Now suppose the point N* to 
approach M' indefinitely ; the chord M'N' 
will approach more and more nearly to 
the position of the tangent £t M' to the 
curve XJ' ; the straight line n will at the 
same time approach more and more nearly to coincidence 
with m, and the point mn will tend more and rribre to the 
point where m touches C. In the limit, when the distance 
M'N' becomes indefinitely small, the tangent to C' at M' 
will become the polar of the point of contact ohm with C. 
Just then as the tangents of C are the polars of the points 
of C', so also are the tangents of C' the polars of tjie points 
of C ; if a straight lincm touches the curve C at M, the pole 
fir of m is a point of the curve C' and the polar m' of M is 
a tangent to the curve C' at M’. 

Two curves C and C' such- that each is the locus of the 
poles of the tangents of the other, and at the samp time also 
ihe envelope of the polars of the points of the other, are said 


/ 
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to be polar reciprocals * one of the other with respect to the 
auxiliary conic K. 

321. An arbitrary straight line r meets one of the reciprocal 

curves in n points say ; the polars of these points are n tan¬ 
gents to the other curve all passing through the pole R' of r. 
To the second curve therefore can be drawn from any given 
point R' the same number of tangents as the first curve has 
points of intersection with the straight line r, the polar of R '; 
and vice versa. In other words, the degree and class of a curvt 
are equal to the class and degree respectively of its polar reciprocal 
with respect to a conic . • * # 

322. Now suppose the curve C to be a conic, and a 9 h 
two tangents to it; tfiey will be cut by all the other 
tangents c , d , e ,... in corresponding points of i wo projective 
ranges (Art. 149). Ia other words, C may be regarded as the 
curve enveloped by* thfi straight lines c , d , e, ... which 
connect the pairs of corresponding points of two projective 
ranges lying otjl a and b respectively (Art. 150). 

The curve b' will pass through the poles A', B', C", D', 
E\ ... of the tangents a , b , c , d , e ,... of C. The straight 
lines A' {O', D\ E ',...) will be the polars of the points 
a (c, d , e ,...) and will form a pencil projective with the 
range of poles lying on the straight line a (Art. 291); so 
too the straight lines B' (C*, D', E ',...) will be the polars of 
the points b (c, d , e ,...) and will form a pencil projective with 
the range of poles lying on 6. But the ranges a (c, d, e ,...) 
and b (c, d , e , ...) are projective; therefore also the pencils 
A' (C", D'y E'y ...) and B' {C, D\ E \...) are projective. Con¬ 
sequently *C' is the locus of the points of intersection of 
corresponding rays of two projective pencils; that is 
(Art. 150) a conic. Accordingly : 

The polar reciprocal of a conic with respect to another conic 

is a conic |. % 

323. When an auxiliary conic K is given and another conic 
C whose polar reciprocal C' is to bb determined, the question 
arises whether C' is an ellipse, a hyperbola, or a parabdlh. 
The straight line at infinity is the polar of the centre 0 of K ; 
therefore the points.at infinity on C' correspond to the 
tangents of C which pass through 0. It follows that the 
* Poncelet, he. cit.y Art. 232. t Ibid., Art. 231. 



234 POLAR RECIPROCAL FIGURES [323 

conic C' mil be an ellipse or a hyperbola according as the point 
O is interior or exterior to the conic C, and C' will be a parabola 
when O lies upon C. 

If A is the pole of a straight line a with respect to C, and 
a' the polar of A and A' the pole of a with respect to K, then 
will A' be the pole of a' with respect to C', since to four poles 
forming a harmonic range correspond four polars forming 
a harmonic pencil (Art. 291) and vice versa. Therefore the 
Centre M' of C' will be the pole with respect to K of the 
straight line rn which is the pplar of 0 with respect to C. To 
two conjugate diameters of C' will correspond two points of 
m*which are conjugate with respect to C, &c. 

324. Let there be given in the plane of the auxiliary conic 
a figure (Art. I) or complex of any kind composed of points, 
straight lines, and curves ; and let the *polar of every point, 
the pole of every line, and the ffolar reciprocal of every 
curve, be constructed. In this way a new figure will be 
obtained,; the two figures are said to be pglar reciprocals 
one of the other, since each of them contains the poles of 
the straight lines of the other, the polars of its points, and 
the curves which are the polar reciprocals of its curves. 
To the method whereby the second figure has been derived 
from the first the name of polar reciprocation is given. 

Two figures which are polar reciprocals one of the other are 
correlative figures in accordance with the law of duality in 
plane Geometry (Art. 33) ; for to every point of the one 
corresponds a straight line of the other, and to every range 
in the one corresponds a pencil in the other. They lie 
moreover in the same plane ; their positions in* this plane 
are determinate, but may be interchanged, since every 
point in the one figure and the corresponding straight line 
in the other are connected by the relation that they are 
pole and polar with respect to a fixed conic. Thus two polar 
reciprocal figures are correlative figures which are coplanar, 
and which have a special relation to one. another with respect 
*fo their positions in the plane in which they lie. On the 
other hand, if two figures are merely correlative in accord¬ 
ance with the law of duality, there is no relation of any 
kind between them as regards itheir position *. # 

* Steiner, loc. cit p. vii of the preface; Collected Works, vol. i. p. 234. 
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325. If one of the reciprocal figures contains a range (of 
poles) the other contains a pencil (of polars), and these two 
corresponding forms are projective (Art. 291). If then the 
points of the range are in involution, the rays of the corre¬ 
sponding pencil will also be in involution, and to the double 
points of the first involution will correspond the double rays 
of the second (Art. 124). If there is a conic in one of the 
figures there will also be one in the other figure (Art. 322) ; 
to the points of the first conic will correspond the tangents Cf 
the second, and to the tangents of the first will correspond 
the points of the second ; to an inscribed polygon iij the first 
figure will correspond a circumscribed polygon in the second 
(Art. j20). If the first figure exhibits the proof of a theorem 
or the solution of a problem, the second will Show the proof 
of the correlative tHfeorenj or the solution of the correlative 
problem ; that namely Vhich is obtained by interchanging 
the elements * point ’ and * line.’ 

326. Theorem. If two triangles are both self-conjugate with regard 
to a given conic , their six vertices lie on a conic, and their six sides 
touch another conic *. 

Let ABC and DBF be two triangles (Fig. 207) each of which 
is self-con jugate (Art. 258) with regard to a 
given conic K. Let BE and DF cut BC in 
B x and C\ respectively, and let AB and AC 
cut EF in E x and F x respectively. The point 
B is the pole of CA, and C is the pole of AB ; 

B x is the pole of the straight line joining the 
poles of BC and DE, i. e. of AF ; and C x is 
the pole of the straight line joining the*poles 
of BC and DF, i. e. of AE. The range of poles 
BCB X C X is therefore (Art. 291) projective with 
the pencil of polars A(CBFE), and therefore with the range of points 
F X E X FE in which this pencil is cut by the transversal EF. Thus 
(BLB X C 1 ) = (F 1 E 1 FE). 

• = (E X F X EF) by Art. 45, 

which shows that the two ranges jn which the straight lines BC stnd 
EF respectively are cut by AB,CA, DE, FD arc projectively related. 
These Bix’btraight lines therefore, the six sides of the given triangles, 
all touch a conic C (Art. 150, 11). ^ ^ 

The poles of these six sides are the six vertices of the triangles ; 
these vertices therefore all lie on another conic C' which is the polar 
reciprocal of C with regard to the conic K f. 

* Steiner, Joe. cit., p. 308, § 60, ^2x. 46; Collected Works, vol. i. p. 448; 
Chasles, Sections Coniques, Art. 215. 

f Wo may show independently that the six vertices lie on a conic as follows. 
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327. The proposition of the preceding Article may also be expressed 
as follows : Given two triangles which are self-conjugate with regard 
to the same conic K; if a conic C touch five of the six sides it will 
touch the sixth side also, and if a conic pass through five of the six 
vertices it will pass through the sixth vertex also. 

It follows that if a conic C touch the sides of a triangle abc which 
is self-conjugate with regard to another conic K, there are an infinite 
number of other triangles which are self-conjugate with regard to the 
second conic and which circumscribe the first. 

For let d be any tangent to C ; from D, its pole with regard to K, 
draw a tangent e to C, and let /be the polar with regard to K of the 
point de ; then the triangle def \yill be self-conjugate with regard to 
K (Art. 259). But C touches five sides a t b, c, d, e of two triangles 
which ard both self-conjugate with respect to K; therefore it must 
also touch the sixth side f ; which proves the proposition. ^ 

328. If the point D is such that from it a pair of tangents e' and 
/' can be drawn to K, the four straight lines e ,f, e', f' will form 
a harmonic pencil (Art. 264), since e and /'are conjugate straight 
lines with respect to the conic K; consequently the straight lines 
ef and /' are conjugate to one another with respect to CJ. 

The locus of D is the conic C' which is the polar reciprocal of C 
with regard to K; therefore : ? 

If a conic C is inscribed in a triangle which is self-conjugate with 
respect to another conic K, the locus of a point such that the pairs of 
tangents drawn from it to the conics C and K form a harmonic pencil 
is a third conic C' which is the polar reciprocal of C with respect to K. 

329. Correlatively : If a conic C' circumscribes a triangle which 

is self-conjugate with respect to another conic K, there are an infinite 
number of other triangles which are inscribed in C' and are sdf-conjugate 
with respect to K; and the straight lines which cut C' and K in two 
pairs of points which are harmonically conjugate to one another all 
touch a third conic C ivhich is the polar reciprocal of C' with regard 
to K. 1 

330. Theorem. If two triangles circumscribe the same conic, 
their six vertices lie on another conic. 

Let OQ'R' and O'PS be two triangles each circum¬ 
scribing a given conic C (Fig. 208). The two tangents PS 
and Q'R' are cut by the four other tangents O'P, OQ', OR', 
O'S in two groups of corresponding points PQRS and 
P'Q'R'S' of two projective, ranges u and v! (Art. 149); con¬ 
sequently the pencils 0(PQRS) and O' (P'Q'R'S 1 ) formed by 

It has been seen that the pencil of polars A (CBFE) is projective with the range 
of poles BCB i C l ; it is therefore projective with the pencil D (BCBfi^) formed by 
joining these to the point D. Thcrefote ' 

A (CBFE) = D (BCBXj,) = D (BCEF) 

= D (CBFE) by Art. 46, 

which show's (Art. 160,1) that A , B , C , D , E , F lie on a conic. 
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connecting these points with 0 ai^d O' respectively are pro¬ 
jective. Therefore the points P , Q\ R', S , in which their 
pairs of corresponding rays intersect, lie on a conic C' (Art. 



150,1) passing through the centres 0 and O' ; which proves 
the theorem. 9 * 

331. The theorem correlative and converse to the foregoing 

one is the following : ,• 

If two triangles are inscribed in the same conic, their six 
sides touch another conic *. 

This may be proved by considering the triangles 
OQ'R ' and O'PS as both inscribed in the conic C\ and by 
reasoning in a manner exactly analogous, bijt correlative, 
to that above. 

332. It follows at once tljat; 

If two triangles circumscribe If two triangles arc inscribed 
the same conic, the conic which in the same conic, the conic 
passes through five of their ver- which touches five of their sides 
tices passes through the sixth a touches the sixth side also, 
vertex also. 

Or: 

If two conics are such that a triangle can be inscribed in the 
one so os to circumscribe the other , them there exist an infinite 
number of other triangles which possess the same properly f. 

333. There are in the figure (Fig. 208) four projectile 
forms : Ahe two ranges u and y!, which determine the 
tangents to the conic 0, and the two pencils 0 and O', whi<ih 
determine the points of C'; the pencil 0 is in perspective 

with the range u and the pencil O’ is in perspective with the 

• * 

* Brianchon, loc. cit., p. 35; Steine*., loc. cit., p. 173, § 46, II; Collected 
Works, vol. i. p."356. * 

t Poncelet, he. cit.. Art. 565. 
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range u'. If then any tangent to C cut the bases u and u' 
of the two ranges in A and A' respectively, the rays QA and 
O' A' will meet in a point M lying on C'; and, conversely, 
if any point M on C' bo joined to the centres O and O', the 
joining lines will cut u and u' respectively in two points A 
and A' such that the straight line joining them is a tangent 
to C. Therefore : 

If a variable triangle AA'M is If a variable triangle AA'M is 
such that two of its sides pass such that two of its vertices lie 
respectively through two fixed^ respectively on two fixed tangents 
points O' and 0 lying on a given u and, u' to a given conic , and 
conic, anil the vertices opposite to the sides opposite to them pass 
them lie respectively on two fixed respectively through two fixed 
straight lines u and u!, while the points O' and 0, while Ihe third 
third vertex lies always on the side always touches the given 
given conic, then the third side conic, then the third vertex will lie 
will touch a fixed conic which on a fixed conic which passes 
touches the straight lines u and.u'. through the points 0 and O', 

334. Theorem. If the extremities of each of two diagonals of 
a complete quadrilateral are conjugate points with respect to a 
given conic, the extremities of the third diagonal also will be 
conjugate points with respect to the same conic *. 

Let A3XY (Fig. 209) be‘a complete quadrilateral 
such that A is conjugate to X, and B to Y, with respect to 

a given conic K (not 
shown in the figure). 
Let the sides AB , X Y 
meet in G, and the sides 
AY, BX in Z\ then 
shall 0 and Z be con¬ 
jugate points with re¬ 
spect to the conic K. 

Suppose the polars of 
the points A , B, G 
(with respect to K) to cut the straight line ABC ip A', B', O' 
respectively. The thvee pairs of conjugate points A and A', 
B and B', C and C are in involution; consequently, con¬ 
sidering XYZ as a triangle cut by a transversal A'B'C', 
it follows by Art. 135 that the straight lines XA', YB', ZG' 

* Hesse, ])e octo punctis intersections trium superficiprumf secundi ordinis 
(Dissertatio pro venia legendi, Regiomonti, 1840), p. 17. 
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meet in one point Q. Since evidently XA' is the polar of 
A and YB' the polar of B with respect to K, their point of 
intersection Q is the pole of AB. Since then G is a point on 
AB and is conjugate to G\ its polar will be QC '; but QC' 
passes through Z ; therefore G and Z arc conjugate points, 
which was to be proved. 

335. The proof of the following, the correlative theorem, is 
left as an exercise to the student: 

If two pairs of opposite sides of a complete quadrangle are 
conjugate lines with respect to atonic, the two remaining sides 
also are conjugate linesnvith respect to the same coni q 

In order to obtain such a complete quadrangle, it v is 
only rffecessary to take the polar reciprocal of the quadri¬ 
lateral considered in Hesse’s theorem, i.e. the iigure which is 
formed by the polarS of tlie six points A and X, B and Y, 
G and Z. •• 




336. The'following proposition' is a corollary to that of 
Art. 334 : 

U t 

Two triangles which are reciprocal with respect to a conic are 
in homology *. 

Let ABC (Fig. 210) be any triangle ; the polars of its 
vertices with respect to a given 0 

conic form another triangle A'B'C’ —-- ' 

reciprocal to the first, that Is, such J \ ^ 

that the sides of the first triangle /pv/' 

are also the polars of the vertices / Y\ 

of the second. Let the sides CA . \h 

and C'A' meet in E, and the sides ' [ ] 

AB and A^B' in F. jo ig gio. 

The points B and E are con¬ 
jugate with respect to the conic, since E lies on G’A', the 
polar of B j similarly G and F arc conjugate points. Thus 
in the quadrilateral formed by BG , GA , AB , and EF^ , 
two pairs of opposite vertices B and E, G and F are con¬ 
jugate ; * therefore the third paif ar« conjugate also, viz. 
A and the point D where BG meets EF. The polar BG'‘ 
of A therefore passes through D ; thus BG and B’G' meet 
in a point D lying on*EF. Since then the pairs of opposite 

sides of the*two triangles mept one another in three collincar 

♦ 

* Cuasl.es, he. ciL, Art. 133. 


Fig. 210. 
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points, the triangles are ii£ homology, and the straight lines 
AA', BB r , CC which join the pairs of vertices meet (Art. 17) 
in a point 0, the pole of the straight line DEF. 

337 . By combining this theorem with that of Art. 155 the 
following property may be enunciated : 

If two triangles are reciprocals with respect to a given conic K, 
the six points in which the sides of the one intersect the non¬ 
corresponding * sides of the other lie on a conic C, and the six 
straight lines which connect the vertices of the one with the non¬ 
corresponding vertices of the ether touch another conic C', the 
polar reciprocal of C with respect to K (Art. 322); these 
straight lines are in fact the polars with regard to K of the 
six points just mentioned. ‘ 

If one of tiie triangles A'B f C f is inscribed in the other 
ABC, the three conics C, C', and K coincide in one which is 
circumscribed"about the former triangle and inscribed in the " 
latter (Arts. 174, 176). 

338. Problem. Given two triangles ABC , A'Bfy which are in 
homology ; to construct (when it exists) the conic with regard to which 
they are reciprocal. 

Take one of the sides, BC for example ; the points in which 
it is cut by C'A' and A'B' are conjugate to the points B and C 
respectively, awl these two pairs of conjugate points determine an 
involution (Art. 263), the double poipts of which (if they exist) are 
the points where BC is cut by the conic in question. In order then 
to find the points in wliich this conic cuts BC, it is only necessary 
to construct these double points. In this way the points in which 
the sides of the triangles nifet the conic can be found, and the latter 
is determined. Since A! and B arc the poles of BC and C'A', these 
points and that in which C'A' meets BC will be the vertices of 
a self-conjugate triangle (Art. 258). If then, in finding the points 
of intersection of the conic and the straight lines BC and CA' in 
the manner just explained, it should happen that the two involutions 
found have neither of them'double points, the conclusion is that no 
conic exists such as is required ; for if it did exist, it must be cut 
by two of the sides of the self-conjugate triangle (Art. 262). 

339. The centre of homology 0 6f the given triangles (Fig. 210) 
is the pole of the axis of viomology DEF ; and the projective corre¬ 
spondence (Art. 291) between the points (poles) lying on the axis 
and the straight lines (polars) radiating from the c mtre of homology 
is determined by the three pairs of corresponding elements D and 

* Two sides BC and B'C' of the triangles may be termed corresponding, when 
< each lies opposite to the pole of the other. And two vertices A and A' may be 
termed corresponding, when each lies opposite to the polar of the otljer. 
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AA', E- and BB', F and CC*. Consequently it is possible to con¬ 
struct with the ruler only (Art. 84) the polar of any other point on 
the axis, and the pole of any other ray passing through the centre 0. 

What has just been said with regard to the point 0 and the axis 
of homology may also be said with regard to any vertex of one of 
the triangles and its polar (the corresponding side of the other 
triangle). For if e.g. the vertex A' and the side BO be considered, 
the projective correspondence between the straight lines radiating 
from A' and the points lying on BO is determined by the three pairs 
of corresponding elements A'B' and 0, A'C and B, A'O and D. • 

This being premised, it will be seen that the polar of any point P 
and the pole of any straight line pean be constructed with the help 
of the ruler only. For suppose P to be given ; if has been shown 
that the poles of the straight lines PO, PA , PB, PO, PA\ ... can 
be constructed, and these sill lie on a straight lints X which is the 
required polar of P. So again if the straight line p is given, the 
polars of the points in which it meets BO , CA, ... can be constructed, 
and will meet in a point which is the pole p. 

It will be noticed that all these determinations of poles and polass 
are linear (i.r, of the first degree) and independent of the construction 
(Art. 338) of the auxiliary conic, which is of the second degree, 
since it depends "on finding the double elements of an involution. 
The construction of the poles and polars is therefore always possible, 
even w T hcn the auxiliary conic does not exist. In other words : the 
two given triangles in homology determine between the points and 
the straight lines of the plan<a a reciprocal corrcsporclcnce such that 
to every point corresponds a straight line and to evey straight line 
a point, to the rays of a pencil the points of a range projective with 
the pencil, and vice versa. Any point and the straight line corre¬ 
sponding to it may be called pole and pblar, and this assemblage of 
poles and polars, w r hich possesses all the properties of that determined 
by an auxiliary conic (Art. 254), may be called a polar system. 

Two triangles in homology accordingly determine a polar system. 
If an auxiliary conic exists, it is the locus of the points which lie 
on the polars respectively corresponding to them, and it is at the 
same time the envelope of the straight lines which pass through 
the poles respectively corresponding to them. If no auxiliary conic 
exists, there is no point which lies on its'own polar *. 

* Staudt, loc.'tit., Art; 241. 
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340. It has been seen (Art. 263) that the pairs of straight 
lines passing through a giver, point S and conjugate to one 
another?with respect to a given cohic form an involution. 
L@t a plane figure be given, containing a conic C; and let 
the ligure homological with it be constructed, takirig S as 
centre of homology; let C' be the conic corresponding to 
C in the new figure. Since in two homological figures a 
harmonic pencil corresponds to a harmonic pencil, any pair 
of straight lines through $ which are conjugate With respect 
to C will be conjugate also with respect to C\ The polars of 
S with respect to the two conics will be corresponding straight 
lines ; if then the polar of S with respect to C be taken as 
the vanishing line in the first figure, the. polar of S with 
respect to C' will lie at infinity; i.e. the point S will be the 
centre of the conic C\ 

In this case therefore any two straight lines through S 
which are conjugate with respect to C will be a pair of 
conjugate diameters of C'. If S is external to- C, the double 
rays of the involution formed \>y the conjugate lines through 
S are the tangents from S to C, and therefore the asymptotes 
of C', which is in this case a hyperbola. If S is internal to C, 
the involution has no double rays, and therefore C' is an 
ellipse. t 

We conclude then that to every point S in the plane of a given 
conic C corresponds a cdnic C'*homological with C and having 
its centre at S; which conic C T is a hyperbola or qn ellipse 
according as S is external or internal to the given conic C. 

341. For certain positions of the point S the conic C' will 
be a circle. When S has one of these positions it is called 

f 

* Steiner, Vorlesungen liber aynthetiache Oeometrie (ed. Schroter), IJ ,or 
Abschnitt, § 35 ; Zecii, Hdhere Oeometrie (Stuttgart, 1857), § 7 ; Keys, Oeometrie 
der Lage (2nd ed., Hannover, 1877), Vortrag 13. » 
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& focus * of the conic C. Since all p^irs of conjugate diameters 
of a circle cut one another orthogonally the involution at 8 of 
conjugate lines with respect to C will in this case consist 
entirely of orthogonal pairs. 

If C is a circle, its centre 0 is a focus. for every pair of 
conjugate lines which meet in O, i.e. 
every pair of conjugate diameters of C, 
cut orthogonally. And a circle C his no 
other focus but its centre 0. For let any 
point S be taken (Fig. 211) ^distinct 
from O and a straight Uhe SQ be drawn 
not passing through 0; ft and let P be 
the pole of SQ. Then since PO must. 
be perpendicular to SQ.. the conjugate 
lines SP , SQ cannot be orthogonal, an<J 
therefore S cannot b$ a focus of C. 

The foci of a conic C which is not a 
circle are of necessity internal points ; 
this follows from what lias been said above (Art.. 340). 
Further, they lie on the axes. For if F is a focus and 0 
the centre of the conic, the pole of the diameter FO will lie 
on the perpendicular drawn through F to hO ; therefore 
FO is perpendicular to its conjugate diameter, i.e. FO is an 
axis of the conic. 

Again, the straight line connecting'two foci F and F x is an 
axis. For if straight lines perpendicular to FF l be drawn 
through F and F x these will both* be conjugate to FF lt 
and their point of intersection will therefore be the pole 
of FF X ; but this point lies at infinity ; therefore FF X is 
an axis. 

342. Let a point P be taken arbitrarily on an axis a of 
a conic ; through P draw a straight line r, and from R, the 
pole of r, draw the straight line r' perpendicular to r ; lets 
P' be the point where r' meets the axis. The straight lines 
passing through P and those passing through P' and con¬ 
jugate to them respectively form two projective pencils ; 
for the second pencil is composed of rays which project from 
P' the range formed by the poles of the rays of the first 

* Dela Htbe, Seciiones conicae (Parisiis, 1685), lib. viii. prop. 23; Poncelet, 
Prop. proj. Art. 457 et tifeqq. 
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pencil, which range is (4rt. 291) projective with the first 
pencil itself. The two pencils in question have three pairs 
of corresponding rays w r hich arc mutually perpendicular; 
for if A be the point at infinity which is the pole of the axis a, 
the rays PA , PP' } r of the first pencil correspond to the rays 
P'P, P’A, r of the second, and the three former rays are 
severally perpendicular to the three latter. The two pencils 
^therefore by the intersection of corresponding rays generate 
a circle of which PP' is a diameter; and therefore every pair 
of corresponding rays of the-two pencils P and P' intersect 
at rightc angles. Thus : s 

’ To every point P lying on an axis of the conic corresponds 
a point P' on the same axis such that any two conjugate straight 
lines which pass one through P and the other through P' are 
perpendicular to one another. < 

* The pairs of points anajogous to P, P f form an involution. 
For let the ray r move parallel to itself; the corresponding 
rays r' (which are all perpendicular to r) will all be parallel to 
each other. The pencil of parallels r is projective (Art. 291) 
with the range which the poles R of the rays r determine 
upon the diameter conjugate to fhat drawn parallel to r ; 
and the pencil of parallels r' is in perspective with this 
same range. Therefore the pencils r , r' are projective, and 
consequently the points P , P' in which a pair of corre¬ 
sponding rays r , r' of the pencils cut the axis a trace out 
two projective ranges. To the straight line at infinity 
regarded as a ray r c6rresponds in the second pencil the 
diameter parallel to the rays r' ; and similarly* to the line 
at infinity regarded as a ray r' corresponds in the first pencil 
the diameter parallel to the rays r. Therefore the point at 
infinity on the axis has the same correspondent whether it 
be regarded as a point P or as a point P' : viz. the centre 0 
of the conic. We conclude that the pairs of points P , P' 
constitute an involution of which the centre is the* centre 0 of 
the conic. 1 * 

a. 

343. If the involution formed by the points P, P' on the 
axis a has double points, each of them will be a focus of the 
conic, since every straight line through such a double point 
will be conjugate to the perpendicular drawn tio it through 
the point itself. 
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If the involution has no double points, each, of the two 
points (Art. 128) at which the pkirs PP' subtend a right 
angle will be a focus of the conic. For every pair of mutually 
perpendicular straight lines which meet in such a point will 
pass through two points P, P', and will therefore be con¬ 
jugate lines with respect to the conic. 

From this it follows that one at least of the two axes of 
a conic contains two foci. Further, a conic has only two 
foci; for every straight line which joins two foci is air 
axis (Art. 341), and no conic (except it be a circle) has more 
than two axes. • • 

Consequently a central conic (ellipse or hyperbolaf has tym 
foci, which are the double 9 points of the involution PP' on an 
axis and are also the points at which the pairs of points PP' 
of the involution on the other axis subtend a right angle. 

The axis which contains the foci may on this account fyc 
called the focal axis. Since the foci are internal points, it is 
seen that in th,e hyperbola the focal axis is that one which 
cuts the curve (the transverse axis). 

Since the centre 0 of the conic is the centre of the involu¬ 
tion PP', it bisects the distance between the two foci. 

From what has been ssSld it follows that tw& perpendicular 
straight lines which are. conjugate, with respect ten a conic meet 
the focal axis in two poinfs which are harmonically conju¬ 
gate with respect to the foci; and *they determine upon the 
other axis a segment which subtends a right angle at either 
focus. • 

344. The normal at any point on a curve is the perpen¬ 
dicular at tliis point to the tangent. Since the tangent and 
normal at any point on a conic are conjugate lines at right 
angles, they meet the focal axis in a pair of points harmoni¬ 
cally conjugate with respect to the foci; and they determine 
on the other axis a segment which subtends a right angle a<t 
either focus (Art. 343). Accordingly : 

If a circle be drawn to pass through the two foci and through 
any point on the conic, it will have the two points in which the *• 
non-focal axis is 1 cut by the tangent and normal at that point 
as extremities of a diameter. 

And agaiu (Art. 60): # 

The tangent and normal at any point on a conic are the * 



246 FOCI [844 

bisectors of tfie angle made.with one another by the rays which 
join that point to the foci 

These rays are called the focal radii of the given point. 

345. A pair of conjugate lines which intersect at right 
angles in a point S external to the conic are harmonically 
conjugate with respect to the tangents from S to the conic 
(Art. 264) as well as with respect to the rays joining S to the 
foci (Art. 343); therefore : 

« The angle between two tangents and that included by the 
straight lines which join the pqint of intersection of the tangents 
to the foci have die same bisectors f. « 

.346. in the parabola, the point at infinity on the axis, 
regarded as a point P, coincides vftth its correspondent P '; 
for the straight line'at infinity, being a tangent to the conic 
at the said point P, passes through its own pole. 

r Accordingly one oi the double “points of the involution 
determined on the axis by* the pairs of conjugate orthogonal 
rays, i.e. one of the foci, is at infinity. The other double 
point lies at a finite distance, and is generally spoken of as 
the focus of the parabola. 

Since in the case of the parabola one focus is at infinity, 
the theorems* proved above (Arfs. 343-345) become the 
following: * 

Two conjugate orthogonal rays, \md in particular the tangent 
and normal at any point on the parabola, meet the axis in two 
points which are equidistant from the focus. t 

The tangent and normal at a point on a parabola are the 
bisectors of the angle which the focal radius of the point makes 
with the diameter passing through the point $. 1 

The straight line which connects the focus with the point of 
intersection of two tangents to a parabola makes with either of 
the tangents the same angle that the axis makes with the other 
tangent. « , 

347. From the last of these may be immediately deduced 
the following theorem : * 

*The circle circumscribing a triangle formed by three tangents 
to a parabola passes through the focus. ' 

Let PQR (Fig. 212) be a triangle formed by three 

Apollonius, loc. cit., iii. 48. * + Ibid., iii. 46. 

\ Dje la Hire, loc. cit., lib. viii. prop. 2. 
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tangents to a parabola, and let F be the focus. Considering 
the tangents which meet in P, the!angle FPQ is 'equal to that 
made by PR with the axis; and considering the tangents 
which meet in R, the angle FRQ 
is equal to that made by RP 

with the axis. Hence the angles -- u j 

FPQ , FRQ are equal, and there- f XfX 

fore P, Q , R , F lie on the same / ) 

circle. Xrnf 'k -.. 

Corollary. The locus of the 
foci of all parabolas wfyich touSh 
the three sides of a given triangle ^ 

is thetcircumscribing cirde of the • n. 

triangle. * V. 

- This corollary gives the con- r ‘K- 212. 

struction for the ♦focus' of a 

parabola which touches four given straight lines, And 
since only one such parabola can be drawn (Art. 157), we 
conclude thift : 

Given four straight lines, the circles circumscribing the four 
triangles which can be formed by taking the lines three and 
three together all pass through the same point 

348. The polar of a focus is called a direct rig. 

The two directrices are straight lines perpendicular to 
the transverse axis and external to the conic, since the foci 
lie on the transverse axis and are internal to the conic 
(Art. 343). 

In the case of the parabola, the straight line at infinity 
is one directrix; the 

other lies at a finite z' Q 

distance, and is generally mX'' 

spoken o£as the directrix * - q" 

of the parabola. b \ 

If F be a focus, and if —-— v — □-- 

the tangent at any # point \ 

X on a conic cut the \ 

corresponding* directrix ' Q' 

in Y, this point Y. will m 

be the pqle of the focal 

radius FX. “Therefore J^X, FY are conjugate lines with 


mX 


Fig. 213. 
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respect to the conic, and since they nieet in a focus, they will 
be at right angles : consequently : 

The part of a tangent to a conic intercepted between its point 
of contact and a directrix subtends a right angle at the corre¬ 
sponding focus. 

349. Let the tangent and normal at any point M on 
a conic meet the focal axis in P, P' respectively, and let 
them meet the other axis in Q, Q' respectively (Fig. 213). 
From M let perpendiculars MP", MQ" bo drawn to the 
axes. 

From the similar triangles 6 PQ , Q\MQ 
• OP :OQ = Q”M : Q"Q, 

and from the right-angled triangle Q’MQ 
, Q'M '. Q"Q = Q'Q ": Q"M ; 

.-. OP : OQ = Q'Q": Q'M» 

« = Q'Q " : QP",« 

or' OP. OP" - OQ.Q’Q" 

- OQ (Q'O+OQ"), 

so that OP. OP" -OQ.OQ" -OQ.Q'O. \ . . (1) 

But P and P" are a pair of conjugate points, since MP" is 
the polar of P ; similarly Q and Q" are conjugate points. 
Therefore (Art., < 294) * 

OP, OP" = OA 1 and OQ . OQ" = + OB\ 
where AO , OB are the lengths of the semiaxes, and the 
double sign refers to the. two cases of the ellipse and the 
hyperbola. Again, the points Q , Q’ subtend a right angle 
at cither of the two foci F, F' (Art. 343) so that 

OQ. Q'O - OF 2 . 

Substituting, (1) becomes 

OF 2 ~OA 2 + OB 2 . 

This shows that in the ellipse OA>OB ;,so that the focal 
axis is the axis major. 

Referring now to Figs., 214 and 215, 

FA = FO + t pA, 

F4'=FO + OA' = FO - OA ; 

FA.FA' = F0 2 -0A 2 
= + OB 2 . 

If D be the point in whicji a directrix cuts the focal 
axis, the vertices A and A' of the conic will be harmoni- 

I t 

cally conjugate with respect to F and tlm pbint D where 
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the polar of F cuts A A' (Art. 264); therefore, since 0 
bisects AA', * 

OA 2 = OF. OD. 

The parabola has one vertex at infinity ; consequently 
the other lies midway between the focus and the directrix 
(Mg. 218). 

350. If a focus F of a conic C be taken as centre of homo¬ 
logy, and a conic C' be constructed homological with C and 



Fig. 214. Fig. 215. 


• a 

having its centre at F, it has been seen (Arts*. 340, 341) that 
C' is a circle. But by what has been proved*in Art. 77, if 
M and M' are a pair of corresponding points of C and C\ 
FM/FM ': MP == constant, 
or , FM/MP—FM'x constant, 

where MP (Figs. 214, 215) is thcdistancc of M from the 
vanishing line, that is from the polar of F, i. e. the corre¬ 
sponding directrix. Now FM' is constant, because C' is 
a circle ; therefore . 

The distance of any point on a qonic from a focus bears a 
constant ratio to its distance from the corresponding directrix. 

Moreover, this ratio is the same for the two foci. For let O 
(Figs. 214 215) be the centre of the conic, F , F' the foci, 
A , A' the vertices lying on the focal atris, D , D' the points in 
which this axis is cut by the directrices ; then (Art. 294j 
OA* = OA'* = OF. OD = OF'.OB'. 

But OF' - -OF, so that AT/ =-AD and F'A' = -FA, . 

and therefore FA : AD = F'A': A'D', 

which shows that* the ratio is the same for F and for F'. 

A 
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In the casq of the parabola the ratio in question is unity, 
because (Art. 349) the vertex of a parabola is equally distant 
from the focus and the directrix. Therefore 

The distance of any point on a parabola from the focus is 
equal to its distance from the directrix. 

351. Conversely, the locus of a point M which is such that its 
distance from a fixed point F bears a constant ratio e to its 
distance from a fixed straight line d is a conic of which F is 
a*focus and d the corresponding directrix *. 

.For let MP (Figs. 214, 215) be drawn perpendicular to d ; 
then by hypothesis FM/MP = e. , 

Let now the figure be constructed which is homological 
with the locus of M ; F being takeft as centre of homology, 
and d as vanishing line. If M' be the point corresponding to 
31, then (Art. 77) * 

<• FM/PM’ : MP = constant. 

These two equations slio'lv that FM' is constant-; thus the 
locus of If' is a circle, centre F. The locus of M is therefore 
a conic (Art. 23) having one focus at F (Art. 34f). And since 
the straight line at infinity is the polar of F with respect to 
the circle, the straight line d is the polar of F with respect 
to the conic ; f:e. it is the directrix*corresponding to F. 

352. The length of a chord of a conic drawn through a focus 
perpendicular to the focal axis is called the latus rectum or 
the parameter of the conivi. 

Let MF31' (Fig. 210 ) be a chord of a conic drawn through 
a focus F, and let N ba the point where it cuts the corre¬ 
sponding directrix. Let LFU be the latus rectum drawn 
through F. Then since the directrix is the polar df the focus, 
N and F are harmonic conjugates with regard to M and M'. 
Therefore 

1 /| NF = l/NM + l/ALT, 

and if perpendiculars MK , JfD , °M'K' be let fall orf the 
directrix, * 

1/1 FD =n/ATA" + 1 /JfiK. 

’Bilt by Art. 350 

M'K’ : FD : MK = M'F : FL : FM ; 

.*. l/iFL=d/M'F + }/FM, 
that is to say : ^ ( 

t 

* Pappus, Math. Collect lib. vii. prop. 238. 
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In any conic , half the latus rectum is a harmonic mean 
between the segments of any focal %hord. 



* Corollary. li*M , be taken at A', A respectively, 

JL _*i (A 

FL 2 Mi- + FA 1 *- AF.FA' 

= OA/+ OB 1 (by Art. 340), 
so that FL = + OBr/OA, 

which gives the length of the semi-latus rectum in terms of 
the semi-axes. , 

• • 

In the parabola 1/ FA* = 0, so that FL = 2 FA. 

353. Theorem. In the ellipse the sum, and in the hyperbola 
the difference , of the focal radii of .any point on the curve is 
constant *. 

Let M be* any point on a central conic (Figs. 214, 215) 
whose foci are F , F’ and directrices d , d! ; and let (M , d) 
&c. denote as usual the distance of M from d , &c. By 
Art. 351 

FM F'M 
" (M~d) ~ (M,rl') “ c; 

• FM±F'M 

But (Fig. 214) in the ellipse* (M, d) + (M ,d'), and (Fig. 
215) in the hyperbola (M ,d)~{M ,d') is equal to .the 
distance DD' between the two directrices ; therefore 

P±FJf = e . DD’> 
which proves the proposition. 

m * Apollonius, toe. cit., iii. 51, 62. 
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Conversely,: The locus of a point the sum ( difference) of 
whose distances from two fisted points is constant is an ellipse 
(a hyperbola) of which the given points are the foci. 

354. If in the proposition of the last Article the point M 
be taken at a vertex A, 

e . Diy = FA + F'A = 2 OA = AA\ 
so that the length of the focal axis is the constant value of the 
sum or difference of the focal radii. It is seen also that the 
constant e is equal to the ratio of the length of the focal 
axis to the distance between tjhe directrices. 

355. Since by Art. 294 

, ' OA^OF.OD, 

or AA'* = FF'. D'D’, 

v. e=AA'/DD' = FF'/AA 

so that the constant e is equal to t the ratio of the distance 
between the foVn to the length of the fiscal axis. Now in 
the ellipse FF’ < A A’, in the hyperbola FF' >A i A', in the 
parabola FF' = A A' = oo, in the circle FF' = 0 . Therefore 
the conic is an ellipse, a hyperbola, a parabola, or a circle, 
according as e< l, e>l, e = l, or e= 0 . This constant e is 
called the eccentricity of the conic. 

356. Theorem. The locus of the feet of perpendiculars let 
fall from a focus upon the tangents to an ellipse or hyperbola 
is the circle described, on the focal axis as diameter *. 

Take the case of the ellipse ( Kig. 217). If F, F' are the 

foci, and M is any point on the 
curve, join F'M and produce 
it to G making MG equal to 
M F. Then F'G will (Art. 354) 
bo equal to A A' whatever be 
the position of M\ thus the 
locus of G is a circle, centre 
F' anci radius equal to AA'. 

df FG be joined, it will cut 
the tangent at M perpendicu¬ 
larly, since this tangent (Art. 

Fi 6 - 217 - 344) bisects the angle FMG; 

and the point U where the two lines intersect will be the 
middle point of FG because F3fG is an isosceles triangle. 

* Apollonius, loc. cit., iii. 49, 5Q.« 
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Therefore OU is parallel to F'G and equal to ^ F'G, that is, 
to OA ; i.e. the locus of U is thc*circle on A A' as diameter. 

A similar proof holds good for the hyperbola, except that from the 
greater of the two MF, MF' must be cut off a part MG equal to 
the less. 


357. If FU ,FU' (Fig. 217) are the perpendiculars let fall 
from a focus F on a pair of parallel tangents, U , F , IT 
will evidently be collinear. And since U and U' both lie pn 
the circle described on A A' as diameter, 

FU .FU' = Fii.FA' 

* = JOB 2 (Art. 340*), 

according as the conic i^s an ellipse or a hyperbola. 

Thus the product of the distances of a puiir of parallel tangents 
from a focus is constant. 

Since the perpendicular let fall from the other focus F' on 
the tangent at M is equal to FUf, it follows that * 

The product of the distances of any tangent to an ellipse 
(,hyperbola) from the, two foci is constant, and equal to the 
square of half the minor (conjugate) axis. 


Conversely: The envelope of a straight line which moves in such 
a way that the product of itswlistances from tiro fixed points is constant 
is a conic ; an ellipse if the value of the constant is positive, a hyperbola 
if it is negative. 


358. Let F (Fig. 218) be the focus of a parabola, A the 
vertex, M any point on the curve, N the point of inter¬ 
section of the tangents at M and A- If NF' be drawn to the 
infinitely distant focus F' (!. e. if NF' be drawn parallel to 
the axis),«the angles ANF', FNM will be equal (Art. 346). 
But ANF' is a right 
angle ; therefore FNM is 
a right ar\gle also. Thus 
The foot of the perpeh- t 
dicular let fall from the 
focus of a parabola cm any 
tangent lies on the tangent 
at the vertex. • 



i 


Corollary. Since* any Fig. 218. • 

point on the circumscribing 

circle of a triafigle may be regarded (Art. 347) as the focus of a 
parabola inscribed In the triangle, it follows at once from the theorem 
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just proved that if from any point on the drcutnscribing circle of 
a triangle perpendiculars be let fall on the three sides, their feet will 
be collinear *. 

359. The theorem of Art. 356 may be put into the following form : 

If a right angle move in its plane in such a way that its vertex 

describes a fixed circle, while one of its arms passes always through 
a fixed point, the envelope of its other arm will be a conic concentric 
with the given circle, and having one focus at the fixed point. The 
conic is an ellipse or a hyperbola according as the given point lies 
wi*hin or without the given circle f. 

So too the corresponding theorem (Art. 358) for the parabola may 
be expressed in a similar form as follows : 

If a rigid angle" move in its plane in such a way that its vertex 
describes a fixed straight line, while one of its arms passes always 
through a fixed point , the other arm will envelope a parabola having 
the. fixed point fo Y focus and the fixed straight line for tangent at its 
vertex. 

360. I. Let the tangents at the vertices of a central conic 

be cut in P, P' by the tangent 
at any point M '(frig. 219). 
The three tangents form a 
triangle circumscribed about 
the conic, two of the vertices 
of which are P and P the 
third (at infinity) being the 
pole of the axis AA'. There¬ 
fore (Art. 274) the straight lines 
drawn from P and P' to any 
point on the axis will be con¬ 
jugate to one another with 
respect to the conic. t Thus, in 
particular, the straight lines 

joining P and P' to a focus will be conjugate to one another; 
but conjugate lines which meet in a fo'cus are mutually 
perpendicular (Art. 343); consequently the circFe on PP ' 
as diameter will cut the axis A A' at the foci $. 

II. Let the tangent PMP' cuff the axis AA' at *N; then 
N is the harmonic conjugate of M with respect to P, P' 
(Art. 194). 

Consider now the complete quadrilateral formed by the 
lines FP, F'P , FP', F'P'. Two of its diagonals are FF' 

% * For other proofs of this see Art. 410. 4, . * 

t Maclatjrin, Geometria Organica, pars II*. prop. xi» 
j Apollonius, loc. cit., iii. 45; Desarques, (Euvres, i. pp. 209, 210. 
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and PP'; the third diagonal must then cut FB' and PP' in 
points which are harmonically conjugate to N with regard 
to F , F' and P , P # respectively. It must therefore be the 
normal at M to the conic *. 

361. Let TM , TN (Fig. 220) be a pair of tangents to a 
conic, M and N their points of 
contact, F a focus, d the corre¬ 
sponding directrix. If the chord 
MN cut d in P, this point is the 
pole of TF ; therefore TFP #s a 
right angle (Art. 343) .*f 

But MN is divided harmonically 
by FT and its pole P; thus 
F(MNTP) is a harmonic pencil, 
and consequently FT , FB are the 
b^ectors of the angle 31*FN. Accordingly : 

One of the bisectors of the angle which a chord of ai conic 
subtends at a»focus passes through the pole of the chord. The 
other bisector meets the chord at its point of intersection with 
the directrix corresponding to the focus. 

Or the same thing mj^y be stated in a different manner, 
thus : 

The straight line which joins a focus to the point of inter¬ 
section of a pair of tangents to a conic makes equal {or supple¬ 
mentary) angles with the focal radii of their points of contact J. 

362. Let the tangents TM , TN be cut by any third 
tangent in M', N' respectively (Figs. 221, 222) ; let L be 
the point of contact of this third tangent. The following 
relations will hold among the angles of the figures : 

N’FL = NFN' = \ NFL, 

FjFM' = M'FM =»\LFM, 
whqnce addition , 

N'FL + LFM' {NFL + LFM), 

or * N'FM' = l NF*M = If FT = TFM . § 

• * 

* Apollonius, loc. cit., iii. 47. 

f If the points M and N are taken indefinitely near to one another, this reduces 
to the theorem already proved in Art. 348. 

t De la Hire, loc. cit., lib. viii. prop. 24. 

§ In this reasoning it is supposed that FM', FN', FT are all internal 
bisectors ; e. that either the coni^ is an ellipse or a parabola, or that if it iB 
a hyperbola, tne three tangents all touch the same branch (Fig. 221). If on the 
contrary two of the tafhgcnts, for example TM and TN, touch one branch and 
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Let now the tangents TM , TN be fixed, while the tan¬ 
gent M'N' is supposed to vary. By what has just been 
proved, the angle subtended at the focus by the part M'N' 
of the variable tangent intercepted between the two fixed 
ones is constant. As the variable tangent moves, the 




points M A T ' describe two projective ranges (Art. 149), 
and the arms FM', FN' of the constant angle M'FN' trace 
out two concentric and directly equal pencils (Art. 108). 
Accordingly : 

The ranges which a variable tangent to a conic determines on 
two fixed tangents are projected from either focus by means of 
two directly equal pencils. * 

This theorem clearly holds good fO>r the cases of the parabola and 
its infinitely distant focus, and the circle and its cents". For the 
parabola it becomes the following : 

Two fixed tangents to a parabola intercept on any variable tangent 
to the same a segment whose projection on a line perpendicular to the 
axis is of constant length. ,. 

The general theorem may also be put ftito the following form-: 

One vertex F of a variable triangle M'FN' is fixed , and the angle 
M’FN' is constant, while the other vertices M', N' move •respectively 
on fixed straight lines TM\ Tht. The envelope of the side M'N' is a 
*conio of which F is a focus, and which touches the given lines TM, TN. 

the third M'N' the other branch (Fig. 222), then FM' and FN' will be external 
hi sectors. In that case, 

N'FL - ’ NFL - l 7t and LFM' \ LFM + ] rr 
(the angles being measured all in the samcMirection); « * 4 

N'FM' — £ NFM, just as in the case»above. 
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863. The problem, Given the two foci F ,F' of a conif and a tangent 
t, to construct the conic , is determinate, and admits of a single solu¬ 
tion, as follows: 

Join FF' (Figs. 223, 224) and let it cut t in P; take P' the 
harmonic conjugate of P with respect to F and F'. If a straight 
line P'M be drawn perpendicular to t, it will be the normal corre¬ 
sponding to the tangent t (Art. 344), i.e. M will be the point of 
contact of t. Draw MP" perpendicular to FF' ; it.will be the polar 
of P, and P, P" will be conjugate points with respect to the conic. 
If then FF ' be bisected at 0, and on FF' there be taken two points 
A , A' such that OA 2 = OA ' 2 = OP . OP", A and A' will be the vertices 
of the conic. The conic is therefore 
completely determined ; # for tm-ee 
points on it are known (ill, A, A') 
and the tangents at these three points 
(t ana the straight lines AC, A'C 
drawn through A , A' at right angles 
n,*AA'). 41 

An easy method «f constructing 
the conic by ^tangents is to describe., 
any circle through F and F', cutting 
AC, A'C' in # and K, IP and A" 
respectively (Fig. 224). Then if the 
chords UK', IPK be drawn which intersect crosswise in 






of the circle (which lies on the non-local*axis), these will he tan- 
gents to the conic (Art. 360). Every circle through F and F' which * 
cuts AC and^ A'Cothus determines two tangents to the conic. 

The conic* is an ellipse or a hyperbola according as t cuts the 
segment FF' externally or internally. . • 

The conic ts a.parabola whem F' is at infinity (Fig. 225). In this 
case produce the axis PF to P' making FP' equal to PF, and dravT 
1614 * S 



FOCI 


m 

P'M perpendicular to t ; then M will be the point of contact of the 
given tangent t. Draw MP” pjrpendicular to the axis ; then P and 
P" will be conjugate points with 
respect to the parabola. And since 
the involution of conjugate points 
on the axis has one double point 
at infinity, the middle point A 
of PP" will be the other double 
point, i. e. the vertex of the para¬ 
bola. The parabola is therefore 
completely determined, since two 
points on it are known (M and A), 
and the tangents at these points. 

(t and tho straight line drawn 
through A at right angles to the 
axis). 

364. On the other hand, the 
problem, To construct the conic 
which has its foci at two given points F, JP am 1 which passes through 
a given point M, which is al~o a determinate one, admits of tv r o 
solutions. For if the locus of a point be sought the sum of whose 
distances from F and F' is equal to the constant value FM + F'M, 
an ellipse is arrived at; but if the locus of a point be sought the 
difference of whose distances from F and F' is equal to FM^FM', 
a hyperbola is found. 

This may also he seen from the theorem of Art* 344, which shows 
that if the straight lines t, t’ be drawn bisecting the angle FMF' 
(Fig. 223) each of these lines will be a tangent at M to a conic which 
satisfies the problem, the other line being the corresponding normal 
to this conic. The finite segment FF 1 is cut or not by the tangents 
according as the conic is a hyperbola or an ellipse. There will 
consequently be two conics which have F, F' for foci and which pass 
through M ; a hyperbola having for tangent at M that bisector t' 
which cuts the segment FF', and for normal the other bisector t; 
and an ellipse having t for tangent at M and t' for normal. 

These two conics, having the same foci, are concentric and have 
their axes parallel. They will cut one another in three other points 
besides M ; and their four points of intersection^will form a rectangle 
inscribed in the circle of centre 0 and radius OM; in other words, 
the three other points will he symmetrical to M with respect to the 
two axes and the centre. This is evident from the fact that a conic 
is symmetrical with respect to each of its axes. 1 *. 

365. Through every point M in the plane* then pass two conics, 

an ellipse and a hyperbola, having their foci at F and F'. In other 
words, the system of confocal conics having their foci a f F and F' is 
composed of an infinity of ellipses $md an infinity of hyperbolas ; and 
through every point in the plane pass one ellipse and one hyperbola, 
which cut one another there orthogonally and intersect in three other 
points. *. 
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Two conics of the system which are of the same kind (both 
ellipses or both hyperbolas) clearly do not intersect at all. 

Two conics of the system however which are of opposite kinds 
(one an ellipse, the other a hyberbola) always intersect in four points, 
and cut one another orthogonally at each of them. This may be 
seen by observing that the vertices of the hyperbola are points lying 
within the segment FF', and therefore within the ellipse. On the 
other hand, there must be points on the hyperbola which lie outside 
the ellipse ; for the latter is a closed curve which has all its points 
at a finite distance, while the former extends in two directions,^ 
infinity. The hyperbola therefore, in passing from the inside to the 
outside of the ellipse, must necessarily cut it. 

No two conics of the system car! have a eominoH tangent; because 
(Art. 363) only one. conic can be drawn to have its fdbi at given 
points and to touch a giv^i straight line. 

Any straight line in the plane will touch, a determinate .conic of 
the system, and will be normal, at the same point, to another conic 
•*o>the system, belonging to the opposite kind. The first of those 
conics is a hyperbola or an ellipse according as the given straight 
line does or does not cut the finite segment FF'. 

366. If first point F' lies at infinity, the problem of Art. 364 
becomes the following : Given the axis of a parabola, the focus F, and 
a point M on the curve, to construct the parabola. 

Just as in Art. 364, there are two solut'ons (Fig. 226). The 
tangents at M to the two parabolas 
which satisfy the problem arc the 
bisectors of the angle made by MF ' 
with the diameter passing through 
M ; therefore the parabolas cut ortho¬ 
gonally at M and consequently inter- . 
sect at another point, symmetrical 
to M with respect to the axis. The 
parabolas cannot intersect in any * 
other finite point, since they touch 
one anothereat infinity *. 

.The tangents to the two parabolas 
at M cut the axis in two points 
P , P' which lie at ef^ual distances on # 
opposite sides of F; and if P" is the 
foot t>f the perpendicular let fall, from ’ 

M on the axis, the vertices A t A' of 
the parabolas are the middle point* of |he segments PP", P'P" 
respectively. • % < 

Suppose A and P" to fall on the same side of F. Then since 
P'P" <P'P, .and *P'A' is the half of P'P", and P'F the half of 

* That is to say, if the fifeuro be constructed which is homological with that 
formed by the two parabolas, it will consist of two conics touching one another 
at a point situated'on the vanishing'line of the new figure, and intersecting i® 
two other points. • 
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P'P, therefore ,P'A'<P'F ; i.c. A and A' fall on opposite sides 
of F. It follows that in the (system composed of the infinity of 
parabolas which have a common axis and focus, two parabolas 
intersect (orthogonally and in two points) or do not intersect, 
according as their vertices lie on opposite sides or on the same 
side of the common focus. 

Since F , A , A' are the middle points of PP', PP", P'P" respec¬ 
tively, we have the relations 

PP + PP'=0, 

2 FA =FP+FP H , 

2 FA'=FP'+FP\ 


whence the following are easily deduced : 

t “ FP H = FA +FA',* • 

FP =FA -FA'=A'A, 

FP' - FA'-FA =tAA\ . 

Tliese'last. relations enable us at once to find the points P , P', P" 
when A and A' are known. The point M (and the symmetrical point- 
in \yhich the parabolas intersect again) can tty»n be constructed by 
observing that FM is equal to„PP or FP'. 

367. It has been seen that a conic is determined \Vhbn the two 
foci and a tangent are given. It can also be shown that a conic 
is determined when one focus and three lanyenls are given ; this follows 
at once from the proposition at the end of Art. 362. For let LMN 
(Fig. 227) be the triangle formed by the three given tangents, and F 
the given focus. .Then the conic is seep, to be tlje envelope of the 

M base M'N' of a variable triangle 
M’FN', which is such that the 
vertex F is fixed, the angle 
M'FN' is always equal to the 
constant angle A1FN, and the 
vertices M',N' move on the fixed 
straight lines LM , LN respec¬ 
tively. 

In order to determine the 
other focus F r , we make use of 
the theorem of Art. 345. At 
the point M make the angle 
IMF' equal to FMfl ; and at 
the point N make the angle 
LNF' equal to FNM (all these 
angles being measured in the 
f same direction); then the point 

of intersection of MF\ NF will be the second focus F'. 

The investigation of the circumstances under which tfye conic is an 
ellipse, a hyperbola, or a parabola, is left as ai; exercise to the student. 
The following are the results : 



Hence the middle point of AA' is also 


imuuie pumu < 
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(1) The conic is an ellipse if F lies within the triangle LMN ; or 
if F lies without the circle circumscribing LMN and within one of 
the (infinite) spaces bounded by one of the sides of the triangle and 
the other two produced : 

(2) The conic is a hyperbola if F lies inside the circle but outside 
the triangle ; or if it lies within one of the (infinite) F-shaped spaces 
which have one of the angular points of the triangle LMN for 
vertex and are bounded by the sides meeting in that angular point, 
both produced backwards : 

(3) The conic is a parabola if F lies on the circle circumscribing 

the triangle LMN, as we have seen already (Art. 347) *. * 

368. Let TM , TN 0 (Fig. 128) be a pair of tangents to 
an ellipse or hyperbola which 
intersect at right angles. If 
perpendiculars FIJ , F'U* and 
' FV , F' V' be let fall upon them 
respectively from the foei F and 
I*, then evidently TU = VF and 1 
TU' = V’F’. But by Art. 357 
wc have f-'V . V'F’ = ±OB°- ; 
therefore TU .TV =- ±01i ! . But 
since U and U both lie on the 
circle described upon Ithe focal axis AH' as diameter 
(Art. 356), the rectangle TU . TU' is the powg.r of the point 
T with respect to this circle, and is equal to OT 2 -OA 2 . 
Thus 

OT 2 = OA 2 ± OB 2 = constant, 
so that we have the following theorem f : 

The locus of the point of Intersection of two tangents to an 
ellipse or <f hyperbola which cut at right angles is a concentric 
circle. 

This circle is cajled the director circle of the conic +• 

In^the elfipse OT 2 =OA 2 j-OB 2 , so that the director circle circum¬ 
scribes the rectangle formed by the tangents at the extremities of 
the major and minor axes. 1st the hyperbola OT 2 =OA 2 —OB 2 , so 
that pair»of mutually perpendicular ianggnts exist only if OA >OB. 
If OA = OB, i.e. if the Hyperbola is equilateral (Art. 395), the director* 

* Steiner ,9&veloppement d'unc eerie de theoremes relatifs aux sections coniqv.es 
(Annalea de Gergonne, t. xvc. 1828, p. 47); Collected Works, vol. i. p. 188. 

t De la Hire, loc. cit., lib. viii. props. 27, 28. • 

t Gaskin, The geometrical construction of a conic section, . . . (Cambridge, 
1852), chap. iii. prop. 10 ot seqq. 




262 


IFOCI 


(808 


circle reduces simply to the centre 0 ; that is, the asymptotes are 
the only pair of tangents whinh cut at right angles. If OA < OB, 
the director circle has no real existence ; the hyperbola has no pair 
of mutually perpendicular tangents. 

369. Consider now the case of the parabola (Fig. 229). 

Let F be the focus, A the 
vertex, TH and TK a pair 
of mutually perpendicular tan¬ 
gents . If these meet the tangent 
af the vertex in H and K re¬ 
spectively, the angles FHT , 
FKT will be right angles (Art. 
358), so that the figure T\lFK 
is a rectangle. Therefore TH = 
KF ;* and since the triangles 
TEH, FA K are evidently simi¬ 
lar, TE r= AF. The locus of the 
point T is therefore a straight 
line parallel to HK, and lying 
at the same distance from 11K (on the opposite side) that 
F docs. That iq»to say : „ r 

The locus of the point of intersection of two tangents to a 
parabola whicli cut at right angles is the directrix *. 

Since the director circle of a conic is concentric with the latter, it 
must in the case of the. parabola have an infinitely great radius. In 
other words, it must break up into the line at infinity and a finite 
straight line. And we have just sqpn that this finite straight line 
is the directrix. 

370 v The director circle possesses a property in relation to 
the self-con jugate trianglps of the conic which we will now 
proceed to investigate. Let XYZ ^Fig. 230) be*a triangle 
which is self-conjugate with respect to a conic whose centre 
is O. Join OX and let it cut YZ in X' and thf? conic in 
A'. Draw OB' parallel to 'YZ ; let it cpt XYinL and the 
* conic in B' ; and draw ZIJ parallel to OX to meet OB' 
in h'. * . 

„ Then OA' and OB' are evidently conjugate semi-diameters ; 

* Dr la Hire, loc. cit., lib. viii. prop. 26. 
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also X and X', L and L’ are pairs of conjugate points with 
respect to the conic. Therefore • 

OX . OX' = ±OA ' 2 , and OL.OL' - ±OB' 2 , 
where the positive or the negative signs are to be taken 
according as the semi-diameters OAOB' are real or ideal 
(Art. 294). 

Thus for the ellipse 

OX. OX' + OL. OL' = OA'* + OB ' 2 --- OA 2 + OB 2 , 
and for the hyperbola ^ 

OX.OX' +OL.OL' = ± (OA' 2 -OB' 2 ) = ± (OA 2 -OB 2 ), 
so that in both cases•(Art. lies) 

OX.OX' +OL.OTJ = 02*. . . (1) 

whefc OT is the radius#of the director circle. 



Now 
and let 


let a circle bo described round the triangle XYZ, 
f/.bo the point where it cuts OX again ; then 
X'Y.X'Z--=X'X.X'U ; 

X ' U ~k'T X ' Z ‘oi: X ' Z * = ° 0 L x .ou. - 


Thorefore equation (1) ogives # 

OT 2 = OX: OX' +OX.X'U 

= oi.ou, # 

that is to say : Tlte centre of a conic has with respect tQ the*, 
circumscribing circle of any triangle self-conjugate to the conic 
a constant 9 power, which is equal to the square of the radius 
of the director circle. 

* Fr<jp tho similar triangles OLX , X'YX. 
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Or in othei; words : 

The circle circumscribing any triangle which is self-conjugate 
with regard to a conic is cut orthogonally by the director circle *. 

The following particular cases of this theorem are of interest: 

I. The centre of the circle circumscribing any triangle which is self- 
conjugate with respect to a parabola lies on the directrix. 

II. The circle circumscribing any triangle which is self-conjugate 
with respect to an equilateral hyperbola passes through the centre of 
the conic. 

u71. Consider a quadrilateral circumscribed about a conic. Since 
each of its diagonals is cut harmonically by the other two, the circle 
described on any one of the diagonals as diameter is cut orthogonally 
by the circle which circumscribes the diagonal triangle (Art. 69). 
But the diagonal triangle is self-conj ugatj 1 with respect to thc^conic 
(Art. 260), and therefore its circumscribing circle cuts orthogonally 
the director circle (Art. 370). Consequently the director circle and 
the three circles described on the diagonals us diameters all (fat* 
orthogonally the*circle eilcumscribing *tlie diagonal triangle. Now 
by Newton’s theorem (Art. 31F) the centres of the four first-namtd 
circles are eollinear; and circles whose centres arc col linear and 
which all cut the same circle orthogonally have a cqmmon radical 
axis. Therefore : 

The director circle of a conic, and the three circles described on the 
diagonals of any circumscribed quadrilateral as diameters, are coaxial. 

In the parabola# the director circle reduces to *the directrix and 
the straight line at infinity; in this case then the above theorem 
becomes the folV.wing: 

If a quadrilateral is circumscribed about a parabola, the three circles 
described on the diagonals of the quadrilateral as diameters have the 
directrix for their common radical axis. 

372. If in the theorem of Art. 371 the quadrilateral be supposed 
to be given, and the conic’ to vary, we arrive at the following 
theorem: 

The director circles of all the conics inscribed in a given quadri¬ 
lateral form a coaxial system, to which belong the three circles having 
as diameters the, diagonals of the quadrilateral. 

There is one circle of such a system which breaks up into two 
straight lines : that namely which degenerates into the radical axis 
and the straight line at infinity. Now the director circle brealcs up 
into two straight lines—viz. the direptrix and the line at infinity— 
in the case of a parabola (jArt. *369). Therefore the Common radical 
axis of the system of coaxial director circles r is the directrix of the 
parabola which can be inscribed in the quadrilateral. 

If the circles of the system do not intersect, ther'e are^wo of them 

which degenerate into point-circlesi (the limiting points). Now the 

director circle degenerates into a point in the case of the equilateral 

« < 

1 * Gaskin, loc. cit., p. 33. ,, 
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hyperbola (Art. 368). Therefore when the circles do not cut one 
another, the two limiting points of*the system are the centres of 
the two equilateral hyperbolas which can in this case be inscribed 
in the quadrilateral. If the circles do intersect, the system has no 
real limiting points; and in this case no equilateral hyperbola can 
be inscribed in the quadrilateral. 

The circles which cut orthogonally the circles of a coaxial system 
form another coaxial system; if the first system has real limiting 
points, the second system has not, and vice versa. In order then 
to inscribe an equilateral hyperbola in a given quadrilateral , it is only 
necessary to describe circles on two of the diagonals of the quadri¬ 
lateral as diameters, and then to draw two circles cutting the former 
two orthogonally. Wheij the prlblem is possible, these two ortho¬ 
gonal circles will intersect; and their two points of intersection 
are tjie centres of the twej equilateral hyperbolas which satisfy the 
conditions of the problem. # 4 

373. If five points are taken on a conic, five quadrangles may be 
fofmed by taking these points four and four together ; and the 
diagonal triangles of* these dive quadrangles are e~.oh of them ^elf- 
conjugate with respect to the conic. «lf the circumscribing circles of 
these five diagonal triangles be drawn, they will give, when taken 
together in paw’s, ten radical axes. These ten radical axes will all 
meet in the same point, viz. the centre of the conic. 

374. Consider again a quadrilateral circumscribing a conic ; let 

P and P', Q and Q', R and R' be its three pairs of opposite vertices. 
If these be joined to any arbitrary point S, an<h if moreover from 
this point S the tangents t, l' are drawn to the conic, it is known by 
the theorem cqfitelative to that of Desargues (Art? 183, right) that 
t and t', SP ana SP', SQ and SQ', SR and SR' are in involution. 
Now let one of the sides of the quadrilateral (say P'Q’R') be taken 
to be the straight line at infinity, so that the inscribed conic is 
a parabola ; rfnd let S be taken at the orthocentre (centre of perpen¬ 
diculars) of the triangle PQR formed*by the other three sides of 
the quadrilateral. Then each of the three pairs of rays SP and SP', 
SQ and SQ'* SR and SR' cut orthogonally ; therefore the same will 
he the case with the fourth pair t and t!. But tangents to a para¬ 
bola which cut orthogonally intersect on the directrix (Art. 369); 
therefore: * • 

The orthdeentre of any tpangle circumscribing a 'parabola lies on 
the directrix. • » N 

375. If in the theorem of th$ last Article the triangle be supposed 
to be fixed, and the parabola to varj*, we # obtain the theorem : 

The directrices of all?parabolas inscribed in a given triangle me/t in* 
the same point, viz. the orthocentre of the triangle. 

Given a quadrilateral, one parabola (and only one) can always be 
inscribed in it. By taking the sides of the quadrilateral three and 
three together, four triangles are obtained; and the four ortho¬ 
centres of thbse triangles must all lie on the directrix of the parabol%. 
It follows that * 
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Given four straight lines, the orthocenlres of the four triangles formed 
hy taking them three and three together are collinear. 

376. Let C be any given conic, and let C' be its polar 
reciprocal with respect to an auxiliary conic K. The parti¬ 
cular case in which K is a circle whose centre coincides with 
a focus F of the conic C is of great interest; we shall now 
proceed to consider it. 

If r , r' be any two straight lines which are conjugate with 
respect to C, and if R , JR' be their poles with respect to K, it 
is known (Art. 323) that Jl , JR.' will bo conjugate points with 
respect to C'. Consider now ttro such lines r , r' which pass 
through I*"; they, will be at right angles since every pair of 
conjugate lines through a focus cut oflc another orthogonally. 
They will therefore be perpendicular diameters of the circle 
K, and their poles JR , JV with respect to K will be the poiifts 
at infinity on i 4 , r respectively. These p6ints are conjugate 
with respect to C', and the Straight lines joining them to tSe 
centre of this (ionic are therefore a pair of conjugate diameters 
of C' ; consequently two conjugate diameters of C' are always 
mutually perpendicular. This proves that C' is a circle ; 
i.e. the polar reciprocal of a. conic, with respect, to a circle which 
lias its centre at one of the foci, is a circle. 

By taking tlw steps of the above reasoning in the opposite 
order, the converse proposition may be proved, viz. 

The polar reciprocal of u circle with respect to an auxiliary 
circle is a. conic having one focus at the centre of fhe auxiliary 
circle. «. 

As in Art.. 323, it is seen that the conic is an ellipse, a 
hyperbola, or a parabola, according as the cerftre of the 
auxiliary circle lies within, without, or upon the other 
circle. % « 

377. If d be the directrix of the conic C corresponding to 
L the focus F, and if its pole be tal^en with respect to the circle 

K, this point will evidently be Ahe centre of the circle C' 
(Art. 323). t 0 t V 

Tiie radius of the circle C' may also easily be found. For 
in Fig. 216 let two points X , X' be taken in tiie lfvtus rectum 
LFL' such that FX . FL=FXFL' — Jc 2 , where k denotes 
the radius of the circle K ; and J[et straight line$ be drawn 
through X and X' perpendicular to XFX' t These straight 
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lines are evidently parallel tangents of the cirole C', and the 
distance XX' between them is therefore equal in length to 
the diameter of C\ But £X'X = FX = k-/FL ; so that the 
radius of the circle C' is equal to kr/FL. 

The eccentricity e of the conic C may be expressed in a 
simple manner in terms of quantities depending upon the 
two circles K and C\ For if O' be the centre and p the 
radius of the latter circle, it has been seen that the directrix 
is the polar of O' with respect to K ; therefore (Fig. 216) * 

• FD.FO' = k?. 

But it has just been proved that FL.p =--k ?; therefore 
(Art. 351) e = FL/FD = FO'/,,. . # 

378. The proposition of Art. 376 may be proved in a 
different manner, so as to lead at once to the ’position and 
si8e of the circle C" 5 . 

Take any point M on the (central) conic C (Fig. 217); from 
tfie focus F draw FU perpendicular to the tangent at M, 
and on FU take a point Z such that FZ.FU A‘ 2 , k being as 
before the radius of the circle K. Then the locus of Z is the 
polar reciprocal of C with respect to K. 

Now it is known (Arts. 356, 357) that U lies on the circle 
on A A' as diameter, and that if TJF cut this circle again 
at W 


FU. FU' = +OB-. 


Therefore FZ : FU’ = A: 2 *: + OB 2 ; 

which proves (Art. 23 [6]) that the locus of Z is a circle whose 
centih O' lies on FO , dividing it so. that FO' : FO — A* 2 : OB 2 , 
and whose radius p is equal"to k?.OA/OB 2 , that is, (Art. 352 
Cor.) to *k 2 /FL. And again, since OF. OD = OA 2 and 
ED - FO + OD, (Figs. 214, 215), 

. FD.FO.= OF 2 -OA 2 = f OB 2 = k 2 FO/FO' 


by what has Just been proved. 

.\ FO' v FD =• A; 2 ; 

i.e. O' is the pole of the directrix d with respect to K. 

In the particular care where k—OB, p=OA ; that is to say : 

The 'polar reciprocal of an ellipse (hyperbola) with resped to a circle 
having its empire mt a focus and its radius equal to half the minor 
(conjugate) axis is the circle described on the major (transverse) axis as 
diameter. • 


379. In £lie case where C*is a parabola, let M be any point 
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on the curve* (Fig. 218 ); let fall FN perpendicular to the 
tangent at if, and take upon FN a point Z such that 
FZ.FN - k?. Then, as before, the locus of Z will bo the 
polar reciprocal of C with respect to K. Draw ZQ perpen¬ 
dicular to ZF to cut the axis of the parabola in Q. 

Then a circle will evidently go round QANZ , so that 
FA.FQ =FN.FZ =k 2 ; 

therefore Q is a fixed point, and the locus of Z is the circle 
on QF as diameter. If O' be the centre, and p the radius of 
this circle, FO' = p - \lc l /FA. 

In the particular case where k is equal’to half the latus rectum, 
that'is, to ‘IF A, we‘have p-k ; that is to say: 

The polar reciprocal of a parabola with , cspect to a circle having its 
centre at the focus and its radius equal to half the latus rectum is 
a circle of the same radius, having its centre at the point of intersection 
of the axis with the directrix. ,L , 
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COROLLARIES AND CONSTRUCTIONS 

380. In the theorem of Art. 275 suppose the vertices B and C of 
the inscribed triangle A.r?G (Fig. 188) to be the points at mfmity*on 
a hyperbola ; then S will be the centre of the curve, and the theorem 
will become the following: 

If from any point A •n a hyperbola parallels be drawn to the 
asymptotes, they will meet any given diameter ii\two points F and G 
whicli are conjugate to on^ another with regard to the curve. Or : 

If through two 'points lying on a diameter of a hyperbola, which are 
conjugate to one another with regard to the curve, parallels be drawn 
to the asymptotes, they will intersect on the yurve. 

From this follows ft metlfbd for the construction *of a hyperbola by 
pdints, havwp given the asymptotes amt a point M on the curve. 

On the straight line SAI, which joins M to the point of intersection 
S of the asymptotes, take two conjugate points of the involution 
determined by having S for centre and M for a double point. These 
points will be conjugate to one another with respect to the conic 
(Art. 263); if then parallels to the asymptotes be drawn through 
them, the two vertices of tlfl*. parallelogram so foflned will be points 
on the hyperbola which is to be constructed. 

381. Let similarly the theorem of Art. 271 be applied to the 
hyperbola, taking the sides h and c of the circumscribed triangle abc 
to be the asymptotes ^ it will then become the following : 

If through the points where the asymptotes are cut by any tangent 
to a hyperbola any two parallel straight lines be drawn, these will 
be conjugate to one another with respect to the conic. Or : 

Two parallel straight lines which are conjugate to one another with 
resped to a hyperbola cut the asymptotes in points, the straight lines 
joining which are tangents to the curve. 

From this we dedyce a method for the construction, by means of its 
tangents, of a hyperbola, having given the asymptotes b and a and one 
tangent m. * * r 

Draw parallel to m two conjugate rays of the involution (Art. 120) 
determined, by having m for a double ray and the parallel diameter 
for central ray. The two straight liifes se drawn will be conjugate 
to one another with respect to the conic ; if then the points where 
they cut the asymptotes be joined to one another, we shall have 
two tangentif to the curve. 

382. Let B and C be any two points on a parabola, and A the 
point where Jhe curve is cut by # the diameter which bisects the chord 
BC. Let F and G be two points lying on this diameter which are 
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conjugate with, respect to the parabola, i.e. two points equidistant 
from A (Art. 142); by the theorem of Art. 275, BF and CG, and 
likewise BG and OF, will meet on the curve. 

This enables us to construct by 'points a parabola which circum¬ 
scribes a given triangle ABC and has the straight line joining A to 
the middle point of BG as a diameter. 

Or we may proceed according to the following method : 

On BG take two points H and IV so as to be conjugate to one 
another with regard to the parabola, i. e. any two points dividing BC 
harmonically. Since II and //' are eollinear with the pole of the 
diameter passing through A, therefore by the theorem of Art. 275, 
a point on the parabola will be found by constructing the point of 
intersection of AH with the diamettr passing through II', and another 
will be found as the point where AH' meets the diameter passing 
through H. 

383. fji the theorem of Art. 274 suppose the tangent c to lie at 
infinity ; then we see that 

If a and b are two tangents to a parabola, and if from any poTnt 
on the diameter'passing taro ugh the point of contact of a there be 
drawn two straight lines, one passing through the point,aft and the 
other parallel to 6, these will be eon jugate to one another with regard 
to the parabola. . - 

This enables us to construct by tangents a parabola, having given 
two tangents a and t, the point of contact A of one of them a, and the 
direction of the diameters. 

Draw the diameter through A and let it meet t in 0 ; the second 
tangent t' from O will be the straight line which is harmonically 
conjugate to t with respect to the diameter OA (the polar of the 
point at infinity on a) and the parallel through 0 to a. If now 
two straight lines h and It' be drawn through 0 so as to be eon- 
jugatc to one another with regard to the parabola, i.e. two straight 
lines which are harmonic conjugates with regard to t and the 
parallel to h' drawn from the point ha and the parallel to h drawn 
from the point h'a will both be tangents to the required parabola. 

384. If in the theorem of Art. 274 the straight line a be supposed 
to lie at infinity, and b and c to be two tangents to a parabola, wc 
obtain the following: 

The parallels drawn to two'tangents to a parabola, from any point 
on their chord of contact, are conjugate Unps with regard to'the conic. 

By another application of the same theorem we deduce a result 
already proved in Art. 178, viz. that 

If, from a point on the c}iord of contact of a pair of tangents b and c 
to a parabola, two straight lines h and h' be drawn parallel to b and c 
respectively, the straight line joining the points he and h'b wiU be 
a tangent to the curve *. ' 

From this may be deduced a construction for the tangents to a 
parabola determined by two tangents and their points of contact. 

« * De la Hire, toe. cit., lib. iii. prop. L 21. 
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385. Theorem. If a conic cut the sides BG, GA , AB of 
a triangle ABG in the points D and D', E and E', F and F' 
respectively, then will 

BD.BD' CE.GEI' AF.AF' 

01). G J D ‘ AE.AE'' BF.BF' ~ 1 * * ' 

This celebrated theorem is due to Carnot *. 

Consider the sides of the triangle ABG (Fig. 231) as cut 



Fig. 231. 


by the transversals I)E and D'E' in the points D and D', 
E and E\ G and O' ; by "the theorem of Menelans (Ail. 139) 


and 


BD GE AG 
GD * AE BG : 
BD' GE' AG 
GD' ’ A G EB 


(->) 


• • ( 3 ) 


Again, DEE'D' is a quadrangle inscribed in the conic, and 
by Desargues’ theorem (Art. 183) the transversal AB meets 
the opposite sides and the conic in three pairs of points in 
iifvolution; therefore (Art. 130) the anharmonic 'ratios 
(ABFG) and ( BAF'G ') are equal ; -thus (Art. 45) (ABFG) = 
(ABG'F'), \)r*(ABFG) : (ABG'F') = 1 , which gives 

AF.AF' AG.AG' _ * ^ 

BF.BF' : BG;BG' c . U 

Multiplying together (2), (3), and (4), we obtain the relation 
stated in the enunciation f. 


* Qiomilrit de position, p, 437. 

j> Cabnot’s theorem, being evidently true for the circle (since in this case 1 
BD . BD'—CD. CD' , &c.), may be ^proved without making ubb of involution 
properties as follows: 

Let I, J, K be the points at infinity on BC, CA , AB respectively, and sup- 
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386. Conversely, if on the sides BC , CA , AB respectively of 
a triangle ABC there be takm three pairs of points D and D 
E and E', F and F' such that the segments determined by them 
and the vertices of the triangle satisfy the relation (1) of Art. 385, 
these six points lie on a conic. 

For let the conic be drawn which passes through the five 
points D , D\ E , E\ F, and let F" be the point where it cuts 
AB again. By Carnot’s theorem a relation holds which 
differs only from (1) in that it has F" in the place of F'. This 
relation, combined with (1), gives AFl: BF' = AF ": BF", 
whence (ABF'l") = 1 . 

and.therefore (Art. 72, Vll) F" coincides with F'. 

387. Tf the point A pass off to infh ity (Fig. 232) the ratios 
AF : AE and AF' : AE' become in the limit each equal to 
unity, and the equation (l) of Art. 385 accordingly reduces-to 

< BD.hD' CE.CE ' , - /rx 

CDUB'BF . BF' ~ lm • V 

Draw parallel to BC a straight line to cut GEE' in Q and 
the conic in P and P '; the preceding equation, applied to 
the triangle whose vertices are C , Q, and the point at 
infinity where PP' and BC meet, gives 
‘ QE\QE' CD.CD' 

. OETCE' ’ QP.QP' 

pose Fig. 231 to have been derived by projecting from any vertex on any plane 
a triangle A whose sides are cut by a circle in /J, and D', E t and A’/, F\ 
and F' respectively. Let J lt K { bo the points on the sides B t C,, C’Vh A,B l 
which project into / , J , K respectively ; they will of course be collinear. Then 
BD/CD—(BCDI) (Art. 64) 

= (R/W,) * (Art. 63) 


= 1 . 


B t D t . B t I L 


So 


BD 


BIY 

CD r ~ 

B/y 


C\D, 

1W 

'VxD' 


cvr 

■ tv; * 


B,I , a 


Similarly, 


CD. CD 


CE . CE' 
AE. AE' 


~C,Di . 

~B l l}’ 

A£x' 

~<JxJr 


(VV ■ CA* 

(Hu*. iii.35, 36). 

AF . AF' B ,AV 
BF . BF' ’ A t Kf 


Multiplying there three equations together, and Remembering that by the 
theorem of Mcnelaus the product on the right-hand side is equal to unity, we 
have the result required. * v 

Carnot’s theorem is truo not only for a triangle but for a polygon of any num- 
‘oer of sides ; the proof just given can clearly be extended so as to show this, ,the 
theorem of Menclaus being capable of extension to the case of a polygon. 

. Menclaus’ theorem is included in that of 4 Carnot. It is what the latter reduces 
to when the conic degenerates into two straight lines of which one lies at infinity. 



388] COROLLARIES AND CONSTRUCTIONS 273 

Multiplying together these last two equations, wo obtain 

BD.BD' QP.QP' 
bf:bF QE.QE' ’ 

that is to say : 

If through any point Q there be drawn in given directions two 
transversals to cut a conic in P , P f and E , E' respectively , then 



Fig. 232. 


the rectangles <QP. QP' and QE.QE ' are to one another in a 
constant ratio * f. 

388. Suppose in equation (5) of Art. 387 that the conic is 
a hyperbola anc 1 that in place of BG is tak^n an asymptote 
HK of the curve; then the ratio HD.HD': KD.KD' 
becomes equal to unity, and therefore HP. HP' = KE. KE\ 
that is to say : 

If through any p<fint H (or IP) lying on an asymptote there 
be dragon, parallel to a given straight line , a transversal to cut 
a hyperbola in two points P and*F’ (D and D'), then the 
rectangle Hf. HP' (. H'D.H'D') contained by the intercepts will 
be constant. 

*If the diameter parallel to the given direction H'D meets 

* 

* 'Apollonvus, he. cit., lib. iii. 16-23 ; Desaroues, he. cit., p. 202 ; De i..\ 

Hire, Joe. cit., bk. v. props. 10,12. # 

t From this follows at onco the resfllt already proved in a different manner in 
Art. 316, vi^j that if a conic is cut*by a circle, the chords of intersection make 
equal anglemoith the axes* • * 

For let P, P r , E, E' be the points of intersection of a circle with the conic ; 
then (Euc. iii. 35) QP.QP* =QE. QE\ But if MCM ', NGN' be the diameters 
of the conio parallel aospectively to QPP* and QEE', we have, by the theorem 
in the text, * 

QP. QP ': QE. QE'= CM. CM': CN . CN* . 

• = CM*: CN*. * 

Therefore CM *= CN, and consequently CM and CN (and therefore also QPP’ 
and QEE') make equal jingles with the axes. * 

1514 • T 
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the curve, then if S and S' are the points where it meets it, 
and if 0 is the centre, H'D . H’D' - OS. OS' = — OS 2 . 

If the diameter OT parallel to the given direction HF doe3 
not meet the curve, a tangent can be drawn which shall be 
parallel to it. The square on the portion of this tangent 
intercepted between its point of contact and the asymptote 
will be equal to the rectangle HF. HF’ by the theorem now 
under consideration ; but this portion is (Art. 303) equal to 
the parallel semidiameter OT ; therefore HF. HF' - OT 2 , or: 

If a transversal cut a hyperbola In F and F' (in D 

and D’) and an asymptote in II'(in IF), the rectangle 

HF .HF' (II'D. H'D') is equal to ± the square on the parallel 

semidiameter OT (OS ); the positive or negative sign 'being 

taken according as the curve has or has not tangents parallel 

to the transversal. r 

*1 ^ 

S89. If the transversal cuts the other asymptote in L 
(in L'), then by Art. 193 HF' = FL or H'D' = DU, and con¬ 
sequently FH. FL - — OT 2 or DH'. DU = OS 2 , ; therefore : 

If a transversal draivn from any point F (D) on a hyperbola 
cut the asymptotes in II and L (in IF and U), the rectangle 
FII.FL (DIF.DU) is equal to + the square on the parallel 
semidiameter ; the negative or positive sign being taken accord¬ 
ing as the curie has or has not tangents parallel to the trans¬ 
versal. 


390. From the proposition of the last Article may be deduced a 
construction for the axes of a hyperbola , having given a pair of conjugate 
semidiameters OF and OT in magnitude and direction (Fig. 233). 

We first construct the asymptotes. Of the two given semi¬ 
diameters, let OF be the one which 



cuts the curve. Draw through F, a 
parallel to OT ; this will be the tangent 
* at F. Take on this parallel FP and FQ 
each equq.1 to OT ; then* OP and OQ 
will be the asymptotes (Art. 304). In 
order pow to obtain the directions of 
.*hc axes, we hpve only ' 1 # find the 
bisectors of the angle included by the 
asymptotes, or, in other words, the two 


Fi 233 perpendicular rays OX , OY which are 

t g ’ conjugate to ewe another in the involu¬ 
tion of which OP and OQ are the double rays (Arts. 296, 297). * 

% To determine the lengths of the ‘Axes, draw through F a parallel 
to OX and let it cut the asymptotes in B and«2? ; and on OX take 
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OS the mean proportional between FB and FB'. Then will OS be 
the length of the semiaxis in the direction OX ; and OX will or will 
not cut the curve according as the segments FB , FB ' have or have 
not the same direction. Again, construct the parallelogram of which 
OS is one side, which has an adjacent side along OY, and one 
diagonal along an asymptote ; its side OR will be the length of the 
semiaids in the direction OY (Art. 304). 

391. In the plane of a triangle ABO take any two points 0 and 
O' ; if OA , OB , 00 meet the respectively opposite sides BO , OA , AB 
of the triangle in D , E , F, Ceva’s theorem (Art. 137) gives 

BD CE AF _ 

* OD ' AF .BF 1 • 

• f 

Similarly, if O'A , O'B , O'O meet the respectively opposite sides 
in D', E\ F, then 

BD‘ OB' AF' 

OD' ‘ AE' ‘ BF'~~ l - 

ff these equations be multiplied together, equation (1) of Art. 385 
is obtained ; therefore : * 

Jf from vat.y two points the vertices of a triangle are projected 
upon the respectively opposite sides, the six points so obtained lie on 
a conic. 4 • 

For example, the middle points of the sides of a triangle and the 
feet of the perpendiculars from the vertices on the opposite sides 
are six points on a conic *. 

392. Problem. To construct a conic which shad pass through three 
given points A , B , 0, and with regard to which the pairs of corre¬ 



sponding, points of an involution Jying on a given straight line u shall 
be conjugate points. 

Let AB % nnd AG (£ig. 234) £e joined, and let them meet u in D 
and E. Let the point? corresponding in the involution to D and E 
respectively be D' and E‘; let D" be the harmonic conjugate of D 
with respect Jp A<m nd B, and let E" be the harmonic conjugate of 
E with respect to A and G. Thus D will be conjugate (with respect 

* This conic is a circle (the nine-point circle). Sec Steineb, Annates de 
Mathimatiques ^Mohtpellier, 1828), $ol. xix. p. 42; or his Collected Work^ 
vol. i. p. 195. • 
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to the required conic) both to D' and to D", and therefore D'D" 
will be the polar of D. So too l E'E" will be the polar of E. 

Join BE, CD, and let them cut E'E" and D'D" in E 0 and D 0 
respectively; then E 0 will be conjugate to E and D 0 to D. If then 
two points B', C be found such that the ranges BB'EE Q and CC'DD 0 
are harmonic, they will both belong to the required conic. 

In the figure, F and F', G and G' are the pairs of points which 
determine on u the involution of conjugate points. 

393. Problem. To construct a conic which shall 'pass through four 


Ay//) 


iuv 1,1 _ -* 


h given points Q , R , S, T and shall 

A , 7 divide harmonically a given segment 

W < Fi S- 235 )- • 

/ A^AAv’i.. . f, Let tbs pairs of opposite sides 

*. </ M of the quadrangle QRST meet the 

_____'x/jiAj - - straight, line MN in A and A’, 

s B and B'. If the required conic 

/ . ";j V\ cuts MN, the two points of inter- 

/ I. <_V / / O # sectiQn will Be a pair of the iifvo- 
/* 7 v 1 ution 1 deteribined by A and A', 

1 ~~~ '• f ' B and B' (Art. 183 )j Jf then the 

V 1 / involution of which M and N are 

\ / the double points 'and the involu- 

V tion determined by the pairs of 

w points A and A', B and B' have 

Fig. 230 . a P a i r B and P' in common, the 

required conic will paps through 

each of the points P and P' (Arts. 125, 208). 

In order to construct these points, describe any circle (Art. 208) 
and from any point 0 on it project the points A , A', B ,B', M ,N 
upon the circumference, and let A 1 , A x , B xr B x , M 1 , N x be their 
respective projections. If the chords A X A X and B X B X meet in F, 
and the tangents at M x and, N x meet in U, all straight lines passing 
through U determine on the circumference, and consequently (by 
projection from 0) on the straight line MN, pairs of conjugate 
points of the first involution, and the same is true, with regard to 
the second involution, of straight lines passing through V. If the 
straight line Z7F meets the circle in two points P x and P x , let these 
be joined to 0 \ the joining lines will cut MN in the required points 
P and P'. c • 


Fig. 2 


Let IF be the pole of VV with respect to the circle. Every 
straight line passing through W and cutting the circle determines 
on it two points which Lre Harmonically conjugate wiUk? regard to 
Pj ’and P x ; and these points, when projected from 0 on MN, will 
give two points which are harmonically conjugate with regard to 
P and P', and which are therefore conjugate to onfc another with 
i respect to the required conic. If then UV u does not cut the circle, 
so that the points P and P' cannot be constructed, draw through 
»IF two straight lines cutting the circle, and project 1 the points of 
intersection from the centre 0 upon the straight line M-N ;. this 
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will give two pairs of points which will determine the involution 
on MN of conjugate points with respect to the conic. The problem 
• therefore reduces to that treated otin the preceding Article. 

394. Problem. To construct a conic which shall pass through four 
given points Q , R , S , T, and- through two conjugate points {which arc 
not given) of a known involution lying on a straight line u. 

This problem is similar to the preceding one; since it amounts 
to constructing the pair of conjugate points common to the given 
involution and to that determined on u by the pairs of opposite 
sides of the quadrangle QRST (Art. 183). 

Such a common pair will always exist when the given involution 
has no double points ;< and the two points composing it will both 
lie on the required conic. If tl^e given involution has two double 
points M and N, the present problem becomes idcntigal with that 
of Art. 393. 

Tile problem clearly admits, of only one solution, and thp same is 
the case with regard to those of the two preceding Articles. 

i§ (U 

395. Consider a hyperbola whose asymptotes are perpen¬ 

dicular to one another, and to which, on this account, is given 
the name of rectangular hyperbola (Fig. 236). Since the 
asymptotes *<ire harmonically conjugate with regard to 
any pair of conjugate diameters 
(Art. 296), they will in this 
case be the bisectors of the 
angle included between any 
such pair (Art. 60). But the 
parallelogram described on two 
conjugate semidiameters as ad¬ 
jacent sides has its diagonals 
parallel to the asymptotes 
(Art. 304}* in this case there¬ 
fore every such parallelogram 
is a rhombus; that is, every Fig. 236. 

diameter is equal in length to 

its conjugate. On account of this property the rectangular 
hyperbola is also called equilateral *. 

I. Siijpe the chords joining t{ie extremities P and P' of 
any diameter to any point M on the curve are parallel to. 
a pair of conjugate diameters (Art. 287), the angles made 
by P ]&f an<f P'M with either asymptote are equal in magni¬ 
tude and of opposite sign. If the points P and P' remain 
• • • 

* Apollonius, loc . cit ., vii. 21; De la Hibe, toe . cit., book v. prop. 13. , 
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fixed, while M moves along the curve, the rays PM and P'M 
trace out two pencils which are oppositely equal to one 
another (Art. 106). 

JI. Conversely, the locus of the points of intersection of pairs 
of corresponding rays of two oppositely equal pencils is an equi¬ 
lateral hyperbola. * 

For, in the first place, the locus is a conic, since the two 
pencils are projective (Art. 150). Further, the two pencils 
have each a pair of rays which include a right angle, and 
which are parallel respectively to the corresponding rays of 
the other pencil (Art. 106); thk conic «has thus two points at 
infiiyty lyifig in directions at right angles to one another, and 
is therefore an equilateral hyperbolae It will be seen iwore- 
over that the centres P and P f of the two pencils are the 
extremities of a diameter. For the tangent p at P is the ray 
corresponding Co P'P ‘regarded as *a ray* p' of the second 
pencil, and the tangent q' lit P' is the ray corresponding to 
PP ' regarded as a ray q of the first pencil (AiJ. 150); but 
the angles pq and p'q' must be equal and opposite; therefore, 
since p' and q coincide, p and q' must be parallel to one 
another. 

III. The angular points of a triangle AB& and its ortho¬ 
centre (centre *of perpendiculars) D are the vertices of a 
complete quadrangle in which each side is perpendicular to 
the one opposite to it, and whose six sidqs determine on the 
straight line at infinity three pairs of points subtending each 
a right angle at any arbitrary point S. The three pairs eft rays 
formed by joining these points to S belong therefore to an 
involution in which every ray is perpendicular Vo its con¬ 
jugate (Arts. 131 left, 124, 207). * 

But this involution of rays projects from S the involution 
of points which, in accordance with Desargues’ theorem, is 
* determined on the straight line* at infinity by the pails of 
opposite sides of the quadrangle* and by the conics (hyper¬ 
bolas *) circumscribed aboift it. The pairs of conjugate rays 
' therefore of the first involution give the directions of the 
asymptotes of these conics ; thus : ' « 

// a conic pass through the angular • points of a triangle 

* No ellipse or parabola can be circumscribed about th/i quadrangle here 
considered (Art. 219). 
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and through the orthocentre , it must be g,n equilateral 
hyperbola *. 9 

IV. Conversely, if an equilateral hyperbola bo drawn to 
pass through the vertices A , B , C of a triangle, it will pass 
also through the orthocentre D. For imagine another hyper¬ 
bola which is determined (Art. 162, I) by the four points 
A , B, G, D and by one of the points at infinity on the given 
hyperbola. This new hyperbola will be an equilateral one by 
the foregoing theorem, and will consequently pass through 
the second point at infinity on the given curve; and since the 
two hyperbolas thus have fife points in common ( A t B,C, 
and two at infinity) they must be identical; wfiich proves 
the proposition. Therefore: 

If a triangle be inscribed in an equilateral •hyperbola, its 
mihocentre is a point on the curve. 

V. If the point D approach indefinitely'mear to A+i'.e. 
if BAG - becomes a right angle, we have the following 
proposition: 

If EFG (i*ig. 236) is a triangle, right-angled at E, which is 
inscribed in an equilateral hyperbola, the tangent at E is perpen¬ 
dicular to the hypotenuse FG. 

VI. Through four given points Q , R , S* T can be drawn 
only one equilateral hyperbola (Art. 394). ,The orthocentre 
of each of the triangles QRS , RST , STQ , QRT lies on tho 
curve f. 

VII. Given four tangents to an equilateral hyperbola, to 

consftruct the curve. • 

Since (Jhe diagonal triangle of the quadrilateral formed by 
the four tangents is self-conjugate with respect to the hyper¬ 
bola, tho centre of the latter will lie on the circle circum¬ 
scribing this triangle (Art. 370, II). But the centre of the 

• . 

* This may dc deduced din etly from Pascal’s theorem. For let a conic bo, 
drawn through A ,B ,G, D , and let and 7 a be tho points where it meets the 
line at infinity. Sinco ABCDIJ,^ a hexagon inscribed in a conic, tho inter¬ 
sections o£ 51Z? and DI 9 , of BG and IJi, ajid of CD and I a A, are three collinear 
points. Therefore tho straight lino joining the point in which DI y meets AB 
to that in which AI a meets CD must bo parallel to BC. Thus AI a mus* bo at 
right angles to Dl^and as those linos are parallel to the asymptotes of the conic 
the latter is a^ectangular hyperbola. 

f Those theorems aro 4 U © to Bmanciton and Poncelet ; they were enun¬ 
ciated in a memoir published in vol. xi. of the Annates de MatMmatiqlks 
(Montpellier, ,182J.), and were givgn again in vol. ii. (p. 504) of Poncelet’ a 
Applications d’Analyse et de Oiomitrie (Paris, 1864). * # 



280 COROLLARIES AND CONSTRUCTIONS [885 

< 

hyperbola lies,also on the straight line which joins the middle 
points of the diagonals of lihe quadrilateral (Art. 318, II). 
Either of the points of intersection of this straight line with 
the circle will therefore give the centre of an equilateral 
hyperbola satisfying the problem ; there are therefore two 
solutions. For another method of solution see Art. 372. 

VIII. The polar reciprocal of any conic with respect to a 
circle K having its centre on the director circle is an equilateral 
hyperbola. 

For since the tangents to the conic from the centre 0 of the 
circle K are mutually perpendicular, t*he conic which is the 
polar reciprocal of the given one must cut the straight line at 
infinity in two points subtending a right angle at 0. That is 
to say, it must b6 an equilateral Hyperbola. 

.396. Suppose given a conic, a point fi, and its polar s ; and fet 
a straight line passing through S cut thh conid in A and A'. Let 

* the figure be constructed which is 
homological with the given conic, 
y' S being taken as cfchtre of homo¬ 
logy, s as axis of homology, and 
A , A' as a pair of corresponding 
points. Then every other point 
B' whifth correspdnds to a point B 
on the conic will lie on the conic 
itself. For if AB meets the axis s 
in P, then B', the point of inter¬ 
section of SI$ and A'P, is likewise 
a point on the conic (Art. 250). 
, The curve homological with the 
given conic will therefore be the 
conic itself. Any two ptfrrespond- 
ing points (or straight lines) are 
separated harmonically by S and .s; this is, in fact, the case of 
harmonic homology (Arts. 76, 298). 

To the straight line at infinity will therefore correspond the 
,straight line which is parallel to s and rdrich lies midway between 
S and s ; and the points in which j meets the conic will correspond 
to the points at infinity on the same eonic. ( t 

From this may be derived & very simple method of determining 
' whether a given arc of a conic, however small,' belongs to an ellipse, 
a parabola, or a hyperbola. k 

Draw a chord s joining any two points in the arc ; Construct its 
pQle S, and draw a straight line j parallel 'ho s and equidistant 
from S and s. If j does not cut the, arc, the lattey is,part of an 
ellipse (Fig. 237 A). If j touches the arc at a point J, the arc 




Fig. 237. 
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belongs to a parabola of which SJ is a diameter (Fig. 267 6). 
If, finally, j cuts the arc in two points J lt J 2 (Fig. 237 c), the arc 
will be part of a hyperbola whose asymptotes are parallel to SJ X 
and SJ 2 *. 

897. Problem. Given a tangent to a conic, its 'point of contact, 
and the position (hut not the magnitude) of a pair of conjugate 
diameters; to construct the conic (Fig. 238). 

Suppose 0 the point of intersection of the given diameters, and 
P and Q the points in which they are cut by the given tangent. 
Through the point of contact M of this tangent draw parallels to 
OQ,OP to meet OP,OQ in P' and Q' respectively. SinceTthe 
polar of M (Che tangent) passes through P, the polar of P will pass 
through M ; an?l since the polaf of P is parallel to OQ, it must be 
MP '; therefore P and P' are conjugate points. * 

If now points A and A' be taken on OP sufth that OA and QA' 
may°cach be equal to the megn proportional between OP a nd OP', 



Fig. 238. 


then AA' will be equal in length to the diameter in the direction 
OP (Art. 290). In the same way the length of # the other diameter 
BB' will be found by making OB and OB' each equal to the mean 
proportional between OQ and OQ'. t 

If the points P and P' fall on the same side of 0, the involution 
of conjugate points has a pair of double points A and A' (Art. 128) ; 
that is to say, the diameter OP meets the curve. If, on the other 
hand, P and, P' lie on opposite sides of 0, the involution has no 
doubfe points, and the diameter OP does not meet the curve. In 
this case A and A' are two conjugate points lying at equal distances 
from 0. The figure shows two cases: that of the ellipse (a) and 
that of the hyperbola ( b). 

* 398. Problem. Given a point M on a conic and the positions of tivo 
pairs of conjugate diameters a and a', b and b', to construct the conic. 

I. First jolytion (Fig. 239). Through M draw chords parallel to 

each diameter, and such t^at their middle points lie on the respqc-« 
tively conjugate diameters. T^hc other extremities A , A', B", B' of 
the four chords so drawn will*be foqr points all of which lie on the 
required ^onic. *, * 

II. Second solution (Fig. 240). Denoting the diameter MOM' by 
c, if the ray^' besconstructed which is conjugate to c in the involu¬ 
tion determined by the pairs of rays a and a', b and b’, then c' will 
be the diameter conjugate to.c (Art. 296). Through M draw MP 

* Poncelet, loc. cit.. Arts. 225, 220. 
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parallel to a, and through M' draw M'P' parallel to a '; these 
parallels will intersect on the qpnic (Art. 288); let them cut c' in 
P and P' respectively. These last two points arc conjugate with 
respect to the conic (Art. 299); thus if on c' two other points be 
found which correspond to one another in the involution determined 
by the pair P, P' and the central point 0, then MQ and M'Q' will 
intersect on the conic. If then on c' twd points N and N' be taken 
such that the distance of either of them from 0 is a mean propor¬ 



tional between OP and OP', they will* be the extremities of the 
diameter c' (Art. 290). • * 

ITT. Third solution. Through the extremities M and M' of the 
diameter which passes through the given point draw‘parallels to a 
and a '; they will meet in a point A lying on the conic. Through 
the same points draw parallels to b and b '; these will meet in another 
point B also lying on the conic (Art. 288). Produce AO to A', 
making OA' equal* to AO ; and similarly BO to* B', making OB' 
equal to BO ; then will A' and B' be points also lying on the required 
conic (Art. 281). •- 

399. Problem. Given in position two pairs of conjugate diameters 
a and a', b and b' of a conic, and a tangent t, to construct the conic. 

I. First solution (Fig. 241). Let 0 be the point of intersection of the 

given diameters, that fs, the gentre 
... / * of the, conic. Draw parallel to t and 


,__ .at a distance from O equal to that 

^ ' /r at which t lies, a straight*line V \ this 
/ b will be the tangent parallel to t. Let 

the points of intersection of t and t’ 
■ u 1 with a and a! be joined ; this will 

Fig. 241. give two, other parallel tangents u 

* and ul (Art. 288). Another pa*ir of 
parallel tangents v and v' will be obtained by joining the points 
where t and t' meet 6 and (»'. • «■ * ** 


* IT .,Second solution. The conjugate diameters a and a', b and b', 
will meet t in two pairs of points A and A', B and B' which deter¬ 
mine an involution whose centre is the point of contact df t (Art. 302). 
The problem therefore reduces to one already solved (Art. 397). Jf 
tfie involution has double points, the straight lines joining these 
points to 0 will be the asymptotes. * * * 

400. Problem. Given two points M and N \>n a conic find the 
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position of a pair of conjuqate diameters a and a', Jo construtt the 
conic (Fig. 242). # 

Let M' and N f be the other extremities of the diameters passing 
through M and N, Through M and M' draw MH , M'H parallel to 
a and a 1 respectively; similarly, through N and N' draw NK , N'K 
parallel to a and o' respectively. The points H and K will lie on 
the required conic. ' 



£01. Problem. Qiven two tangents m and n to a conic, and the 
‘position of a fair qf conjugate diameter a and oj, to construct the 
com'c (Fig. 243). 9 

Draw thte Straight lines m' and n' parallel respectively to m and n, 
and at distances from the centre 0 equal respectively to those at 
which m and n lie ; then m' will be the tangent parallel to m, and n' 
the tangent parallel to n. Join the points where m and m! meet 
a and o' by the straight lines t and t', and the points where n and n' 
meet a and o' by the straight lines u and u'. Th$ four straight lines 
t ,t\u ,u^ will all be tangents to the required conic (Art. 288). 

402. Problem. Given five points on a conic, to {instruct a pair of 
conjugate diameters which shall make ivith one another a given angle *. 

Construct first a diameter A A' of thp conic (Art. 285); and on it 
describe a segment oi a circle containing an angle equal to the given 
one. Find tfce points in which the circle of which this segment is 
a par? cuts the conic again (Art. 227)*; if M is one of these points, 
AM and A'M will be parallel to a pair of conjugate diameters. 
Since then AM A' is equal to the given angle, the problem will be 
solved by drawing the diameters parallel to AM and A'M. 

• If the segment described is a semicircle, this construction gives 
the axes. • 

403. Problem. To*conslruct a conic with respect to which a given 
triangle EFG shall be sdf-cbnjugaie, and a given point P shall be tfye « 
pole of a given straight line p f. 

Let p meet ,FG in A. Thd polar t of A will pass through E the 
pole of FG, and thr&qgh P the pole of p* and will therefore be EP. 
Similarly FP , GP will be the polars of the points B , C in fthich 
p is cut by QE , EF respectively. Let A! be the point in which FG 
intersects EP ; then P and G , A and A', are two pairs of conjugate 
points with respect to* the copic, and if the involution which thefy 

* * De la Hire, toe. cit., book ii. prop. 38." 

t Statjdt, Geometrie der Lage, Art. 237. 
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determine has a pair of double points L and 27, these points will 
lie on the required conic (Art. 2,64). The same construction may be 
repeated in the case of the other two sides of the triangle EFG. 

If the point P lies within the triangle EFG , the points A', B\ C' 
lie upon the sides FG , GE, EF respectively (not produced *). The 
straight line p may cut two of the sides of the triangle, or it may lie 
entirely outside the triangle. In the first case the involutions lying 
on the two sides of the triangle which are cut by p are both of 
the non-overlapping (hyperbolic) kind, and therefore each possesses 
double points (Art. 128); these give four points of the required 
curve, and the problem reduces to that of describing a conic which 
passes through four given points and with rerpect to wlrich two other 
given points are conjugates (Art. 1)93). Ii). the sedbnd case, on the 
other hand,'■the pairs of conjugate points on each of the sides of 
the triangle EFG overlap, and the involutions have no double points 
(Art. 128); in thi$ case the conic does not cut any of the sides of 
the self-conjughte triangle ; therefore (Art. 262) it does not exist. 

If the point P lies outside the triangle, ore only of the three 
points A', B', C'lilies on the corresponding sider; the two others lie 
on the respective sides produced. If these two other sides are cut J'y 
p, none of the involutions possesses double points, and the conic does 
not exist. If, on the other hand, p cuts the first side, or if p lies 
entirely outside the triangle, the conic exists, and may be constructed 
as above. 

In all cases, whether the conic has a real existence or not, the 
polar system (Art. 339) exists. It is determined by the self-conjugate 
triangle EFG, the point P, and the straight line p. To r 'construct 
this system is a jroblcm of the first degree, while the construction 
of the conic is a problem of the second degree. 

404. Problem. Given a pentagon ABODE, to describe a conic with 
regard to which each vertex shall be the pole of the opposite side f. 

Let F be the point of intersection of AB and CD.* If the^conic 
K be constructed (Art. 403) with regard to which ADF is a self¬ 
conjugate triangle and E the pole of 'BO, then the points & and C in 
which BC is cut by AF and DF respectively will be the-poles of ED 
and EA, the straight lines which join E to the points D and A 
respectively. Every vertex of the pentagon will therefore be the 
pole of the opposite side ; that is, K will be the conic required. 

If the conic C be constructed which passes tnrough the fcve vertices 
of the pentagon, and also thc««onic C' which touches the five sides of 
the pentagon (Art. 152), these two conics will be polar reciprocals 
one of the other with respect to K (Art. 322). 1 f 

405. Problem. Given five points A , B , 0 , D , E (no three of 
which are collinear), to determine a point M such that the pencil 
M (ABODE) shall be projective with a given pencil abcdei(Fig. 244). 

fi* Wc shall say that a point A' lies on the-side FG of the triangle, when it lies 
between F and G ; and that a straight liner cuts the side FG, when its point of 
intersection with FG lies between F and G. 

“f- Staudt, he. cit., Arts. 238, 258. 
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Through D draw two straight lines DD ', DE\ such that the 
pencil D{ABCD'E') is projective w^tli abede (Art. 84, right). Con¬ 
struct the point E' in which BE' 

meets the conic which passes e a _- r ^r.r — 

through the four points A BCD f / 

and touches DD' at D (Art. 165); / c f J 

then construct the point M in ' d 

which the same conic meets EE'. \ 

M will be the point required. For b’Y'K/Y \ C 

since M , A , B , C , D , E' lie x W/\\ 

on the same conic, the pencil £ £ b 

M {ABODE') is projective with 

the pencil D(ABCD which Flff - 244> 

by construction is projective with * 

the given pencil abede. Since then ME' and ME are the saute ray, 

the problem is solved. , , • 

As an exercise may be solved the correlative problem, viz. 

1 Given Jive straight lines a , b , c , d , e , no three of which are con¬ 
current, to draw a straight kne m to meet *them in Jive points formUhg 
arrange pipj$ctivc with a given range ABODE *. 

406. Problem. To trisect a given arc AB of a circle f. 

On the giw'ji arc take (Fig. 245) a point N, and from B measure 
in the opposite direction to AN an arc BA' equal to twice the arc 
AN. If BT be the tangent at B, and if 0 be the centre of the circle 
of which the arc AB is a part, the angles AON and TBN' are equal 


Fig. 244. 


M 



,Fig. 245. 


and opposite. If A" ijnd N' vary their positions simultaneously, the 
rays ON and BN' will describe two oppositely equal pencils, a»d the* 
locus of their point of intersection M will therefore (Art. 395, II) be 
an equilateral hyperbola passing through 0 and B. The asymptotes 
6f this hyperbola are parallel, to the bisectors of the angle made by 

* STATh>T,*foc. ci*., Art. 263? , 

# t JSTATJDT, Beitf&ge, Art. 432 ; Ciiasles, Sections coniques, Art. 37. j 
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AO and BT wjtli one another; for these straight lines are corre¬ 
sponding rays (being the positions of the variable rays ON and BN' 
for which the arcs AN and are each zero). The centre of the. 
hyperbola is the middle point of the straight line OB which joins 
the centres of the two pencils. 

The hyperbola having been constructed by help of Pascal’s 
theorem, the point P will have been found in which it cuts the 
arc AB. Two corresponding points N and N' coalesce in this point; 
therefore the arc AP is half of the arc PB, and P is that point of 
trisection of the arc AB which is the nearer to A. 

Xae hyperbola meets the circle in two other points R and Q. The 
point R is one of the points of trisection of..the arc which together 
with AB makes up a semicircle ;, and thp- point *Q is one of the 
points of trifcction of the arc which together with AB makes up 
the circumference of the circle. 

407. It has been .seen (Art. 191) that ii*P', P", Q', Q" (Fig. 246) 
are four given collinear points, and if any conic be described to pass 
through P' and P", and then a tangent be drawn to this conic from 
Q L and another from Q", «the chord j6iijiing th3 points of contact 



of these tangents passes through one of the double points M\ N' of 
the involution which is determined by the two pairs of points P' 
and P", Q' and Q". The two tangents which can be drawn, from 
Q', combined with the two from Q", g\ye four such chords of contact, 
of which two pass through M' and two through N'. From this may 
be deduced a construction for the double points of th& involution 
P'P", Q'Q", or, what is the same thing (Art. 125), for the two points 
M', N' which divide each of the two given segments P'P" and Q'Q" 
harmonically. 

Describe any circle to pass through jp' and P", and draw to it 
from Q' the tangents t! and uf , and from Q" the tangents t" and u". 
The chord of contact of the tangents *' and t" and that of the tan¬ 
gents u' and u" will cut the straight line P'P " rn the twotrequired 
points M' and N'. v 

408. This construction has been applied by Brianchon * to the 
solution of the two problems considered in Art. 22'i, vii‘. 

I. To construct a conic of which two points P', P" and three tangent# 
q c , q q" are given. 

Brianchon, loc. cit., pp. 47, 51. e 
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< Join P' P", and let it cut the three given tangents in Q, Q', Q" 
respectively (Fig. 246). Describe any circle through P', P" and 
draw to it tangents from Q , Q', Q". The chords wliich join the 
points of contact of the tangents from Q" to the points of contact 
of the tangents from Q meet P'P" in two points M and N; and 
similarly the tangents from Q" combined ftith those from Q' deter¬ 
mine two points M' and N'. 

The chord of contact of the tangents q', q" to the required conic 
will therefore pass through one of the points M , N, and that of the 
tangents q', q" will pass through one of the points M’, N'. The four 
combinations MM', MN', NM', NN' give the four solutions oi?the 
problem. ® 

The problem therefore reduces jto the following : To describe a conic 
which shall touch three given straight lines q , q, q" in sack a way that 
the chords of contact of the two pairs of tangertts'q , q" and q', q“ shall 
pasd respectively through "wo niven points M aqd M'. Lpt QQ'Q" 
(Fig. 247) denote the triangle formed 
by the three given* tangents, and let M <x 
A , A', A" be the points qf^contact to ■ - g' i * 

bs determined. By a corollary .to ' x j, A 

Dcsargues' theorem (Art. 194), the side > ! , \ 

q E:Q'Q ¥ is divided harmonically at y 

the point of contact .4 and at the point ~~~ j M \ 

where it is cut by the chord A'A". If \ — 

these four harmonic points be projected 
on MQ" from A" as centrj, it follows ^ 7 - 

that the "segment RQ" intercepted on 

MQ" between q" and q' is divided harmonical’y by M and the 
chord A'A". 


Fig. 247. 


Let then MQ" be joined ; it will cut q" in some point R ; and 
let the point V be determined which is harmonically conjugate to 
M with regard to R and Q". In order to do this, draw through M 
any straight line to cut q" and q in S and T respectively; join 
&Q" and TR, meeting in U ; and join QU, meeting RQ" in V. 
Join VM ' p it will meet q' and q" in A' and A" ; and finally if 
MA" be joined, it will cut Q'Q" in A. 

II. To construct a conic of which three points P, P', P\and two 
tangents q , q' are given. 

Join PR', gnd let it^meet q and q' in Q and Q' respectively ; join 
PP"*, and let it meet q and q' in R and R' respectively. Describe ? 
a circle round PP'P", and to it draw tangents from Q and Q' ; the 
chords of«eontact will meet PP' in two points M and N. Similarly 
draw thl tangents from R and R' ; the chords of contact will meet, 
PP" in two other points M' and N'. Then each of the straight lines 
MN', NN',,J\1'N> MM' will meet the tangents q and q' in two of 
the points of contact of these two tangents with a Qonic circum¬ 
scribing the triangle PP'P". 

This construction differs from that given in Art. ,221 (left) only in 
tffe method of findjng the double points M and N, M' and N'. , 
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Fig. 248. 


409. Theorem. If two angles AOS and AO'S of given magnitude 
turn about their respective vertices 0 and O' in such a way that 

the point of intersection S of one 
pair of arms lies always on a fixed 
straight line u, the point of inter¬ 
section of the other pair of arms will 
describe a conic (Fig. 248). 

The proof follows at once 
from the property that the pencils 
traced out by the variable rayB OA 
and OS, OS and O'S, O'S and O'A 
are projectile two and two (Arts. 
42, J08), and that Consequently the 
pencils traced out by OA and O'A 
are projective. This theorem is due 
to Nejjvtcn, and was given by' him 
under the title of The Organic Description of a conic *. 

410. The following, which depend on the foregoing theorem, may 

servp as exerciser to the student:— * „ * 

1. Deduce a construction fer a conic passing through five giwm 
points 0 , O', A , B , C. 

2. Given these five points, determine the magnitmjp of the angles 
AOS , AO’S and the position of the straight line u in order that the 
conic generated may pass through the five given points. 

3. On the straight line 00' which joins the vertices of the two 

given angles a segment of a circle is described containing an angle 
equal to the difference between four right angles and the sum of 
the given angles., Show that according as the circle of which this 
segment is a part cuts, does not cut, or touches the straight 
line u, so the conic generated will be a hyperbola, an ellipse, or 
a parabola. * 

4. Determine the asymptotes of the conic, supposing it to be a 
hyperbola ; or its axis, in the case where it is a parabola. 

D 5. When is the conic (a) a circle, (6) an 

equilateral hyperbola, (c) a pair of straight 
lines ? 

6. Examine the cases in which the two 
given angles are directly‘equal, or oppositely 
equal, or supplementary f. * •- 

411. Theorem. If a variable triangle 
AMA' move in such a way that its sides turn 
seypralty round three given points 0, O', S 
(Fig. 249) while two of, its vertices j£, A' stide 
along two fixed straight lines u, u' respectively, the locus of the 
third vertex M is a conic passing through the following five points, 



* Principia, lib. i. lemma xxi; EnumereUio linearum tertii ordinis ( Opiicks, 
1704), p. 158, § xxxf. ■* * * 

S' Maclaurin, Qeometriu Organica (London, 1720), Beef, i. prop. 2. 
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viz. 0 , O', uu', anS the intersections B and C' of u and u’ with O'S 
and OS respectively* * * § . • • 

412. Theorem. (The theorem of Art. 411 is a particular case of 
this.) If a variable polygon move in such a way that its n sides turn 
severally round nfixed points O t , 0 2 ,...0 n 
(Fig. 250) while n— 1 of its vertices slide 
respectively along n— 1 fixed straight lines 
u lt u 2 ,...u n _ x , then the Idst vertex will 
describe a conic ; and the locus of the paint 
of intersection of any pair of non-adjacent 
sides mil also be a conic f. 

The proof of this 'theorem and its 
correlative is left to the^tudent 

413. Theorem. From two givin points 
A and A' tangents AB , AC and A’B ’, 

A'C' are drawn to a conic ,y then will the four points of contact B ,C, 
B', V’, and the two given points A , A' all lie on arconif, (Fig." 251 §). 

Let A'C', A'B'txieei BO in D and E respectively; these points 
will evidently he thfc poles e&AC', AB' M 9 • 

respectively. The*pencil A(BGB'G') 
is*projecl4ve with the range of poles 
BGED (Art. 591), and therefore with 
the pencil A'(BCED) or A'{BOB'C '); 
which proves the theorem. 

414. Theorem (correlative to that 
of Art. 413). From two given points 
A and A*tangents AB , AG' and A'B', 

A’G’ are drawn to a conic ; then will 
the four tangents and the two chords of 
contact all touch a eoi^ic §. 

For (Fig. 251) the range of points 
BG (AB , AG„, A'B', A'C') or BGED is 
projective with the pencil A(BG B'C') 
formed bystlieir polars ; but this pencil 
is projectivG with the range of points 
B'G' (AB, AC, A'B', A'C'); therefore the six lines AB , AG, A’B’, 
A'C, BG , B'G' alj, touch a conic. 

415. Theorem. Oij each diagonal of a complete quadrilateral is 

taken a paint of points dividing it harmonically; if of these six points 
three fane from each diagonal) tie in a straight line, the other three tvill , 
also lie in a straight line* • 

Coroh^ry. The middle points of the three diagonals of a complete 
quadrilateral are colflftear. ■ Q 

416. Theorem. If from any point 0 on the circle circumscribing 



Fig. 251. 


* See Art. 116. ® 

t This theorem is due to Maclaurin and Braikenrtdge ( Phil. Trans., 
Lftndon, 1736). * « 

% Ponoelej, loc. cit.. Art. 602. 

§ Chasi.es, Sections coniques, Arcs. 213, 214. 

fcl4 • U 
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a triangle ABC straight lines OA', OB', OC he' inflected to meet the 
sides 'BC, CA , AB in A\ B\ C 1 respectively, and to make with them 

(equal angles (both as regards sign 
and magnitude); then the three 
prints A', B', C' will he collinear 
(Fig. 252). 

Through 0 draw OA", OB", OC" 
parallel to BC , CA , AB respec¬ 
tively ; then it is easily seen that 
the angles AO A", BOB", COC" have 
the same bisectors. The same will 
therefore be true with fegard to the 
angles AO 4', BOB', COC ; con¬ 
sequently (Art. 142) the arms of these last three angles will form 
an involution, and therefore (Art. 135) the points A', B', C' will be 
collinear * f. 

417. Theorem. If from the vertices of a triangle circumscribed 
about a circle straight lines he inflected to meet any tangent to the circle , 
so, that the angles they subtend at the centre may he equal (in sign and 
magnitude), then the three straight lines will meet ih a print J. 

The proof is similar to that of the theorem of the preceding 
Article. 

418. Problems. (1). Given three collinear segments AA' , BB’ , 
CC ; to find a point at which they all subtend equal angles 
(Art, 109). 

In what case can these angles be right angles ? '(See Art. 128). 

(2) . Given two projective ranges lyingf on the same straight line ; 
to find a point which is harmonically conjugate to a given point on 
the line, with respect to the two self-corresponding points of the two 
ranges (which last two points are not given) §. 

(3) . Given two pairs of points lying on a straight line ; to deter¬ 

mine on the line a fifth point such that the rectangle contained by 
its distances from the points of the first pair shall be to that con¬ 
tained by its distances from the points of the second pairun a given 
ratio ||. ' 

(4) . Through a given point to draw a transversal which shall cut 
off from two given straight lines two segments (measured from 
a fixed point on each line) which shall have a given ratio to one 

* Chasles, loe. cit., Art. 386. . • 

t Otherwise : Since the triangles BOC ', COB' a?o similar, 

BC': OB' = OB : OC 
So also CA' : AC' = OC : OA, 

tt and AB' : Bh' = bA : OB; 

" whence by multiplication, paying attention to the signs of the segments, 

BC '. CA '. AB' = - C'A. B'C . A'B, 
which shows (Art. 139) that A ', B' , G' are collinear. 

X Chasles, foe. cit., Art. 387. 

« § Chasles, \36om. sup., Art. 269. 

|| This is the problem ‘de sectione determine ta ’ of Apollonius, See Chasles, 
Q6&m. sup.. Art. 281. *■ i 
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another; or, the rSctangle contained by which shall be equal to 
a given one *. • • 

419. It will be a useful exercise for the student to apply the 
theory of pole and polar to the solution of problems of the first 
and second degree, supposing given a ruler, and a fixed circle and 
its centre. We give some examples of problems treated in this 
manner: 

I. To draw through a gidbn 'point P a straight line parallel to a given 
straight line q. 

The pole Q of q and the polar p of P (with respect to the given 
circle) must be found ; if A be the point where p is cut by. the 
straight line^OQ joining Q to the centre of the circle, then the polar 
a of A will be tfye straight line required. 

II. To draw from a given poini P a perpendicular to a given straight 

line q. * . 

Draw through P a straight line parallel to* OQ ; it will be the 
perpendicular required. • ° 

III. To Insect a given segment Ali. 

"Let a and h be the pola^ of A and J3.respectively, and c that 
diameter of the given circle which passSs through ah ; if d bft the 
h8rmonic*conjligate of c with respect to a and 6, the pole of d will 
be the middle point of AB. 

IV. To bisect a given arc MN of a circle. 

Construct the pole S of the chord MN; the diameter passing 
through S will cut MN in the middle point of the latter. 

V. To bisect a given angle. 

If from* a point on the ciifele parallels be drawn to the arms of the 
given angle, the problem reduces to the preceding one. 

VI. Given a segment AC; to produce it to B so that AB may be 
double of AC. 

Let a and c be th * polars of A and C respectively, d the diameter 
of the given circle which passes through ac, and b the ray which 
make? the pencil abed harmonic; tha pole of b will be the required 
point B. • 

VII. To Construct the circle whose centre is at a given point TJ and 
whose radius is equal to a given straight line TJ A. 

• Produce AU to B, making TJB equal to AU (by VI), and draw 
perpendiculars at A and B to AB (by II). Bisect the right angles 
at A and^B (by V); and let the bisecting lines meet in C and D. 
We have then only to construct the conic of which AB and CD aVe a 
a pair of conjugate diarfeters (Art. 30l). • 

420. following problems f depend for their solution on the 

theorem of Art. 370! 8 

I. Given three points A ,B ,C on a conic and one focus JJ, to 
construct the jjoni% 

* These are the problems ‘de sectione rationis' and * de sectiono spatii ’ of 
A^oixonitjs. See Chasles, Oionff sup., Arts. 296, 298. # • 

t Solutionsof these problems were given by De la Hike (see Charles, AperQu 
historique, p. I2C), and by Newton^( Principia, lib. i. props. 19, 20, 21). * 
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With centre F and any radius describe a circle K, and let the 
polartf of A , B ,*C with respect to this circle be a, b , c respectively. 
Describe a circle touching a ,b ,ts and take its polar reciprocal with 
respect to K ; this will be the conic required. 

Since there can be drawn four circles touching a, b, c (the inscribed 
circle of the triangle abc and the three escribed circles), there are 
four conics which satisfy the problem. 

II. Given two joints A , B on a conic, ohc tangent t, and a focus F, 
to construct the conic. 

Describe a circle K as in the last problem, and let a,b be the 
polass of A , B, and T the pole of t, with respect to K. Draw a circle 
to pass through T and to touch a and b ; the polar Reciprocal of 
this circle with respect to K will be the coijic required. 

Since four circles can be drawn tefipass through a given point and 
touch*two given straight lines, this problem also admits of four 
solutions. b 

III. Given onf. point A on a conic, fwb tangents b ,c, and a focus F, 
to construct the conic. 

•Describe a circlf K as in the last two cwoblcmS 1 ; let a be the polar 
of A\ and let B , 0 be the poles of b, c respectively with regard to 
this circle. Draw a circle to pass through B and C and*to touch h ; 
its polar reciprocal with respect to K will be the conic required. 

Since two circles can be described through two given points to 
touch a given straight line, this problem admits of two solutions. 

IV. Given three tangents a ,b ,c to a conic and one focus F, to 

construct the conic. _ 

Describe a circle K as in the last three problems, and lei A , B, C 
be the poles of a ,t>, c respectively with regard to this circle. Draw 
the circle through A ,B ,C and take its polar reciprocal with respect 
to K ; this will be the conic required. 

This problem clearly admits of only one solution. 

421. Problem. Given the axes of a conic in position (not in 

magnitude) and a pair of conjugate straight lines which cut one dhother 
orthogonally, to construct the foci. «• 

If 0 be the centre of the conic, and P , P' and Q, Q' the points in 
which the two conjugate lines respectively cut the axes, then of the 
two products OP . OP ' and OQ. OQ', one will be positive and 
the other negative. This determines which ^f t'he two given axes 
is the one containing the foci. If now a circle be circumscribed 
r about the triangle formed by t the two* given con jugate‘lines and the 
non-focal axis, it will cut the focal axis at tlhc foci (Art. 343). 

422. The following arc left as exercises to the student! f t 

1. Given the axes of a doniefin position, arid also a tangent and 

its point of contact, construct the foci, and determine the lengths 
of the axes (Art. 344). r 

2. Given the focal axis of a conic, the vertices, and one tangent, 

construct thb foci (Art. 360). * * 

3. Given the jjangent at the vertex of a parabola, and two other 
tangents, find tlfe focus (Art. 358). 
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4. Given the axi3 of a parabola, and a tangent and its point of 

contact, lind the focus (Art. 346). • • 

5. Given the axis and the focus,of a parabola, and one tangent, 
construct the parabola by tangents (Arts. 346, 349, 358). 

6. The locus of the pole of a given straight line r with respect to 

any conic having its foci at two given points is a straight line r' 
perpendicular to r. The two lines r , r' are harmonically separated 
by the two foci. • 

7. The locus of the centre of a circle touching two given circles 
consists of two conics having the centres of the given circles for foci. 

8. The locus of a point whose distance from a given straight line 

is equal to its tangential distance from a given circle consists of two 
parabolas. # % 

9. In a central conic any foc|l chord is proportional to the square 

of the parallel diameter. • # 

10. In a parabola, twice the distance of any focal chord from its 
pol? is a mean proportional between the chord,and # the parameter. 




INDEX 


Affinity, p. 19. 

Anglo of constant magnitude turning 
round its vertex traces out two 
directly aqual pencils, 88. 
bisection of all, 291. 
trisection of an» 285. • 

Angles, two, of given magnitui^i; 
generation of a conic by means 
of, 288. 

Anharmonic ratio defined, %4, 57. 
unaltered by projection, 54. * 
of a harmonic form is - 1, 57. 

* cannot have the values 1 1,1). or oo, 
61. . • 

* of four jiojnts or tangents of a conic, 
119. 


Anharmonic ratios, the six, 59, 60. 

Apollonius, x, Ki, xii. 
untiie parabola, 125, 211. 
on tfe hyperbola, 127, 139, 151, 
154, 277. 

on the diamekrs of a conic, 210. 

216,*223, 2g5, 227, 228. 
on focal properties of a conic, 246, 
251, 252, 254. 
section-problems, 290. 

Arc of a conic, determination of kind 
of conic to whielf it belongs, 280. 
of a circle, triscction of, 285. 
ofjga circle, ^bisection of, 291. 

Asymptotes, tangents at infinity, 16, 
126. • 

meet in the centre of the conic, 212. 
determination of the, given five 
, points on the conic, 173, 174. 

Auxiliary conic, 19$, 232, 233. 
circle of a conic, 252. 

Axes of a conic defined? 220, 221. 
case oifthq, parabola, 221. 
focal and non-focal, 245. 9 * 
bisectors of the anglo between its 
chqras of intersection witft any 
circle, 229, 273. 

Axes of a conic, construction of the, 
given a pair of conjugate dia¬ 
meters, £25, 374. 
given five points, 229, 283. 

•Axis of perspective or homology, 11. 
of affinity, 19. 

of symmetry, 63. • 


Bellavitis, xi, 63, 156. 

Bisection of a given segment or anglo 
by means of the ruler only, 291. 

Brianchon, x, xi, xii, 121, 122f 

Brianchon’s theorem, xi, 121. 
points, tl^e sixty, 123. 

• 

Carnot’s theorem, xi, 271, 272. 

Centre of projection, 1, 3. 
of perspective or homology, 11, 13, 
95. 

of similitude, 18. 
of*jy m inetr yf>63. 

, of an involution, 99. 

Centro of a conic, tho pole of the line 
at infinity, 211. 
bisects all chords, 212. 
tho point of intersection of the 
asymptotes, 212. 

when external and when internal to 
the conic, 212. 

locus of, gjven four tangents, 230. 
construction of the, given five point s, 
213. 

construction of the, given five tan¬ 
gents, 231. 

Ocva, theorem of six segments, 108. 

Chasles, vii, ix, x, xii. 
on homography, 34. 

• method of generating conics, 124. 
correlative to tho theorem ‘ ad 
quatuor lincas,’ 154. 
on the geometric method of false 
position, 187. 

solutions of problems cf the second 
degree, 193. 

Circle, curve homological with a, 15. 

i0. 

generated by the intersection of t^o 
directly equal pencils, 411. 
harmonic points and tangents of a, 

, .112, 113. 

fundamental projective properties pf 
points and tangents of it, 112. 
of curvature at a point on a conic, 
184. 

cutting a conic ; fjjic chords of inter¬ 
section make equal angles Vith 
the axes, 2|9, 273. 
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circumscribing trianglo formed by 
three tangents to a parabola, 240. 
auxiliary, of a coilic, 252. 

Class of a curve, 4. % 

is equal to the degree of its polar 
reciprocal with regard to a conic, 
233. 

Coefficient of homology, 62. 

Collinear projective ranges, 67. 
their self-corresponding points, 77, 
89, 90, 91. 

construction for these, 164. 

Complementary operations, 33. 

Conceqtric pencils, 68. 

construction for their self-corre¬ 
sponding rays, 164. 

Cone, sections of the, 15, .-IS. 

Confocal conics, 258. 

Congruent figured 63. 

Conic, homological with a <5irele, 15,10. 
generatedfby two projective pencils, 
116. 

generated as an envelope from two 
^projective ranges, 117. 
determined by iiv«? points oif five 
* tangents, 120. ' - 

fundamental projective property of 
points and tangents, 115. 
projective ranges of points and 
series of tangents of a, 156. 
homological with itself, 221, 280. 
polar reciprocal of a, 233. 
homological with a given conic, and 
having its centre at » given point,' 
242. 

confocal with a given conic, and 
passing through a given point, 258. 

Conic, construction of a, having given 
live points or tangents, 128, 145, 
171, 174, 175, 288. 
four points and the tangent at one 
of them, 134, 172. ' 

three points and the tangents at two 
of them, 134, 172. 
three tangents and the points of 
contact of two of them, 139, 172. 
four tangents and the point of con¬ 
tact of one of them, 142, 172. 
four points and a tangent, 175. 
four tangents and a point, 175. 
«three points and two tangents, 177, 
287. 1 

three tangents and two points, 177, 
286. - ' 
< the asymptotes and one point or 
tangent, 269. 

the two foci and one tangent, 257. 
the two foci and one point, 258. 
one focus and'three tangents, 260, 
292. 

one focus and three points, 291. 


one focus, Iwr points and a tangent, 
292. 

one focus, two tangents and a point, 
292. 

a pair of conjugate diameters, 222, 
224. 

a pair of conjugate diameters in 
position, and two points or tan¬ 
gents, 282. 

a paif of conjugate diameters in 
position, and a tangent and its 
point of contact, 281. 
two pairs of conjugate diameters in 
position, and one point or tan¬ 
gent, 281,282. r • 
two reciprocal triangles, 240. 
a self-cof. jugate triangle, and a point 
t and its polar, 283. 
a self-conjugate pentagon, 284. 
three points and the osculating 
Qirclif at one of them, 184. * 

Conic, construction of a, homological 
with itself, 221, 280. , 

pasjppg through three points and 
determiningr a known involution 
on a given line, 275., , * 

passing through four points and 
dividing a given /segment har¬ 
monically, 276. ' 

passing through four point® and 
through a pair of conjugate points 
of a given involution, 277. 

Conics, osculating, a 83. , 

having a common self-conjugate 
triangle, 206, 207. 

circumscribing the same quadrangle, 

145, 146, 207, 230. 

inscribed in the same quadrilateral, 

146, 206, 207, 229, 230. 

('onjugate axis of a hyperbola, 221. 
Conjugate diameters, denned, 212. 
of«a circle cut orthogonally, 215. 
form an involution, 220. * 
parallelogram described on a pair as 
adjacent sides is of constant area, 
227. 

sum or difference of squares is con¬ 
stant, 22$. 

construction of, given two,nairs, 225. 
construction of, giveiufive points on 
the coFic, 229. 

inqluding a given angle, construction 
of, 283. t «.< 

Conjugate lines meeting in a point, one 
orthogonal pair can bo drawn, 
219. 

orthogonal, the' invd'ution deter¬ 
mined by them on an axiB of the 
conic, 244. t 

orthogonal, with respect to a para- 
tola, 246. ( 
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Conjugate points and lanes with regard 
to a conic, 107. 
involution-properties of, 202. 

Conjugates, harmonic, 46. 
in an involution, 98. 

Construction of a figure homological 
with a given one, 14. 
for the fourth element of a harmonic 
form, 47. 

for the fourth point of a rangb whose 
anharmonic ratio is given, 54. 
of pairs of corresponding elements 
of two projective forms, when 
three are given, 69. 
for the selPcqjrcsponding elements 
of two superposed projective 
forms, 164. • • 

for tho sixth clement of an involt- 
tion, 105. 

of pairs of elements of an involu¬ 
tion, given two, 101. • • 

for the centro of an involution, 106. 
/or the double elements of an in¬ 
volution, 163, 16#, 170, 28(% 
for tho common pair of two super- 
• poscdfiiwolutions, 168. 
for the polo of a line or polar of a 
point, 19% 

of a triangld self-conjugate to a 

ceqjgt 200. 

of the centre and axes of a conic, 
213, 229, 231, 274, 283. 
of conjugate di&metors, 225, 229, 
283. 

for diameters of a parabola, having 
given four tangents, 231. 
for the focus of a parabola, given 
four tangents, 24^ 
for tho foci of a conic, given the 
axes and a pair of orthogonal con¬ 
jugate lines, 292. 

Copolar and coaxial triangles, 7, K, 9. 

Correlative figures, 26, 83, 234. 

Curvature, circle of, 184. 

•Degreo of a curve, 4. 

is eqnal to tho class of its polar reci¬ 
procal with respect a conic, 233. 

De la Hir<t x, xi, xii. 

Dcsargues, ix* x, xii, 98, 99, 404, 
144. • * 

Desargues’theorem, 144. 0 

Descriptive, the term, ^s distinguished 
from metrical, 50. • 

Diagonal triangle, of a quadrangle or 
quadrilateral, 29. 

common tc# the "“Complete quadri¬ 
lateral formed by four tangents to 
a conic, and the complete Quad¬ 
rangle formed by their points of 
contact,! 37. * 


Diagonals of u complete quadrilateral, 
each is cut harmonically by the 
other two, 46. # 

their middle points arc collinear, 
105, 289. 

form a triangle, self-conjugate to 
any conic inscribed in the quadri¬ 
lateral, 201. 

if the extremities of two are conju¬ 
gate points with regard to a conic, 
those of the third are so too, 238. 

Diameters of a conic defined, 210. 
of a parqbola, 211. 
conjugate, 212. 
ideal, 216. 

of a parabola, construction for, 
given four tangents, 231. 

Dimension of a geometric form, 24,25. 

Directly eqiyal ranges, defined, 86. 
generated by the motion of a seg¬ 
ment of constant length, 86. 

Directly equal perflils, defined, 88. 
two, the projection of two concen¬ 
tric projcct^'o pencils, 87. • 

tw8, generate a circle by theif inter- 

9 * section, 111. % 

subtended at a focus of a conic by 
tho points in which a variable 
tangent cuts two fixed ones, 256. 

Director circle, defined, 261. 

the locus of the intersection of or¬ 
thogonal tangents, 261. 

# cuts orthogonally the circumscrib¬ 
ing circre of any self-conjugate 
triangle, 212. 

Directrix, defined, 247. 
property of focus and, 249. 

Directrix of a parabola, the locus of 
the intersection of orthogonal 
tangents, 262. 

# the locus of the centre of the cir¬ 
cumscribing eirclo of a self-con¬ 
jugate triangle, 263. 
the locus of the orthocentre of a 
circumscribing triangle, 265. 

Division of a givch bisected segment 
into n equal parts, by means of 
the ruler only, 94. 

Double elements of an involution, 99. 
they separate harmonically any pair 
• of conjugates, 99. • ' 

construction for the, 164, 286. 

Duality, the principle of, 26-32. 

Eccentricity, 252. » 

of tho polar reciprocal of a circle 
with respect to another circle, 266. 

Ellipse, 17. 

its ccntro an internal point, 215k 
is cut by all its diameters, 213. 
is symmetrical(in figure, 221. • 
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Envelope of connectors of correspond¬ 
ing points of two projective ranges 
is a conic, 117! 

if the ranges are similar, it is a para-* 
bola, 125. 

of a straight lino tho product of 
whose distances from two given 
points is constant, 253. 

Equal ranges and pencils, 84-88. 
Equianharmonic forms and figures 
are projcctivo, and vice versa, 54, 
56, 61, 65. 

Equilateral hyperbola, why so called, 
277. 

triangles self-conjugate with regard 
to a, 264. 

inscribed in a quadrilateral, 265. 
circumscribh^ a triangle passes 
through the orthocentre, 279. 
is tho polar reciprocal of a conic 
with fegard to a point on the 
director circle, 280*. 
construction of, given four tangents, 

, 265,279. M 
Euclid, porisms of, ix, x, 93. 9 

•^External and internal points 'ftifh 
regard to a conic, 196. 

False position, geometrical method of, 
187. 

Focal axis of a conic, 245. 
radii of a point on a conic, 246. 
radii, their sum or difference is con¬ 
stant, 251. * 

Foci, defined, 243. 
are points such that conjugate lines 
meeting in them cut orthogonally, 
243. 

are internal points lying on an axis, 

243. 

are the double points of the involu¬ 
tion determined on an axis l>y 
pairs of orthogonal conjugatelincs, 

244. 

of a parabola, one at infinity, 
246. , 

of parabolas inscribed in a given 
triangle, locus of, 247. 
properties of, with regard to tan¬ 
gent and normal, 252-257. 

° reciprocation with respect to the, 
266, 267. 

construction of, under various con¬ 
ditions, 292. 0 r 

* Focus ^f a parabola, 246. 

inscribed in a given triangle, locus 
of, 247. 

reciprocal of the curve with regard 
c to, 267. ^ 

Forms, geometric, defined, 22, 159. 
elements of, 23, f59. 


prime, of onqtwo, three dimensions, 

24. 

dual generation of, 23, 24, 26. 
projective, 34-38. 
harmonic, 39-49. 

projective, when in perspective, 

66 . 

projective, superposed, 67, 68. 

Gaskii* 183, 261, 264. 

Gcrgonne, viii, x. 


Harmonic forms defined, 39, 40. 
forms are projective, 40, 41, 43. 
pairs of points nec^ss&rily alternate, 


conjugates, 46. * 

I point or ray, construction for the 
fourth, 47. 

forms, metrical relations, 57, 58. 
homofjgy, 64, 221, 280. 9 

points and tangents of a circle, 112, 
113, 163, 164. 

andtof a conic, 119, 152, 163. 

Hesse, theorem relating to the ex¬ 
tremities of the diagonals of* a 
complete quadrilateral, 238. 

Hexagon, inscribed yi a line-pair, 
75. « 


circumscribed to a point-Pft!r, 75. 
inscribed in a conic, 121/ 
circumscribed to a conic, 121. 
complete, contains si^ty simple 
hexagons, 123.« 

Homographic, tho term, 34. 
figures, construction of, 80. 
figures may be placed in homology, 


82. 


Homological figures, construction of, 


14-20. 


metrical relations between, (*2-04. 
Homology, defined, 9, 10. 
in space, 20. * 

plane of, 20. % 

coefficient or parameter of, 02. 
harmonic, 63, 221, 280. c 

Homothetic figures, 18. 

Hyperbola, -tangent-properties of a, 
126, 127. ( 

and* asymptotes cut by a trails- 
*>versof, 161, 273. 

tgngent cut off by th<^ asymptotes 
is bisected at the point 4*f contact, 
153. 

centre is an external point, 212. 
is cut by one only of every pair of 
conjugate diicmetars, 213. 
is symmetrical in figure, 221. 
properties of tho asymptotes arsi 
conjugate points and lines, 269. 
Ajuilateral, 277. - * 
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Ideal diameters and <%ords, 216, 219. 
Infinity, points and line at, 5. 
line at, a tangent to the parabola, 


plane at, 21. 

Internal and external points with 
regard to a conic, 196. 

Intersection *of a conic with a straight 
line ; constructions, 171, 172, 
176,219. * 

of two conics ; constructions, 18.3. 

Involution, defined, 98. 
the two kinds, elliptic and hyper¬ 
bolic, 10£, 162. 

construction 4or the sixth element 
of an, 105. 

determined by two pairs of coni 11 - 
gates, 101, 160. • 

of points or tangents of a conic, 


construction for the doubft elements 
of an, 164, 286. 

• formed by cutting a conic by a 

pencil, 161. * •• 

of conjugate poilfts or lines with 

* regaad to a conic, 202. 

of conjugate diameters of a conic, 

220 . • 

Involution-properties of the complete 
qwifilrangle andquadrilatcral, 104. 
of a conic and an inscribed or cir¬ 
cumscribed quadrangle, 144, 218. 
of a conic and an inscribe^ or cir- 
eumscribed*trianglc, 148, 152. 
of a conic, two tangents, and their 
chord of contact, 149. 
of conjugate points and lines with 
regard to a conic# 202. 


Maclaurin, xi, 124, 138, 179, 288, 289. 

Major and minor jxes of an ellipse, 221 

Menelaus, theorem on triangle cut 
by a transversal, 108, 272. 

Metrical, tho term, distinguished from 
descriptive, 50. 

Mobius, theorem on figures in per¬ 
spective, 13. 

on anharmonic ratio, x, 56, 60. 

Monge, xii. 

Newton, locus of centre of a conic in¬ 
scribed in a quadrilateral, 231. 
organic description of a cq#ic, xi, 
288. 

Nine-point circle, 275. 

Normal, 245. 

Oppositely equal pencils, 87• 
they generate an equilateral hyper¬ 
bola by ^heir intersection, 278. 

Oppositely equal Ganges, 86. 

Organic description of a conic, 288. 

Ortlmcentre o^ a triangle circum¬ 
scribing a parabola lies ^on the 

0 directrix, 265. ^ 

of a triangle inscribed in an equi¬ 
lateral hyperbola lies on the curve, 
279. 

Orthogonal projection, 19. 
pair of rays in a pencil in involution, 
167. 

■ pair of conjugate diameters of a 
conic, 2t9. 

conjugate Mnes with respect to a 
conic, 244, 245. 

Osculating conics, 183. 
circle of a conic, 184. 


Lambert, ix, xi, 94-95. 

1?atife rectum, 257, 258. 

Locus of the centre of perspective of 
two figures when ono is turned 
round tho axis of perspective, 
13, 95. 

of the intersection of corresponding 
rays of two projective pencils is 
a coni?, 116. • 

ad quaSuor lineas, 154. 
of middle points of parallel chords 
* of a conic, 210. * * 

of poles *f a straight line with wgard 
to ionics inscrit^d in a quadri¬ 
lateral, 230. ' 

of the centre of a conic, given four 
tangents, 230. 

of foot of perpendicular from the 
focus of a conic on a tangent, 
253. 

of the intersection of orthogonal 
tangents \o a conic, 261. 


Pappus, ix, x, xii. 

,on a hexagon inscribed in a line- 
pair, 75. 

porisms of, 92, 93. 
fundamental property of the an¬ 
harmonic ratios, 54. 
problem ‘ ad quatuor lifieas,’ 154. 
on the focus and directrix property 
of a conic, 250. 

Parabola, touches tho line at infinity, 
16. 

“ is determined by four points or 
tangents, 124. N 

two fixed tangents are cut propor¬ 
tionally by tho other tangents. 
125. • 

generated as an envelope rrom two 
similar ranges, 125. 
diameters of a, 211. 
construction of tHi diameters, hav¬ 
ing given four tangents, 231. 
focal properties of the, 246, 247. 
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focus and directrix property, 250. 

* self-conjugate triangle, property cf, 

263. 

inscribed in a triangle, its directrix •! 
passes through the orthoeentre, 
205. 

Parabola, construction of a, given, 
four points, 176. 
given four tangents, 132. 
given three tangents and a point, 
170. 

under various conditions, 135, 136, 
140, 142. 

givaji the axis, the focus, and one 
point, 250. 

given two tangents, the point of 
contact of one of thbin, and the 
direction of^tho axis, 209. 
givcn*two tangents antj their points 
of contact, 270. 

Parallel linfis meet at iqjinily, 5. 
projection, 19. • 

lines, construction of, with the ruler 
t only, 93, 291. . 

Parallelogram, inscribed in or circum- 
scribed about a conic, 212, 2li m 
described on a pair of conjugate 
semi-diameters of a conie is of 
constant area, 227. 

Parameter of homology, 02. 

Pascal’s theorem, xi, 121. 
lines, tho sixty, 123. 

Pencil, hat, defined, 22. % 

axial, 22. " 

harmonic, 40, 41. o 
in involution, 98. 

in involution, orthogonal pair of 
rays of a, 167. 

cut by a conic in pairs of points 
forming an involution, 100. 

Pentagon, inscribed in a conie, 133., 
circumscribed to a conic, 141. 
self-conjugate with regard to a conic, 
284. 

Perpendiculars, centre of, sec Ortho- 
centr^ 

from a focus on tangents to a conic, 
the locus of their feet a circle, 252. 
from tho foci of a conic on a tangent, 
their product constant, 253. 

0 from ^my point of tho circuth- 
scribing circle of a triangle to the 
sides, their feet collinear, 253,289. 
construction of, with tho rulcf onl\*, 
94,291. 

Perspective, figures in, 3. 
triangles in, 7, 8, 239. 
forms in, 35. 

<planc, 11. * 

relief, 20. 

Plane of points or ljaes, 22. 


Planes, IvarmoAc, 42. 
involution of, 98. 

Points, harmonic, on a straight line, 
40. 

harmonic, on a circle, 113. 
harmonic, on a conic, 119,152. 
projective ranges of, on a conic, 156. 

Polar reciprocal curves* and figures, 
233. 234. 

of a ronic with respect to a conic is 
a conic, 233. 

of a circle with respect to a circle, 
266. 

of a conic with respect to a focus, 
266, 26?. # * 
of a conic with respect to a point 
on th? director circle, 280. 

Alar system, defined, 241. 
determined by 'two triangles in 
perspective, 241. 

deternnned by a self-conjugat£ tri¬ 
angle and a point and its polar, 284. 

Pole and polar, defined, 194, 195. • 
rcctfftocal pAperty of, 197. 
theory of, allied to tho solution 
of problems, 291. * * * 

construction of, 198, 199, 241. 

Poles, range of, proje#tive with the 
pencil formed fty their polars, 
202, 217. , - 

of a straight line with regard to all 
conics inscribed in the same 
qygdrilatcral "lie on* a fixed 
straight line, 230. 

Polygon, inscribed in a conic, whose 
sides pass through fixed points, 
146, 180, 181. 

circumscribe# to a conic, whoBo 
vertices slide on fixed lines, 148, 
180. 

whose sides pass through * fixed 
•points and whoso vertices lie on 
fixed lines, 178. m * 

Poncclct, ix, x, xii. 
on variable polygons inscribed in or 
circumscribed to a conic, 147,« 
178-181. * 

on ideal chords, 219. 
on polar reciprocal figure, 233. 
ou triangles inscribed in one conic 
•and circumscribed about another, 
•237. ° * 

Purisms, of Euglid and PapjXis, 92, 93. 
of in* and'circumscribed triangle, 
92, 237. 

of the inscribed and self-conjugate 
triangle^ 236.® • 

of the circumscribed and self-con¬ 
jugate triangle, 236. * 

Power of a point with.respect to a 
* circle, 58. * 
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Prime-forms, the six, 14 . 

Problems, solved with ruler only ,93-95. 
of the second degree, 171-193. 
solved by means of the ruler and 
a fixed circle, 187, 291. 
solved by polar reciprocation, 291, 
292. 

Projection, deration of, 2, 22, 159. 
central, 3. 
orthogonal, 19. 
parallel, 19. 

oj^a triad of elomonts into any other 
given triad, 36. 

of a quadrangle into any given q uad- 
ranglo, 7$. > • 

of a plane figure into another plane 
figure, 80. * * 

Projectivo forms and figures, 34. • 
forms, when in perspective, 66. 
fyms, when harmonio, 68. 
ranges, metrical relations*of, 4)1. 
forms, construction of, 69-73. 
figures, construction of, 80-83. 
plane figures can b<?put into Pomo¬ 
logy, 82. • 

*proportfcs«of points and tangents of 
a circle, 111-114. 

properties <M points and tangents of 
a conic, 115-127. 

ProjeSSaifcy of any two forms ABO 
and A'B'C', 36. 

of two forms ABCD and BADC, 38. 
of harmonic forms, 40, 43. 0 
of the anharmtmic ratio, 54. 
of any two plane quadrangles, 78. 
of a range of poles and the pencil 
formed by their polars, 202, 217. 
• 

Quadrangle, complete, defined, 28. 

^Jtwo plaim quadrangles always 
Projective, 78. 

harmonic properties, 39, 47. * 

involution, properties, 104, 218. 
inscribed in a conic, 135, 136, 201, 
218. 

* if two pairs of opposito sides are 
conjugato lines with regard to 
a conic, the third pair is so too, 
239. • 

Quadrangles Hhving the same diagonal 
points; their eight vertices Be on 
a conic? or a line-pair, 203. • 

Quadrilaf&al, complefcp, defined, 28. 
harmonio properties,*39, 46. 
involution properties, 104, 218. 
middle points of diagonals are col- 
linear, Urn, 2fl&. # 

, circumscribed to a conic, 139, 201, 
218, 264. 

locus of centres of inscribed conics, 
230. * 


theorem of Hesse relating to the 

/ extremities o^the three diagonal, 
238. 

|« Quadrilaterals having the same dia¬ 
gonals ; their eight Bides touch 
a conic or a point-pair, 205. 

Range, defined, 22. 
harmonic, 40. 

Ranges, projective, on a conic, 156. 
Ratio, of similitude, 18. 
harmonic, 57. 
anharmqnic, 54-62. 

Reciprocal figures, 83. r 

points and lines with regard to a 
conic, 197. 

triangles, *t wo, are in perspective, 
239. 

Reciprocation, polar; 234. • 
with respect to a circle, 260, 267. 
applied to # solution of problems, 
291, 292. * 

Rectangular hyperbola, see Equi¬ 
lateral. a t 

Ruler only, problems solved* with, 
* 93 95. 

Ruler and fixed circle, problems solved 
by help of the, 187, 291. 

Section, operation of, 2, 22, 159. 
of a cone, 15, 18. 
of a cylinder, 19. 

Segment, dividing two given ones har¬ 
monically, 58, 99, 286. 
of constant amgniludc sliding along 
a lino generates two directly equal 
ranges, 86. 

bisected, its division into n equal 
parts by aid of the ruler only, 94. 
Segments of a straight line, metrical 
• relations between, 51, 52. 
Self-conjugate pentagon with regard 
to a conic, 284. 

Sclf-conjugato triangle, 200-202. 
circumscribing circle of a, its pro¬ 
perties, 263. # 

Self-conjugate triangles with regard to 
a conic, two ; properties of, 235. 
Self-corresponding eloments, defined, 
66 . 

'of two superposed projectile formS, 
67, 68, 77, 89-91. \ 

general construction for these, 164. 
of*two coplanar projectivo figures. 

78. § ' . ^ 

of two projectivo ranges on nr series 
of tangents to a conic, 157, 158. 
Sheaf, defined, 22. 

Signs, rule of, 51. • 

Similar ranges and pencils, 84, 85,125. 
and similarly placed figures, 18. 
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Staudt, vi, vii. 

'on the geometric crime-forms, 24* 
on thS principle orduality, 26, \ 

on harmonic forms, 39. 
on the construction of two projective 
figures, 80. 

on the polar system, 241. 
on an involution of points on a 
conic, 159. 

Steiner, vii, x, xii. 
on the sixty Pascal lines and Brian- 
cJion points, 123. 

on Vhe solution of problems of tho 
second degree by means of a ruler 
and a fixed circle, 187. 

Superposed geometric forms, 67, 68. 
construction of theii* self-corre¬ 
sponding elements, 164. 
plane £gures, if projeefivo, cannot 
havo more than three self-corre- 
spondiiig elements, ,78. 

Supplemental chords, 214. 

Symmetry, a special case of homology, 

* 63 * • . 

* * 

•tangents, harmonic, of a circle, 

114. 

harmonic, of a conic, 163. 
to a conic, series of projective, 158, 
159. 

orthogonal, to a conic, 261. 
to a conic from a given point; con¬ 
structions, 171, 172, 173, 219. , 
common, to two collide ; construc¬ 
tions, 184. • 

Tctragram and Tctrastigm, 28. 

Townsend, 193. 

Transversal, cut by the sides of a 
triangle, 108. 

cutting a quadrangle or a quadri¬ 
lateral, 104, 105. , 

cutting a conic and an inscribed 
quadrangle, 146. 


drawn through a point to cut a 
conic; property of the product of 
the segments, 272. 
cutting a hyperbola and its asymp¬ 
totes, 151, 273. 

Transverse axis of a hyperbola, 221. 

Triangle, inscribed in one triangle and 
circumscribed abouf another, 92. 
inscribed in a conio, 140, 209. 
circuifisoribed to a conic, 141, 208. 
inscribed or circumscribed, involu¬ 
tion-properties, 148, 152. 
self-conjugate, with regard to a 
conio, 200, 262. 

circumscribed to ^ parabola, 246, 
265. 

self-conjtigato with regard to a 
f parabola, 263. 

solf-conjugate with rogard to an 
equilateral hyperbola, 264. 
cuV by* a conic, Carnot’s theofem, 
271. 

inscribed in an equilateral hypy- 
Iwk, 278. 1 

Triangles, two,*'self-conjugate with 
regard to a conio ; |’ , Qfc>crtic8 <Jf, 
235. 

inscribed in one comic and self¬ 
conjugate to another, 236. 
circumscribed to one conic y-i l self- 
conjugate to another, 236. 
inscribed in one conic and circum¬ 
scribed to another, 237t 
reciprocal, are in perspective, 239. 
formed by two pairs of tangents 
to a conic and their chords of 
contact, 289. 

Trisection of aife arc of a circle, 285. 

Vanishing points and lines, 5. 
plane, 21. * 4 ' 

Vortex of a conic, 221, 249. 
circle of curvaturo at a, 184. 
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